
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
In preparation for Sunday, August 27, 2006      Passage: Romans 6:1-4 
Memory Verse: Acts 8:37 
 
TODAY:  From your study this past week, what is one thing that impressed you that can be of help in your life? 
 
Day 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT     READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Matthew 28:18-20.  What does Jesus command his disciples to do?  What is included in this?  What happens before they are 
baptized?   

(b) What priority does Jesus place on baptism?  Is it an “ordinance” (i.e. ordained by command of the Lord)?   

(c) Read Matthew 3:13-17.  Why was Jesus baptized?  Did baptism forgive or cleanse his sins?   

(d) What reason does Jesus give for his baptism?  What does this tell you about baptism?  How does God the Father respond to this 
obedience by His son?   

(e) Family: Read Matthew 28:18-20.  Discuss the final commands that Jesus gave to His disciples.  Why do you think he included baptism 
in this Great Commission?  Why was Jesus baptized?  Did he have any sins to wash away?  Why should we be baptized?  Does baptism save 
us?  Pray that everyone in your family will be willing to stand publicly for Jesus. 

Day 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT     READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Acts 2:36-39.  What does Peter tell them they must do before they are baptized?  According to Acts 2:41, who was baptized?  
What is required before baptism?   

(b) Some suggest that Acts 2:38 along with 1 Peter 3:21 indicate that one must be baptized to be saved.  Read 1 Peter 1:20-21 carefully.  
What is baptism described as?  What produces salvation (the water or the heart) according to this passage?   

(c) Also consider Acts 10:44-48.  What happens first: conversion or baptism?   

(d) Read Acts 8:26-38.  What question does the eunuch ask Philip regarding the conditions for his baptism?  What does Phillip answer?  
Does baptism save or does it symbolize salvation that has occurred?   

(e) Family: Read Acts 2:36-39 and Acts 8:26-38.  When should a person be baptized?  Discuss what happened on the Day of Pentecost.  
When were these baptized?  Tell the story of the Ethiopian eunuch.  Why did Phillip permit him to be baptized?  Should everyone be 
baptized?  Why or why not?  Pray for someone that needs to know about Jesus.  Ask God to give you an opportunity to share the gospel with 
that person in some way this week. 

Day 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT     READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Some draw conclusions about baptism from its similarities to circumcism.  What are the differences between baptism and circumcism 
(Romans 4:16; Galatians 3:29; Colossians 2:11-12)?   

(b) Read Genesis 17:9-14.  What aspects of circumcism are clearly not included in baptism?   

(c) While God’s people in the Old Covenant were part of the covenant by birth, what is to be different in the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:27-
30, 31-34; Ezekiel 36:24-28)?  When do people become part of the New Covenant?   

(d) Who are the children of Abraham in the New Covenant (Romans 4:16; Galatians 3:7-9)?  What connection does this have with baptism 
(Galatians 3:27)?   

(e) Read Colossians 2:9-12.  Does this passage teach that infants should be baptized?  What does this verse tell us about this “circumcism?”  
How can “putting off the body of the sins of the flesh” and “raised with Him through faith” be connected with infant baptism?   

(f) Family: Read Jeremiah 31:33-34 and Ezekiel 36:24-28.  Discuss the idea of circumcism.  What is it?  How did it identify the people of 
God in the Old Testament?  How is it different from baptism in the New Testament?  What does the idea of a new heart tell you about who 
saves people?  Pray for someone who is not a believer that God would give them a new heart.  

Day 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT     READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Acts 2:38.  Does this reference indicate that children are to be baptized or that the promise is available, not just to this generation, 
but to all?  What is the qualifier that is attached at the end of the verse?  Why is this important?   

(b) If those mentioned in verse 38 included infants, then does this mean that infants also participated in the breaking of bread in verse 42?   

(c) What about “household conversions” (Acts 16:14-15; 16:30-34; 18:8)?  Do any of these passages indicate infant baptism?  In Acts 18:8, 
what two things preceded the baptizing of these Corinthians?   

(d) What about Jesus’ attitude toward children in Matthew 18:1-1, Mark 9:33-37; and Luke 9:46-48?  What three things did Jesus teach his 
disciples through this example of the children (Matthew 18:1, 3, 5)?  Do any of these have anything to do with baptism?  What aspects would 
teach against the baptism of infants?   

(e) Read Matthew 19:13-15.  This passage is also used to teach infant baptism.  What in it teaches that Jesus wanted infants to be baptized?   

(f) Family: Acts 16:14-15 and 16:29-34.  Discuss infant baptism.  Why do some churches baptize infants?  What happened to Lydia and the 
Philippians jailer before they were baptized?  Why did t hey want to be baptized?  Pray that the baptisms of believers might influence others 
to follow Christ also. 



Day 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT     READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Different denominations also differ on the mode/method of baptism.  What mode is indicated by the picture of baptism in Romans 6:1-
4?  How could sprinkling demonstrate this spiritual truth?   

(b) Look at John 3:22.  Why did John choose this particular place for his baptisms?  What might this tell us about the mode of baptism 
being practiced?   

(c) Consider the following: Matthew 3:16; Mark 3:10; Acts 8:38-39.  What do these passages indicate about the mode of baptism?  What is 
significant about “going down into the water” and “coming up out of the water?”   

(d) What kind of baptism is most important (1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 4:4-6)?  When does this baptism take place?   

(e) Does the proper water baptism make a person a Christian?  What does (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:4-7)?  Are those baptized in other ways 
still our Christian brothers and sisters (Ephesians 4:4-6)?   

(f) Family: Read Romans 6:1-6.  Discuss the picture of baptism.  What does it symbolize?  What should a person who is baptized do after 
baptism (Romans 6:4)?  Pray for those being baptized.  Pray that they too will “walk in the newness of life.” 

DAY 6 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
Think back through what you have learned each day this week.  Read Romans 6:1-4.  What have you learned about baptism through this 
week’s study?  Does it save us?  What happens if a Christian dies without being baptized?  Why is baptism so important for believers?   
Pray for worship services tomorrow, that believers might be willing to obey Christ in every area of life. 
 
 
DATE: October 8, 2000         Text: Romans 6:1-4 
 

BAPTISM: IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST 
“As many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death.” 


