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Acts 9: 1-9; “On the Road to Damascus”, Sermon # 39 in the series – “Laying the 
Foundations”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on February 5th, 2017, 

in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ revealed Himself to this man Saul on the road to Damascus.  He had been 
a persecutor, a blasphemer, and an insolent man, but now, at this very point in his persecuting 
career, He stopped him in his tracks.  Christ revealed Himself to this angry man on the road to 
Damascus, and He showed him saving mercy.  The Lord of glory saved him from himself, and 
from his sins, and brought him into a right relationship with Himself; in spite of the fact that 
Saul’s great intent and purpose was to persecute, jail, and even put to death Christians if he 
could.  Truly, this is one of the most amazing conversions to Christ in all of human history!  We 
find here in Saul, another example of immediate conversion; another example of God’s 
sovereignty in salvation.   
       What I intend to do this morning is to show you that in order for any person to come to 
know God and to have saving faith in Jesus Christ, there are 3 things which must take place in 
their mind and heart if they are to be converted to Christ.  These 3 things were initiated by 
Christ Himself in Saul’s case, and they are initiated by the Holy Spirit Himself, in our case, if any 
one of us is to be saved.  The 1st thing that must take place in order for a person to come to know 
God and to have saving faith, is that a divine and supernatural light must be imparted (shined 
into) your mind and heart if you would be saved. (verses 1-3)  2nd – The next thing that must 
take place is that your ears must be opened to hear spiritually and respond rightly to the voice 
of Christ speaking to you. (verses 4 and 5)3rd – Let us understand that a mighty change must be 
wrought upon your  will, so that you will do the Lord’s will and not resist His word. (verses 6-9)  
I pray that the Lord will give to each of us a better understanding of His working in the New 
Birth, in the regeneration of the soul, and how saving faith is created in the heart of sinner who 
has been opposed to Christ.   
1st of all – A Divine and supernatural light must be imparted to your mind and 
heart if you would be saved.  (verses 1-4a) 
       It says in verse 1 – “Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that 
if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem.”   Here we find a man who was very antagonistic to Christians and very antagonistic 
to the gospel that they preached.  Saul, we read in Acts 7: 58, began his persecuting career by 
holding the clothes of those murderers of Stephen while they stoned him.  He was fully 
approving of what they were doing.  He was consenting to Stephen’s death.  All sinners, before 
they come to know the Lord, are antagonistic to the things of Christ.  But they often do not 
realize that they are so.  They do not believe that they are murderers of Christ in their heart and 
mind.  But let us remember that the Bible says in Romans 8, verse 7 that “The carnal mind is 
enmity against God; for it is not subject the law of God, nor indeed can be.”  Enmity means 
hostility, and that hostility is towards God.  It obviously does not result in outward murder of 
His people in every case.  Often the hostility and hatred are carefully concealed. 
       When it says here that the carnal mind is not subject to the law of God, it does not simply 
mean the law of the Ten Commandments.  It means the whole word of God, the Scriptures.  The 
mind of the unbeliever cannot be subject to the written word of God, and more specifically the 
gospel and the will of God, for their living their life unto Him, because sin is working to deceive 
and to blind that person, to their need to humble themselves to believe the gospel. 1st 
Corinthians 2: 14 says – “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”   Saul 
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was a zealous man.  But it was not a zeal that was in accordance with true knowledge; that is, the 
knowledge of the gospel and the Scriptures.  He had the Old Testament Scriptures.  He thought 
that he knew the Scriptures, but he did not understand that they were speaking of Jesus Christ. 
Furthermore, he did not want to believe that they were speaking about Jesus.  He thought that 
he himself was a righteous person because he was circumcised and he outwardly kept the 
commandments of God which were found in the law, but he was going about to establish his own 
righteousness. (Romans 10: 3)  He would not submit to the righteousness of God which is Jesus 
Christ.   
