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How do you envision heaven?  What activities will go on 

there?  Do you picture people playing golf on the most beautiful 

golf courses imaginable and skiing on the most spectacular snow-

covered mountains and swimming in crystal clear lakes?  Maybe 

your thoughts gravitate to the health and happiness that believers 

will enjoy in heaven.  There will be no sickness or sadness.  I think 

it’s perfectly legitimate for believers to eagerly anticipate all the 

rich blessings we will enjoy when we are with God in heaven.  We 

will have resurrected bodies and will live in a new heaven and new 

earth, and I don’t doubt there will be many wonderful activities to 

enjoy, including great food and drink.   

But as we anticipate all these good things, we need to know 

that the focal point of heaven is God, Himself.  We will not be 

there simply to enjoy our own personal pleasures.  Our pleasure 

will be in God.  Our hearts will burst with happiness because we 

will finally be in the very presence of the One who saved us.   

That happiness will last forever.  That’s a mind-blowing 

thought.  Forever!  We can’t comprehend forever.  But that’s what 

it will be.  Never-ending, and yet never dull.  Heaven will never 

end, but it will never get old.  Why?  Because God is infinitely 

glorious.  His greatness is never-ending.  Throughout eternity, we 

will continue to peer deeper and deeper and deeper into the 

wonders of who He is, and yet we will never exhaust those 

wonders.  We will never say, “There’s nothing more to see here.”  

We’ll come up over one mountain top of seeing His majesty, and 

discover that there’s another mountain top ahead.     

The passage we come to this morning at the end of Romans 

11 makes me think of heaven, because these are the kinds of things 

we will say to God and sing to God forever in heaven.  My hope 

for us this morning is that our hearts will become more aligned 

with this doxology so that we will be preparing for heaven and so 

that we will have more of a taste of those pleasures even now in 

this life.  I want us to delight in the glory of God.   

We’ve made it to the conclusion of Romans 9-11.  Some of 

this has been tough sledding.  But it’s worth it to wrestle with 

difficult portions of Scripture.  We don’t want to always gravitate 

toward the sections that seem easier to understand, or that seem to 

be most immediately applicable.  My desire for us as a church is 

that we’ll be rooted in the deep truths of Scripture, that we’ll have 

a bedrock beneath us of God’s sovereignty and goodness and His 

faithfulness to His promises.  That was Paul’s desire for the church 

in Rome, which is why he spent these 11 chapters expounding 
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many deep Gospel truths, such as our sinful depravity and 

justification by faith alone and our identity in Christ and 

sanctification and redemption and unconditional election and 

God’s design to save Gentiles and Jews.  These are massive 

realities, and we’ve been trying our best to gain a glimpse into 

these things so that we can be a Gospel-saturated people. 

The practical application is what we’re going to dive into 

next, in chapters 12-16.  But first, we have this great doxology 

which concludes chapters 9-11. 

I want to begin this morning with the foundational truth 

that God does everything He does for His own glory.  In other 

words, God is God-centered.  The reason we, as a church, desire to 

be God-centered is because GOD is God-centered.  God loves His 

own glory more than anything.  He desires to display His greatness 

and make His Name famous.  And everything He does has that 

ultimate goal in mind.   

Listen to a few verses that demonstrate this.  First of all, 

God created us for His glory.  Isaiah 43:6-7, “bring my sons from 

afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is 

called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made.”  God made us for His glory.  He created us in order to 

reflect and display His greatness.  Understanding this is the 

beginning of having a God-centered view of life.  It’s all about 

God.  My life, my accomplishments, my pursuit of holiness, it’s 

not for MY glory.  It’s not to call attention to MY greatness.  It’s 

for God’s glory.  It’s to show how amazing and powerful HE is. 

We also see in the great Old Testament event of the 

Exodus, that God was acting for His own glory.  Psalm 106:7-8, 

“Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your 

wondrous works; they did not remember the abundance of your 

steadfast love, but rebelled by the Sea, at the Red Sea.  Yet he 

saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make known his 

mighty power.”  The Israelites were not an obedient people.  They 

were stubborn and disobedient and rebellious.  So why did God 

choose to save them?  It certainly wasn’t because of anything good 

they had done.  The reason God saved them, as this Psalm tells us, 

was “to make known his mighty power.”  He did it “for his name’s 

sake,” which is the same as saying it was for His glory.  God’s 

purpose in the Exodus, in saving His people from the slavery of 

Egypt, was to display His greatness and show His power. 

