
February 28, 2016 

AMAZING RACE 
 

VIDEO: THE AMAZING RACE 
 

ARE YOU JUST OUT FOR A STROLL? 
- Many Chrns take a very casual approach toward walking w Jesus. 
- “We want to be in a church where we know we’ll be stretched” 
   1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to 
get the prize. 25  Everyone who competes in the games goes into 
strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26  Therefore I do not run 
like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating 
the air. 27  No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so 
that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. (I have to keep myself in training) 
 

I URGE YOU TO JOIN THE AMAZING RACE 
Teaching Chrns to walk in their sanctification w Jesus every day. 
Challenge them to pray One prayer w Five guiding requests.   
Asked about 12 pl to live last 5, what im teach u today, use results 
  Psalm 139:23-24  Search me, God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts. 24  See if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  
David Gallimore-evangelist. International Ministries Ch Nazarene 
 Search Me   
- G knows us, thru & thru, but we don’t always know ourselves.  
  Ask, “Reveal to me what You see”  Attitude, Judgmental, SIN  
-  
  After couple days of not hearing anything… So this morning I 
didn't just pray my prayer, I meditated on it & ask the Lord to 
speak to me through His word in my devotion time.   
There were three things that He showed me: 
1 Ps 34:8  I need to find my refuge in Him; no one & nothing else 
2 Pr 21:2 The Lord will convict me even when I think I know what 
   I'm doing (and He'll remind me I really have no clue) 

 
3 Humble myself.  Even if there are things I am right about;  
  I should just rest in that peace and not try to prove it. 
 

Jeremiah 17:10a “I the LORD search the heart & examine the mind 
 

  When I took your assignment I was excited I thought God was 
going to lead someone into my life that I could help. .. like Miss 
Clara from War Room. . Or somebody who needed a meal or any 
sort of help. ..I mean i often buy people's dinners when they look 
sad or lonely. ..or pay for the person's meal behind me in drive 
thru line . .. I've given a young man the coat i was wearing 
because it was cold and he didn't have one... this is what I thought 
would enter my life after continually praying this prayer. .. but I'm 
sad to say there was no one to help as of this morning.  
 But God laid something else on me I am ashamed to say I didn't 
even know was there. Anybody who knows me wouldn't even 
know it was there. Anger.  I know I get road rage but I've been 
working on keeping cool. I mean how ridiculous to get mad at 
someone in a car that cut me off or drives ten miles under the 
limit. I almost took it like a personal attack, but I have been 
working on that. But this is different anger. I'm so good at faking a 
smile I didn't even realize it was there. 
- By asking God to “search me” I don’t just call him Lord, I 
surrender to Him as Lord. 
 At the beginning or end of ur day ask Jesus to SEACH ME 
 
 Break Me   
- What mean be broken? Not like break my arm. 
  We all have a bit of hardness, think of a bottle of cologne/perf 
  Today we hav sprayer on top. If didn’t have that ud hav break it 
(cologne broke on plane)  
This kind of brokenness is to make me useful for God’s Kingdom 
- Of old habits 
- Temper, Intolerance,  
Woman broke jar of perfume=aroma filled room.   
Jesus broke 5 loaves=fed 5000.  J broke 7 loaves=4000 fed,  
Jesus broke bread this my body=4 my Sin.  J Legs broke.  
Tombs broke open= many holy pl walked around 



- Of seeing only the downside I need to look at the positive. 
Perhaps a positive outlook would bring more praise and 
thanksgiving to God from my heart. 
 Break Me may be the scariest prayer to pray, but it breaks open 
God’s ability to use me. 
 
 Stretch Me   
- Huge danger to Chrnty & to any follower of Jesus, Comfort. 
- Its not natural to ask to be stretched but Professional of all sort… 
- Take me out of my comfort zone 
- There is so much more to do. I need to do more than normal 
everyday things that all people do. I Must learn to step out in faith 
and be bold as a follower of Christ. 
- Problem with comfortable Chrnty??? It does not reflect life of J 
Sunday I was at Winter Jam. I was with my sister and my niece 
who is 11 and in a wheel chair. We were trying to find seats at the 
concert and we found one but a lady threw a fit that her husband 
was going to be sitting there & needed extra room for his walker. 
   There was room for all of us & his walker.  We tried to explain 
we would be standing behind my niece & that we would all fit.  
  She was nasty to us & the security guard.  So we just said it was 
ok & we moved. But it kept bugging me.  Like should we have said 
more???  Remind her why we were there??? Quote bible verses 
...because some came to mind??  We were there for Chrn Concr 
why would anyone be that cruel??? 
 I should have had kinder words for the lady at the concert, she 
probably faced situations like my niece on a daily basis. 
 Stretch Me Lord is an invitation to be used where we are not 
comfortable and where we will need to rely on Jesus = FAITH 
 
