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Message #1          Various Texts 

 

There are four books in the New Testament which account for 48% of the entire NT.  These 

books are known as the “Gospels,” and we call them Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Matthew 

is “the” NT book that bridges a gap of 400 silent years between Malachi, the close of the OT and 

the coming of Jesus Christ and the beginning of the NT.  Matthew was written by a Jew to the 

Jews to establish something very significant about Jesus Christ, namely, Jesus Christ is Israel’s 

Messiah, King, Savior and Judge.  It is Matthew who draws from the OT and first points out 

the fact that the Messiah would be fully human and fully God (Is. 9:7/Matt. 1:1; Is. 9:6/Matt. 

1:23).  It was Matthew who first unraveled the Messiah would die (Ps. 22:15-16; Is. 53:12; Matt. 

27:38) and yet one day would reign on the earth (II Sam. 7:13; Is. 9:7; Matt. 25:31-34). 

 

QUESTION #1 – Why study the book of Matthew? 

 

Reason #1 - Because Matthew is a  rare  book of God found in the Bible. 

 

Matthew has never been debated as being a book that belongs in the Bible.  In fact, Matthew is 

the Gospel which has the most external evidence as being an inspired book of God.  There are 25 

external sources which claim Matthew is an inspired book of God.   

 

Reason #2 - Because we get our  first  NT glimpse as to who Jesus Christ is–Israel’s promised  

                        Messiah and King of the OT. 

 

There is a phrase that occurs in Matthew at least 16 times–“This was to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet.”  When one carefully studies Matthew, one must come to terms with 

Jesus Christ.  He is God!  He is Israel’s King!  He is the Savior of the world! 

 

Reason #3 - Because we get our first NT glimpse as to  why  Jesus Christ first came to this  

                        earth–to be King and to establish a Jewish Kingdom. 

 

The words “the kingdom” occur some 56 times in Matthew and the expression “the kingdom of 

heaven” occurs only in Matthew.  This phrase refers to heaven’s rule on earth with Jesus 

Christ ruling the earth as King.  Matthew 10:5-6 makes it clear that Jesus Christ came first and 

foremost to Israel.  Jesus Christ Himself understood His own coming to this world to be first 

focused on Israel (Matt. 15:24). 

 

Reason #4 - Because we see the importance of  Israel  in the plan of God. 

 

There is a “gospel of the Kingdom” that belongs to Israel.  Matthew is the only book that calls 

Jerusalem “the Holy city” (Matt. 4:5).  Nine times in the book of Matthew, Jesus is identified as 

“son of David” (compared with three times in Mark and Luke and 0 in John).  Matthew is the 

one who calls Jerusalem “the city of the great King” (Matt. 5:35). 
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Reason #5 - Because we see that God did have a plan that  included  Gentiles. 
 

Matthew is the only Gospel writer who mentions the word “church” (Matt. 16:18; 18:17). 
 

Reason #6 - Because we get a glimpse as to what  real  righteousness is as it pertains to Jesus  

                        Christ and Israel as opposed to phony, religious, self-righteous hypocrisy. 
 

Matthew does not shy away from putting much data in this book against the Scribes and 

Pharisees and Sadduccees.  In fact, in the early moments of this book he records John’s 

assessment of them being a “brood of vipers” (Matt. 3:7).  This book is filled with contrasts 

between Jesus Christ and Phariseeism.  Matthew blasts self-righteous religion by illustrating 

things from the life of Jesus Christ and presenting the teachings of Jesus Christ.  He singles out 

the Pharisees and blasts them for teaching traditions of men.  He goes on the offensive in 

attacking their rigid legalism. 
 

Reason #7 - Because Matthew gives us Christological information  not  found in any other  

                        Gospel. 
 

There are six major discourses of the Lord Jesus Christ found in the book of Matthew, which 

have information found nowhere else. 
 

QUESTION #2 – Who wrote Matthew? 
 

None of the Gospel writers identify themselves probably because they are writing about the life 

and ministry of Jesus Christ.  When it comes to determining the author, we must rely on the early 

church fathers.  From the earliest church fathers there is a unanimous agreement that 

Matthew was written by Matthew, referred to as Levi, the tax gatherer who became a 

disciple and an apostle of the Lord.  Matthew was the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14).  Matthew 

was a tax collector who worked for the Roman government when Jesus called him to Himself 

(Matt. 9:9).  We do not know what type of person he was; however, it is doubtful that he was  

very religious because tax collectors who worked for Rome were lumped in a category of sinners 

and prostitutes and Gentiles and were even banned from the temple (Matt. 9:9-10; 11:19; Luke 

15:1).  The religious Jews considered a tax collector to be an immoral traitor.  The fact that 

Matthew was called “Levi” (Luke 5:27-29) indicates that he probably was a Levite.  Being a  

Levite must have been a double thorn to the religious society because here was one with a relig- 

ious background working at what they considered to be a detestable secular job.  It is interesting 

that Matthew honors Jesus Christ when he is called by Him and puts on a huge party and invited 

all his friends (Luke 5:29).  The Pharisees hated Matthew, who loved Jesus.  I am convinced that 

this book is designed to make a distinct contrast between Jesus Christ and the hypocritical right-

eousness set forth by the Jewish leaders.  Matthew shows us that God uses people who are from 

the “other side” of the normative religious tracks.  
 

