
Revelation Lesson 46
Sardis: The Lifeless Church (Commendation)

Revelation 3:1  And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath
the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou
livest, and art dead. 

Revelation 3:4  Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and
they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

Last week we started our look at the Church at Sardis and also started our look at verse 1. Tonight
we are going to take a look at the second part of verse 1 and also see verse 4 from Chapter 3! Here
we shall see Christ's Compliments to the Church at Sardis:

I know – As I stated in Lesson 24: “The word here has two meanings depending on the context.
One meaning is “to see” the other is “to know” and thus this context implies not merely that he
“sees” (this is how Eugene Peterson put it in The Message) but rather the KJB translators were
absolutely correct in rendering this word as “know” due to the context further down. Think about
this,  if  you  denote  ONLY  that  Christ  “saw”  then  that  would  not  allow  Him  access  as  the
Omniscient One – The All-Knowing One. To merely allow Him to see would merely relegate Him
to His Omnipresent (Everywhere at  Once) Status. This shows that He KNOWS what they are
THINKING.  What  they  are  doing,  why  they are  doing  what  they are  doing!  He has  inherent
knowledge.”

thy works, - Again taking a note from Lesson 24, I restate what Bro. J. Vernon McGee said: “We
need to understand that He is speaking to believers. The Lord Jesus does not ask the lost world for
good works.” As a matter of fact recall Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” I often refer back to Matthew 7:21-23 to show that if EVER there was a moment to be SAVED
BY WORKS that would be it (BTW, that scene shows the Great White Throne Judgment Revelation
20:11-15) but we see NONE are saved by their works. Also, for those who are Church workaholics,
please understand that all work is not necessarily well pleasing in the sight of God look at the case of
Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38-42). 

that thou – Notice again the reference made earlier: “thy works” and now “that thou.” We see
again that Christ  is referring to the Church as a whole (because of the singular you: Thy and
Thou). If He were referring to individuals He would have said “your works that ye” but rather the
emphasis is upon the congregation as a whole. 

We have noted in past lessons where Christ has spoken to all of the Congregation and then to the
individuals. Seeing as He is still speaking to the body as a whole what is His compliment?

hast a name – Here it is, The Church at Sardis had a name! Oliver B. Greene said the following:
“Members of the church at Sardis had the name that they were alive, but the Lord is omniscient,
He knows all things, and though Sardis announced life, God knew [better]. Man looks upon the
outward appearance, God looks on the heart. Many times when we pass a magnificent structure
we say, “My! That is a great church! What a beautiful building!” While a little store-building on
down the street, with the word Mission written across the door, may be a much greater church in
the eyes of the Lord than the great edifice on Main Street.” 

We have a name – we are called CHRISTIANS. But oh how many times we fail THAT NAME
which is ABOVE all others! Here is the picture – sadly many times over in today's society – that is



presented to the lost and undone out there – in that we have a name. What kind of name?

that thou livest, - Here is the best “name” to have is that we are ALIVE! How are we made alive?
Remember that this speaks to Spiritual Life! Jesus tells us how in John 6:63 “It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they
are life.” It is through the Words of God that are powered by the Holy Ghost that are able to give
us Spiritual life. Paul stated in 2 Corinthians 3:6b “...but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth life.” 

Many today look for a church that is “alive” but be careful how you define “alive” if you search for
a rock concert or something to appease your flesh, you are barking up the wrong tree! The Holy
Ghost AND the Word of God is where there is life!! So declares the Word of the Living God! But
there again, even if the ol' King James Bible is preached and there is no freedom of the Holy Ghost
to move, lead, reprove and convict of sin, then there is no true life there. 

Suffice it to say beloved that if you ONLY have “the Spirit” and no Word OR the Word and no
Spirit then THERE IS NO LIFE. BOTH must be there for the Church to be classified by God to be
“alive.” Such was the problem of the Pharisees in that they knew the “letter” of the Law but forgot
the “Spirit of the Law.”