 Lead Me  lead me in the way everlasting 
- Versus leave me alone.  
- Lead me in living the right way = Righteousness= Sanctification 
- Thru ur word, reading Bible is hearing God’s voice.  
I don't want to misuse bible verses or to point a finger at 
someone.  I just kept keeping it in. At BS a lady talking about 
proverbs 15:1. I think it was ...A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word turns up anger. It felt like Jesus flicked me in the 
ear. .. like are you listening to me yet? 
Every day J is trying get our atten, this prayer open the connection 
Ps. 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.  
God did open up a couple of situations for me.  I ministered to a 
client on Tuesday with Our Daily Bread Devotional.  I also had a 
situation in which a couple of people "dropped by" the office just 
to chat.  It felt a little like a confessional.  Anyway, the one is a 
non-believer who came to our last movie night & he was seeking 
advice and we talked for a while and I opened up the door for 
future conversations. 
- Did u catch what God did?  He led people to this person because 
of the way they live their life. 
 Lead Me in the way everlasting, and u will have eternal results 
 
 Use Me   
- Prayer, SATAN DOES NOT WANT YOU TO PRAY 
- If u do, ur will discover a diff heart beat in ur inner being that 
  doesn’t come from your heart, It’s the blessing of Jesus. 
 Jn 13, washes Disc feet, if you do these things u will be blessed 
I had missed opportunity.  when I went to the gas station this 
morning to get my newspaper, the person in front of me was 
apparently buying gas w debit card.  The card did not work & as I 
approached, I could see the cashier voiding the transaction for 
$5.00 of gas. By the time I figured out what was going on & 
grabbed my wallet, the guy was driving away...otherwise, I would 
have paid for the gas. 
- Jesus I came to do the works of my Father, we should do same 
I tend to try & justify not doing what the Lord wants me to do by 
what I have already done. I served as deacon for 20 yrs that was 
10 years ago, where am I serving today? I taught Sunday School 
for 20+ yrs, every class from 3rd gr to adult classes, who am I 
teaching today? Served as an usher, mowed lawn & even helped 
re-roof the parsonage- but where am I serving today?  
Thank you for the eye opening challenge.  
 Jesus USE ME, I want to feel a diff heart beat in my soul that 
   comes from you as you USE ME 

THE UN-AMAZING RACE 



THE UN-AMAZING RACE 
- Is ur Chrn walk, UN-AMAZING?  Have you been saved by AMAZ 
GRACE but are now living the UN-AMAZING CHRN RACE? 
 
David Gallimore prays this prayer every day – Changed his life? 
 

* If you join the Amazing Race you will  
experience Amazing Grace 

- This FIVE part prayer SATAN does not want you to pray 
 
- If u prayed this every day u would walk in sanctification 
 
MAIN CHANGED TO AMAZING GRACE 
 
- When tommy was little he couldn’t take legos apart and he 
  would ask Dad break these for me. Why, so make something new 
 

LORD’S SUPPER 
- Bread - Body 
- Juice - Blood 
 
Close:  Old Rugged Cross    LORDS SUPPER  
 
 
Guys at WM  amazing flashlight 
Check out 
Getting in big pick up truck 
 
 
 
  



   I haven't heard anything from God the past 2 days when I have prayed 
the prayer from psalm 139.  Or maybe it's that I didn't hear what God 
was trying to tell me; because I have had a very difficult couple of days 
and instead of turning to Christ (like I know I should) I let my own fleshly 
emotions consume me. 
  So this morning I didn't just pray my prayer, I meditated on it and ask 
the Lord to speak to me through His word in my devotion time.  There 
were three things that He showed me: 
1- psalm 34:8....I need to find my refuge in Him; no one and nothing else 
2-proverbs 21:2...the Lord will convict me even when I think I know 
what I'm doing (and He'll remind me I really have no clue) 
3 humble myself.  Even if there are things I am right about; I should just 
rest in that peace and not try to prove it. 
   Hope I will be sending more tomorrow :) 
Blessings 
Cathy 
 
