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!
“THE WORD IS NEAR YOU”!!!

I. Introduction !
A. Martin Luther once summed up the essential difference between the law 

and the gospel in this memorable way:  “The law says, ‘do this,’ and it is 
never done.  Grace says, ‘believe in this,’ and everything is already 
done.” [Heidelberg Disputation, thesis 26]  !
1. This law-gospel distinction is not unique to Lutheran theology but 

is also affirmed by Reformed Protestants.   !
2. To distinguish between the law and the gospel is not to say that the 

law is bad and the gospel is good.  !
3. Everything that God says is true and useful, but not everything he 

says has the power to save.  !
4. The gospel alone is the power of God for salvation.  !
5. The law-gospel distinction does not equate law with the Old 

Testament and gospel with the New Testament.  !
6. There is law and gospel in the Old Testament, and there is law and 

gospel in the New Testament.   !
7. “Law” refers to everything in Scripture that reveals God's moral 

expectations, whether in the form of a positive command or in the 
form of a prohibition. !

8. “Gospel” refers to everything in Scripture that reveals God’s saving 
purposes, purposes that reach their culmination in the work of 
Jesus Christ.  !

B. If we fail to distinguish law and gospel, we will inevitably end up 
confounding them.  !
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1. We will define the gospel as a way of life, and doing that is turning 
the gospel into a new law. !

2. It is true that we were created in Christ Jesus for good works, but 
the gospel itself is not about our doing but about our receiving.  !

3. If we make the gospel into a new law, we deny the sufficiency of 
Christ for salvation. !

4. As Paul says in his letter to the Galatians, “if righteousness were 
through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.” (Gal. 2:21)  !

5. This is why we need to carefully consider what Paul has to say in 
these verses about the difference between the righteousness that is 
based on the law and the righteousness based on faith.  !

II. The Word of the Law (5-7) !
A. The passage begins with a quotation from Leviticus 18:5, which is cited to 

sum up the word of the law.!!
1. Paul says, “For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based 

on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live 
by them.” !

2. The basic principle of law is, ‘Do what the law requires, and you 
will obtain eternal life.’ !

3. In the original context in which this verse appears in Leviticus, God 
was not promising salvation to Israel based on their works.  !

4. It is impossible for any of us to attain salvation on the basis of our 
works because even one point of failure to abide by God’s law 
brings us under the curse of the law. (see Gal. 3:10-11)  !

5. In Leviticus 18, the life that God was holding forth to Israel if they 
kept his commandments was the temporal blessing of being able to 
continue living in the promised land.  !
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6. But in setting up this arrangement, God was illustrating how the 
law-principle operates in the broken covenant of works.  !

7. God was certainly calling his people to obey him, but he was also 
using the law to discover the sinful pollutions of their hearts and 
give them a clearer sight of their need for the perfect obedience of a 
Redeemer.  !

B. In verse 6, Paul shows how the righteousness based on faith stands in 
sharp contrast to the righteousness based on law.  !
1. He does this by alluding to another passage from Moses 

(Deuteronomy 30:12-14), though he modifies it slightly in order to 
apply it to the subject under consideration here.  !

2. By doing this, Paul demonstrates that the righteousness based on 
faith was revealed in the Old Testament.  !

3. Old Testament saints were not saved by keeping God’s 
commandments but by trusting in God’s promise.  !

C. The argument in verses 6 and 7 focuses on what the righteousness of faith 
does not say, which is another way of showing what the righteousness of 
the law says.  !
1. First, the righteousness of faith does not say, “Who will ascend into 

heaven?”  !
2. We cannot climb up to heaven by engaging in various spiritual 

exercises and disciplines.  !
3. We don’t need to do this, because Jesus came down from heaven in 

his incarnation.  !
4. Through his finished work he has secured our eternal inheritance in 

glory, and he is already in possession of that inheritance on our 
behalf.  !
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5. We do not need to do anything to merit eternal life.  !
6. If we doubt this, we are attempting to drag Christ down from 

heaven.  !
D. Neither does the righteousness of faith say, “Who will descend into the 

abyss?”  !
1. We don’t need to undertake some difficult task in order to atone for 

our sins.  !
2. Christ died for our sins and was raised victorious over death.  !
3. His resurrection declares that he has conquered sin and death for 

all who believe.  !
4. There is nothing left for us to do.  !
5. If we doubt this, we are attempting to drag Christ back up from the 

grave.  !
III. The Word of the Gospel (8-10) !

