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Let us pray. 
 
Dear Lord, oh gracious Lord, may you be pleased this day to fill this place with thyself. 
Lord, call us away.  Call us, Lord, that we would hear thy voice. Call us away from 
ourselves. Call us away from the things that so easily beset us this day.  May you come 
with power. Lord, may you come to the souls of they dear children who are found in this 
room.  Lord, may you shine thy light in our souls this day to glorify your name. May you 
be lifted up this day.  Lord, may you increase and may we decrease. May all glory, honor 
and praise be for thy name, to thy name forever more, oh Lord according to thy Word 
and according to thy will. Lord, glorify thee. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 
Sometimes the Lord sends a word and it comes with such power and you just... you can’t 
leave it. Sometimes I wonder if those are just for me or if it is for the people of God.  And 
this particular passage today, as simple as it may seem, as the Lord led me to it, he 
wouldn’t lead me away from it. So I would like for you to go with me today to Matthew 
9:9 where you will find our text this morning.  The gospel of Matthew chapter nine verse 
nine. 
 
“And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the 
receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.”1 
 
It seems so simple. We read it and most of the time when we read this account and we 
read this entire chapter of Matthew we skip right over it. We say, “Yes, that is the call to 
Matthew.”  But the Lord stopped me in my tracks when I read it this week and he 
revealed his power. He revealed his sovereignty. He revealed his sovereign election to 
call his children to himself.  And in those words, follow me, there is a lot to be said. I 
bask and I glow in the power of my Lord.  When I am left to myself I see my 
insufficiency.  Or, I guess I should say when I am left to myself I don’t see my 
insufficiency. But when the Lord is pleased to come with this kind of power... 
 

                                                
1 Matthew 9:9.  



Page 2 of 11 
 

Now we know this was irresistible grace to Matthew. We know that this was the effectual 
call to Matthew. We know that it came with such a great and mighty power that it turned 
Matthew from what he once was. And this is, indeed, what every child of God, every 
sheep will go through in one way or the other. It may come with such great power as it 
did to the apostle Paul, for he was knocked off a horse. It may be as gentle as it was with 
Samuel when the Lord called him in the night. All of us will experience the Lord Jesus 
Christ coming to our souls.  If we be his children, we must hear these words, follow me, 
because there is power in them. There is power to call us away from the world. There is 
power to turn us from where we once were.  This is the real power in the hands of 
Jehovah. 
 
As I said, we look at the life of Matthew. What do we know about him? What do we 
know about all of the tax collectors at that time?  Well, they were all rich men. They had 
obtained some great wealth because they had no limitations. They had no limitations at 
all on how much the exacted from the public.  They purchased their job from the Roman 
government.  And once they purchased that, they could charge any tax they wanted to. 
And the law and the government was behind them to make the people pay those taxes.  
And Matthew was no different. He was deceitful. He was dishonest. He went about his 
life to make more, to do more, to add more to his stature.  And such were some of us. 
And such were some of you.  We all have a past. We all should have a past. And that is 
my question today.  Do you have a place where the Lord has called you out of?  Is there a 
past life that you can look to? Is the mighty work of God.... has it came so powerfully to 
you that you have left a past life of living in sin?   
 
And I am not talking about today being free from sin or from the idea that we sin.  But 
that is what makes this verse even more important, because hearing it just once doesn’t 
do it for the child of God. He hears it over and over in his life. How are you and I to come 
away from the world today? The Lord must say, “Follow me.” How are you and I to get 
over ourselves, our anger, our bitterness, our enviousness, all of these things that plague 
us in this life, our desire to add more to ourselves, our Arminianism that lurks with in us? 
We must hear the voice of him who says, “Follow me.” But that voice is not just a voice.  
It comes with great power. That is what I hope and pray that the Lord shows you today, 
because my desire is to show, as the Lord revealed to me what is in these little words.   
Look at the power.  
 
“Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.”2 
 
Do you know what this is?  It is what Paul wrote in Romans 2:4 when he said it is the 
goodness of God that leads his children to repentance.  That is what this is.  It is the 
power of God upon Matthew to grant him repentance, to give him repentance of a past 
life, to call him to a new life, the new resurrection life in Christ Jesus.  That is what I 
want to talk about. I want to talk about what fruit comes from the Lord saying, “Follow 
me.”  
 

