
           From Troas to Miletus 

Text:  Acts 20:13-18 

Introduction: 

 Nearing the end of his third missionary journey, Paul is heading toward Jerusalem, where 

he will face great opposition and persecution, leading to his house arrest in Rome.  In fact, the 

great majority of the remainder of Acts (from the middle of chapter 21 to the end of the Book, 

chapter 28) deals with Paul's arrest and journey to Rome.  

 This morning, we will find Paul traveling down from Troas, along the southwestern coast 

of Asia.  He will wind up in Miletus, that place where he gives that tearful and heartfelt plea to 

the elders of Ephesus, who come to meet him there.   

I.  From Troas to Miletus 

 "Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on 

board; for so he had given orders, intending himself to go on foot" (vs. 13). 

Question #1:  Paul sent his companions ahead of him on a boat, from Troas down to Assos.  He 

had decided to go on foot (some 20+ miles) himself to Assos, where he would join them again.  

Why might he do this?  Apply this? 

 "And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene.  We sailed 

from there, and the next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos and 

stayed at Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus.  For Paul had decided to sail past 

Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, 

if possible, on the Day of Pentecost" (vs. 14-16). 

Question #2:  Why might Luke be giving us Paul's itinerary here?  Why not just skip all of that 

and jump right to Miletus?   
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Question #3:  Why might Paul be so insistent upon getting to Jerusalem for Pentecost, so much 

so, that he would pass by (not get held up at) Ephesus to ensure this?  [Jews from all over the 

world would be there] 

 "From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church" (vs. 17). 

Question #4:  Paul did not have time to see everyone at Ephesus (remember he spent a few years 

there in the past), but he did send for the elders to meet him at Miletus (some 25 miles south of 

Ephesus).  Why might he do this?  

Question #5:  Luke actually records the whole of Paul's discourse to the Ephesian elders (vs. 

18-35).  Why might he do this?  [A critical model for all elders]  What does this tell us?  Apply 

this. 

 "And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day that I 

came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you..." (vs. 18). 

Question #6:  Before moving forward, consider the fact that Paul is able to say what he says here.  

Remember, Paul has easily spent a few years in Ephesus.  Comment on his words here.  How 

ought we to apply this to us?  [The advantage of being able to say this.  What if we fail at any 

given moment.  Can we still say this?  How to repair?]

�  of �2 2


