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Next section, 8-15 
 
Ro 1:1-7 Paul, commending to the Romans his calling, greets them, 
 
Ro 1:8-15 and professes his concern for, and desire of coming to see them. 
 
Ro 1:16,17 He shows that the gospel is for the justification of all mankind through 
faith. 
 
Ro 1:18-32 And having premised that sinners in general are obnoxious to God's 
wrath, he describes at large the corruption of the Gentile world. 
 
Though the Epistle to the Romans is not the first letter Paul wrote, it is the most 
important in presenting Christian Doctrine, which is probably why it was placed as 
the first Epistle. 
 
Last time, we looked at the first section of this chapter, vv. 1-7. 
 
He starts that chapter and the letter by introducing himself to the believers at 
Rome. Whereas Paul's other letters are addressed to specific churches, the church 
at Corinth, this letter is addressed to the believers at Rome. They were meeting in 
individual homes, and not as a group as elsewhere. 
 
Second, he establishes his authority to write the difficult things he is about to give 
them. 
 
Third, he makes sure they understand that he will present nothing new. Every area 
he will touch is according to the prophets in the holy scripture, v. 2. 
 
The purpose of the letter is to counter the false teachers from Jerusalem who have 
already crept in with their undermining influence. 
 
A word about the historical context of Romans. This letter to the Romans was 
probably written around AD 57. Nero was Emperor of Rome, 54-68, so this letter 
was probably written during Nero's reign of terrible persecution against the 
Christians in Rome, which is why these believers were scattered in small groups 
throughout the city. 



 
The New Testament books were written during the reign of Nero. 
 
Nero: 
 
The shadows were lengthening across the warm hills of Rome as busy slaves 
erected final crosses in Nero’s magnificent gardens. While they worked, soldiers 
brought in Christians and either tied them or nailed them to crosses. Next, they 
soaked them with inflammable pitch. 
Darkness had frequently put a stop to the Emperor’s	chariot racing. This evening it 
would be different! The burning Christians would provide the light. Soon the 
chariots were lined up, the crosses were lit, and the horses leaped forward. As the 
clatter of the chariot wheels mingled, the crowds cheered. But there was no real 
enthusiasm in their cheers. Such flagrant cruelty was too much—even for them. 
Seeing that he had displeased the crowd, Nero never repeated this performance. 
Instead, he contented himself by throwing Christians to the lions; by dressing them 
in animal skins and turning the dogs on them; and by killing those who were 
Roman citizens with the sword. 
Today, Nero is remembered for his cruelties—and especially for having beheaded 
Paul. But strangely enough, in the beginning of his reign, he was immensely 
popular because of his generosity, kindness, and even understanding. Shortly after 
becoming Emperor at the age of seventeen, he was asked to sign a criminal’s death 
warrant. As he faced the document, he cried out in genuine anguish, “O, why was I 
ever taught to write?” While Claudius was dying on October 13, A.D. 54, 
Agrippina made certain that his death was kept secret until all arrangements had 
been finalized to place Nero on the throne. Nero, of course, was ecstatic at his 
elevation—even though he knew the truth. After divine honors had been voted for 
his stepfather, he remarked, “Mushrooms must be the food of the gods, since by 
eating them Claudius has become divine!” 
Being an atheist, Nero thought his little joke exceptionally funny. 
Nero’s first speech to the Senate aroused great enthusiasm. “He set forth,” wrote 
Tacitus, “the principles and models by following which he hoped to administer the 
affairs of the Empire in the best manner. ... In his house, he said, there should be no 
bribery nor corruption, nor anything to the wiles of ambition, and his family 
concerns should be kept distinct from the affairs of state. ...” 
The senators so loved his message, they had it engraved on a pillar of solid silver 
and decreed that it should be read publicly once a year. 
Blue-eyed, freckle-faced Nero had reddish-bronze hair and slightly heavy cheeks. 
He was the son of Gnaeus Domitius—a member of the Ahenobarbi family. For 
five hundred years this family, noted for its red beards, blue blood, recklessness 
and courage, had been at the top of Roman society. Nero’s paternal grandfather 



was extravagant and had a passion for gladiatorial shows. Likewise, he was cruel 
to his slaves. Indeed, he was so cruel he was denounced by Augustus. 
Nero’s father was a profligate noted for incest, brutality, and adultery. He married 
Nero’s mother when she was a mere thirteen. … 
Charles Ludwig, Rulers of New Testament Times, pp. 77, 78. Accent Books, 1976 
Fearful of his own mother being a threat to his thrown, he had her killed. In a fit of 
anger, he kicked his pregnant wife in the stomach, killing her. In his sadness, he 
had a boy who resembled her castrated, married him in a public ceremony, and 
“used him in every way like a woman. 
 
In other words, we cannot imagine what was the environment of the Roman 
Christians. 
 
Rome was the center of the known world. The Empire had built paved roads to 
every point in Europe, even in the British Iles. They were military roads used to 
quickly move the army from one part to another. Many of those roads are still in 
use today. 
 
Though the roads were built for military purposes, the roads made it possible for 
the quick spread of the Gospel of Christ. The roads also meant that whatever 
happened in Rome quickly made its way to the rest of the world. 
 
It is interesting that our railroads and cars today are built to the Roman chariot 
specifications which was two horses wide. Even our RR tunnels are restricted to 
that size. I remember that during the preparations for the moon shot, it was 
mentioned that the booster rockets could not be larger because of the two-horse 
wide Roman chariots RR tunnels. 
 
The roads were so well used, that the chariot wheels wore ruts in the stones, many 
of which are still visible today. The ruts were so deep that any carriage or wagon 
that traveled those paved roads had to fit within those ruts. So, all of the “jigs” 
used to construct carriages throughout Europe had to fit the ruts in those stone 
roads. The “jigs” found their way into the new world, so all roads and RRs today 
match the two-horse wide width. So, today the width of cars match the width of the 
RR. 
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