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Sovereignty and Security 
John 6:35-40 !

BI: When Jesus is rejected, trust that God’s purposes prevail. When you feel 
rejected, trust that you are secure in Christ. !
Introduction:  

      Read John 6:35-40 

      In my study of this passage over the past couple weeks I have found Jesus’ words 
here in John six to be incredibly hope inspiring. And I think they inspire hope in at least 
two ways that are important to every believer. First they inspire hope at what we might 
call a global level - that God’s redemptive purposes for the ages will prevail no matter 
how bad the world’s opposition may appear. Second, they inspire hope on a personal 
level - that God will accept us no matter how unworthy we may feel. On the one hand 
this passage offers us what we might call global security. On the other hand it offers us 
personal security. Let’s talk about the big picture first.  

      If you’re at all in touch with what’s going on in American politics and culture in 
recent days you know that things are looking pretty bleak for the church. We’ve always 
known that there were forces in our country that were highly motivated to suppress 
Christianity and establish a new moral order. In the past decade in particular it became 
obvious that some are committed to the kind of Cultural Revolution that would make the 
most heinous sins acceptable to the general populous and protected by the courts. But I 
don’t think anyone could have predicted 20 years ago that such a radical culture shift 
could happen so pervasively and rapidly as it has in recent years. 

      It was only a couple elections ago that the big moral issue was abortion on demand. 
But while we were fighting on that front, the homosexual agenda found traction under the 
radar, as it were, and has taken our country by storm. And as these moral issues have 
gained more and more acceptance in the culture, Christianity has been pushed further and 
further toward the fringes of society. So much so, in fact, that today what used to be 
commonly accepted as the universal tenants of human decency and morality are rapidly 
becoming illegal in America.  

     Witness the recent New Mexico Supreme Court ruling that said a Christian 
photography company has no right to refuse to photograph a gay wedding. If it chooses to 
do so it will face thousands of dollars in fines and the threat of losing their business 
altogether.   1
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        And this is not an isolated case. There are two other major cases happening right 
now, one in Washington involving a Christian florist, and another in Colorado involving a 
Christian baker. And if the architects of this new morality have their way, Christians in 
America will soon be facing even greater reprisals for our so-called intolerant religious 
beliefs.   

       Just this week New York Times columnist, Ross Douthat, wrote an article entitled 
“The Terms of Surrender” indicating that the only thing left for conservative Christians to 
do is decide how best to surrender. The article went so far as to say “Christians had plenty 
of opportunities — thousands of years’ worth — to treat gay people with real charity, and 
far too often chose intolerance. (And still do, in many instances and places.) So being 
marginalized, being sued, losing tax-exempt status — this will be uncomfortable, but we 
should keep perspective and remember our sins, and nobody should call it persecution”    2

       The amazing thing is that public opinion about these profound moral issues in 
American culture have shifted so far away from what NOT too many years ago were the 
established Judeo-Christian norms that it hardly even looks like the same country 
America was just a decade ago. The new reality is that Evangelicals are being pushed out 
of the conversation about where our country is going socially and morally.  

      Now, I said this message was going to be hope inspiring. Do you feel inspired yet? 
Does that sound depressing to you? What does this shift say about God’s global plan and 
the power of the gospel? Clearly, despite all of our evangelical programs and conferences 
and curricula; our self-help books and evangelism strategies, the world has not developed 
an appetite for Jesus. To the contrary, they are rejecting Him in greater numbers than ever 
before. How does the gospel make progress in this kind of atmosphere? How is Jesus 
going to fulfill His promise to build His church against this kind of cultural tide? 

