
Reigning Grace (2): through persecution and martyrdom                Hymns 309, 509, 506 
 

The title given me for this sermon is Reigning Grace – through persecution and martyrdom, and again, as I did 

in the first sermon, I want to largely limit our focus to a single text—first explaining it, and then expanding it 

by three broad observations... 
 

Now—before I go further, I want to say a few things about suffering persecution and martyrdom in general—

[1] these themes are important because Scripture speaks often about them, Matt.5:10—"Blessed are those who 

are persecuted for righteousness' sake" Jn.15:20—"If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you" 

2Tim.3:12—"Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution" 1Pet.4:14—"If you 

are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you..." 
 

[2] These themes are relevant because of the time in which we live—more than any other time, since the 

beginning of this country, Christians are beginning to experience persecution in this country, and frankly put 

brethren, I really believe it's only going to get worse (now, I understand that in comparison to other countries, 

we know very little persecution, but in comparison to generations gone by, persecution is increasingly 

becoming a reality)...           
 

I.   The Text Explained—in four considerations   

II.  The Text Expanded—in three observations   
 

I.   The Text Explained—in five considerations  
 

1. Although our text this morning, in the more narrowed sense is v10, I want to quickly survey the first 11 

verses...  

2. [a] A repeated exhortation, v1—"Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things 

to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe..." 

3. The apostle has already exhorted them to rejoice early in chapter 1 and 2, and will say it again in chapter 

4... 

4. I think there's several reasons why he repeats this exhortation to rejoice—first, we have every reason to 

rejoice... 

5. Secondly, it's not always easy to rejoice—Christians must rejoice in the midst of hardship, sorrow, and 

suffering... 

6. [b]  A sober warning, v2—"Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation"—that is, 

Jewish false teachers... 

7. These were men who taught that Christians needed to be circumcised and to keep other OC ceremonial 

laws...  

8. In contrast to this he describes Christians as the TRUE circumcision—"who worship God in the Spirit, 

rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh..." 

9. [c] A personal testimony, vv4-11—having described the TRUE circumcision (v3), he now illustrates how 

these are made...  

10. If anyone had reason to boast it was him—from the tribe of Benjamin, a Pharisees, zealous, and blameless 

(externally)...  

11. V7—"But what things were gain to me, thee I have counted loss for Christ"—the things that I formerly 

boasted in... 

12. The things that I trust in—who I was and what I did—these have been counted loss for Christ—he forsook 

them... 

13. But not only did he let go of his own native righteousness, v8—he also counted all things loss for the sake 

of Christ... 

14. I guess there is a sense in which Paul weighed all the things that he formally had on one hand and Christ 

on the other... 

15. On one hand he had his own self merit, honor, and glory, he had fame, respect, ease, and earthly 

possessions... 

16. On the other hand—he had Christ and His righteousness, a righteousness that came not by works, but by 

faith... 
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17. When Paul became a Christian his values changed—what he thought was important, was no longer 

meaningful to him... 

18. Everything that he valued before, when weighed or compared to Christ, was nothing rubbish in 

comparison... 

19. Thus, within verses 8-11, the apostle suggest 5 things that now occupy his desires, all of which are found 

in Christ...  

20. There is a sense in which, within his conversion, the apostle Paul had his priorities radically altered or 

changed... 

21. Everything that was important to him, became rubbish in comparison to what was now esteemed or valued 

by him... 

22. [1] To gain Christ, v8—"Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I 

may gain Christ..." 

23. That is—all of his own merit, obedience, pedigree, and learning, are nothing in comparison to having 

Christ... 

24. V9—"and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith..."  

25. This was Paul's great desire—to be found in the day of judgment, robed with the righteousness of Jesus 

Christ...     

26. [2] To know Christ more intimately, v10—"that I may know Him"—it wasn't enough to have Christ's 

righteousness, he wanted to know Christ personally... 

27. Now, obviously brethren, Paul already knew Christ savingly—but it was his desire to know Him more 

intimately... 

28. Sinclair Ferguson—"Paul knew Christ. But he wants to know Christ more and more. He wants his 

fellowship with him to be sweeter and deeper..."   

