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Sermon Text:  Matthew 13:1-23 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 10 
 
This morning we need to look still 
further at this well-known and little 
understood parable of the soils or The 
Sower. Let’s read it again and then 
move in for a closer look.  
 
Mat 13:1-23 That same day Jesus went 
out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
(2) And great crowds gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat 
down. And the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. (3) And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: "A sower 
went out to sow. (4) And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them.  
 
(5) Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and 
immediately they sprang up, since they 
had no depth of soil, (6) but when the 
sun rose they were scorched. And 
since they had no root, they withered 
away.  
 
(7) Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them.  
 
(8) Other seeds fell on good soil and 
produced grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. (9) He who 
has ears, let him hear."  
 
(10) Then the disciples came and said 
to him, "Why do you speak to them in 
parables?" (11) And he answered 
them, "To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been 
given. (12) For to the one who has, 
more will be given, and he will have 
an abundance, but from the one who 
has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. (13) This is why I speak to them 
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in parables, because seeing they do not 
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor 
do they understand. (14) Indeed, in 
their case the prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled that says: "'"You will indeed 
hear but never understand, and you 
will indeed see but never perceive." 
(15) For this people's heart has grown 
dull, and with their ears they can 
barely hear, and their eyes they have 
closed, lest they should see with their 
eyes and hear with their ears and 
understand with their heart and turn, 
and I would heal them.'  
 
(16) But blessed are your eyes, for 
they see, and your ears, for they hear. 
(17) For truly, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed 
to see what you see, and did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, and did not 
hear it.  
 
(18) "Hear then the parable of the 
sower: (19) When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in 
his heart. This is what was sown along 
the path.  
 
(20) As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with 
joy, (21) yet he has no root in himself, 
but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately he 

falls away.  
 
(22) As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful.  
 
(23) As for what was sown on good 
soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty." 
 
We discussed last time Jesus’ reason 
for speaking in parables. The Lord 
does not give His truth to people who 
hate it. To those who don’t want to 
hear, who don’t want to know Christ. 
They love this present world and hate 
the kingdom of God. Those who have 
light will receive more light, but those 
who choose darkness will find 
themselves in greater and greater 
darkness.  We must understand that we 
are working counter to God’s work if 
we insist on pouring out our energies 
day after day on people who have 
heard the good news of Christ and His 
kingdom but detest it. Rather: 
 
Mat 10:11-15 And whatever town or 
village you enter, find out who is 
worthy in it and stay there until you 
depart. (12) As you enter the house, 
greet it. (13) And if the house is 
worthy, let your peace come upon it, 
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but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. (14) And if anyone will 
not receive you or listen to your words, 
shake off the dust from your feet when 
you leave that house or town. (15) 
Truly, I say to you, it will be more 
bearable on the day of judgment for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for that town. 
 
The church has not done well in 
obeying the Lord’s instructions in this 
regard. Most professing Christians 
have been taught that, in fact, they 
must settle in and never leave town no 
matter how wicked and unworthy the 
place is. Let me ask each of us this 
question: 
 
What people might be in our lives who 
have continually rejected Christ, yet 
somehow we think that we are still 
obligated to keep trying to save them?  
 
This was a wakeup call for me a 
number of years ago. “Jeff, you have 
been trying with that person for 30 
years now. Why are you still lingering 
there?” 
 
The Lord Himself as we see in this 
parable does not keep sowing seed on 
people who have had it but who turn 
out to be bad soil.  Don’t be like a 
farmer who, year after year, keeps on 
wasting seed on ground that never 
yields a crop. 
 

Let’s make some more observations 
about the sower and the soils now. 
 
The Nature of the Seed 
 
Jesus tells us that the seed sown is “the 
word of the kingdom.” This is another 
name for the gospel. But this title of 
the message that we are to announce to 
the world is descriptive of its nature 
and content in ways that most 
Christians do not think about. Listen to 
the closing verses of Acts and look 
carefully at just what message it was 
that the Apostle Paul was preaching: 
 
Act 28:23-31 When they had 
appointed a day for him, they came to 
him at his lodging in greater numbers. 
From morning till evening he 
expounded to them, testifying to the 
kingdom of God and trying to 
convince them about Jesus both 
from the Law of Moses and from the 
Prophets. (24) And some were 
convinced by what he said, but others 
disbelieved.  
 