Illustration: 

    Several years ago when our children were young our family invited the neighbors on 
our street to come to our home and enjoy a meal together. The event started out great! 
Neighbors who had not taken the time to speak with one another for decades were excited 
to have a venue for discovering whom they had been living next to for the past 20 years. 
It was wonderful! In fact, the whole evening went perfectly until we all sat down together 
in our living room and I announced that Chris and I were going to offer a Bible study in 
our home for anyone who wanted to come. Oh my word! Talk about a conversation killer. 
The room got deathly quiet, and the couple that lives right next to us became visibly 
perturbed, got up from their seats, grabbed their dishes and their child and disappeared 
through our front door never to speak to us again. Now that can be a little discouraging. 
But that’s indicative of the way our culture responds to the Bible in our day. And it can 
feel like Jesus’ mission to build His church is in serious jeopardy. It can produce what I’m 
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calling “global insecurity” – The concern that perhaps God’s words no longer have 
power to do its work in our world in the world. 

      The picture seems dire, to be sure, but cultural rejection isn't the only hurdle standing 
in the way of gospel growth in America. In fact, the cultural opposition to the gospel is 
really only a symptom of a much greater and deeper problem. Turn with me to Romans 
chapter 1. (I promise we will get back to John 6 in a minute).  

Read Rom. 1:18-32 

      Now I realize this is a well-known text of Scripture and we have all heard it and read 
it many times.  It’s a text that makes up part of the foundation of all we believe. But let’s 
consider it again briefly before we look back at John chapter 6.  

      Believe it or not, though it may not sound like it, Paul is actually teaching us about 
the gospel here in Romans one. We know that because he begins this section in v. 16 by 
saying, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” So Paul is going to 
explain the gospel. And if you know anything about the book of Romans you know that’s 
what it’s all about. But notice how he begins his explanation of the gospel. He doesn't 
start with the cross or the resurrection, the promise of forgiveness or glorification. No, he 
begins by explaining the state of humanity in relation to God. Why does the world need 
the gospel? Because by nature we are born with hearts foolishly inclined to take their 
stand against their creator God. 

     Let’s just take a couple minutes to make some observations from this text.  

1. The wrath of God is already being revealed (18) 

2. Why? Because human beings who exist in relation to God willfully stand in 
opposition to God and our natural impulse is to suppress the truth about God.   

a. This week I heard Al Mohler say, “The human race is in a vast conspiracy 
to suppress the truth. We have established thousands of institutions whose 
primary purpose is to suppress the truth" and teach young people lies that 
are branded as true.  

b. In fact, there is an educational institution not too far from here, which, if 
they were honest, would put on all their stationary and signage the motto 
“Suppressing the Truth since 1873.” Human beings are born with an 
impulse to suppress the truth about God and all He has revealed. 

3. Sin has had a devastating effect on the way humans think (28). Because of the 
Noetic effect of sin, - that is, sins powerful influence on the way sinners like you 
and I think – we are born incapable of processing reality correctly. We convince 
ourselves that right is wrong and wrong is right. In fact it seems that many of our 
national legislators and social reformers operate by the motto: “I will call what 



you are doing ‘Not Sin” if you will call what I am doing “not sin.”   Sin has 3

twisted the way we think.  

4. All sinners are “exchangers" (23, 25, 26). We are all born with a propensity 
toward idolatry. In our rebellion we prefer everything to God.  

5. Therefore, God has given humanity over to what it wants. (24, 26, 28). This is the 
ultimate judgment. It’s as if God is saying, “If you insist on committing suicide, 
go ahead.” 

     Beloved, this is the condition of every human soul born into the world.  And the only 
thing that has the power to change that is the gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s why Paul 
begins this section by writing (Read 16).  

     But here is my question. It's wonderful that the gospel is the antidote to the ubiquitous, 
deadly disease of sin, but what good is that if nobody wants to hear it anymore? What 
hope does the church have for the future? What hope is there for missions, evangelism, 
and the ultimate fulfillment of Jesus’ authoritative declaration “I will build My church 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18)? How can we have any 
confidence that He even has the capacity to fulfill this promise in a world gone wild? 
(And if you think America is suffering from moral insanity, take a short trip to Europe 
and you will discover what our country is going to look like morally and culturally in the 
not too distant future). 