                                                
2 Ibid.  
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And, yes, you can take it from the first time you were called, the first time of conversion, 
whatever you want to do.  But the Lord is faithful to continue this in the life of a child of 
God. That is my question.   As we are under the examination power today of the Holy 
Ghost, as we are under the examining power of the Word in the gospel of God, have you 
been called from a life? Have you come out of that life by a power greater than yours? 
That is the question. Do you still meander in that life? Are you still stuck in it? Because 
that is the difference between God’s repentance and your repentance. The Lord calls you 
out. We will talk today about the fruit of these words, the fruit and the power. 
 
“And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the 
receipt of custom: and he saith unto him...”3  
 
Luke even adds this. When Jesus said, “Follow me,” Luke adds: 
 
“And he left all, rose up, and followed him.”4 
 
I want to talk about a few things that took place here in the day of his power, in the day of 
the Lord’s power. What took place in Matthew’s life?  
 
Solomon says it this way in Ecclesiastes 8:4. He says: 
 
“Where the word of a king is, there is power.”5 
 
Where the Word of the Lord Jesus Christ is, there is power.  That is what today is all 
about, the Lord’s power to deliver us, to call us out of this world, to call us away from the 
wickedness. It must be his power.   
 
“Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest 
thou?”6 
 
Isaiah says this in Isaiah 65:1: 
 
“I am sought of them that asked not for me.”7 
 
That is irresistible grace. That is the power of grace.  That is what we see with Matthew, 
doing his job, exactly more than he should, taking from those around him, being 
deceitful, being dishonest, sitting at that place that he is always sitting at. But that day 
grace came to him. The day and the power of the power of God, it turned him from a life 
of wickedness. 
 
“I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not.”8 

                                                
3 Ibid.  
4 Luke 5:28. 
5 Ecclesiastes 8:4.  
6 Ibid.  
7 Isaiah 65:1.  
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Do you understand that is a picture and a power of what our Lord does to us? Not only 
once in the power of the new birth, but every day of our life?  If we are to come away 
from ourselves, if there is to be death to ourselves, it must be by the power of him to put 
it down each day of our lives, to hear the words, “Follow me.”  And that is the first thing 
I want to talk about in relation to Matthew’s life and in relation to ours. Has there been a 
death to self?  
 
This day, in the day of the Lord’s power, Matthew died to himself.  
 
Jesus said it this way in Luke 9:23-24. Jesus said: 
 
“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself.”9 
 
How are you going to do that?  Let him. Do you know what that let word is?  That is the 
power. That is the power that the Lord says to our soul, “Let him deny himself.” It is like 
the Lord speaking the world into existence. It is like him saying, “Let there be light.  Let 
him deny himself.” That is how Lazarus come forth. 
 
“Lazarus, come forth.”10  
 
The Lord speaks our voice and he says, “Follow me. Come out of the world. Come away 
from yourself where there is death, certain death, eternal death in self.”  He  
 
“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily.”11 
 
That is why I chose the one in Luke.  Luke is descriptive. Daily. We have this walk and 
this cross that we bear daily. That cross is sin.  That cross is self. That cross is the world. 
That cross is the attacks of Satan. And the Lord must come and he does.  This is not a 
fatalistic view of the Lord and the Savior saying, “I hope he does.” No, he does.  He 
keeps his children from the world, because if he doesn’t, they won’t be kept.  This is the 
power that the Lord revealed to me this week. This is the power that he said, “Speak 
about this power, my power, not the creature power that really isn’t much power at all.   
 
“Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.”12 
 
Do you see the fruit? Do you see when the Lord’s power comes, when the day of the 
Lord’s power comes there is a difference, there is an action, there is a faith imparted, 
there is a faith imputed? That is what is taking place here.  The faith of the Son of God is 
given in repentance.  And he is turned. He turns. He says, “Leave it all. I leave my title. I 

                                                
8 Ibid.  
9 Luke 9:23.  
10 John 11:43.  
11 Luke 9:23.  
12 Matthew 9:9. 
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leave the money. I leave the riches. I leave everything that I have worked my entire life 
for and it is nothing.” That is what the apostle Paul says.  That is resurrection power.   
 
We will talk about the resurrection in a few weeks, but we live in that power. We must 
live in that power every day. It is the power of Christ.   
 
“Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.”13 
 
“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake, the same shall save it.”14 
 
So what do we have here?  We have the power of the Lord.  We have the power of the 
Lord to make us die to self, to slay us right before. Well, what else does this power do? 
What else did it do in the life of Matthew? And we have touched on this a little bit, but it 
is the power of God to forsake a past life. That is the faith I was talking about, the faith to 
say to Abraham, “Go to a place you have never went. Leave this land. Go to a place.” 
 
Turn over to Hebrews 11. We are going not look at another faith that is along these lines, 
the same faith, but to another child of God and it is to Moses. Look at verse 24. 
 
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God.”15 
 
It is a forsaking of your past life, but it is also a giving up of something for Christ, giving 
up the riches and everything you depended upon. That is what we see here in the faith of 
God given to Moses. This is powerful what he did in Moses’ life. Moses had it all. He 
was in the line to be pharaoh. Moses had all the power in the kingdom of Egypt. There he 
was being raised out of all the riches... had...  But there was something that he would not 
be numbered with those people. We are told right here it was the faith of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   
 
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction...”16 
 
Who does that? Who chooses to suffer affliction? It is the power of the voice of the Lord 
and the power of him to say, “Follow me. Moses, follow me. Follow me from this 
kingdom into a greater kingdom where you will suffer affliction.” 
 
Nobody is signing up for that. You and I aren’t signing up for that. You and I aren’t 
standing out today going, “Lord, afflict us so that we know that we are your children.” 
No.  
 

                                                
13 Ibid.  
14 Luke 9:24.  
15 Hebrews 11:24-25. 
16 Ibid.  
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Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season;  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence 
of the reward.17 

 
The reproaches of Christ is greater riches than all of the treasures in Egypt. And they had 
them.  They had them.  Everything your eyes could see, every lust that you wanted they 
had.  What could call a man out of something like that?  Power, the power of the Son of 
God, the power of the triune God.  
 
“Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had 
respect unto the recompence of the reward.”18 
 
He saw Christ. He saw his salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. And that reward was far 
greater than anything in that kingdom.  He saw eternal life in the Lord Jesus Christ. How 
do you see it? By the power of faith, the power to turn a life, to alter a course, a course 
that is headed for sure destruction.  He had that.  
 
I am not talking about with your mouth. I am not saying or examining and asking the 
Lord to examine our souls. It is just something we utter? Oh, yeah, you know, we used to 
be this way and we used to be that way. Has there been a power that has called you away 
from that, who has put it to death, has no more dominion over you, no more reign over 
you?   
 
Yes, this power kills self. It forsakes past lives.  It enables us to say goodbye to the things 
that we desired so much at one time. That is what giving up something for Christ is.  It is 
not a time of Lent where we sit around and everybody gets around and says, “Hey, what 
am I going to give up this year? What am I going to give up this week? What am I going 
to go without?” That is you. That is what you are going to give up.  You know how hard 
that is even with getting on a diet, giving up something. It usually doesn’t last that long. 
We all know if the Lord doesn't bless something it is not going to last.  This is the power 
of him to say follow me. He arose and followed him. It is to come out of a past life.  
 
But what else does this power do?  We have got more. This power, when the Lord comes 
and says, “Follow me,” it works humility.  The fruit of the power of this repentance 
works humility.   
 
I want to tell you a few things about this one, Matthew.  There is four gospels.  
Matthew’s gospel is the only one that refers to Matthew as Matthew the publican.  Why 
do you think that is?  Matthew wrote himself, referred to himself as Matthew the 
publican, because he remembered where it came from. He remembered where the Lord 
had delivered him.  All through out he can refer to himself that way.  No other gospel 
refers to him And do you know something eels about Matthew? You will never read a 
quote from him. He never speaks in the Word of God. 
                                                
17 Hebrews 11:25-26.  
18 Hebrews 11:26.  
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I mean we hear from a lot of people.  But we don’t hear from Matthew. Matthew had 
contentment in the humility the Lord gave him.  He had contentment to write the gospel. 
That was his commission, to write what you see, to write what the Lord has written upon 
your heart. But without the gospel of Matthew we wouldn’t have that great verse in 1:21, 
would we?   
 