(25) And disagreeing among 
themselves, they departed after Paul 
had made one statement: "The Holy 
Spirit was right in saying to your 
fathers through Isaiah the prophet: (26) 
"'Go to this people, and say, "You will 
indeed hear but never understand, and 
you will indeed see but never 
perceive." (27) For this people's heart 
has grown dull, and with their ears 
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they can barely hear, and their eyes 
they have closed; lest they should see 
with their eyes and hear with their ears 
and understand with their heart and 
turn, and I would heal them.' (28) 
Therefore let it be known to you that 
this salvation of God has been sent 
to the Gentiles; they will listen."  
 
(30) He lived there two whole years at 
his own expense, and welcomed all 
who came to him, (31) proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness 
and without hindrance. 
 
You see here an example of Paul 
shaking the dust off his feet and 
moving on. He recognized that the 
Jews had hardened their hearts to the 
gospel and he confronted them with 
their evil and they left.  
 
But notice also what his message is 
called – the kingdom of God. Our 
message, our gospel that we believe 
and share is the kingdom of God. It’s 
King is Jesus and it is in and through 
Christ that the new creation and the 
new humanity is created. That is what 
the kingdom is:  
 

• A new heavens and earth (the 
land promised to Abraham 

• A King (the Lord Jesus) 
• A new people who are citizens of 

the new kingdom 

• Forgiveness of sins, 
reconciliation with God 

• No sin, no curse, no death 
• All of which has been announced 

by the OT prophets and now by 
Christ 

 
This is what can be properly called 
“the full gospel” (not the full gospel of 
Pentecostalism by the way!).  It is not 
merely a message of forgiveness of 
sins and of eternal life in heaven when 
we die (though this of course is a key 
part of the kingdom).  The good news 
of the kingdom then is really good 
news!  
 
The Seed is Cast Upon All Soils 
 
You may recall that in the past we 
have had occasion to discuss what is 
called the error of hyper-calvinism. 
Many people today think that 
Calvinism is hyper-calvinism, but that 
of course is an error. 
 
Hyper-calvinism should never, ever 
have been thought to be true by anyone 
who read the parable of the Sower. Let 
me show you why. 
 
We are Calvinists. We embrace 
Reformed theology. We confess that 
God is sovereign in salvation, that He 
has actively elected in eternity past 
who he would save. The rest He has 
passed by. The elect display His 
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glorious grace, the non-elect His 
glorious justice.  
 
Hyper-calvinists however take God’s 
sovereignty and election to an 
erroneous conclusion that says that 
because salvation is God’s doing, we 
are not warranted in preaching the 
gospel to everyone indiscriminately. 
We are to discriminate – that is, we are 
only to present Christ to people who 
show some indication that they are 
“good soil.”  And for that matter that 
no unsaved person is authorized to 
actively repent and believe the gospel 
until and unless they recognize that 
God is at work in them, calling them – 
in other words, that they are elect. 
 
Listen to this statement taken from the 
Monergism website: 
 

Arminianism and Hyper-Calvinism 
were both among the historical errors 
battled by Charles Spurgeon, who was 
himself a 5-point Calvinist. He 
vigilantly fought these twin errors on 
both sides of the spectrum.  
 
One of Hyper-Calvinism's main errors 
is to declare that, because of God's 
sovereignty, we should not evangelize 
the lost. Spurgeon rejected such 
nonsense as do the large majority of 
people who would call themselves 
Calvinists today…. We believe the 
doctrine of election should be declared 
strongly because the Bible does and 

because man's affections are enslaved 
to sin. He cannot save himself but 
needs the effectual working of the 
Holy Spirit if he is to have ears to hear 
when we preach the gospel.  
 
The preacher casts forth the seed of 
the gospel (the command to believe) 
indiscriminately but the Holy Spirit 
germinates the Word (so to speak) in 
the hearts of those he intends to save; 
i.e. those given to the Son by the 
Father in the eternal covenant made 
before time (John 6:37, 39, Eph 1, 4).  
 
