
BAPTIST DISTINCTIVE #4
A SEPARATED CHURCH

1 PETER 1:13-15

INTRODUCTION
“Gird up the loins of your mind. . .”– This occurs only here in scripture,
where it is applied to the mind being held in constant preparation. It is taken
from the custom of the eastern nations who, when they had occasion to exert
themselves (as in journeying, running, etc.), used to bind up their
long–flowing garments by a girdle or belt about their hips. 
Exodus 12:11–“And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the
LORD'S passover.”

1 Kings 18:46–“And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up
his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.” 

( See also 2 Kings 4:29; 9:1).  

The idea is... Be ready, don’t be unprepared. Don’t be a sloppy thinker.

“. . . be sober. . .”–“To be sober–minded, alert, watchful, circumspect.  To not
be intoxicated with anything.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:6–“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us
watch and be sober.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 

2 Timothy 4:5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of
an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

See also 1 Peter  4:7; 5:8 

“. . .hope to the end. . .”–“To hope, expect with desire.  To hope in someone,
i.e., to trust in, confide in.  Perfectly, entirely, steadfastly, unwaveringly.”
 
“As obedient children. . .”– i.e. manifesting the Christian faith by obedience.
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“. . . not fashioning yourselves. . .” – i.e.  To not fashion alike, don’t conform
to the same pattern outwardly.  

In Romans 12:2, “be not conformed.”    i.e.  Stop being molded by the
external and fleeting fashions of this age, but undergo a deep inner change by
the qualitative renewing of your mind. Such a transformation can be wrought
only by the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18–“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

“Holy”– “set apart, sanctified, separated, consecrated.”  
Its fundamental idea is separation, consecration, devotion to the service of
Deity, sharing in God’s purity and abstaining from earth’s defilement. 
It means morally pure, upright, blameless in heart and life, virtuous, holy. 
 
   I. WE ARE TO BE SEPARATED FROM FALSE DOCTRINE.

(ROMANS 16:17-18)
Isaiah 5:20–“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!” 

(1 Timothy 1:18-20; Titus 3:8-11; Galatians 5:1-10)

  II. WE ARE TO BE SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD AND ITS
STANDARDS.  (1 JOHN 2:15-17; Cf. Psalm 1; Romans 12:1-2)
A. Lust Of The Flesh–Being controlled by sinful appetites and

cravings.  (1 Corinthians 6:15-20)

B. Lust Of The Eyes–Covetousness, materialism, never content
with what you have.
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C. Pride Of Life–Worldly ambition so that one may boast about
what he is, or has or does. 
Galatians 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world. 

 III. WE ARE TO BE SEPARATED UNTO CHRIST AND HIS
CHURCH.
(ROMANS 6:11-13; GALATIANS 2:20; PHILIPPIANS 3:7-14)
Separation is not only negative, but positive.  All that we do should be
to God’s  glory.

(1 Corinthians 10:31; 15:58)

Hebrews 12:1-2

  IV. WE ARE TO BE SEPARATED FROM THE PITFALLS OF
SEPARATION.  (MATTHEW 23:12, 25-28)
A. Pride –  Pride of separation is pride and pride is sin.

B. Lack Of Love Or Concern –  Lack of love or concern for
those who do not agree with us is sin.  We must hate the sin,
but love the sinner.  This does not mean that we compromise.

C. Separation Is Not The End But The Means – Separation
from the world and unto God is not the end but only the means
to an end, that is, that our lives might witness for Christ.

D. Hypocrisy –  Separation on the outside but not on the inside. 
We must have both.

Page 3 of  3


