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STEDFAST FOR THE CROWN OF LIFE 

James 1: 12 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Recently Andrew White, freelance journalist out of London, England reported on 

four Christian children in Iraq who were captured by ISIS. In an interview, he 

reported, “Those ISIS soldiers captured them and said to the children, “Just say, we 

will follow Mohammed.” The children, all four under age 15, said, “No, we love 

Yeshua Jesus, we have always loved Yeshua Jesus, we have always followed 

Yeshua Jesus. Yeshua Jesus has always been with us. They said, “Say the words!” 

The four Christian children said, “No, we can't!” They chopped all their heads off. 

I weep. What endurance and steadfastness in those four young martyred saints! 

Yet, I rejoice at their courage that endured to the end—as they were beheaded.   

 

James is calling all of us today to steadfastness, but he is also calling us to a 

blessed life. He said, “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for 

when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love Him.” Where is this happiness, this blessedness found? 

It is found in God and in God alone. True peace, joy and happiness will never be 

yours or mine apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. Those four Iraqi youth had found 

true happiness. Have you found this blessed life in Jesus? God is leading me to 

have us examine what it means (1) to be steadfast under trial, (2) what it means to 

stand the test, and (3) what it means to receive the crown of life which God has 

promised to those who love Him? Let’s look at these three phrases one by one.  

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BLESSED AND STEADFAST UNDER 

TRIAL? (I.) Notice James 1: 12a -- “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 

under trial…” Notice the first word in this amazing word from James. I want us 

to camp on the meaning of this word a little while. It is “Blessed.” This word 

makarios in the Greek, means supremely blest, most fortunate, most well off, and 

happiest. This word is used 50 times in the New Testament. Paul reminded the 

Galatian Christians that they had counted themselves so happy after hearing and 

receiving the Gospel from the apostle Paul, that they would have sacrificed 

anything to repay Paul for carrying the Gospel to them. Paul reminded them of 

this, saying to them, “What then has become of the blessing, the makarios, you 

felt? For I testify to you, that if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and 

given them to me? When Paul brought the Galatian believers the Gospel, (Gal. 4: 

15) he had a disease like malaria, and he was reminding the brothers and sisters in 

Christ in Galatia, that the blessing, the makarios, they once had as freed believers, 

freed by the grace of God, was so freeing from their old Jewish legalism that they 

would have had their eyes gouged out to give their eyes to Paul, if it were possible 

to thank God and to thank Paul for bringing them the truth that set them free. 
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Richard Lenski in his commentary on this blessing of receiving the Gospel, wrote, 

“So greatly blessed, makarios, the Galatians counted themselves that nothing that 

they had could be too great a price to offer in return.” Please understand that when 

we are blessed with the Gospel, we are blessed to sacrifice. This one insight into 

the blessedness James is speaking of—is an eye-opener of how God blesses every 

believer who truly puts trust in Jesus for salvation. Under the law, not giving tithes 

and offerings was a moral matter to God that He called robbery in Malachi 3: 8-10. 

In the moral law of the Old Testament, in Deuteronomy 14: 22, God said, “You 

shall surely tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year. 

In Proverbs 3:9-10, the Bible is clear, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 

first-fruits of all your crops, then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your 

vats will brim over with wine.” Malachi 3: 8-10 says that when we faithfully give 

our tithes and offerings, God will open the windows of heaven on us and pour out 

for us a blessing until there is no more need.” God wants far more than just our 

tithes and offerings. He wants our time, our talents, our gifts, and most of all, our 

sacrificial love to go beyond the minimum of the old law to the blessedness of true 

sacrifice to Him. To speak of getting out of sacrifice is the opposite of blessedness. 

Some folk believe that only the red-lettered words of Jesus must be followed, or 

just the 206 commands of Jesus, or just the epistles of Paul.  

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5: 17-19, Jesus said, “Do not think that I 

have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, but 

to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 

whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do 

the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of God.” Paul adds in II 

Timothy 3: 16-17, “All Scripture, (not just Jesus’ words or Paul’s words) is 

breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for 

every good work.” What does God require? Paul tells us in I Corinthians 4: 2, 

“Moreover, it is required of stewards, that a man or woman be found faithful.”  

Now we are starting to get at the heart of the first word of James 1:12 which says, 

“Blessed, or joyfully sacrificial, is the man who remains steadfast under trial. 

Beloved, if we want loose from taking care of our parents by negotiating around 

5th of the 10 commandments, telling us to honor our father and mother, we won’t 

have God’s blessing. If we try to negotiate around being faithful to our spouse by 

saying, we are no longer under the 7th commandment, “Thou shalt not commit 

adultery,” we won’t have God’s blessedness. Jesus doesn’t call one of us to 

legalism, but He rather takes us beyond trying to keep the Mosaic law. Jesus said 

in Matthew 5: 27-28, “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit 
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adultery, But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent 

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” When the Jewish legalizers 

were holding the Gentiles to being circumcised physically, Paul negated that need 

of the Gentiles being physically circumcised. Paul said it was of no advantage—

Galatians 5: 2, 3 and he said to the Gentile believers, “If you accept circumcision, 

you are obligated to keep the whole law, and you are severed from Christ.” Yet, 

Paul wasn’t minimizing circumcision—but rather he was Christ’s ambassador 

taking us beyond the outward law. In Colossians 2: 11, Paul said, “For in Him, 

Jesus, you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, by putting 

off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ.”  