29. Now—I've told you this many times—to know Christ is more than knowing about Christ—it's knowing 

Him... 

30. Yes—it's impossible to know Christ without knowing about Christ, but you can know about Christ, and 

not know Christ... 

31. Thus—it was not enough for Paul to be justified by Christ—but he wanted to know Christ personally and 

intimately... 

32. How do Christians know Christ more intimately?—in a  similar way we get to know our wives or 

husbands... 

33. We spend time with them, listening to them and speaking to them—mutual communication is the means of 

knowing... 

34. [3] To know the power of His resurrection—"that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection"—

that is, that is, the power that comes from His resurrection... 

35. Simple put—when Christ rose from the dead, He purchased grace and power, that His people experience 

in union with Him... 

36. John Eadie—"It is the power which belongs to His resurrection; that is, the power which His resurrection 

has or puts forth on those who are in Him, and who are justified by faith in Him..." 

37. Put another way—in His historical work of crucifixion and resurrection—He purchased a powerful 

salvation... 

38. A salvation that not only liberates from sin's penalty (in our justification), but also sin's power (in our 

sanctification)... 

39. Thus—to put it simply—by "power of His resurrection" Paul means, the grace purchased by Christ's death 

and resurrection... 

40. Rom.6:4—"Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life..." 

41. Paul describes our baptism as symbolizing our union with Christ—in conversion, we were united to Christ 

by faith... 

42. We experienced both the merit or virtue of His death and resurrection—the old man died and the new  man 

was raised...  
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43. When our souls are joined with Christ—they experienced the power of His redemption purchased by His 

death and resurrection... 

44. For example, do you remember that woman in the gospels, who merely touched the hem of His garment 

and was healed... 

45. Now—obviously, there was NO power in the garment—the power was from Him, and her faith laid hold 

of it...  

46. Well the same thing happens in our conversion—when our souls is united to Christ, it receives power from 

Him... 

47. Thus—the same power that we experience in our conversion, is known, in some measure in our 

sanctification... 

48. [4] To know the fellowship of His sufferings—"and the fellowship of His sufferings"—by fellowship is 

met sharing... 

49. To "fellowship" is to have something in common—thus, to know "the fellowship of His sufferings" is to 

share in His sufferings... 

50. Now, let me clarify by "sufferings" is not meant Christ's redemptive suffering—these include His entire 

life and esp His death... 

51. Christians do NOT share in these sufferings—they are saved by these sufferings, but they do not share in 

them... 

52. But—what Paul means is, Christians share in Christ's suffering in that, they suffer for the sake of Jesus 

Christ... 

53. Our sufferings are called "His sufferings" because, we are at one with Him, and thus our sufferings are His 

sufferings...  

54. Col.1:24—"I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions 

of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church..."  

55. Again, Paul doesn't mean that he some how completed Christ's redemptive suffering—that was finished at 

His death... 

56. But—what he does mean is—as the church is His body, there is a sense in which our sufferings are His 

sufferings... 

57. Now—before I leave this point, let me mention, that most of the older translations rightly render this word 

"fellowship..." 

58. Christians not only share in Christ's sufferings, but they also have fellowship with Christ in those 

sufferings... 

59. [5] To be conformed to the likeness of His death—"being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may 

attain to the resurrection from the dead..." 

60. Now—Scripture elsewhere describes Christians as being conformed to Christ's life—that is, into His 

character... 

61. Christians are everywhere exhorted to live as Christ lived—to conform their lives to harmonize with His 

life... 

62. Thus, the question becomes—what doers Paul mean when he speaks of—"being conformed to His 

death..." 

63. Well—I suggest Paul desired that his life would be patterned after Christ's death—I suggest this entails 

three things...  

64. [a] We live as dead—that is, we live as those who have died in Christ, to the old man, old ways, and this 

world...  

65. Rom.6:5-6—"For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in 

the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin..." 

66. Thus—because Christ died FOR sin, we must live as dead TO sin—knowing that the old man has been 

crucified... 

