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Message: Be Wholehearted, Pure Hearted!
 
TEXT: Revelation  22:13-21

Introduction 

  A.  The epilogue or final summation of the book of Revelation in 22:6-21 contains 5
exhortations from our risen Lord Jesus to us, His church.  These are practical applications
we are to have in response to the visions we have seen of the present conflict between His
kingdom and the kingdom of this world under the devil’s sway, visions of His sovereign
rule over and intermediate judgments upon this present world, and visions of His
glorious, victorious return to defeat all that oppose Him and to create a new heavens an
earth in which His people dwell with Him in righteousness forever. 

            Epilogue:  Revelation 22:6-21

I.  22:6-7        1   Exhortation - Keep these words!st

II.  22:8-10     2  Exhortation - Worship God!nd

III.  22:11-12  3  Exhortation - Be wholehearted! rd

IV.  22:13-17  4  Exhortation - Be pure-hearted. Wash your robes!th

V.  22:18-20   5  Exhortation - Respect God’s Word!  Do not add or subtract from it.  th

  B.  These 5 final exhortations to holiness, like the entire book itself,  are intended to stimulate
and sustain the church’s faith in Christ, so that in spite of the devil’s hatred and the
world’s opposition, the church will inherit the eternal kingdom, glory, presence, and joy
of her Lord.  

  C.  In past weeks we have fed on Christ’s first two exhortations. Today we will focus on the
third and fourth exhortations from our Lord - Be continually wholehearted and pure in
your devotion to Christ.

I.  22:11-12   Be Wholehearted! 

Revelation 22:11  "Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy,
still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one
who is holy, still keep himself holy."  "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is 12

with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 

  A.  It is striking to most readers that verse 11 contains imperatives = commands.  The command 
to still be righteous and keep yourself holy is not unexpected.  It is consistent with His 



commands to be wholeheartedly His.  But the command to the one doing wrong (present 
participle - continuous way of life) to still do wrong, to the filthy to still be filthy, is hard 
to understand, unless we ask the question, still do wrong as opposed to doing what? 

Answer: as opposed to being a half-hearted follower of Jesus; as opposed to be lukewarm
in your love, loyalty, obedience to Jesus as Savior, Lord, God.  Earlier in Revelation Jesus
spoke this way in warning His churches to repent from this hypocritical way of life.

Revelation 3:15   'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you
were cold or hot.  'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will 16

vomit (emeo) you out of My mouth.  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become 17

wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and
miserable and poor and blind and naked, 

Isaiah 19:14  The LORD has mixed within her a spirit of distortion; They have led Egypt
astray in all that it does, as a drunken man staggers in his vomit (LXX: emeo). 

  C.  To be half-hearted is to be neither hot nor cold.  It is to claim to be a Christian, a follower of 
Jesus as Lord, yet to have divided love, loyalty, obedience toward Him as Savior, Lord, 
God.  Other loves, loyalties, and “lords” routinely displace Him when following Him, 
when self-denial is inconvenient.

James 1:5  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But he must ask in faith 6

without any doubting (diakrino), for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea,
driven and tossed by the wind.  For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 7

anything from the Lord,  being a double-minded man (dipsuchos = two souled), 8

unstable in all his ways. 

      1.  Christ is obviously vehemently opposed to this condition of heart, repeating His warnings 
against it.

Luke 6:45   "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is
good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth
speaks from that which fills his heart.  "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not 46

do what I say?  "Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I 47

will show you whom he is like:  he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and 48

laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that
house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.  "But the one who has heard 49

and has not acted, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation;
and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house
was great." 

Matthew 7:21   "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  "Many 22



will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  "And then I will 23

declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE
LAWLESSNESS.' 

      2.  So half-heartedness is a death wish.  But why?  Wouldn’t Jesus prefer people call Him 
Lord and God, rather than people who deny He is Lord and God?  Why such strong 
warnings?  

Answer: Those who die rejecting Christ as Lord out of ignorance will surely incur God’s 
wrath, but hypocrisy simply exacerbates such wrath, because half-hearted followers of 
Jesus know better, and yet reject Him anyway.

a.  They devalue His very being and character by valuing created things, including 
themselves, above Him.  They worship the idols of their hearts above Him.

b.  They devalue the power of His heart-transforming grace that He made available to us 
through His sacrificial work on the cross.  His grace is free, but it is not cheap, not 
chincy. By God’s grace He creates in us wholeheartedness, and delivers us from 
half-heartedness.  The power of God’s grace does not save us in spite of our half-
heartedness, but saves us from our half-heartedness.