Let me give you four reasons why Jesus Christ chooses Matthew-types who have been lowdown 

sinners: 
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1. The  Physician  Reason - He came to save those spiritually sick (Matt. 4:24). 

2. The  Potential  Reason - Those who are forgiven much, love Jesus Christ much  

(Luke 7:34, 47). 

3. The  Pastoral  Reason - Jesus is the ultimate shepherd who goes after lost sheep  

(Luke 15:1, 4). 

4. The  Program  Reason – Jesus came to save sinners, not those who think they aren’t the one. 

 

The last glimpse we get of Matthew is in the list of apostles gathered in the upper room, awaiting 

the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:13).  Little is known about what happened to him.  Some suggest he 

stayed in Jerusalem for 12 years and then went out to preach to other lands.  Some accounts say 

he was martyred and other accounts say he died a natural death. 

 

QUESTION #3 – Did Matthew write the book in Hebrew or Greek? 

 

All the preserved manuscripts of Matthew are in Greek and there have never been found a 

Hebrew manuscript of Matthew.  The problem comes because there are five individuals in 

history who claim Matthew was written originally in Hebrew, and then copied into Greek: 

1. Papis (A.D. 80-155) – “Matthew compiled the oracles in the Hebrew speech…”; 2. Irenaeus 

(A.D. 130-202) – “Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own 

dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching in Rome and laying the foundations of the 

church”; 3. Origen (A.D. 185-254); 4. Eusebius (4
th

 century); 5. Jerome (6
th

 century).   

One possible solution to this is that Matthew may have written it in both languages. 

 

QUESTION #4 – What is the purpose of the book of Matthew? 

 

Matthew does not contain a specific statement of purpose like John does (John 20:30-31).  

However, Matthew 1:1 makes it very clear that Matthew’s purpose is to show that Jesus Christ  

is the rightful heir to the throne of David and is Israel’s foreordained King.  Matthew connects 

Jesus Christ to the OT and shows how the prophecies of the OT are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

Matthew’s purpose is to show Israel that Jesus Christ was her King. 

 

QUESTION #5 – Why are there four Gospel accounts of Jesus Christ? 

 

The English word “Gospel” comes from an old Anglo-Saxon word “godspell” which means a 

God-story or a good-story.  The actual Greek word means “good news.” 

(Suggestion #1) - To show how important the life of Jesus Christ is to the entire world. 

(Suggestion #2) - Each presents a different aspect of Jesus Christ (Matthew - Jesus Christ is 

Israel’s Messiah and King; Mark - Jesus Christ came to be a servant; Luke - Jesus Christ had a 

remarkable humanity; John - Jesus Christ is God). 

(Suggestion #3) - Each presents Jesus Christ to a different audience (Matthew - Jews; Mark -  

Romans; Luke - Greeks; John - Church). 

(Suggestion #4) - Each presents a different picture of Jesus Christ: Matthew - formal picture; 

Mark - collection of snapshots from His life; Luke - moving picture as He walked through life; 

John - internal picture of who He really is. 
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QUESTION #6 – When was the book of Matthew written? 

 

(Fact #1) - Matthew was written before A.D. 70 because Jerusalem was still in existence and 

                   had not been destroyed.  Matt. 4:5; 27:53 

(Fact #2) - Matthew was written after A.D. 30-33 because it was written after the resurrection 

                   of Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:6).  (Time frame somewhere between A.D. 33-70.) 

(Fact #3) - Matthew was written apparently after the Church Age began because Matthew 

                   alludes to the Church and assumes readers know what it is (Matt. 16:18; 18:17). 

                   Eusebius claims that the apostles branched out of Palestine 12 years after Christ 

                   gave them the command to do so.  If Matthew were written during this time frame,  

                   the dates would be A.D. 35-47. 

(Fact #4) - There is a comment in history by Irenaeus that Matthew wrote his Gospel while  

                   Peter and Paul were preaching the Gospel in Rome.  The actual dates of this would  

                   be A.D. 60-64.  However, we know Paul’s Gospel arrived in Rome well in advance  

                   of him. 

 

Taken all of these facts together, we may assume that Matthew was written somewhere between 

A.D. 50-60.  If you are a low-down sinner, this book says God can do great things with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