 

To be blessed is to be so thrilled to know and love Jesus, that you are never 

constrained to just go by the law—but to pray God will take you far beyond it—to 

not just outwardly not commit adultery, but to not commit adultery by watching 

pornography, or by having a virtual affair. To be blessed is not just to honor your 

parents by giving some money to them when they are old and feeble, but to do 

everything you possibly can do, to honor them as your parents while you have life 

and breath. To be blessed, makarios, is not just to accept the law’s calling for tithes 

and offerings, but to go beyond such a minimum, to give as Paul says the 

Macedonians gave, in II Corinthians 8: 2, “not according to our means, but, as they 

gave, “beyond their means, of their own accord, begging earnestly for the favor of 

taking part in the relief of the saints, and this, Paul said, not as we expected, but 

they gave themselves first to the Lord, and then by the will of God to us.” These 

Macedonians were sacrificial believers who accepted Paul’s words in Romans 12: 

1, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship.” In I Peter 4: 14, we read, “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you 

are blessed, makarios, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.” 

 

So what does it mean, “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial.” The 

Greek word for remain steadfast is hupomeno. It’s a stretching, sacrificial word. 

Without being happy in Jesus, the very happiest, makarios, none of us would ever 

remain steadfast. Hupomeno means “stay under patiently, to courageously suffer, 

with fortitude, to persevere, to undergo discipline patiently, and to bear trials 

joyfully. Who can do this? Only blessed believers. Jesus said in Matthew 10: 21-

22, “Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated 

by all for My name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end, (hupomeno) will 

be saved.” Jesus said in Matthew 24: 11-12, “Because lawlessness will be 

increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end 

(hupomeno) will be saved. Paul said in II Timothy 2: 10 and 12, “Therefore, I 
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endure everything (hupomeno) for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain 

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory…If we endure (hupomeno) 

we will also reign with Him. Peter said, in I Peter 2: 20, “For what credit is it if, 

when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? (Hupomeno—for nothing) But if 

when you do good and suffer for it, you endure (hupomeno) this is a gracious thing 

in the sight of God.” Hebrews 10: 36 states, “For you have need of endurance 

(hupomeno) so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what is 

promised.” James later speaks of this endurance or steadfastness in James 5: 11, 

saying, “Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. (hupomeno) 

You have heard of the steadfastness of Job (hupomeno), and you have seen the 

purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. See how 

stretching and sacrificial, hupomeno is! One more verse is helpful as we think of 

receiving discipline. Hebrews 12: 7-8 states, “It is for discipline that you have to 

endure (hupomeno) God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his 

father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have 

participated, then you are illegitimate children, bastards and not sons.” Rtemember, 

God has called us to the greatest happiness, and that happiness and blessedness in 

Him will stretch us to endure. When we fail to endure, (hupomeno, God brings us 

under discipline so we will learn to endure (hupomeno) for Him. Secondly,  

  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BLESSED BY STANDING THE TEST? 

(II.) Notice James 1: 12 a/b -- “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under 

trial…for when he has stood the test…” God is talking about the process of 

enduring (hupomeno) which includes every unique test He decides each of us 

needs to become His happiest servants. The tests you face will probably not be my 

tests which will not be yours. But God tests us all. We must learn to stand the test. 

When we pass the test, oh, those moments are some of our happiest (makarios) 

moments! David Wells wrote a book back in 1993 entitled, “No Place For Truth.” 

That was 25 years ago and he said then, “What is striking about our culture today 

is that its corruption is not simply at the edges…it is not simply found among 

academics who are bent upon overturning all moral principles, or among vicious 

street gangs, or vendors of pornography. What is striking is that this corruption is 

not located in small pockets here and there, but it is spread like a dense fog 

throughout society.” He’s right. Standing the test is something we face from the 

moment we wake up to the moment we go to bed, and when we awaken in the 

night seasons. Millions of Christians are navigationally challenged in the fog and 

smog of our society. We can be like Thomas who heard Jesus say, “I go to prepare 

a place for you.”(Jn. 14) Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know the way You are 

going; how can we know the way.” Jesus answered, “I am the Way.” Standing the 

test is finding God’s will and God’s way in the tests of our daily walk in 

Sweetwater County. Isaiah said in Isa. 30: 20-21, “And though the Lord give you 
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the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide 

Himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall hear a 

word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it, when you turn to the right or 

when you turn to the left.” 