67. [b] We live as dying—by this I mean, everyday we die to OURSELVES—we live sacrificial and selfless 

lives...    

68. Lk.9:23—"If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 

follow Me..." 
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69. What does it mean to—"take up your cross daily"—it means to die daily—to die to yourself and your 

lusts... 

70. 1Cor.15:30-31—"And why do we stand in jeopardy every hour? I affirm, by the boasting in you which I 

have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I DIE DAILY..." 

71. [c] We live wiling to die—that is, we live ready to lay down our lives for Christ's sake, if obedience 

demands it...  

72. Now—some of you may know, within the history of the church, there have been extreme views of 

martyrdom...     

73. Phil.1:20—"according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 

boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be a magnified in my body, whether by life or by death..." 

74. Phil.2:17—"Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, 

I am glad and rejoice with you all..." 

75. To be conformed to the image of Christ's death is in part, to be willing to give our lives, if obedience 

determines... 

76. Albert Barnes—"Many are willing to reign with Christ, out they would not be willing to suffer with him; 

many would be willing to wear a crown of glory like him, but not the crown of thorns; many would be 

willing to put on the robes of splendor which will be worn in heaven, but not the scarlet robe of contempt 

and mockery..." 

77. Now, before I suggest three observations, let me first say a few words on v11—"if, by any means, I may 

attain to the resurrection from the dead..." 

78. Having spoken about our present life as a death (being conformed to His death), Paul now speaks about 

life... 

79. That is, he understood that this life is not all there is—his hope didn't end with this life but with that to 

come... 

80. Because he was unified to Christ, he knew he would be raised from the dead, and reign with Christ for all 

eternity... 
 

II.  The Text Expanded—in three observations  
  
A. All Christians suffer for Christ  
 

1. Here within this first observation, I want to say a few broader things about suffering persecution in 

general...  

2. [1] Every Christian suffers for Christ—it's inevitable-every Christian without exception, will suffer for 

Christ...   

3. 2Tim.3:12—"Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ will suffer persecution"—I fear this is one 

reason we don't suffer... 

4. Many Christians in this country try their very best to look, sound, and think, little or no different from the 

world...  

5. Brethren, I don't mean to be unkind, but one reason the world doesn't hate us, is because we are too similar 

to it... 

6. Jn.15:19—"If you were of the world, the world would love its own"—that is, the world doesn't hate those 

who resemble it... 

7. But, in contrast, the world will hate and persecute those who live differently, and tell it the truth of 

Scripture... 

8. Matt.13:21—"(Stony ground hearer) For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he stumbles..." 

9. Thus, I want to hear rather briefly (I hope), suggest three general ways in which this persecution is 

realized...  

10. [a] Social persecution—by this I mean, when society as a whole begins to censure and punish Christian 

businesses...   

11. For example, certain restaurants that identify with Christian values, may NOT be welcome in various 

places...  

12. This of course is nothing new, for within the first 3 centuries, Christians often experienced this kind of 

suffering... 
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13. Heb.10:32-34—"But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great 

struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and 

partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; for you had compassion on me in my 

chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an 

enduring possession for yourselves in heaven..." 

14. [b] Personal persecution—by this I mean, when we endure personal attacks from friends, family, and 

neighbors...  

15. Matt.5:11—"Blessed are you when they revile (insult) and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 

you falsely for My sake..." 

16. Oftentimes, this mistreatment and suffering comes at the hand of those we know personally, and even 

love... 

17. That's why this suffering often hurts as much as it does—brethren, suffering for Christ is not easy, it's not 

painless... 

18. This fact is nowhere more evident than in our Savior—for no one ever suffered more, unjustly, than our 

Savior... 

19. Ps.69:20-21—"Reproach has broken My heart, and I am full of heaviness; I looked for someone to take 

pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. They also gave me gall for My food, and 

for My thirst they gave me vinegar to drink..." 

20. [c] Ecclesiastical persecution—by this I mean, when churches themselves are targeted for persecution and 

malice...   

21. This would be, without doubt, the greatest and most severe form of persecution, something we have yet to 

experience... 

22. [2] Not every Christian suffers the same for Christ—that is, not everyone suffers in the same way and 

degree...  

