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The focus of today’s message is verses 4 and 5: “Then I heard another voice from heaven say-

ing, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; for 

her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.” 

Introduction 

1. The Nature of Babylon 

Babylon is Satan’s religio-political system that he imposes on nations and governments by 

craft and deceit. “She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean 

spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast” (v. 2). 

2. The Ideal on Earth 

A limited government of law that ensures maximum personal liberty under which Christiani-

ty can thrive and replicate itself throughout the world  

3. The Spiritual War  

There are two kingdoms vying for power in the cosmos: Satan’s usurped earthly kingdom 

and Christ’s heavenly kingdom.  

The text before us announces that Babylon is fallen by her own corruption (Gal. 6:7, 8). 

Babylon is about to receive from the Lord’s hand full judgment for all her sins. Believer, you 

do not want to have anything to do with that which is to see the full fury of God’s wrath? 

I. Christ’s Command  

1. Another voice (Jer. 50:28, “A voice! They flee and escape from the land of Babylon.”)  

“Another voice” is the same voice of verse but directed to “my people” and not to Babylon, 

warning them to act on the fact that Babylon is fallen and is about to be judged by God. 

2. The Command 

“Come out of her, my people” (see also Isa. 48:20–22; 2 Cor. 6:14–7:1). Only the Lord 

gives to His people what they truly need—the water of life, true satisfaction, and peace. Sa-

tan has nothing to offer but death and slavery. Flee Babylon. 

a. The command assumes that His people are already in this system. They do not belong to it, 

and they must flee it. There is a terrible urgency to this command. Go out quickly!  

b. Two reasons given for this command: 

1) They must get out so that they do not share (sugkoinoneo, “to share together in partner-

ship or fellowship”) in the sins of Babylon (1 Peter 4:13). 

Illustration: the compromise of Jehoshaphat of Judah who partnered with wicked Ahab 

and Ahaziah of Israel (1 Kings. 22:44; 2 Chron. 19:2, 3). 

2) As they are partners in the sins of the system, they must also be sharers (lambano, “to 

make one’s own by receiving something”) in the plagues of the system. Judgment is 

coming, and its arrival is unknown but certain. 



II. Compromising with the Babylonian System 

1. Relying on human wisdom for the power to live the Christian life (Matt. 16:18; Acts 1:8).  

2. Borrowing from worldly philosophy and culture for a model to do God’s work (Acts 2:42ff).  

3. Looking for results and success as defined by the world.  

Did God call us to church-planting and church-building or to disciple-making?  

Application 

1. We read in Joshua this week: “Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 

inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very coura-

geous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. 

Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever 

you go” (1:6–8). 

2. Israel failed to do what God commanded because she became entangled with the culture of 

the heathen around them, adopting their ways, serving their gods, and, thereby, incurring 

God’s wrath. 

3. The church has followed in Israel’s footsteps. 

a. We have adopted the business model for church government, doing church rather than be-

ing the church. 

b. We have given up our right and privilege as sons of God in the true temple of God by tak-

ing second-class citizenship and yielding to the dispensational model that sees apostate Is-

rael as the true people of God. 

c. We have adopted a worldly salesmanship as the method of soul-winning to recruit new 

members into the church, than attempting to keep them by compromising the Scripture, us-

ing feel-good messages and entertainment based on Hollywood standards. 

May God grant us repentance, strength, and courage to trust God and take the territory of 

our inheritance for Christ and His kingdom. 


