
1 Timothy Chapter 4A 

 

This morning we are going to look at a serious warning that Paul gives to Timothy.  

This warning comes, as all Scripture, by the Holy Spirit, it is a warning that has significant 

application for the times in which we live, and it is a warning with regard to apostasy, deception 

and spiritual warfare. 

 

Let’s turn back to 1 Timothy 1 where Paul initiated his instructions regarding false teachers. 

1 Timothy 1: 18  This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the 

prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

19  holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their 

faith, 20  among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that 

they may learn not to blaspheme. 

 Paul encouraged Timothy to “wage the good warfare, (by continually) holding faith and a 

good conscience.” 

 He actually names two individuals who turned away from the faith. Here in chapter 4 we are 

going to uncover the forces of darkness that work against the Word of God. 

 There are many places where Paul points to the spiritual battle that believers face. 

 

Ephesians 6: 12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly places. 13  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 

 The forces of darkness aligned against us are powerful, but we need to remember God has 

given us all we need to stand firm in the victory that Christ won on the cross. 

 

2 Corinthians 10: 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 

flesh. 4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 

strongholds. 5  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 

God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 

 

Every war has its casualties, some of them are heroic warriors who fight the good fight and 

victoriously enter into their reward.  

Every war also has its share of deserters who turn and run when the battle rages on. 

 

In Chapter 1 Paul spoke of Hymanaeus and Alexander as those who deserted the truth and made 

shipwreck of their faith. 

 

Here in Chapter 4 Paul again speaks of the spiritual battle and he issues a clear warning: 

Here are the questions that I hope to answer as we return to 1 Timothy 4: 

1. Who is giving us this warning? (who is sounding the alarm) 

2. What is the time frame for this warning? (is it historic or contemporary) 

3. What is the essence of the warning? (2 points) 

4. How does this warning affect us? (here today on March 9 2014) 

 

 



1. WHO gives the warning? (Who is sounding the alarm?) 

1 Timothy 4: 1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 

by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 

 According to Paul this warning comes from the Holy Spirit: 

 Now the Spirit EXPRESSLY (explicitly, clearly, unmistakably) says. 

 THE QUESTION: How has the Spirit clearly communicated His warning? 

 Very simply, He SPEAKS continually 

 

The verb “SAYS” is in the present tense which means the Holy Spirit is CONTINUALLY 

saying. The Holy Spirit is continually warning.  

 Just how does the Spirit Continually speak? 

 The voice of the Holy Spirit is actively and powerfully declared through the Word of God: 

 

2Pe 1:21  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 

they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. The Bible is the inerrant, (no mistakes) verbally 

inspired ( every letter is inspired ) word of God. 

 Pastor John Shearer – in a sermon on 1 Timothy 4 speaks of the continual communication by 

the Holy Spirit in this way: 

“God cannot be contained in a leather-bound book but the revelation that he chooses in his 

infinite wisdom to give to us is in fact fully contained in this book.”  

 

First question:   WHO gives the warning?  Answer:  The Holy Spirit. 

 

2. What is the time frame of this warning? 

1 Timothy 4: 1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 

by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 

 The time frame is: “In the latter times.”   What does that mean? 

 Historically the church has taught that the phrase “the later times” describes a long period; 

commencing with the incarnation of the Lord Jesus and continuing through to his second 

coming. 

 The Apostle John in his first epistle clearly stated that the church was in fact already living 

IN the later times. 

 

1 John 2:18, Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now 

many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 Since we continue to await the Lord’s coming, we continue to abide in the “later times.” 

 With this in mind, the warnings that the Spirit gives actually apply to us today. 

 

OK WHAT DO WE KNOW? We know who is giving the warning (H.S.) and we know the time 

frame for the warning. (“Later Times”  - NOW) Let’s look at the warning. 

 

3. What is the essence of the Spirit’s warning?  

1 Timothy 4: 1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 

by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 

 The essence of the warning is this: “some will depart from the faith”  

 



Let’s try to understand the essence of this warning by asking two more questions: 

1. What does it mean to depart from the Faith? 

2. What forces are at work in the departure? 

 

1. What does it mean to depart from the faith? 

This departure from the faith is what we call “APOSTASY.” (have you heard of that?) 

 A transliteration of a Greek word: (APO – From / Away From + HISTEMI – to stand) The 

word means to withdraw or to stand away from a previously held position. 

o Chances are, you know someone who was once involved in the church, rarely 

missing a Sunday or Mid-week teaching but they walked away.  

o Some chose to chase after the pleasures of this present life, others were influenced by 

fringe doctrines and stepped away from the foundational truths of the Bible.  

 

ALL throughout history, IN THE Old and New Testaments there are examples of people who 

stepped away from their previously held position.  

 

I dare say: The first example comes very early in the Bible narrative: This is one that you are all 

familiar with:  

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 

the garden’?” 

 The chief of demons cunningly questioned the Word that God spoke and the mother of 

humanity believed the lie. (you will be like God, You will gain wisdom) 

Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 

the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 

she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  

 Eve was deceived and exchanged the truth of God for a lie. Of course the consequences were 

devastating. 