 

When trials and tests come for us to stand up to, he isn’t telling us that we must put 

up with them, or we must accept when we are forced to endure. No, James is 

talking to us about standing our ground and holding firm with steadfastness and 

courage. In the face of illness, unpopularity, financial loss, sorrow, persecution, 

and false accusations, we as the happiest believers have found the secret springs of 

life’s deepest blessings. What I want us all to know is that we are not always 

delivered from the hardships, trials and tests that we encounter. Some of our trials 

can be chronic, “thorns in the flesh,” as some hardships in this life never go away. 

An artist in Florence, Italy once asked the great Renaissance sculptor, 

Michaelangelo what he saw when he approached a huge block of marble. 

Michaelangelo replied, “I see a beautiful form trapped inside and it is simply my 

responsibility to take my mallet and chisel and chip away until the figure is set 

free.” Paul spoke of this image inside of us in Colossians 1: 27—as “Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.” The model God uses for each of us is His Son, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Paul wrote in Romans 8: 28-29 about the tests we have to learn to 

stand up and go through. Earlier in Romans 8, Paul speaks in verse 23 about all 

creation groaning together in the pains of childbirth, as we await the redemption of 

our bodies. In verse 26, Paul speaks of how the Holy Spirit groans within in us in 

our tests and trials, with groanings too deep for words. But then in verses 28-29, 

Paul says, “And we know that for those who love God, all things work together for 

good for those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He 

foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order 

that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.” 

 

James says that when we are tried, or when we stand the test—but what does it 

mean? The Greek word is dokimos. Dokimos means acceptable and approved after 

the process of being assayed, analyzed, purified, disciplined, as silver and gold is 

tried in the fire. It’s a heated-up process for each of us. This is the process Job 

spoke about in Job 23: 10, which says, “But He knows the way that I take; when 

He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” As a teenager and college student 

when my Dad kept having repeated heart attacks before he died, Mom went 

through untold trials trying to bring up all seven of us. She felt the weight of the 

burden. Each of us children, in our own way, must have tried her often. She wrote 

so many songs in those days, songs in the night. Job 23:10 is indelible in my heart 

and mind. It goes, “He knoweth the way that I take (2x) And when He hath tried 

me (2x) I shall come forth as gold.” Are we taking the test and learning the lessons 
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of trials, disciplines, and temptations, or are we taking our empty blue books up to 

our Teacher’s desk and saying, “I refuse to take this test today. I’m dropping out of 

this course. I hate You. You are not fair. There’s a third and last lesson for us: 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEANS TO BE BLESSED AND TO RECEIVE THE 

CROWN OF LIFE WHICH GOD HAS PROMISED THOSE WHO LOVE 

HIM? (III.) “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he 

has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life which God has promised to 

those who love Him.” Most of us are either about to enter a trial, in the trial, or 

just coming out of a trial. Life is filled from start to finish with tests. Being a 

student at Nazareth International Training University means tests are our regular 

fare. James wants us to know that standing strong in hard times brings God’s 

divine reward. We will be “approved” by God. We will “pass the test.” We will 

“gain the prize—the crown of life. God makes music under stress. Check guitar 

strings, violin strings, or piano strings—there is no music unless the strings are 

continually being tightened and put under great stress. Limp strings make no 

music. If you want a bad few hours, find out when we are tuning our piano, and 

come and sit and listen as the strings are tightened, pulled taut, and it becomes too 

much of a word picture—and you might feel-like screaming in pain. God knows 

how to tune those of us who love Him so that we make Heavenly music for Him. 

But it is never easy, fun, or painless or no big deal. No pain, no gain. No stretching, 

no heavenly music, no cross, no crown.  

 

This crown of life is not to be confused with eternal life which comes to all who 

repent, believe, and receive Jesus. This crown of life is for the perseverant, for 

those who faithfully endure. It is not always just the martyr’s crown. Sometimes, 

the hardest endurance is not just the momentary grace God gives us to die for Him, 

but the daily grace it takes to live for him. But living or dying, the crown of life is 

for those who pay the price in hard times of standing fast and steadfast through the 

rain, through the tears, and through the pain. I am currently reading the book, “God 

and Churchill. He told all England as Prime Minister in 1940, “You ask, what is 

our aim? I can answer in one word: It is victory, victory at all costs, victory in spite 

of all terror, victory, however long and hard the road may be.” God doesn’t 

promise us an easy road, to take us out of trouble, but through it, not removing us 

from His discipline, but He promises an afterwards. God desires each of us to wear 

the victor’s crown of life Jesus promised the church in Smyrna. It will be only—

“Through many dangers, toils and snares, by constant stretching and through 

willing sacrifice. Following Jesus always leads us to the cross, but the way of the 

cross leads Home. Discipleship is costly. We must persevere. Keep going. Endure! 

Don’t retreat, be steadfast, stand the test, accept the sacrifice. Keep loving Jesus. 

All who love Jesus will receive the crown of life. It’s a promise—James 1: 12!  


