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Introduction 

1. The issue before us is surety. 

Paul builds his argument on verses 20 and 22. The King James reads “And inasmuch as [kata, according 

to the ‘better hope introduced,’ v. 19] not without an oath he was made priest [added by the 

translators for clarification]” . . . By so much [kata tosoutos, ‘so great’] was Jesus made a surety of 

a better testament.” The oath established Jesus as a priest in order to introduce a better hope and, 

because of this, Jesus is made the surety or guarantor of a better covenant. 

2. The argument is not so much to exalt Jesus in His person (which Paul has already done and will continue to 

do) but to emphasize the quality of His administration of God’s purpose—the better hope of verse 19. 

3. Three elements are noted in order to make the argument: covenant, oath, and surety. 

4. Jesus (named in His priestly office for the first time in verse 22) is declared the surety of a better covenant. 

a. It was God’s oath (Psa. 110:4) that secured the superior administrative position for Jesus. 

b. That Jesus’ covenant is better implies that the former covenant—the Old Covenant mediated by Moses—is 

inferior. 

c. It was the former covenant that the Aaronic priesthood served as surety but in a position not established by 

oath. This fact gave liberty for God to make whatever change He deemed appropriate.  

5. That Jesus was confirmed with an oath shows God’s intention to bring His people to perfection through 

Christ’s better priestly administration, which is now unchangeable (v. 21). 

What we need to understand is surety. What is surety? Note again chapter 5 and verse 11: “About this we 

have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.” This argument is 

difficult, especially when believers are “dull of hearing.” Deeper truths are difficult to grasp, particularly 

when people are wary of hard truths and prone to light and entertaining messages. 

I. Surety Defined 

1. A surety is a person with both resources and ability to ensure another’s fulfillment of contractual obligations. 

a. A modern example would be the co-signing of a contract. 

b. A person with sound credit history and adequate income can co-sign, ensuring that another will live up to 

his contractual obligations.  

2. Two powerful examples are given in Scripture to help us understand surety: Judah’s pledge for Benjamin in 

Genesis 43:8, 9 and Paul’s pledge for Onesimus in Philemon, verses 17–20. 

II. Surety and Covenant 

There are three main covenants of Scripture 

1. The first covenant is one that God made with Adam in which Adam was to serve as God’s administrator of 

creation (Gen. 1:26–30). This covenant had but one condition—Adam was not to eat of the tree of the 

knowledge of Good and evil (Gen. 2:15, 16). There was no oath establishing this administration, nor was 

Adam given a surety. 

2. The second was a covenant mediated by Moses (Exodus 19, 20) with Israel at Mount Sinai. The Levitical 

priests of the family of Aaron served as surety for its administration; however, their administration was not 

confirmed by an oath.  

3. The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31–34) was established by Christ, replacing the Old Covenant of Israel, 

with its Aaronic administration, with one having a better surety and being confirmed by God’s unchangeable 

oath (Hebrews 7:22). 



III. Administrations Compared 

1. The Aaronic priests were limited by three things: their sinful condition, their service terminated at age 50, 

and their unrecoverable mortality.  

2. It is argued that Jesus also died, but His death was quite different from that of Aaron. The Socinians met this 

objection by teaching that Jesus became a priest only after His resurrection. However, this teaching was a 

grievous error.  

a. Aaronic priests died out of office; Jesus died in and part of His office (note Num. 20:25–29).  

b. Christ’s death was voluntary: “I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 

take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father” (John 10:17, 18). 

c. Christ’s death was necessary to the purpose of God: Christ was both priest offering the sacrifice and the 

sacrifice offered for the forgiveness of His people’s sin and guilt. 

d. Christ’s death was not permanent since death could not hold him (Acts 2:24). The resurrection establishes 

Christ’s office as everlasting since nothing can limit Him—neither sin nor age nor death. 

e. Thus Christ is able to secure and ensure the sinner’s full and lasting transformation. 

What does this mean for us? 

Verse 25: “He is able— 

to save— 

to the uttermost— 

all— 

who come unto God through Him. 

God’s purpose is to restore Adam’s race to the first covenant purpose (Hosea 6:6). God wants a people who will 

love Him, submit unconditionally, and serve Him through the fullness of His Spirit in them. 

We can fully trust Christ, who has ability, stability, and permanence in His administration to fulfill all the New 

Covenant objectives for His people. 