VERSE 4 

Thou hast – We now observe verse 4, we will finish the last portion of verse 1 next week. Here we
see again that Christ is giving a compliment to individuals as He says to those “few names” in
Sardis. But here we see that He is speaking to the whole Church. Some say this is part of His
condemnation, but I however see this as a wonderful compliment to those few names who were
faithful to Christ, indeed one can readily see that application to those who were NOT faithful. But I
think here the safe interpretation is a praise or compliment to those who were being faithful to the
Lord.  Please  notice  the present  tense wording of  “hast.”  This  indicates  that  these  were  being
faithful.

a few names – Those who were being faithful comprised a remnant of a few names. When we
apply this to Church history we observe that the Lord shall “always” have those who are faithful to
Him. Again we find Christ's commendation to the Church is that they have a NAME that they are
alive and here we find Christ saying that He has found A FEW NAMES in the Church who were
undefiled.

even in Sardis – Again we have mentioned the city in which the “few names” were that were
faithful to the Lord. Oliver B. Greene noted: “The remnant...in Thyatria were referred to as “the
rest in Thyatira.” How may the rest were, we do not know. But notice there in Sardis the Scripture
says, “a few names.” There were a few – a very few – in Sardis, who were undefiled, who had not
completely  denied  the  Lord.  The  majority  in  Sardis  had  a  name  that  they  were  alive,  but
[evidently] only a few really were alive.” The last sentence is where I differ with Greene, I think
that those that HAD the name that they were alive – were hypocrites – they were saved but they
were living in sin – more on that next week. But this remnant was comprised of those who were –
as the Bible says of Job – Escheweth or rejected evil. I shall say that to find those who continually
reject evil, wickedness and sin are truly hard to come by – almost as we Southerners say – scarce
as hen's teeth – but not THAT scarce! 

which  have  not  defiled  their  garments; -  These  were  they  who  had  not  defiled  their
garments.  Now  what  is  this  speaking  of?  Physical  clothes?  No.  This  refers  to  their  Spiritual
clothes. Bro. Waite says: There were a few who didn't defile themselves. That word defile is an



interesting term. It is MOLUNO (G3435) which means to: pollute, to stain; to contaminate. It's
used in the New Testament of those who have NOT kept themselves pure from the defilements of
sin. They've soiled themselves by fornication and adultery. The Lord Jesus Christ mentioned at
least 13 things that defile in the Gospel of Mark in Mark 7:20-23  “And he said, That which cometh
out of the man, that defileth the man.  21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  murders,   22   Thefts,  covetousness,  wickedness,  deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:  23  All these evil things come from
within, and defile the man.” James elaborated on this in: James 3:6 “And the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”

The garments referred to are curious. Some think these are the ones mentioned in Revelation 6:11
“And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should
rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should be fulfilled.” and Revelation 7:13-14  “And one of the elders answered, saying
unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?  14  And I said
unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knowest.  And  he  said  to  me,  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

But I  beg to differ,  those white robes speak of  the righteousness  of  Christ.  These garments  I
believe are mentioned in Revelation 19:8 “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” Notice the wording in
Verse 4 here: THEIR GARMENTS. Hence I think this bespeaks of our testimony. When we go
“play in the world” we can damage or even ruin our NAME for Christ in other words we can “mess
up”  or  defile  our  testimony.  Please  note  that  all  these  defilements  will  be  removed  at  the
Judgment Seat of Christ. But these, well, their testimonies have been unsoiled by the world. Not to
say that they won't have any “wood, hay or stubble” to burn up!

and they shall – Note the future tense “they shall.” Here the emphasis is upon the singular. Not
to be confused with the whole Church (or the church of Sardis) but rather this refers to those “few
names.”

walk with me – The online Revelation Commentary says of this phrase that “this is the reward of
the faithful.” 

in white: - As we have noted before this speaks of the purity of the believer's testimony. When we
come to verse 5 we shall see the emphasis upon the Purity and Righteousness of Christ. Hence we
shall see that these so mentioned here will be double robed. 

for  they  are  worthy.  -  Finally  we  come  to  this  strange  seemingly  contradictory
statement....HOW can you and I be said to be worthy??? Well, for starters this refers to those  who
are saved once they are in their Glorified bodies. So the conditions will one day be different – now
those that were alive in 96AD are in the presence of the Lord within the 3rd Heaven in the Paradise
of God, but have yet to receive their Glorified Resurrection body – which will happen on the Day
of Redemption – or what we call the Rapture.

Now, we know that the Lord Himself  alone is  worthy.  We'll  see that as Dr.  Waite says:  “...in
Chapter 4 of Revelation. The Lord Jesus Christ is worthy and He wants us to walk in a worthy
manner of Him Who has truly saved us. That's a tall order, but that's what God would have us to
do.” How so? Notice Colossians 1:10 “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;” That's what Paul told
the Church at Colossae to do, and if he told them that then it IS POSSIBLE to do!