A. After telling us what the word of the gospel does not say, Paul writes, “But 
what does it say?  ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim)”.  !
1. The righteousness of faith is set forth in God’s word, in the 

apostolic message that Paul proclaimed.  !
2. The righteousness of faith is close at hand.  !
3. We do not need to go on a quest to find it.  !
4. It is not a matter of our seeking or doing.  !
5. It is simply a matter of receiving that which is held right in front of 

us.  !
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6. All we have to do is believe the word of the gospel and this 
righteousness is ours.  !

7. As Calvin explains, “the faithful derive from this passage 
remarkable consolation with regard to the certainty of the word; for 
they may no less safely rest on it, than on what is actually present.”  !

8. This is why the Reformed tradition sees preaching as more than 
mere teaching about Christ.  !

9. By the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ uses the preaching of the 
gospel to deliver himself and all of his benefits to his people. (see 
Eph. 2:17-18)  !

B. This passage shows us that a response of faith to the gospel involves 
believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth.  !
1. To confess Christ is to openly acknowledge him for who he is said 

to be in God’s Word.  !
2. We confess him to be Lord, which means confessing that he is the 

God-man, the Christ, the only Savior, our King.  !
3. Being a Christian is not a matter of having a secret belief in Jesus.  !
4. It also involves confessing Christ in the presence of his saints.  !
5. This outward confession serves as the evidence of our faith.  !

C. This text also says that we are to believe in Christ in our hearts.  !
1. Saving faith is not just a matter of assenting to a set of facts.  !
2. It is also about personally receiving and resting on Christ alone for 

your salvation.  !
3. You might have noticed that Paul only speaks of having faith in 

Christ’s resurrection here.  !
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4. This is not because faith in Christ’s death is unimportant.  !
5. Rather, it is because Christ’s resurrection marks the completion of 

our redemption.  !
6. Our Savior’s resurrection on the third day can sum up all of his 

saving work because it testifies to the full efficacy of his death.  !
D. In verse 10, we find a succinct definition of the biblical doctrine of 

justification.  !
1. Paul says, “with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 

mouth one confesses and is saved.”  !
2. Take note of the tense of the verbs in this assertion.  !
3. While Paul speaks of salvation in the future tense elsewhere in this 

passage, here he speaks of it in the present tense.  !
4. This lays emphasis upon the fact that the moment we embrace the 

gospel promise in faith, we are at that moment declared righteous 
by God.!!

5. God does not pronounce us righteous because of anything that he 
does in us.  !

6. He pronounces us righteous because of what he has done for us in 
his Son.  !

E. This stands in sharp opposition to the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
justification, which says that you get grace in baptism and then have to 
cooperate with that grace until you have perfect love for God.  !
1. Only when you reach that point will God justify you.  !
2. In other words, Rome says that you can only be justified by first 

becoming justifiable.  !
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3. That is the exact opposite of what Paul is saying in this passage.  !
4. There is only one kind of person whom God will justify.  !
5. He only justifies sinners.  !
6. Jesus made this clear in his parable of the Pharisee and the tax 

collector in Luke 18.  !
7. The Pharisee trusted in what God had done in him, saying, “God, I 

thank you that I am not like other men.”  !
8. The tax collector cried out to God and asked him to do something 

for him, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”  !
9. And Jesus said that it was the tax collector, not the Pharisee, who 

went down to his house justified.  !
IV. The Recipients of God’s Riches (11-13)  !

