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Introduction 

1. One cannot read the OT Scriptures without wondering at the persistent disobedience of Israel and the 

merciful longsuffering of the Lord. 

a. The Scriptural illustration explaining this is that of childhood put away when maturity is reached (1 Cor. 

13:10, 11). 

b. The fact is, the Aaronic priesthood was replaced by the better and permanent priesthood of Melchizedek. 

2. The focus of the argument for the replacement rests on the phrase, “And it was not without an oath” (7:20). 

a. Establishing something without an oath intimates that God was free to make whatever changes He deemed 

appropriate. 

b. That God established the Levitical system without an oath signified two things: 

1) It revealed that Judaism (the former commandment) was to be set aside, being weak and useless due to 

the flesh (7:18), and because the law made nothing perfect (which is the aim of the gospel).   

2) Its being without an oath argued that it was God’s way to highlight the glory of the greater hope after 

first demonstrating the inability of the law (10:1). 

We shall see the argument played out in three points: 

1. In the fact that the perfect has come 

2. By the testimony of the failed system 

3. By briefly comparing the Aaronic priesthood to that of Christ’s  

I. The Perfect Has Come 

1. Paul’s argument is based on the statement of David, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind” 

(Psa. 110:4). 

a. The oath guaranteeing the better covenant was not an afterthought but was established prior to Christ’s 

coming, showing it superior to what preceded. 

b. Judaism was instituted and continued until that which it foreshadowed (the perfect) was brought in at the 

time preappointed. 

2. In order to establish the dignity of the priestly office to which Christ was appointed, it was necessary to 

confirm it with an oath. 

a. The Son of God condescended to take the office and fully discharged all the duties of it, giving it great 

glory and honor. 

b. Thus the determination of the immutable God adds to its dignity by the appointment with an oath. 

II. A Failed System 

The failed system of Aaron is powerfully displayed in the book of Malachi, closing the OT canon. 

1. The chief issue is the failure of the son, Judah, to honor the Father (1:6–2:9). 

a. This failure is evidenced in Judah’s continual disobedience which resulted in the despising and profaning of 

Yahweh’s name (1:14). 

b. The failure is blamed on the priests (2:1–9). 

1) The priests, those whom the Lord instituted to bless the faithful and curse the evil, were in line for the 

latter if they did not repent.    

2) The model of the true priest is presented (2:4–7). 

3) The proof of the rebellion of Israel’s priests is then presented—faithless priests produce faithless people. 



2. Judah was faithless with the covenant (2:10–3:13). 

a. This faithlessness was evidenced in Judah’s profaning the sanctuary and marrying the daughter of foreign 

gods (2:11). 

b. Covenant faithlessness was also demonstrated in failed covenant commitment in marriage (2:13–16). 

3. This faithlessness wearied the Lord, accusing Him of inconsistency due to His mercy and patience (3:6) 

a. Judah tolerated evil but charged the Lord with injustice because evil was not immediately punished (2:17). 

b. They hindered God from the opportunity to bless them by failing to tithe (3:6–12). 

c. They thought it vain to serve God because they saw the proud blessed and the evil prospered (3:13, 14). 

4. God’s remedy for Judah’s faithlessness is the coming 

a. Messenger is a prophetic office, a policeman guarding the covenant and warning the covenant breaker. 

b. Through his message, the Lord will refine and purify the people so that the worship of Judah will again be 

pleasing to God. 

c. This promise is realized in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

5. Finally, two things are introduced: 

a. The faithful remnant, even in the darkest hour, is a people who fear Him and esteem His name (3:16–18). 

b. The judgment of the Day of the Lord was coming (A.D. 70), a day preceded by God’s gracious sending of 

Elijah (4:5; John, Luke 1:17; Matt. 11:14). 

III. A Careful Comparison 

To conclude, there are 12 areas of comparison that show the priesthood of Jesus to be greatly superior to that of 

Aaron and the Levites.*  

1. Aaron was a man; Jesus was the Son of God (7:3, 28). 

2. Aaron was a Levite; Jesus was from Judah (v. 14). 

3. Aaron was made after the law; Jesus was made after the power of an endless life (v. 16). 

4. Aaron made nothing perfect; Jesus did (v. 19). 

5. Aaron could not bring the sinner near to God; Jesus is more than able (vv. 19, 25). 

6. Aaron was not made priest by oath; Jesus was (v. 21). 

7. Aaron had many successors; Jesus has none (vv. 23, 25). 

8. Aaron died; Jesus lives forever (vv. 23, 25). 

9. Aaron was a sinner; Jesus was “separate from sinners” (vv. 26, 27). 

10. Aaron was confined to an earthly realm; Jesus is “made higher than the heavens” (v. 26). 

11. Aaron’s sacrifices were offered daily; Jesus’ sacrifice was “once for all” (v. 22). 

12. Aaron was filled with infirmity; Jesus is perfect (v. 28). 

*A. W. Pink, Exposition of Hebrews, Vol. 1, © 1954, pp. 104, 105 (edited).  

 


