
Sermon Text: Luke 12:49-59 Understanding the Conflict  

Our purification in Christ divides us from humanity even as we are called to righteousness that makes 

for true peace. 

1) Jesus’ purifies us through His death and resurrection (12:49-50). 

a) Why would Jesus long to bring fire on earth? 

i) The fire of God’s holy judgment purges and refines. 

ii) It purges the earth by consuming the wicked. 

iii) It purges the soul by destroying the power of sin. 

iv) It refines by perfecting, since it is not a mindless force like literal fire, but the personal 

operation of the Holy Spirit.   

v) The fire will fall because of Jesus’ baptism. 

b) Why would Jesus be distressed about His baptism? 

i) The Flood is the OT figure of baptism (1 Pet. 3:20-21). 

ii) The “drowning” of Jonah and his miraculous deliverance from the sea prefigured Christ’s 

death and resurrection (Luke 11:29; cf. Matt. 12:39-40). 

iii) This drowning/death imagery is used of Israel’s Babylonian exile.  Being drawn from the 

water/resurrection imagery is used of Israel’s return from exile. 

iv) Fire and water are symbols of salvation through judgment. 

v) Jesus and the disciples are on a journey to Jerusalem.  He knows that this is a journey 

through the cross. 

c) How is the fire of our purification and the water of Jesus’ baptism related? 

i) Christ suffered the wrath of God’s holiness against our sin so that we enjoy the cleansing of 

God’s holiness in the removal of our sin. 

ii) Because Christ passed through death into life, He baptizes us with the Holy Spirit and fire 

(3:16-17). 

iii) This Spiritual baptism unites us to Christ in His death to sin and resurrection to new, 

Godward life (Rom. 6:1-4).  

iv) Application: Are you trusting in Jesus as Your Savior?  Have you received forgiveness from 

God by faith in His death as an atonement for your sin?  Are you growing in holiness? 

2) Our purification divides us from humanity (12:51-53). 

a) Irony: Jesus’ birth was announced from heaven with “Peace on earth!”  But, when Jesus asks, 

“Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?”  He answers His own question with a 

resounding, “No!  I tell you.” 

b) Clarification: Conversion creates love for people.  The gospel unites people that the world 

divides.  The division arises from competing allegiances.  Humanity’s ultimate loyalty is 

humanity/self.  The Christian’s ultimate loyalty is God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

c) Jesus’ Jewish audience would have understood divisions over competing allegiances: Herodians 

and Sadducees were comfortable working with Rome (Loyalty to Empire).  Pharisees and Zealots 

chafed under Roman rule (Loyalty to Nation).  Essenes were opposed to Rome and Jerusalem 



(Loyalty to Religious/Ritual Purity).  These factions of Jewish society were fundamentally divided 

from each other. 

d) Loyalty to Christ must go deeper than loyalty to family ties. 

e) Everyone would agree on “Kingdom Building” as the goal.  Whose kingdom and how to build it 

was the question.  Following Jesus meant turning your back on human contrived programs and 

false messiahs.   

f) Application:  

i) First Generation Christians often experience rejection from family and friends. 

ii) The light of truth can irritate the heart like high beams in a driver’s face.  So, Christian living 

and gospel witness can provoke hostility. 

iii) The Church that stands over against the world is truly for humanity.   

iv) Are you at peace or in league with those who are at war with God? 

3) Following Christ we are to practice righteousness that makes for true peace (12:54-59). 

a) Hypocrisy is evident by the fact that people can exercise rational faculties to interpret natural 

phenomena, but lose the ability when interpreting Scripture and supernatural phenomena (vv. 

54-56). 

i) The social and political unrest of that generation should have alerted the Jews to the coming 

crisis of the destruction of Jerusalem and the eventual dissolution of the Jewish state. 

ii) The miracles of Christ should have alerted the Jews to the presence of the Kingdom of God 

in His person and work (cf. Luke 7:17-23, John the Baptist’s question, “Are you the one who 

is to come, or shall we look for another?” was answered by Jesus by pointing to His miracles 

and preaching). 

b) Those who rightly interpret/discern the time (v. 56) are required to exercise righteous 

judgment/discernment (v. 57). 

i) The parable of verses 58-59 can be read against the political background of Judea’s 

relationship with the Roman Empire. 

ii) The parable may also be read as a call to righteous dealing in personal relationships. 

c) Those who reject Jesus and follow another path will pay dearly, right down to “the very last 

penny.” 

d) Application:  

i) Are you on the right side of history?  Beware of worldly analyses of current events that are 

based on worldly values.  We must learn to see with new eyes.  Calvin called the Scriptures 

divine spectacles (eye-glasses) that help us see the world clearly. 

ii) Right or righteousness is determined by your relationship with God whether you are dealing 

with family, friends, co-workers, enemies, employers, employees, and so forth. 

iii) Christ has paid for the sins of His people.  We are still answerable for the stewardship of our 

lives, which Christ has redeemed. 

Doxology: To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood and made us a kingdom, 

priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  Revelation 1:5b-6 