 
Pastor Evan,  
When I took your assignment I was excited I thought God was going to 
lead someone into my life that I could help. .. like Miss Clara from War 
Room. . Or somebody who needed a meal or any sort of help. ..I mean i 
often buy people's dinners when they look sad or lonely. ..or pay for the 
person's meal behind me in drive thru line . .. I've given a young man 
the coat i was wearing because it was cold and he didn't have one... this 
is what I thought would enter my life after continually praying this 
prayer. .. but I'm sad to say there was no one to help as of this morning. 
But God laid something else on me I am ashamed to say I didn't even 
know was there. .. anybody who knows me wouldn't even know it was 
there. . Anger.  I know I  get road rage but I've been working on keeping 
cool. ..I mean how ridiculous to get mad at a someone in a car that cut 
me off or drives ten miles under the limit. ..I almost took it like a 
personal attack, but I have been working on that. .but this is different 
anger. I'm so good at faking a smile I didn't even realize it was there. 
Sunday I noticed it at the winter jam. I was with my sister and my niece 
who is 11 and in a wheel chair. We were trying to find seats at the 
concert and we found one but a lady threw a fit that her husband was 
going to be sitting there and he needed extra room for his walker. .. 
there was room for all of us and his walker .. we tried to explain we 
would be standing behind my niece and that we would all fit. She was 
nasty to us and the security guard. .. so we just said it was ok and we 

moved. .. but it kept bugging me. .. like should we have said more. . 
Remind her why we were there. .quote bible verses ...because some 
came to mind. . We were there for a christain concert why would 
anyone be that cruel ..also My husband has been drinking more and 
more. . He went to a couple recovery meetings that I thought went 
great but he would instigate an argument before we got home. .. then 
he would leave. He would then come home hours later or the next day 
and be so mean and blame me that he had to drink. .. and I bite my 
tongue and try not to pick a fight and stay calm. .. Bible verses again 
come to mind but I don't dare say them. ..I've really been struggling 
with turning the other cheek. .. or speaking up. .. I've been keeping my 
mouth shut and trying to decide what is right and what is wrong.  I don't 
think I realized how often a snide remark or the way I'd say something 
would come out. And I don't want to misuse bible verses or to point a 
finger at someone. .I just kept keeping it in. Your wife was talking about 
proverbs 15:1. I think it was ...A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word turns up anger. .. it felt like Jesus flicked me in the ear. .. like 
are you listening to me yet? ? Over the last few days I've realized I've 
been mad at things I've had no right to be mad at. .. Lenny's drinking is 
not anything I can fix I can't continue to be mad at myself or God for it. 
 I should have had kinder words for the lady at the concert, she 
probably faced situations like my niece on a daily basis.  It was not an 
attack on me or my niece.  I even realized I've been mad at God for 
taking my son's father over 23 years ago. Like none of the things I've 
been through would have happened if Chris didn't die. Like as if he was 
mine in the first place. But to be angry with God for taking one of his 
own children home and leaving me here. ..I have kept Him at an arms 
length for years. .I pray and I thank him or ask for things but I've kept 
my distance. . I've been less than luke warm due to anger or fear I don't 
even have a right to harbor. .. so now I'm mad at you also for bringing it 
to my attention. .I did not even know this was there. ..I don't know how 
to relinquish this anger and to draw close.There's more but I think you 
get the jist of it.  I'm really struggling with this and I'm sorry this is long 
and not sure it helps you. I'm not even sure I did the assignment right 
but I know I have to get right with God, and I will be working on that.   
So for that thank you! 
 
First off I want to admit I did not pray all the 5 every day. How ever I 
jumped the gun by hitting all five last Friday and have been stuck 
thinking about the two things that put into my mind. First was prayer 
itself. Is there a indecent time to pray or talk to the lord. I find myself 



taking advantage of the times I can clear my head of all thoughts and 
focus on him or something I want to talk with him about. These include 
brushing my teeth, driving to work, lunch break, in the shower, even 
while getting dressed in the morning and ashamed to admit but 
bathroom breaks. I know he deserves my undivided attention and only 
conversations with a clear minded body ( one that is undiluted by anger, 
envy, substances and so on) but I have not really thought much on this 
matter before until this assignment.  And the other is, maybe because It 
keeps coming up in what I've been reading all this week. Is about being 
able to forgive yourself. But I feel this is one of the harder things for me. 
I'm greatful and appreciative of all the people in my life that have 
forgivin me for my past and I find it very easy to forgive the people 
around me (even the the ones who drive slow n make me late or block 
the whole isle at the store and just ignore the fact i want to get by).  Just 
thought I couldn't be the only one who has had these two issues float 
around in their head. So maybe God did search me for faults, help break 
me of bad habits, stretch me to participate, lead me to look deeper 
inside,  and use my thoughts to help someone else.  
 