       This is the way that it is for every person outside of Christ, for everyone who is simply trying 
to be moral.  They may believe in God in a general way.  They may see that God commands us to 
love our neighbor as ourselves.  They may see how important it is to their society to be a moral 
person; and yet, if you would be allowed to see into their heart, as God sees into their heart, you 
would find there, an enmity against God himself.  You would find that they are more impressed 
with their own reasoning than they are with the God who gave them their mind.  Why was this 
man Saul such an angry man?  Why was he breathing out threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord?  It was because he did not know God.  It was because he did not believe 
that Jesus Christ was his Messiah.  It was because he didn’t think that he needed Jesus Christ to 
be saved.  It was because of the fact, that even though he had the Scriptures, He did not 
understand them rightly.   
       The Lord Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5: 21 says – “You have heard that 
it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the 
judgment.”  “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment.”  “And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the 
council.”  “But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”  Saul had anger in his 
heart, but he felt justified in it.  He thought that his was a righteous cause.  He thought that 
Christians were fools and dangerous to Jewish society.  And so, he thought that he would be wise 
if he become a persecutor of the church.  He says in Acts 26: 9 – “Indeed, I myself thought that I 
must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus Christ.”  Why?  Because Jesus Christ was, 
and He is, the Son of God.  And from what he had heard about Christians, he knew that they 
believed that since Christ had fulfilled the law of God, that the customs and ceremonial 
ordinances of God’s law were all to be set aside.  Christians kept saying that righteousness in the 
sight of God was something which was obtained by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the 
law.   
       This made him angry.  He thought that from his own religion, the religion that he and others 
had made up around the Scriptures, that a person could be righteous in God’s sight by keeping 
the man-made commandments which they had added to the Scriptures.  He thought that this  
was something worth defending.  This supposedly true view of the Old Testament, the scribes 
and Pharisees and rulers and teachers in Israel, adding to the Scriptures for many hundreds of 
years; this supposed system of righteousness would all come to an end, if people believed in 
Jesus.  So Saul was very jealous for the traditions of the fathers; he was very zealous for self-
righteousness, and that is how he could justify his anger.  Now, you have to ask yourself – How 
could such a man ever be changed to become a Christian?  And the answer is: He could only 
change and become a Christian if his mind and his heart were turned to behold the glory of 
Christ.   And that is exactly what happened.   
       Verse 3 – “And as he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around 
him from heaven.  Then he fell to the ground…”   This light that shone from heaven, it says in 
Acts 26: 13 was “brighter than the sun”.  And this whole incident took place at mid-day.  And 
Saul and all those traveling with him fell to the ground.  This light which caused them to fall to 
the ground was a supernatural and divine light; the light which surrounds Christ continually and 
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indeed emanates from Him.  Christ simply opened up a window in heaven and allowed this light 
of His to surround Saul.  It was so brilliant and so dazzling, that Saul and those with him were 
overpowered by it.  This is the light which is continually beheld by those Christians who are in 
heaven, in the glory right now.  And it is the light which in the time of the New Heavens and New 
Earth, in the New Jerusalem, that city will need no light of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, 
for the glory of God will illuminate it, and the Lamb will be its light.  
       But out of all the men who were struck down by this heavenly light, only one had the 
experience of a divine and supernatural light shining into his mind and heart; and that was Saul.  