“...and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”19 
 
It is a life of humility.  It is an amazing thing and when I thought about that and I looked 
into the Word of God I said, “Wow. You know, what a difference.” Sometimes when we 
think that when God makes ... we are so abused and so led in direction to think that there 
is just going to be some great fanfare and then this person is going to go out and do this 
and do that.  And Matthew’s life, a very humble life, content with whatever the Lord 
gave him.  Never a speaker in this gospel, just the one who wrote it. He didn’t speak in 
any other.  Humility.  That is the power you see. Follow me.  Follow me, that when the 
power of the words follow me means something. It means there is going to be a supreme 
life in your life and it is not yours.  There is a supreme being in your life and it is not you. 
It is him.   
 
You and I, if you have ever experienced this call or more than once, you know it is all of 
him.  You know it is a power far greater than anything you have ever had, anything you 
could muster to come to him.  He has to bring you to him. This is the power of the 
gospel.   
 
And then what about these last words? 
 
“He arose.”20 
 
What is that?  That is resurrection life.  He arose from a place where he was dead in 
trespasses and sins. He arose out of that past life and he walked away from it, current life 
that became a past life.  He arose.   
 
Listen to the words of Paul in Colossians 2:12. 
 
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God.”21 
 
Is that not what we see right here? Matthew, Matthew is risen by the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We love the spiritual baptism, because that is the new birth. We know that that is a power 
that is poured out upon God’s children from on high and we know that there is no seeing 
the kingdom of God without it.   

                                                
19 Matthew 1:21.  
20 Matthew 9:9.  
21 Colossians 2:12.  
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Matthew was given that.  What about you?  Has there been a new birth in you life? Has 
all of this fruit come from the Lord speaking to you to follow him?  Have you came and 
have you left a past life?   
 
Revelation 14:4 says: 
 
“These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.”22 
 
Wow. You know, people are so concerned about what is written on their tombstone. That 
wouldn’t be a bad one.  I would pray that that is said about me, not on this earth, but in 
the life to come, that I followed him, followed the Lamb wherever he goes, because his 
voice has been heard, his power has been seen, his power has been experienced and his 
power has put down myself.  He arose.  
 
Colossians 3:1 says: 
 
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.”23 
 
Resurrection power. As I said earlier, that is what the child of God lives in every day. He 
must be risen with him every day.  That is what the Holy Spirit does. He teaches us of 
what Christ has done. He teaches us that Christ has put down all of our enemies. He 
teaches us that we have eternal life in Christ and Christ alone. He teaches us that the Lord 
Jesus Christ has put away our sins forever. He teaches us that the Lord has robed us and 
put us in the righteousness of him. He teaches us that this shepherd’s voice will be heard.  
And he teaches us what he says.   
 
I talked to the children this week about that verse.  
 
“All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient.”24 
 
Profitable.  That goes along with this, you know, somewhat. There is a lot of things we 
deem to be lawful and, yes, that is a hard thing to define, what is lawful.  We seem to 
define it ourselves based on what we see or what we think is acceptable before God.  But 
that part where all things are not expedient and all things don’t edify, that should stop us 
in our tracks. It should. It should make us walk circumspectly, but it doesn’t. It should 
make us question everything that we do, but it doesn’t.  What does?  The power of the 
Lord to say, “Follow me.” 
 

                                                
22 Revelation 14:4.  
23 Colossians 3:1.  
24 1 Corinthians 6:12. 
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How are you ... how else are you going to come away from your desires of yourself?  
How else are you going to come away from what you want in this life for you?  Follow 
me.  And he arose.  And there is life.   
 
So in this power of the Word of the Lord we see that it causes the child of God to die to 
sin, forsake a past life, give up things for Christ according to Christ in the power of Christ 
as the Lord leads, not giving up things just to say I did this for you, Lord.   
 
So false works, empty works. The power of the Lord brings the creature low in humility 
because he must increase. He must increase. It is a must.  It is not your must to do. It his 
must. He is telling you that. He must increase. You will decrease.  In your soul there is no 
room for two idols, not when the Lord comes in. The Lord becomes your life. The Lord 
becomes the Lord of your soul.  The Lord comes with such great and mighty power.   
 
Now the last thing I want to talk about today is the verses after.  What other fruit did 
this...what do we see that the faith that was given to Matthew was also constrained by 
love. It produces great love.   
 

