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To Thyatira 
Revelation 2:18-29 

 
INTRO: 
 
 The longest of the seven letters was dictated for the most insignificant city. The church in 
Thyatira was a church which faced similar problems that believers in the other churches faced. 
There was a dominant pagan worship. Emperor worship was in the city. The economy was built 
on the garrison which occupied the town and the guilds which fostered pagan worship. When 
the Lord Jesus wrote to this church there were specific things He commended and one major 
thing He condemned. 
  I. The Author Described (verse 18) 
 II. The Bad (v. 20-23) 
III. The Good (v. 19, 23-29) 
 
I. The Author Described (verse 18) 
 

A. “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass.’” 
(Revelation 2:18) 

Here is our Lord’s self-identification to the third church in Thyatira. 
 
B. He described Himself in three ways. First, He is the Son of God. The city deity was Apollo, 
supposedly the son of Zeus (i.e. the son of the supreme god). The fact was that the Lord 
Jesus was indeed God the Son, God in human flesh. 
 
C. Second, He was the one with flaming eyes. He saw all things, even their evil things. 
Finally, Our Lord had feet of burnished brass. The word described the guild in Thyatira 
which produced the brass that protected and armed the garrison of soldiers who protected 
the town. The Lord Jesus is so great that this highly valued defense item is at His feet. 
 

II. The Bad (v. 20-23) 
 

A. Because I want to finish on the positive, I am going to look at the bad in the middle 
before we consider the good things on the top and bottom.    (vs.20–23) 

“Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to 
commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time 
to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her 
into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the 
churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will 
give to each one of you according to your works.”  
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B. The serious issue is the work of one woman whom the church tolerates. She is called 
Jezebel in the text, however that is most likely not her actual name, but it does reveal her 
character. She, like her namesake in the Old Testament, led the people of God to sexual 
debauchery and idolatry like that of Baal worship. There was a severe judgment 
pronounced on this woman and those who accepted her alleged authority and who refused 
to turn from their sin. 
 

III. The Good (v. 19, 23-29) 
 

A. The good is stated in verse 19 and then in end of verse 23 through verse 29.  
“I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your 
works, the last are more than the first.”  

First, our Lord commends this church for their love, their service for Him, their faith and 
finally their endurance of suffering. This was a body of believers who were committed to 
the Lord and lived what they said they believed. Unlike the Ephesians, they always made 
loving God a priority. Second, they grew in their love and service of the Lord Jesus.  
 
B. Then we read on the other side of the rebuke;    (Revelation 2:23–29) 

“I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He 

who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according 

to your works. Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not 

have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will 

put on you no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who 

overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the 

nations— He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces 

like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 

him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.”  

 

1. The first encouraging truth that comes from the condemning statement is:    (v.23) 

“And all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and 
hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.”  

Our Lord sees and knows all things. He knows our minds and our hearts and He 
ultimately will reward us for what we think, believe, are committed to, and also what 
we do. This is 1 Corinthians 15:58 in different words.  

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”  

 
2. Second, the Lord commands us to hold fast to what we believe.    (vs.24-25) 

“Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this 
doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come.” 
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Innovation is the word of the day. All innovation in methodology is not bad. Beware of 
those who try to sell you the emperor’s new clothes theologically. Our God is alive. He 
reigns and He will come again. 
 
3. Finally,    (v.29) 

“He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power 
over the nations— He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to 
pieces like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; and I 
will give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.” 

If we will hold fast His Word we will receive an incredible blessing, we who are His will 
rule and reign with Christ.  
Revelation 20:4 tells us when that will be.  

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. 
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus 
and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had 
not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”  

 
Do we really believe this promise? Are we holding fast to the Word of God? Everything 
else comes from this. 