The first light which shone around them was an emblem of the second.  And that light shone 
only in Saul’s mind and heart that day.  Both the light which shone around Saul and the light 
which shone in his heart, were divine and supernatural.  Jonathan Edwards has a sermon which 
I hope that some of you will read concerning this subject which is entitled – “A Divine and 
Supernatural Light”.  The doctrine that he sets forth in it is this: “There is such a thing as a 
spiritual and divine light, immediately imparted to the soul by God, of a different nature from 
any that is obtained by natural means.”  He says: “Common grace differs from special, in that it 
influences only by assisting of nature, and not by imparting grace, or bestowing anything above 
nature.”  “The light that is obtained, is wholly natural, or of no superior kind to what mere 
nature attains to; though more of that kind be obtained, than would be obtained if men were left 
wholly to themselves.”  “Or, in other words, common grace only assists the faculties of the soul 
to do that more fully, which they do by nature; as natural conscience, or reason, will by mere 
nature make a man sensible of guilt, and will accuse and condemn him when he has done 
amiss.”  “Conscience is a principle natural to men; and the work that it doth naturally, or of 
itself, is to give an apprehension of right and wrong; and to suggest to the mind the relation that 
there is between right and wrong, and a retribution.”  “The Spirit of God, in those convictions 
which unregenerate men sometimes have, assists conscience to do this work in a further degree, 
than it would do if they were left to themselves: He helps it against those things that tend to 
stupefy it, and obstruct its exercise.”     
       “But in the renewing and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, those things are wrought in the 
soul that are above nature, and of which there is nothing of the like kind in the soul by nature; 
and they are caused to exist in the soul habitually, and according to such a stated constitution or 
law, that lays such a foundation for exercises (to think and to do) in a continual course (of 
righteousness), as is called a principle of nature.”  (the new nature)  Not only are remaining 
principles assisted to do their work more freely and fully, but those principles are restored that 
were utterly destroyed by the fall; and the mind thenceforward habitually exerts those acts that 
the dominion of sin had made it as wholly destitute of, as a dead body is of vital acts.”  “The 
Spirit of God acts in a very different manner in the one case, from what He doth in the other.”  
“He may indeed act upon the mind of a natural man; but He acts in the mind of a saint as an 
indwelling vital principle.”  “He acts upon the mind of an unregenerate person as an extrinsic 
occasional agent; for in acting upon them He doth not unite Himself to them; for 
notwithstanding all His influences  that they may be the subjects of, they are still “sensual, 
having not the Spirit.” (Jude 19)  “But He unites with the mind of a saint, takes him for his 
temple, actuates and influences him as a new  supernatural principle of life and action.” (End of 
Quote)  Taken from Vol 17 of Edward’s Works, Sermons and Discourses, 1730-1733, p. 410, 411. 
       This was what happened to Saul that day.  His mind was illumined to the reality of the glory 
of Jesus as the Son of God.  “For You will light my lamp, the Lord my God will enlighten, or 
illumine, my darkness.” (Psalm 18, verse 28)  And 2nd Corinthians 4: 6 – “For it is the God who 
commanded light to shine out of darkness who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  This is the experience of every true 
Christian; every person who has been born again by the Spirit of God.  Even as God said in the 
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first creation, at the beginning of the world: “Let there be light, and there was light.  Even so, 
spiritual light must be shined in the darkness of the heart so that the New Creation can take 
place in the heart of a sinner and bring order to the chaos that he has made of his own life.  
2nd – The next thing that must take place is that your ears must be opened to hear 
spiritually and respond rightly to the voice of Christ speaking to you. (verses 4 and 5) 
       Verse 4 says – “Then Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me?”  “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”   “And he said, “Who are 
You Lord?”  “And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”  There is no doubt in 
my mind that the voice which Saul heard was the actual audible voice of the Son of God really 
speaking to him, not in a vision or a dream but from heaven, at that very moment.  Saul’s literal 
physical ears did not need to be opened to hear these words that Jesus spoke, but His spiritual 
ears needed to be opened to have this message go to his heart, and for him to have responded in 
the way that he did.  Saul could have been fighting against Jesus all the way through this time of 
Jesus’s revealing Himself to Saul, but he wasn’t.  You remember that when the men of Sodom 
were struck with blindness by the angels who had come there to investigate their depravity, 
these depraved men kept trying to find the door, even after they had been struck blind.  That is 
the nature of man’s depravity; to continue to fight against the truth of the word of God even 
though their blindness to spiritual things has been proven to them.  But Saul was no longer 
fighting.  
