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THE DEMONIAC CLEANSED
Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:16-37

Mark 1:21-28
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered

the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he
taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out,

24 "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are— the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent,
and come out of him!" 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a
loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned
among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new teaching with authority! He
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28 And at once his fame

spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. ESV

Luke 4:16-37
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his

custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written,

18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them,
"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22 And all spoke well of
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And
they said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23 And he said to them, "Doubtless you will
quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself.' What we have heard you did at
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well." 24 And he said, "Truly, I say to
you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up
three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land,
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26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon,
to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the
Syrian." 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with
wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down
the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away.

31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them
on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed
authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an
unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 "Ha! What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are— the
Holy One of God." 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent and come out of

him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of
him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one
another, "What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out!" 37 And reports about him went out into every

place in the surrounding region. ESV

While in Capernaum our Lord attended the synagogue on the Sabbaths.

Synagogues developed as a place of worship during the Babylonian captivity
because the temple was destroyed and the people were removed from Jerusalem to
Babylon. But they maintained the synagogues even after the temple was rebuilt.

Each synagogue had a council of elders; a president ("ruler of the synagogue");
two alms-collectors; three or more distributors of alms; the delegate of the
congregation who offered prayer and read the Scriptures; and the minister, who
got the building ready for services and taught the school connected with the
synagogue; three members of the council, plus any others who constituted the
"men of leisure," who made up the congregation or quorum, ten being the
minimum required. This assured that at the appointed hour there would always be
a congregation present and services could begin without delay.

Because all of the officials had to be there they were assured of a quorum.
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A typical synagogue service would be along these lines:

When the congregation was seated, the delegate went to the pulpit and offered
public prayer with the people standing. Prayer was closed by reading from
Deuteronomy 4:1-9 and Numbers 15:37-41.

Deuteronomy 4:1-9
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and
do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the
LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word that I
command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD

your God that I command you. 3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal-
peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you all the men who followed
the Baal of Peor. 4 But you who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive today.5

See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me,
that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in
the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 'Surely
this great nation is a wise and understanding people.' 7 For what great nation is
there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call
upon him? 8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous
as all this law that I set before you today?

9 "Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that
your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life.
Make them known to your children and your children's children—

Numbers 15:37-41
37 The LORD said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to

make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to
put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39 And it shall be a tassel for you to
look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to follow
after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after.

40 So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God.
41 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your
God: I am the LORD your God."
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Then the delegate read the "phylacteries":

"defenses" or "protections"), called by modern Jews tephillin (i.e., "prayers") are
mentioned only in Matt 23:5. They consisted of strips of parchment on which were
inscribed these four texts: (1.) Ex 13:1-10; (2.) 11-16; (3.) Deut 6:4-9; (4.) 11:18-
21, and which were enclosed in a square leather case, on one side of which was
inscribed the Hebrew letter shin, to which the rabbis attached some significance.
This case was fastened by certain straps to the forehead just between the eyes.
The "making broad the phylacteries" refers to the enlarging of the case so as to
make it conspicuous.

Another form of the phylactery consisted of two rolls of parchment, on which
the same texts were written, enclosed in a case of black calfskin. This was worn on
the left arm near the elbow, to which it was bound by a thong. It was called the
"Tephillah on the arm."

(from Easton's Bible Dictionary, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc.

And then, the delegate read the "lesson for the day," one from the law and one
from the prophets. Next an exposition of the Scriptures was read by one of the
office-bearers or at their request, by some distinguished person who was present.
Services were then concluded by a brief prayer.

So we see how it was that Jesus was called upon to teach. And they were
astonished at His authority. Jesus did not quote Rabbi, So-and So, Jesus was His
own authority. He spoke "not as our scribes," who never had an opinion of their
own, but "our wise rabbis say."

But there is more! He heals men!

Demonic possession is distinguished from disease in Scripture, although it could
be accompanied by blindness. Demonic possession is a real usurpation of
authority over a man's spirit by a demon resulting, in many cases, in a dual
personality.

It was the man's vocal cords and his voice; but the words of a demon!
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The demon is an "unclean" spirit, i.e. morally impure; therefore it recoiled
violently from the holiness of Jesus Christ.

And the demon knew that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ!

Why did the Lord always silence the demons, although their witness was true?

He knew that no good could come of it because their motive is always wrong.

This was true blasphemy.
A present day example is the fraud on TV who uses “God-words” but the motive
is to get your money!

The unclean spirit dominated the man until it met a stronger Spirit and it had to
obey. Even then, they show wanton cruelty by the treatment of the man.
Luke 4:35 assures us the man was not permanently hurt.

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent and come out of him!" And when the
demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him
no harm.

The impact on the onlookers was wonder at Jesus’ authority!
Jesus’ fame spread throughout Galilee.

Notice that they connected His authority in teaching with power over demons.

No radio, newspapers, email - yet by word of mouth His fame spread quickly:

"Did you hear what Jesus of Nazareth said and did in our synagogue?"

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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SOME LESSONS:

1. Holiness and sin are mutually repellant. "God is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity." "What have I to do with thee...."

If we are to ever be in God's presence we must be rid of sin.
That is what the Holy Spirit does when He imputes the righteousness of Christ to
the account of the once guilty sinner.

An unholy man would be tormented in heaven with God; remember Adam's
response as soon as he sinned? He hid from God.

2. When Satan is loosing his hold on a sinner he does all the harm he can.

This in part, explains why the openly wicked sometimes live without
seeming difficulty while Christians (especially new ones) have so many trials.

3. Have no dealings with Satan or his agents.

When Christ was tempted in the wilderness, he would not debate Satan; He met
the temptation with Scripture.

Eve wanted to know more about how they could become as gods determining
good and evil for themselves.

The devil only means to destroy you. Jesus shut him up.
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