
Turning Completely to Jesus!

Matthew 4:12 Now when Jesus had heard that John 

was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 13 And leaving 

Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the 

sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 

saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by 

the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 

The people which sat in darkness saw 

great light; and to them which sat in the region and 

shadow of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time 

Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand. 18 And Jesus, walking by the 

sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were 

fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I 

will make you fishers of men. 20 And they 

straightway left their nets, 
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and followed him. 21 And going on from thence, he saw other 

two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 

in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he 

called them. 22 And they immediately left 

the ship and their father, and 

followed him. 23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 

and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 

among the people. 24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: 

and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with 

divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed 

with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had 

the palsy; and he healed them. 25 And there followed 

him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and 

from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 

from beyond Jordan.
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1. The time had come Matthew 4:12 Now when Jesus 
had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into 

Galilee; 13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in 

Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of 

Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 15 The land of 

Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, 

beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The people 

which sat in darkness saw great light; 

and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death 

light is sprung up.
a. John is now in prison. 

i. His earthly ministry is basically over

ii. Jesus waits until the right time

iii. The forerunner has prepared the way

iv. Jesus steps forward to do His ministry

b. Jesus worked on God’s timetable for His life

i. I wonder how hard it would be for me to wait 30 years 

to do what I knew I was supposed to do
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ii. I wonder if I could have had that brief moment at 12 

and then waited another 18 years

iii. Am I willing to allow God to work in my ministry at His 

speed, His plan or do I wish to have it my way

c. Jesus is light, the Light of the world

i. In the Garden of Eden man knew what it was to walk 

with God

ii. Adam and Eve were naked but probably clothed with 

the brightness of His glory like Moses was when He 

came down from the mountain 

iii. As Light Jesus can show men the way, He is the way, 

the truth and the life

iv. As Light He can show men their darkness

1. It is hard to see yourself as you really are in the 

darkness

2. I will not know that I am dirty until I see the light

3. I will not know where to go to get clean unless I see 

the way that His light will show me

d. The people were in darkness

i. They had physical light but had no idea about spiritual 

light
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ii. They had lost their way--looking at law, rules and 

misinterpreting them

iii. They thought the law was for them to do

iv. The law was to show them they needed Jesus

v. The main question is, have I seen myself in His light

1. Have I realized that I have sinned against a Holy God

2. Do I really see my failures, my sins

3. Do I see how sick I am and how much I need Him

2. It is time to repent 17 From that time Jesus began to 

preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand.

a. Once we see our condition we should be sick of it

b. Knowing you are dirty, in sin, failing, sick will cause you 

or should cause you to want to turn

c. Repent means to change your mind or opinion, your 

heart, your direction

i. Repent means to realize that the way you been thinking 

is all wrong
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ii. It means that you make a decision that says I have 

been wrong and my new thinking will cause me to 

change everything about my life

iii. Repent means to give up what I have been doing that I 

thought was good enough

iv. Repent means to realize that my sin is offensive to God 

and I will not continue in it!

d. The light will do one of two things in your life

i. It will make you run and hide

ii. It will make you see your need of help and you will cry 

out for help

e. As you continue to grow in the Lord and grace you should 

know that we do not repent one time

i. We live a life of repentance

ii. We constantly learn what is pleasing to God and desire 

that

iii. We see what He dislikes and want to dislike it also

3. Moving into ministry

a. It is now time for Jesus to begin His public ministry

b. He preaches repentance and many have repented

c. Now He begins calling out His disciples
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d. His call was to follow and fish 18 And Jesus, walking by 

the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for 

they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow 

me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.
i. They were to follow Him. To imitate Him

ii. They would become fishers of men or men who won 

others to the doctrines and teachings of Christ

e. The men He called were successful men

i. Notice in the passage that they had nets and ships

ii. In other passages we know that they had people on the 

payroll to help them

iii. They were leaders

iv. They were responsible in their work, with their families, 

and even with their workers

f. They left all

i. They showed no hesitation 20 And they 

straightway left their 
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nets, and followed him. 22 And they 

immediately left the ship 

and their father, and followed him.

ii. Notice that they left their business-nets and ships

iii. But they also left their father there doing the work

iv. They just up and walked away

v. No way everyone didn’t think that they were over 

reacting

vi. But Jesus was worthy of being followed

vii.Finding what God wants you to do and doing it should 

demand everything in you and all you can do 19 And he 

saith unto them, Follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.

4. How do we apply this to our lives?

a. Realize that God is at work in your life
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b. Realize that He has a time table. He knows where you are 

and where you should be. He knows what you should be 

doing right now

c. Get into His Word and see more of your life in the light of 

the Word. Make sure you are living out what He has for 

you

d. Make repenting and turning a common part of your life. 

Constantly be growing, changing, turning to become more 

like Jesus

e. Find the ministry you should be in and do it

i. Start where you are

ii. Begin using all you are to serve the Lord Jesus Christ

iii. Use your intelligence, your money, your position, your 

influence for His purposes

iv. Give Him all that you have and all that you are to be 

used for His purposes

v. Do what you can to get others to know Christ

vi. Be ready and available for whatever door or ministry 

that God opens for you

vii.Be a good steward, manager of all that God has given 

you
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5. As they served Jesus got famous

a. Jesus was really the One working while they watched and 

helped 23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all 

manner of disease among the people.

b. But the more He did the more famous He became 24 And 

his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought 

unto him all sick people that were taken with divers 

diseases and torments, and those which were possessed 

with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that 

had the palsy; and he healed them.

c. The crowds came 25 And there followed him 

great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 

Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 

from beyond Jordan.

d. He will preach to them next.

i. He got them together in big crowds 

ii. He preached the truth to them

iii. Most will walk away but some will believe and follow
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• Will you wait on God to work in your life all that He has for 

you?

• Will you come to the light so you can see yourself as you 

are? Time to quit making excuses and let the Light show you 

where and how you need to change!

• Will you live a life of constant repentance? Always learning 

what He wants and turning to it

• Will you seek out the ministry He has for you and go with all 

you have for it?

• Will you work at making Jesus famous?
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