       The proof that the Holy Spirit had been working in Saul’s heart to open his ears spiritually to 
listen and to respond rightly was his statement – “Who are You Lord?”  And our Lord sad, “I am 
Jesus whom you are persecuting”.  Saul knew that whoever it was, speaking to him, it was a 
person of great power and glory.  That He would reveal Himself to him; personally single him 
out, and then speak to him in this gentle way, as it is sometimes translated:  “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting Me?”  “Is it hard for you to kick against the goads?”  This immediately made an 
impression on Saul.  He heard these words, and they went straight to his heart.  Let us 
understand that faith was created in the heart of this persecuting warrior Saul, immediately, by 
His hearing the words of the living Christ to him.  He immediately says – “Who are You Lord?”  
He owns the Lordship of Christ immediately.  He owns that there was someone infinitely greater 
than himself who he owed his allegiance to.   He does not say: Who are you, that you speak to me 
in this way?  Come forth and show yourself!  Come forth and prove Yourself to me!  No, Saul did 
not see Jesus as Stephen literally saw the Lord Jesus before he died.  Saul saw glorious light, and 
he heard a voice.  And He was immediately humbled and made teachable.  But how?  By the 
working and power of the Holy Spirit in regeneration.  He was given grace to perceive the divine 
excellency and condescension that was being shown to him.  He knew that this was a Divine 
Person who was reasoning with him.  His ears were opened and his mind was opened to receive 
the word of Christ to him because of the regeneration of his heart.  
        Similarly, in the conversion of any person, faith is created in their heart through the 
instrumentality of the written word of God being preached, and the Holy Spirit’s using that to 
convict and to convert.   “So faith come by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ,” it says in 
Romans 10: 17.   But from whence comes this ability to hear?  It comes when the Holy Spirit 
opens the ears spiritually to hear, and opens the mind to receive the things that are preached.  
And so divine and supernatural light works hand in hand with the instrumentality of the word of 
God; the Spirit and the Word working hand in hand together.  Edwards says: “Tis not intended 
that the outward means have no concern in this affair.”  “As I have observed already, ‘tis not in 
this affair, as it is in inspiration, where new truths are suggested: for here is by this light only 
give a due apprehension of the same truths that are revealed in the Word of God; and therefore 
it is not given without the Word.”  “The gospel is made use of in this affair: this light is the light 
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of the glorious gospel of Christ.” (2nd Corinthians 4: 4)  The gospel is as a glass, by which this 
light is conveyed to us; 1st Corinthians 13: 12, ‘Now we see through a glass..” 
       He says again – “There arises from this sense of the divine excellency of things contained in 
the word of God, a conviction of the truth and reality of them: …. “As the prejudices that are in 
the heart, against the truth of divine things, are hereby removed; so that the mind becomes 
susceptive of the due force of rational arguments for their truth.”  “The mind of man is naturally 
full of prejudices against the truth of divine things: it is full of enmity against the doctrines of the 
gospel; which is a disadvantage to those arguments that prove their truth, and causes them to 
lose their force upon the mind.”  “But when a person has discovered to him the divine excellency 
of Christian doctrines, this destroys the enmity, removes those prejudices, and sanctifies the 
reason, and causes it to lie open to the force of arguments for their truth.” (End of Quote)  The 
truth is, that Saul’s ears were opened by the Spirit of God to listen to hear and to respond the 
truth that Christ was speaking to him, just as Lydia’s heart was opened by the Lord to respond to 
the things which were spoken to her by Paul in Acts chapter 16, verse 14.    
       The gospel, being preached by the power of the Holy Spirit, is the voice of Christ to those 
who are unsaved here today.  “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts…” But 
you will not harden your hearts if God is drawing you to Himself.  You will believe the truth and 
the truth will set you free.  You will be set free from the dominion of sin, and you will be able to 
respond in obedience to the gospel and be saved.  Saul saw that it was hard for him to kick 
against the goads; those prods that were used to herd cattle in the right direction.  He did, now 
see, that he was persecuting Jesus when he was persecuting his dear people.  And the reason 
that he saw was because of this light being shined in his heart, and the reason that he heard and 
responded rightly was because his ears had been opened to spiritually hear.   