Deuteronomy 30:6  "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart
and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. 

Jeremiah 24:7   'I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the LORD; and
they will be My people, and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with
their whole heart. 

Romans 6:6   ... our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of
sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; ...  17

But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient
from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,  and 18

having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

  B.  To be wholehearted is to love and receive Christ for all that He is with all that we are and 
have, to receive Him as our Savior, Lord, and God.  Those who do so are blessed with 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Matthew 22:36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  And He said 37

to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR
HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  "This is 38

the great and foremost commandment. 



John 20:28   Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said 29

to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not
see, and yet believed." 

      1.  It is to such wholeheartedness that Christ called His churches in chapters 2 and 3.  Notice 
that though the Ephesian church appeared to have much of its act together, a lack of 
wholehearted love required repentance.

Revelation 2:2  'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot
tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are
not, and you found them to be false;  and you have perseverance and have endured for 3

My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  'But I have this against you, that you 4

have left your first love.  'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and 5

repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove
your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent. ...  ... To him who overcomes, I will 7

grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.' 

      2.  Only the wholehearted could be asked to suffer imprisonment and death for Christ’s sake.  
Overcoming the world in order to escape the second death and eat of the tree of life does 
not come by half-heartedness, but by wholehearted faith that produces wholehearted love, 
loyalty, and obedience to Jesus Christ as Lord.

Revelation 2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  'He who has 11

an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be
hurt by the second death.'

  C.  Christ did not chastize the half-hearted, lukewarm Laodician church in order to destroy it, 
but in order to save it.  His refusal to accept half-hearted devotion is a manifestation of 
His unfathomable love.

Revelation 3:19   'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous
and repent.  'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens 20

the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 

    Jeremiah 29:13  'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your
heart. 

II.  22:13-17   Be Pure-hearted! 

  A.  A key to offering to Christ a whole heart is to offer Him a pure heart, with no idols or 
impurity filling it. (Illustration: a full flask with stones of impurity and water of the Spirit, 
represents a full heart, but full of what?  It cannot be full of Christ’s Spirit if it harbors 
unrighteousness.)



  B.  Christ invites the pure in heart to partake of eternal life as part of His glorified church (city).  
What was forbidden to the first Adam is now available to all believers through the second 
Adam, Jesus Christ.

Revelation 22:13   "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end."  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right 14

to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs and the 15

sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who
loves and practices lying.

   Matthew 5:8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

      1.  The meaning of the metaphor of “clean robes”

a.  option #1 - forensic or legal righteousness, by what the blood of Christ provides.

Revelation 7:13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are
clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?" 14 I
said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who
come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

b.  option #2 - ethical or moral righteousness, again by what the blood of Christ provides.

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." 8 It was
given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints.

      2.  The meaning of the metaphor of “washing” in this context.

a.  Notice that we are to do the washing.  Notice also that the verb is a present continuous 
participle, denoting continuous action.

Revelation 22:14   Blessed are those washing their robes, so that they may have
the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 

   b.  The Lord repeatedly calls us to ethical (as well as forensic) cleansing.

Isaiah 1:16 "Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your
deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; .... 

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God.



James 4:8  ... Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart

   c.  The blood (death) of Jesus both provides for the forgiveness of our legal guilt, but also 
for the ethical cleansing of our hearts from impure attitudes and desires. 

Titus 2:13   looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  who gave Himself for us to redeem us 14

from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds. 

Conclusion:   An appeal from Christ to repent from impurity and half-hearted devotions, and 
come to Him.

Revelation 22:12-13  "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
render to every man according to what he has done.  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, 13

the first and the last, the beginning and the end." ...   "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to16

testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David,
the bright morning star."  The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who 17

hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the
water of life without cost. 

  A.  Christ will come again and judge the sincerity of our hearts by how we have lived.  We can 
count on His bringing His reward, because Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end.  He will be here to finish what He has begun.

  B.  To those who would turn from impurity and half-hearted devotion, Christ says “Come.”  
Christ will not despise a broken and humbled heart - if He can have all the pieces. 

Psalm 51:17   A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Jeremiah 29:13  'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your
heart. 
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