      The answer to these questions is found back John where we left Jesus preaching in 
the synagogue. So with all of this as a brief introduction, let’s turn back to John chapter 
six. 

      When Jesus is being rejected by our society where do we find hope? 

Context: 

1. Let’s remember that Jesus has been speaking to a crowd that has seen his miracles, 
heard his teaching, and even ate the bread that He miraculously multiplied when He fed 
the 5,000. Nevertheless, they would not believe. Why? Romans chapter 1 is why. These 
people are "truth suppressors" and “exchangers” by nature. So it didn’t matter how many 
loaves Jesus created, how many blind people He healed, or how many dead people He 
raised. Sin had so warped their thinking that their conclusions about Jesus would always 
be wrong no matter how religious they became. This is what it means to be spiritually 
blind. 

Read Jn. 6:35-36 

     Can you imagine what it was like to be one of the apostles in this setting? They 
thought Jesus was going to set up His kingdom and rule the world. But here they are. 
They’re working as hard as they can, preaching with all they’ve got, and yet even with 
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the capacity to perform many miraculous signs, the people would not believe. Where is 
the hope for gospel growth in this kind of environment... In a culture like the one in 
which we now live? 

      Our hope and confidence is found in verse 37.  

Read v. 37 

      Now, I don’t know about you, beloved, but that is shockingly hopeful! Even in the 
midst of what appears to be global rejection, Jesus is not flustered or deterred one bit! 
Why? Because He knows that there is something infinitely greater than the rejection of 
men. Father God Himself is determined to give to Jesus a host of humanity that cannot be 
numbered who will not only believe in Him against all cultural opposition to the contrary, 
but will spend eternity worshipping, praising, and adoring Him! 

Revelation 5:11–13 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, 
“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory 
and dominion forever and ever.” 

     This is the fulfillment of what the author of Hebrews calls the “eternal covenant.” It is 
the covenant that God the Father made with God the Son that He would give Him a 
redeemed humanity that will worship and adore Him forever. 

     You see, beloved, our hope is not that somehow we will be able to successfully argue 
our case with the culture and see lay down their arms due to the overwhelming power of 
our evidence and logical arguments about Jesus being the Son of God. Not! Our great 
hope is that God, in His sovereign grace and immutable power will accomplish His 
redemptive plans in this world no matter how great the opposition whether human or 
demonic. 

      On this verse Constable writes: “The ability to believe on Jesus requires divine 
enablement. It is only those who, ‘the Father’ enables to believe that ‘come to’ Jesus in 
faith. These are ‘all’ the people whom ‘the Father gives’ to the Son as gifts” (Constable, 
116).  

       Another author writes, “This profound reality teaches us that all who are saved are a 
love gift from the Father to the Son. The whole history of redemption is the gathering of 
this redeemed body – or calling of a bride for the Son as a love gift from the Father. The 
Son views every soul given by the Father to Him as an expression of the Father’s 
irresistible love, so that all whom He gives will come to Christ” (Macarthur, 246). 

      This is precisely how Jesus viewed His mission of redemption on earth.  



Read v. 38-40. 

      We see this again in Paul’s teaching: 

 Eph. 1:3-6 

 Rom. 8:28-30 

      So you see, beloved, this is our hope; that no amount of cultural rejection of the Bible 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ can sabotage or even slow down the redemptive work God 
the Father is accomplishing to ultimately glorify His Son.  

     By the way, there is more to the story I told you about the Bible Study invitation that 
went so wrong in our home so many years ago. Six or seven years later I was with my 
children down at Castle Park on Benbrook… 

      So how should we respond to Jesus’ teaching here? 
• Worship 
• Be faithful with the gospel believing that “faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). 

!
BI: When Jesus is rejected, trust that God’s purposes prevail. When you feel rejected, 
trust that you are secure in Christ. 