A. In verse 11, Paul once again cites the prophecy in Isaiah that says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”   !
1. The shame referred to here is end-time shame, shame before the 

Judge of all the earth on the day of judgment.  !
2. It is a glorious blessing to know that you will not be put to shame 

on that great day.  !
3. On that day, all that has ever been done or said or thought will be 

made known, even the most secret things and the most private 
things.  !

4. That is a disturbing thought. !
5. Yet the Christian need not fear.  !
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6. If you are in Christ, you will not be put to shame because Christ 
was put to shame in your place on the cross.  !

B. We should not overlook Paul’s repeated use of the words “everyone” and 
“all” in these verses.  !
1. Christ is ready and able to save anyone who will come to him.  !
2. The gospel is offered to all people.  !
3. It does not say, ‘Get yourself cleaned up first so that you can be 

acceptable.’   !
4. It does not say, ‘First prove that you are worthy.’   !
5. No.  It simply says, ‘Here is the gift of eternal life.  If you will take 

it, if you will simply believe the word that is near you, the gift is 
yours.’ !

6. Christ bestows his riches on all who call on him.  !
7. He does not look upon us with a frown and wait until we do 

something to get in his good graces.  !
8. He does not withhold his blessings until we have shown ourselves 

to be worthy of them. !
9. He lavishes his riches on the undeserving.  !
10. And as he looks upon us clothed in his own righteousness, he gives 

us more and more grace.  !
C. In verse 12 Paul returns to the main theme of chapters 9-11, the problem of 

unbelieving Israel.  !
1. Here he points out that there is no distinction between Jew and 

Gentile when it comes to God’s saving plan.  !
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2. There is only one way of salvation.  !
3. There is not one way of salvation for Jews and another way for 

Gentiles.  !
4. There is only one Lord:  the Lord Jesus Christ.  !
5. There is only one way to receive the blessings found in him:  calling 

on his name.  !
6. This speaks strongly against the notion held by some Christians 

that there will be a future period in which only Jews will be saved, 
and saved in a manner that is markedly different than the way 
Gentiles are saved.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. This passage speaks to the subject of assurance of salvation.  !

1. The gospel says that the word is near you.  !
2. The promise of the gospel is that if you will call on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, you will be saved.  !
3. If you believe in Christ with your heart and confess him with your 

lips, you can be confident that you will not be put to shame at the 
Last Day.  !

B. Sinclair Ferguson illustrates this by telling a story about Queen Victoria.  !
1. The queen once asked one of her chaplains whether a person could 

be absolutely sure in this life of their eternal safety.  !
2. The chaplain answered that he was sorry to say that he did not 

know any way a person could have such certainty.  !
3. That conversation was published in a newspaper, and it was read 

by a man named John Townsend.  !
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4. Townsend began praying for the queen, and he decided to write 
her a letter.  !

5. His letter read as follows:  
 
To our gracious majesty, the Queen Victoria,  
 
From one of her most humble subjects, 
 
With trembling hand but with heartfelt love, and because I know we can 
be absolutely sure now of our eternal life in the home that Jesus went to 
prepare, may I ask your most gracious majesty to read the following 
passages of Scripture:  John 3:16 and Romans 10:9-10.  These passages 
prove that there is full assurance of salvation by faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ for those who believe and accept his finished work. 
 
I sign myself, 
 
Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 
 
John Townsend !

6. A few weeks later, he received a letter through the mail.  !
7. It said this:  

 
To John Townsend, 
 
Your letter of recent date I received, and in reply would state, that I have 
carefully and prayerfully read the portions of Scripture referred to.  I 
believe in the finished work of Christ for me, and trust by God’s grace to 
meet you in that home of which he said, ‘I go to prepare a place for you.’  
 
Victoria !

8. Spiritual certainty really is that simple.  !
9. The word is near you.  !
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10. With the heart one believes that word and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.  
 