In the incarnation of Christ we also see God’s plan to 

glorify His name.  God sent His beloved Son to earth to save His 

people, and God’s glory was the ultimate goal.  Romans 15:8-9, 

“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 

show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
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his mercy.”  God sent His Son, and poured out His mercy in order 

that we glorify Him, that we recognize and delight in His greatness 

and goodness and mercy. 

We are also taught here in Romans 9 that God’s means to 

show His glory both in His wrath and His mercy.  "What if God, 

desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 

endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 

destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—" 

(Romans 9:22-23, ESV)  God’s glory is made manifest both in His 

just punishment of unrepentant sinners and in the mercy He 

bestows upon those who repent and believe.   

Finally, Christ’s second coming will also be for the purpose 

of getting glory for Himself.  2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 speaks of that 

day “when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty 

angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 

know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus.  They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, 

away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and 

to be marveled at among all who have believed . . .”  Christ is 

going to come back in power and majesty, with His mighty angels 

in flaming fire.  He’s going to punish those who do not know Him, 

and He’s going to reward those who are His.  In all of this, we will 

be in utter awe of who he is, and we will stand in total amazement 

at His power and justice and mercy.  Christ will be glorified – His 

greatness will be highlighted – as we marvel at Him.   

So everything God does, from creation to Christ’s second 

coming, and everything in between and everything before and 

after, is for the purpose of showing His greatness.  He wants 

people to know that He is God, and that His power, His perfection, 

His beauty, His knowledge, His mercy, His glory, far surpasses 

any beautiful or magnificent thing in this universe.  God is God-

centered.  And therefore we want to be a church that acknowledges 

and rejoices in the reality of God’s supremacy in all things.  He is 

the sovereign ruler.  He is the focal point of this universe.  He is 

what all of life is about. He is the sun around which all of our lives 

revolve.  If we think that we’re the center of the universe, that it’s 

all about us, that we get some glory, we’re living a lie.  Because all 

things are from God, through God, and to God.  And He gets ALL 

the glory, ALL the honor, ALL the recognition, ALL the praise.   

If this sounds like bad news to you—this notion of God 

calling attention to Himself and getting all the glory for Himself—

it may be that you’re misunderstanding something that I’m saying, 

or it may be that you’re spiritually blind.  You can’t see how 

wonderful and awesome God is, and therefore it bothers you that 
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He would want to make Himself the focal point of everything.  

You are offended that He calls us to praise and worship Him and to 

orient our entire lives around Him.   

But if, by God’s grace, you have spiritual eyes to see God 

for who He is, not fully yet, but at least in part, then you realize 

how good this news is.  God is the only One who can give us 

something to sing about for all eternity.  He is the only Being in 

the universe who is that exciting and that complex.  He will hold 

our attention and our affection for unending ages to come.  I hope 

you have eyes to see this.  I hope our hearts will rise with Paul’s 

heart to glorify our great God! 

So let’s turn our attention now to what Paul has to say 

about God’s glory in this doxology at the end of Romans 11.   

Paul comes to the end of this great section, with all of his 

excitement about what God is doing and will do, and he bursts into 

praise and exultation.  He rejoices in God’s glory.  He marvels at 

God’s wise plans, and he acknowledges that all the glory belongs 

to God.  This is the doxology, the word of praise (or glory) to God, 

that we find in Romans 11:33-36. 

 

God’s Plans (verse 33) 

First of all, God’s plans in verse 33.  In Romans 9-11 Paul 

has been writing about God’s plans in salvation history, 

specifically concerning the salvation of both Jews and Gentiles.  At 

the beginning of chapter 9 Paul is broken-hearted over the fact that 

his fellow Jews, for the most part, are not accepting Jesus as their 

Messiah.  And this is a problem because the Jews are God’s chosen 

people, God’s special people.  God promised his people that He 

would send them a Messiah.  But now that the Messiah has come, 

and most of the Jews are not believing in Him, some are saying 

God’s promises have failed.  So Paul defends the fact that God is 

always faithful to his promises, and he discusses the deep 

mysteries of God’s plans to save both Jews and Gentiles.  Here in 

11:33 he praises God for His depth of riches and wisdom and 

knowledge. 