23. Thus, we mustn't misunderstand what Paul is saying—nowhere in Scripture, are we encouraged to seek 

persecution... 

24. In fact, we are told to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, we are to pray for rulers, that we may live peaceable 

lives... 

25. Phil.1:29—"For to you to has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake..." 

26. Thomas Manton—"Suffering is a gift and an honor given to a few of Christ's choice servants; it is given to 

all to believe, but to some not only to believe, but to suffer..."  

27. Acts 5:41—"So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for His name..." 

28. When people hate us, lie about us, and reject us—for no reason, but because they hate the truth—we ought 

to rejoice... 

29. Not because we rejoice in the sins of others, but because we are enabled to walk the same path that Christ 

walked... 

30. [3] Every Christian suffers for or because of Christ—this is the final reason why Christians suffer in this 

world... 

31. Phil.1:29—"For to you to has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake..." 

32. Here Paul says, their faith was a gift given them "on behalf of Christ"—that is, as the result of Christ's 

work... 

33. But notice—Christ not only secured faith for them, but also the high privilege—"to suffer for His sake 

(because of Him)..." 

34. This is why they suffered—they suffered because they belonged to Christ, and they lived and loved His 

word...  

35. Every time a someone suffers because they're Christian, it's an expression of man's hated for Christ and 

His word... 
 

B. All Christians are enabled to suffer by Christ  
 

1. This is to say—there is in Christ, grace sufficient for every Christian, to endure every kind and degree of 

suffering...  
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2. Just as every other activity and duty of the Christian life, Christians are not expected to work in their own 

strength... 

3. Christ presently sits upon a throne, ruling over His beloved people, giving them power to endure all forms 

of suffering... 

4. The only way Christians are able to endure suffering, is that they personally know the power of His 

resurrection... 

5. Thus—under this second observation, I want to suggest three ways in which Christ enables us to endure 

suffering... 

6. [1] He gives an example of suffering—that is, He shows us by His own suffering, how we endure 

suffering... 

7. 1Pet.2:21-23—"For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that you should follow His steps. Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth, who, when 

He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to 

Him who judges righteousness..."  

8. [2] He provides strength for suffering—that is to say, He makes His grace sufficient in the midst of our 

weakness...  

9. Oh my weak and timid friend—how this truth should embolden us—there is in Christ power to endure 

suffering... 

10. Why is that we suffer so little—well, if you're anything like me, it's largely because we are too afraid to 

speak... 

11. But you object—I am so weak, fearful, timid, and ignorant—good, because these are all qualifications to 

be used of God...  

12. Hymn—"Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near, the Savior's gracious promise hear; His faithful word 

declares to thee, that as thy days, thy strength shall be. Should persecution rage and flame, still trust in thy 

Redeemer's name; in fiery trials thou shalt see, that as thy days, thy strength shall be..." 

13. [3] He provides comfort in suffering—that is to say, Christ draws nearest to those who suffer for His 

name...  

14. This takes me back to the phrase—"the fellowship of His sufferings"—fellowshipping with Christ in 

sufferings... 

15. This is both a beautiful and yet mysterious point—Christ draws nearest to those who endure suffering for 

Him...  

16. Ps.34:18—"The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite 

spirit..." 

17. Col.1:24—"I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions 

of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church..."  

18. Let me illustrate—many of us have recently undergone various degrees of sickness in our individual 

families... 

19. Mothers have a tendency to stay closer to those children that are sickest—their hearts are most concerned 

with them...  

20. It doesn't mean that mothers love sick children more, it simply means, their most sympathetic towards 

them... 

21. And so too, Christ, while He loves all of His people, He especially draws near to those who suffer for 

Him... 
 

C. All Christians, having suffered for Christ, reign with Christ  
 

1. Throughout these verses (vv7-11), the apostle repeatedly reminds us of our present and personal union 

with Christ... 

2. Thus, just as Christ suffered, rose from the dead and now sits on a throne, so shall every person that's 

united to Him... 

3. Rom.8:17-18—"if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. For I consider that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 

us..." 


