
Nehemiah, part 12: 
“A Prayer for Spiritual Restoration” 

Nehemiah 9:5-37 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
As God’s people pray for spiritual restoration, they can appeal to:  
 
 
 

1.  A God who Redeems!                    vv. 5-15 
           
    (1) He is exalted!     (Here, a call to worship!)    “Blessed be Your glorious name which is exalted 
                                above all blessing and praise.”  
          - He is exalted far above all the praise that can be ascribed to Him! 
          - He is exalted far above all that is earthly and created! 
          - He has created and sustains all things! 
        
 
    (2) He condescended to make a covenant with man!            
  

          - He chose Abraham – He made a covenant with him 
 - to make of him a great nation 
 - to give the land to him and to his descendants 
 - to bless all the nations through him 
 
 

                  
    (3) He redeemed His people from their bondage!            
  

          - He brought His people out by great signs and wonders 
          - He subdued Egypt 
          - He led them out by the cloudy pillar 
 
 

                 
    (4) He revealed Himself and His ways to His people!            
  

          - He covenanted with His people at Sinai, and gave them His law and statutes 
          - He fed them miraculously 
          - He commanded them to possess the land which He had sworn to give them 
 

                
 
 
2.  A God who Forgives!              vv. 16-31 
 
    (1) A Rejection of their Deliverance!  16-17      “They refused to obey,    
                           And they were not mindful of Your wonders 
          - Disobedient because of unbelief                            ... And in their rebellion  
          - Rebellion!                 They appointed a leader  
                   To return to their bondage.”  
 
        What did God do?                                   “But You are God, 
          - He forgave!                                      Ready to pardon, 
          - He did not forsake them!                   Gracious and merciful, 
                     Slow to anger, 
                     Abundant in kindness, 
                     And did not forsake them.” 
 
 

       (2) Blatant Idolatry!    Many provocations in the wilderness!      18-25 
 

            “Even when they made a molded calf for themselves 
          ...and worked great provocations” 
             Yet God did not forsake them!                            “Yet in Your manifold mercies  
 Far other!                           You did not forsake them in the wilderness.” 
 
                  He continued to lead and guide them and instruct them 
 He fed them and clothed them, and cared for them! 
 He did good to them, giving them kingdoms! 
 He multiplied them greatly! 
 He brought them into the land! 
 
       (3) A Persistent Refusal to Hear God’s Word!       26-31       
 

              - Yet God did not cast them off, but faithfully disciplined them 
              - He gave them judges to deliver them 
 
 
 
 
   3.  A God who Restores!                              vv. 32-37 
 
       (1) The substance of their plea               “Do not let all the trouble seem small before You 
                       That has come upon us.” 
             - Look upon us with pity! 
             - We are under the dominion of a foreign nation!                    “Here we are, servants today!” 
             - Grant to us a new day of blessing! 
 
 
 
       (2) The basis of their plea       (All that has been rehearsed!) 
 

             - They have no basis of appeal in themselves!          “You are just in all that has befallen us; 
                                                For You have dealt faithfully,  
 They have only demerit!                  But we have done wickedly.” 
 
 
             - Their God keeps covenant and mercy!             (31) “You are a God gracious and merciful.” 
                - He forgives, again and again! 
                - He will not forsake His people! 
                - He will show mercy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Further Application: 
 