Many Christian missionaries whom 
most would consider heroes held to the 
five point of Calvinism: William Carey 
(he was opposed by a Hyper-
Calvinist), Jonathan Edwards & David 
Brainard (missionaries to native 
Americans) just to name three. 
[https://www.monergism.com/topics/h
yper-calvinism] 

 
You see then that hyper-calvinism is 
obviously shown to be false just by 
this one parable. The Sower sows upon 
all men. And as we have seen already, 
that does not mean that we are to keep 
on throwing seed on bad soil once it 
has evidenced itself as such.  
 
Where Does the Good Soil Come 
From? 
 
(23) As for what was sown on good 
soil, this is the one who hears the word 
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and understands it. He indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty." 
 
How is this good soil to be explained? 
Does this mean that there are some 
people who are just not as evil as 
others so that they hear the gospel and 
believe it? We know that cannot be 
because we believe in the bible’s 
teaching of the nature of man’s sin. 
Totally depraved – in every part of his 
being he is fallen.  
 
Eph 2:1-5 And you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins (2) in which you 
once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in the sons of disobedience-- 
(3) among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out 
the desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind. (4) But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, (5) 
even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ--by grace you have been saved-- 
 
It is the Lord alone who gets all praise 
and credit for the good soil that 
receives the seed. Once again as we 
saw last week, this is exactly what 
Paul says: 
 

1Co 3:5-7 What then is Apollos? What 
is Paul? Servants through whom you 
believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 
(6) I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. (7) So neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is 
anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 
 
This means of course that none of us 
who are in Christ have any room for 
boasting. We were all bad soil the 
moment we entered this world and it is 
only from God’s creative work in us 
that we were made suitable soil that 
would receive the gospel.   
 
It also means that there is good soil 
“out there.” Lot’s of bad soil, to be 
sure. But God’s elect are there though 
we do not know who they are until we 
see the seed take root, grow, and bear 
fruit.  
 
There is still another lesson in this 
parable for us. In the first case, the soil 
along the path, the seed never even 
gets a start. But in the next two classes 
of soil, the rocky ground and the one 
infested with thorns, we will see an 
initial response that looks very 
promising. But it will not last. They 
will go back to the world and to their 
sins after a time.  This means then that 
so much of the so-called evangelism 
that local churches have and continue 
to practice is wrong-headed. It declares 
people saved with certainty as soon as 
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the seed shows signs of life. But it is 
only those in whom the Word takes 
root, grows, and bears fruit over the 
long haul that we can be confident are 
saved.  
 
We end on a sober word of caution 
taken from this parable: 
 
We must be certain that we are not we 
are not bad soil. No, we cannot create 
good soil in our hearts, but we 
certainly can plead with the Lord to 
cultivate such soil in us. He most 
certainly will to all who ask.  
 
We must examine ourselves and be 
certain that we are not of the kind who 
made some excited profession of faith 
in Christ but who in fact have no root. 
Inevitably such will go back to the 
world. And we must be certain to see if 
in fact we really love the world rather 
than Christ. If that is true, it is certain 
that we will go back to the world and 
be lost.   
 
But how can we know for certain? 
Look for fruit. Look for growth. Look 
for Christ being formed in you.  
Compare yourself with this list and see 
which one best characterizes you: 
 
Gal 5:18-24 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. (19) 
Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, (20) idolatry, sorcery, 

enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, (21) 
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you 
before, that those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
(22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there 
is no law. (24) And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 
 
Christ gives great encouragement to 
His people here and also serious, 
serious warning to those who reject 
Him: 
 
Mat 13:12 For to the one who has, 
more will be given, and he will have 
an abundance, but from the one who 
has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. 
 
Hear this very, very well. When the 
seed comes to us and finds good soil – 
that is, we receive it by faith – the 
Christ will give us more and more and 
more of His Light. But if that seeds 
meets with bad soil and unbelief, then 
even the knowledge of God that is 
given to all men by what we call 
common grace will eventually be taken 
away. And then such a person’s last 
condition is worse than the first. 
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And this is what that sad condition 
looks like: 
 
Rom 1:28-32 And since they did not 
see fit to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done. (29) They were 
filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, 
malice. They are full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, (30) slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors 
of evil, disobedient to parents, (31) 
foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
(32) Though they know God's 
righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, 
they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