God is infinitely rich.  The richest of the rich here on earth 

are nothing compared to God.  Everything that is supposedly 

owned by the richest individuals of this world, in reality God 

owns.  God created this entire universe out of nothing, and His 

creation belongs to Him.  He is infinitely rich, and Paul marvels at 

the depth of God’s riches. 

God is also wise.  There is a never-ending depth to His 

wisdom.  He knows what is best, and He plans the events of His 

universe in the best possible way. 

And God’s knowledge is deep.  He is omniscient, all-

knowing.  God knows everything.  He is intimately aware of every 
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minute detail of this universe, including every individual who has 

ever lived, every conversation that has ever taken place, every 

change in weather, every movement of planets, and every 

movement of molecules.  His knowledge includes everything you 

can see with a telescope and beyond and everything you can see 

with a microscope and beyond.  God knows our thoughts and 

motives.  He knows our hearts.  He knows everything we do, even 

when we think nobody’s watching.   

God also knows every detail of the future.  He knows every 

choice I will make.  He knows who will be saved and who will not 

be saved.  He not only knows these things, He determines them, 

which is a big part of what we’ve been learning in Romans 9-11.  

God knows everything past, present, and future, and He’s able to 

hold all of that information in His mind without the slightest strain.  

This is something to marvel at.  These are realities that ought to 

evoke praise, just as Paul is doing here.   

God is infinitely rich, and all-wise and all-knowing, and 

His judgments and ways are so far beyond us, we cannot search 

them out or fully understand them.  In Isaiah 55:8-9 God says, “For 

my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 

are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.”  This is the point Paul is driving at here.  God’s wisdom 

and knowledge are up here.  He is infinite.  But we are down here.  

We’re finite creatures with very limited wisdom and knowledge.  

And therefore to us, God’s judgments are unsearchable and his 

ways are inscrutable.  We can’t fully understand them, because 

God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge are so deep. 

 

God’s Independence (verses 34-35) 

Secondly, verses 34-35 speak of God’s independence.  Or 

to look at it from our perspective, these verses demonstrate of our 

dependence.   

These verses give reasons for the truth that is stated in 

verse 33.  The reason God’s judgments are unsearchable and his 

ways are inscrutable is because God has infinite wisdom and 

knowledge, and we have a severe lack of wisdom and knowledge.  

Paul’s rhetorical questions in verse 34 are a quotation from Isaiah 

40:13, and, of course, they expect the answer, “No one.”  No one 

has known the mind of the Lord, and no one has been his 

counselor. 

It’s amazing how casually people will presume to counsel 

God.  People who offer God no love or respect or honor, they will 

offer him advice.  And even among believers, we may often think 

that we can counsel God.  There may be a struggle in life, there 

may be a hardship, a tragedy, and we think, “Why? God, why?”  
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It’s OK to ask those questions, but the temptation is then to tell 

God what He should do.  But there’s no counsel or advice we can 

offer him that would improve His plans in any way.  God has His 

plans, and His wisdom is perfect.  Our job is not to counsel Him 

but to trust Him.  We make our desires known to Him—surely.  

But we should never think that we can come up with a better plan 

than His.  We are never in a place to counsel God, but only to 

receive counsel from Him.   

Paul’s rhetorical question in verse 35 is a quotation from 

Job 41:11 where God is putting Job in his place and emphasizing 

Job’s dependence and God’s independence.  God doesn’t have to 

answer to Job.  It’s the other way around.  Job must answer to God.  

And God says in Job 41:11, “Who has first given to me, that I 

should repay him?”  In other words, I don’t owe anyone anything.  

God does not NEED us in any way.  There’s nothing we can give 

Him that deserves a reward.  This is what makes the Gospel so 

amazing.  Salvation is a free gift.  There’s no way we could earn it.  

Acts 17:25 says God is not “served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 

breath and everything.”  God does not need us.  We cannot serve 

him in the sense of giving him anything he needs.  We are entirely 

dependent on him for everything, and He is entirely independent, 

needing nothing.   

 

God’s glory (verse 36) 

Thirdly, in verse 36 we see a wonderful statement of God’s 

glory.  “For from him and through him and to him are all things.  