 

The Gospel of John records a massive departure of those who were following the Lord Jesus. 

John 6: 51 (After the feeding of the 5000, the crowd followed Jesus across the Galilee)  I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And 

the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”  52  The Jews then disputed 

among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 

 Jesus taught them that He was the giver and sustainer of life that came from Heaven but they 

didn’t believe him. 

 

60  When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 

61  But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do 

you take offense at this?  (The “hard sayings” separate the believing from the unbelieving) 

64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 

those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65  And he said, “This 

is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 After 

this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 

SO: Not everyone who stands AMONG the disciples is truly a disciple. 



 Remember the parable of the field, the master sowed good seed in his field but an enemy 

came in and sowed WEEDS among the WHEAT?  The master allows them to grow together 

until the final day… 

 Are these apostates true believers?  Or are they WEEDS?  (Many will debate, John settles it 

for me.) 

 

1 John 2: 18  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now 

many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 

 Follow John’s thought here:  Those who departed were really not “of us” if they truly were 

“of us” they would have continued with us. Their departure made it plain that they were 

really not “of us.” 

 

What forces are at work in the departure? (Apostasy) 

1 Timothy 4: 1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 

by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 

 

Those who are departing are described as “Devoting themselves” giving heed to or turning their 

minds to deceiving (literally wondering, seducing) spirits.  (LIKE Eve) 

 

In Chapter 1 Paul exhorted Timothy to confront the false teachers who were influencing the 

Ephesian church.  

Here in chapter 4 we find that the POWER behind the false teaching is actually demonic. 

 

What comes to your mind when Paul says, “deceitful spirits and teachings of demons?” 

 Something  out of a Hollywood horror film: “Exorcist, Paranormal Activity” 

 In reality, the more threatening demonic influence doesn’t always appear so horrifying: 

 

2 Corinthians 11:14,  (Paul warns us that) Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 

 Think about it: who among us is really horrified by the clean cut, well mannered Mormon 

Missionaries as they ride their bicycles down the street?   

 The Holy Spirit is warning us that while the SOURCE of the ERROR is dark and devious, 

the agents of that darkness are light and natural. They are men led by demonic influence to 

promote and teach destructive doctrine. 

 Jesus confronted the devilish powers behind the Jewish legalism of his day. 

 

John 8:44  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  

 

Paul was concerned about the teachings that the church at Corinth was embracing:   

2 Corinthians 11: 3  But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 

thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 



4  For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you 

receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the 

one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 

 Paul was deeply concerned by the Corinthian’s openness to corrupting influences. They were 

spiritually gullible ready to embrace a variety of dangerous doctrines. 

 

What do we know?  The forces at work behind apostasy are the demonic forces of darkness.  

 

How does the Holy Spirit’s warning affect US? (here today on March 9 2014) 

 

I believe there are many ways that the contemporary church resembles the church at Corinth.   

One way: Believers eagerly embrace man-centered teachings that are designed to make us feel 

good about ourselves regardless of the spiritual origin behind them. 

 

Liken it to a Masquerade Ball, believers engage in a dance with one of many false teachers.  

 Their appearance is appealing, their voice is pleasant.  

 They gently tell you how “you can have your best life now.” How “You can have everything 

that you want if you only have enough faith”  

 They seem so nice, their smile is inviting, they make you feel good about yourself. 

 BUT behind the mask is a seducing spirit bent on your destruction.  

 Because so much of the church is Biblically illiterate it cannot tell the truth from a lie. 

 I believe that Paul has OUR DAY in view when we writes: 

 

2 Timothy 2: 3  For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 

4  and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

 

Are there preachers or evangelists in our world today who are proclaiming ANOTHER JESUS? 

A different Gospel from the one that Paul proclaimed?  ABSOLUTELY! 

 

Kenneth Copeland presents a different Jesus when he says: “Jesus didn’t come to earth as God he 

came as man.”  Copeland elaborates on that thought with a “revelation” that he supposedly 

received from God. “If you (Ken) would have had the knowledge that Jesus had you could do the 

same thing. You could have given your life for man’s sin.” 

 Copeland’s Doctrine teaches that Man is a little God who has the power to speak things into 

existence, just like God did.”  (Blaspheme) 

 

I recently did a funeral where someone who is an avid follower of Kenneth Copland came to me 

and said, “I see you still don’t have enough faith to grow hair.”  

 I was dumbfounded all I could say is “You are kidding, right?” (she wasn’t) 

 At the very heart of this deception FAITH becomes an IDOL that is worshipped in the place 

of God. God becomes the servant and man becomes sovereign. 

 

How can you know that the preachers and teachers you are listening to are healthy and will not 

lead you astray? 

 



The Word and the Spirit 

 

Jesus’ prayer: 

John 17:15  I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one. 16  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17  Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. 

 We have the Word of Truth. That is why every time we come together we study verse by 

verse that which God has spoken. 

 NEXT we have the Spirit of Truth. 

 

John 16:13  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 

speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come. 

 

As I said when I began, ALL of us are engaged in a spiritual battle. 

 

2 Corinthians 10: 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 

flesh. 4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 

strongholds. 5  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 

God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