And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, 
sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he 
arose, and followed him.  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the 
house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him 
and his disciples.25 

 
Matthew, when the Lord revealed himself to him and he had called him out of this life, 
Matthew called other publicans. He called other sinners. He was not ashamed of the 
gospel. He was not ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ. His love for the Lord and what the 
Lord had done in his life, he saw great merit in it. He saw great power in it.  And he 
brought all of those ones that knew him to the same table.  Can’t you identify with that?  
Can you identify when the Lord shines in your soul and comes with such power? Don’t 
you want the ones around you to see it? Don’t you want the ones you love or you are with 
every day? Don’t you desire that they see it, too, in the hope that the Lord works the same 
way is some of those ones you love that you know he hasn’t? 

 
“And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.”26 
 
And notice his disciples came with him, because, see, where the shepherd goes, the sheep 
are.  And I venture to tell you. Before Jesus worked in their lives they wouldn’t have 
been caught dead in one of these houses. But all of that has been gone, too.  And they 
follow the Lamb wherever he goes.  And they go into this house, this house of a publican 
and they sit down to eat dinner. But who is always watching?  Satan and his hordes of 
people. The world and all of the world’s people.  
 
                                                
25 Matthew 9:9-10. 
26 Matthew 9:10.  
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“And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master 
with publicans and sinners?”27 
 
We have deemed them unworthy.  This is supposed to be your master. He is supposed to 
be what he says, the Son of God. Why would he eat with those nasty people? Why would 
he eat with sinners and publicans? You think the world is going to say anything different 
to you?  If, indeed, the power of Christ works in your soul and there is the light of Christ 
that shines out of you, you think the world is going to go up to you and go, “Well, that is 
a beautiful light. I wish I had some of that light, that light that works humility, that light 
that works a love and a singleness of eye for the child of God for his Lord and his 
Savior”?  Do you think the Pharisees, the law mongers and all of those religious people 
around are going to believe that it is genuine?   
 
We will just leave that question unanswered. Add this one.  
 
“Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?”28 
 
You know, the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by the lord Jesus Christ. 
And that is what you see in this answer.   
 
“But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a 
physician.”29 
 
Well, what are we saying, that the Pharisees were right and they were whole? He is not 
talking about their soul. They are not sinners in their own eyes.  They can’t sit at that 
table. They are way too religious. They are way too holy.  You don’t need a physician, 
the physician of souls. You don’t need the one to heal your soul.  Physician, you have 
healed yourself with your law, with your duty, with your paying attention to Satan. Live 
that life. You are left in that life. You have no part with me.  
 
“They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.”30 
 
Has he been a physician to your soul?  Has he granted you repentance this way, this 
powerful way, this effectual, powerful way to turn you and to bring you to him? And 
does he do this for you every day?  Every day we stand in need of his resurrection power, 
the power of repentance, the power of faith, the power of love.   
 
“They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.”31 
 
Well, I will tell you. Here is who said it. Hosea 6:6 says: 

                                                
27 Matthew 9:11.  
28 Ibid.  
29 Matthew 9:12.  
30 Ibid.  
31 Matthew 9:12-13.  
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“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.”32 
 
You know what that was?  That was the end of the old covenant. That was the end of all 
the sacrifices. That was the end of the law. This is what I desire, the mercy that is in my 
Son. The Messiah is coming.   
 
Jesus says: 
 
“But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.”33 
 
You judge by the law. You judge by your sight. You judge by what you believe is the 
truth, but you are far from the truth.  
 
“...for I am not come to call the righteous.”34 
 
Wow. That used to bother me. I won’t like to you. That used to bother me a lot when I 
was younger. Well, Lord, if you didn’t come for the righteous, I mean, that is pretty bad.  
I know why it bothered me. I was righteous in my own eyes, just like these guys.  
 
“...for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”35 
 
See, the power of the Lord that says, “Follow me,” that same power says, “Thou art the 
man?”  Thou art the man that lived in this sin.  Thou art the man that is delivered from 
this sin today.  
 
As he said to David, “David, this day your sin has been put away.”  That is the power of 
the Lord in the words follow me.  
 
“...for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”36 
 
Notice how he says sinners to repentance. That is what he just did with Matthew.  Does 
he call you this way? Do you experience this power?  I will leave that to the Holy Ghost.  
 
Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, may you come with thy power for 
the glory of thy name in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

                                                
32 Hosea 6:6.  
33 Matthew 9:13.  
34 Ibid.  
35 Ibid.  
36 Ibid.  