 
 
Pastor Evan, here is Wednesday and Thursday’s assignment not sure if I  
did what you were expecting us to do, but it made me realize not to be 
comfortable in my walk with the Lord. I tend to try and justify not doing 
what the Lord wants me to do by what I have already done. I served as a 
deacon for 20 years that was 10 years ago, where am I serving today? I 
taught Sunday School for 20+ years, every class from 3rd grade to adult 
classes, who am I teaching today? Served as an usher, mowed lawn and 
even helped re-roof the parsonage- but where am I serving today? 
Thank you for the eye opening challenge.  
Wednesday February 24 
Search Me: when I search myself I seem to have only been finding the 
negative things in my life I think God also wants us to see the positive 
things also. 
Break Me:  Of seeing only the downside I need to look at the positive. 
Perhaps a positive outlook would bring more praise and thanksgiving to 
God from my heart.  
Stretch Me:  There is so much more to do. I need to do more than 
normal everyday things that all people do. Must learn to step out in 
faith and be bold as a follower of Christ 
Lead Me:  Lead me Lord to where you want me to be.  

Use Me: Any way you can 
Thursday February 25 
Search me Lord, know that I desire change in my life.  
Break me of all my old comfortable habits.  
Stretch me Lord to do the things that You desires I do, reach out to 
others, be a bold witness of Your love and presence in my life. To serve 
others as the result of the love shown and given to me thru Jesus . 
Lead me Lord, all the days of my life. I will do my best to follow. 
Use me Lord till I see You face to face.  Amen 
 
As I told you Wednesday, I am not sure I like praying for God to just use 
me...although I would like to think that I am prepared to step up when 
called upon. 
   I did see a couple of things come up. 
  1.  God allowed me to see a couple of problem areas (search/break).  
On Sunday after church I got a little upset about something that I 
needed to apologize for and it was an opportunity to acknowledge and 
begin to work on a shortcoming in my life.  Then I went to check 
something on a friends Facebook page and found it filled with porn...so I 
had to get away from that. 
  2.  God did open up a couple of situations for me.  I told you about the 
client I ministered to on Tuesday with the Our Daily Bread Devotional.  I 
also had a situation (which is not uncommon) in which a couple of 
people "dropped by" the office just to chat.  It felt a little like a 
confessional.  Anyway, the one is a non-believer who came to our last 
movie night and he was seeking advice and we talked for a while and I 
opened up the door for future conversations. 
  3.  I also had missed opportunity.  when I went to the gas station this 
morning to get my newspaper, the person in front of me was apparently 
buying gas with a debit card.  The card did not work and as I 
approached, I could see the cashier voiding the transaction for $5.00 of 
gas. By the time I figured out what was going on & grabbed my wallet, 
the guy was driving away...otherwise, I would have paid for the gas. 
So, that is what I have.  Call with questions. 
Jim 
 

 



SERMON NOTES 
February 28, 2016 

AMAZING RACE 
 

ARE YOU JUST OUT FOR A STROLL? 
    1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 

 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do 
it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will 
last forever. 26  Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I 
do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27  No, I strike a blow to my body 
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself 
will not be disqualified for the prize.  

 

I URGE YOU TO JOIN THE AMAZING RACE 
    Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. 24  See if there is any offensive way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.   (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 __________ Me   
  Jeremiah 17:10a  “I the LORD search the heart & examine the mind… 
 

 __________ Me   
 

 ____________ Me   
 

 ________ Me   
  Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.  
 

 ______ Me   
 

THE UN-AMAZING RACE 
 

* If you join the Amazing Race you will  
experience _____________ _________ 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
“…many of Jesus’ disciples turned back & no longer followed Him.”   (John 6:66) 

All references taken from The New International Version of the Bible unless noted. 
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Three Guiding Principles 
For Our Church 

 
 

HI 5 
It is our goal to greet everyone who visits us  

at least 5 times as they enter  
and 5 times as they leave. 

 
 

50/50 
In all our ministries we endeavor to think about the people who 

have not yet become followers of Jesus Christ.   
50/50 is meant to communicate that we will always strive to 

connect to Pre-Christians as well as Christians. 
 
 

Belong. Believe. Behave.  
We always want to keep in mind that people need to feel a sense 

that they belong no matter what  
their background or past experience. 

To us, Belonging comes before Believing and Behaving. 
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