And now, 3rd – Let us understand that a mighty change must be wrought upon your  
will, so that you will do the Lord’s will and not resist His word. (verses 6-9)        
       Saul was brought to conviction of his sin right away.  And he began to do the Lord’s will right 
away.  Verse 6a says: “So, he trembling and astonished, said, ‘Lord, what do You want me to 
do?”  Verse 8 says: “Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no 
one.”  But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.”  “And he was three days 
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.”  It does not appear to me that Saul was at all truly 
submissive to the will of God before his conversion to Christ, even though he knew the 
Scriptures in a general sense.  He worked with the Jewish authorities to obtain their permission 
to persecute; but the when and how, of his initiating that persecution, was done pretty much on 
his own authority.  This is often true of the worst of unbelievers.  They are their own authority.  
But when the Lord struck Saul down with blinding light and he for the first time heard the voice 
of his Master, speaking to him, it says that he being astonished, said, ‘Lord, what do You want 
me to do?”   
       What was this great change attributable to?  The power of his own free will?  I should say 
not!  It is to be attributed to the Almighty power of God which had worked in him.  God changed 
his mind, his heart, and as we are seeing here now – his will.   Some people have a hard time 
understanding the doctrine of man’s free will.  Let me see if I can help you.  Our 1689 Confession 
says – “God has indued the will of man with that natural liberty and power of acting upon 
choice, that it is neither forced, nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or evil.”  
This is pretty self-evident, is it not?  But then the 3rd paragraph of Chapter 9 says: “Man, by his 
fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying 
salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not 
able by his own strength to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.”  Paragraph 4 says: 
“When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, he frees him from his 
natural bondage under sin, and by His grace alone enables him freely to do that which is 
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spiritually good; yet so as that by reason of his remaining corruptions, he does not perfectly, nor 
only will that which is good, but also wills that which is evil.”   
       The truth of that last paragraph is not so evident to people, especially to people who think 
that they can do spiritual good apart from the working of grace and the leading and enablement 
of the Holy Spirit.  They do not realize how dependent the Christian is upon the grace that 
enables him.  But let us see, that by grace, Saul was immediately willing to do Christ’s will.  The 
Lord Jesus said to him: “Arise and go into the city and you will be told what you must do.”  
“Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one.”  He had been 
blinded by the light.  Does this not show you how dependent Saul really was for Christ’s help and 
His grace?  The Lord wanted him to be blind for a time, so that he would remember how blind 
he once was, spiritually, before the Lord saved him, and also how dependent upon the Lord he 
was now, in order to do any good thing.  Will you not remember these lessons, my listeners?   
       The men who were with him, it says in verse 7, “stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing 
no one.”  They had seen the light, but they were not saved.  They had the heard a voice, but it 
was not clear to them what was being said, for Paul says in Acts 22: 9 – “Now those who were 
with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke 
to me.”  So we must conclude from both texts that they did hear a voice, but they did not hear it 
clearly as Saul did.  And thus no one was saved that day, except Saul.  Let me end this message 
by saying this: Saul could not physically see after his Damascus road experience of meeting with 
Christ, because of “the glory of that light”, he says in Acts 22: 11.  If the glory of Christ is that 
great, then will you not take heed to the truth that each of us needs to have Christ revealed to us 
according to His own way of revealing Himself.  In Saul’s case it was blinding light.  In the case 
of the vast majority of the rest of us, it is in connection with our seeing the glory of Christ in the 
Word of God; the Holy Spirit opening our hearts and minds to it.  To have saving faith, you only 
need to believe in Christ as He is revealed to you in the Scriptures, as the Son of God who has 
come as light into the world.  In John 12: 46 Jesus said, “I have come as light into the world, that 
whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” 