To him be glory forever.  Amen.”  Notice the word “for” at the 

beginning of verse 36, or it could be translated “because.”  We 

could ask the question here, “Well, Paul, why is it that nobody can 

be God’s counselor and nobody can give to God in order to be 

repaid?”  And the answer in verse 36 is, BECAUSE God is 

supreme.  All things are from him, through him, and to him.  You 

can’t add to the wealth of the One who owns the universe.  And 

you can’t add to the wisdom of an infinitely wise Being.  And you 

can’t add to the knowledge of Him who knows all things. 

He created everything.  Everything originates in him.  All 

things are FROM him.  God also upholds and sustains the 

existence of the universe.  All things are THROUGH him.  And all 

things are ultimately designed to bring God glory.  All things are 

TO him. 

This is the final emphasis at the end of verse 36: God’s 

glory.  Because of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge, 

because of His independence, because of His supremacy in all 

things, He gets all the glory. 
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The first phrase in our mission statement is an attempt to 

unpack at least a little bit the concept of God’s glory and how we 

are to glorify Him.  “To delight in the beauty of God’s greatness.”  

God’s glory is the beauty of His greatness.  God is great in so 

many ways.  He is rich and all-wise and all-knowing.  He doesn’t 

need anything.  All things are from Him, through Him, and to Him.  

And the attributes of God are not only great, they are beautiful.  

God’s glory is the beauty of His greatness.   

How can we glorify God?  How can we highlight the 

beauty of God’s greatness, is by delighting in Him.  When God 

gives us eyes to see how beautiful and awesome He is, then we 

have a desire for Him.  We delight in the beauty of His greatness.  

This doesn’t mean that life is trouble-free.  We still have pain and 

trials and heartaches and discouragements and loss, but we can 

persevere because we know how great God is, and that one day we 

will be with Him.   

Paul’s life certainly wasn’t easy.  The doxology of this 

passage reveals the worldview that sustained him through his many 

trials.  Paul here is rejoicing in the beauty of God’s greatness.  He 

is not simply stating a fact.  He is rejoicing!  His heart is bursting 

with delight in God.  He can’t hold it back.  There were probably 

tears of joy running down his face as he recorded these words.  

This is worship, and this is what our lives ought to be all about.  

We exist, individually and corporately as Three Rivers Grace 

Church, “to delight in the beauty of God’s greatness.” 

In closing, let me remind you of King Nebuchadnezzar in 

the Old Testament, who was the antithesis of what we’re aiming at 

here.  The attitude he had is the exact opposite of what Paul is 

doing in Romans 11.  Remember King Nebuchadnezzar was the 

guy in the book of Daniel who built the huge image of gold for 

everybody to worship.  Then, when Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego would not bow down to it he threw them into the fiery 

furnace.  Needless to say, King Nebuchadnezzar was a very proud 

king.  In Daniel 4:30 the king is looking out over his kingdom, and 

he says, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my 

mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my 

majesty?”  Does that sound familiar?  He’s saying that the entire 

Babylonian Empire is from him, through him, and to him.  

Immediately after this God casts him into the wilderness for seven 

years in order to teach him who is really in control and who really 

gets all the glory.  By the end of those seven years 

Nebuchadnezzar had learned his lesson, and he acknowledged the 

glory of the Most High God. 

“At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to 

heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most 

High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 
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dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures 

from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are 

accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 

host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none 

can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”” (Daniel 

4:34–35, ESV)  

“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of 

heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those 

who walk in pride he is able to humble.” (Daniel 4:37, ESV)  

Let’s be humble.  Let’s be happy, as we meditate on the 

glory of God.  Rather than being so full of ourselves that we are 

constantly talking about or thinking about our own greatness or 

even the greatness of others, we should be full of thoughts about 

God’s greatness.  And this attitude will come from meditating on 

the truths of this passage, that God’s riches and wisdom and 

knowledge are infinite while we are severely lacking, that God is 

independent (He needs nothing), while we are dependent on Him 

for everything, and that God is supreme over all things, while we 

are not.  These are joyful truths and humbling thoughts that will 

spur us on to live God-centered and God-glorifying lives.  And this 

will be our song forever in heaven as we delight in the beauty of 

God’s greatness.  Because “when we’ve been there 10,000 years, 

bright shining as the sun; we’ve no less days to sing God’s to sing 

God’s praise than when we’d first begun.” 


