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20) John 1:13 - God’s will determines who will be born again. 
 
21) Acts 2:23 - God’s will determined the execution of Jesus Christ. 
 
22) Acts 18:21 - God’s will determines the boundaries of specific ministries. 
 
23) Romans 9:15 - God has mercy on whomever He sovereignly determines. 
 
24) Ephesians 1:11 - God does all things according to His sovereign will. 
 
25) James 1:18 - God saved people according to His will. 
 
26) James 4:14-15 - God determines and wills our daily future. 
 
27) Revelation 4:11 - God is to be glorified because He created all things.  (This even includes  
                                      the wicked–Prov. 16:4; Rom. 9:22-23.) 
 
We must conclude, after examining passages like these, that the Bible clearly establishes the 
sovereignty of God.  He can and does do whatever seems best for Him to do. 
 
QUESTION #26 – Since the Bible clearly teaches that God is absolutely sovereign over all  
                                  things, is it possible to connect God’s sovereignty to personal salvation? 
 
Actually, by virtue of the fact that God is absolutely sovereign over all things, it is   impossible   
not to connect God’s sovereignty to personal salvation. 
 
In an attempt to unfold what the Scripture teaches on this subject, there are several biblical 
observations that must be made: 
 
  1) A lost person has a   mind   blinded by   Satan   so that he is incapable, in and of himself, of  
        understanding the   Gospel  .  II Cor. 4:3-4; Eph. 2:1-3; II Tim. 2:24-26 
 
  2) A lost person has a   will   so   rebellious   against God that cannot   understand   or will not  
        seek God.  Rom. 3:10-12 
 
  3) A lost person is convicted of   sin   by God.  John 16:8a 
 
  4) A lost person is convicted of   righteousness   by God.  John 16:8b 
 
  5) A lost person is convicted of   judgment   by God.  John 16:8c 
 
  6) A lost person is drawn to   Christ   by God.  John 6:37, 44 
 
  7) A lost person is given   understanding   by God.  II Cor. 4:3-6 
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  8) A lost person is granted   repentance   by God.  II Tim. 2:24-26; Acts 11:18 
 
  9) A lost person has a heart   opened   by God.  Acts 16:14 
 
10) A lost person is given   faith   by God.  Eph. 2:8 
 
11) A lost person is given   salvation   by God.  Eph. 2:8-9; John 1:12-13; James 1:18;  
        Acts 13:48 
 
The biblical record definitely testifies to the reality that “salvation is of the Lord.”  God wants 
His people to understand that salvation is His work. 
 
Floyd Barackman, a contemporary theologian, writes: 
 
“Although the sinner must believe the gospel to be saved, yet he cannot receive credit for this, 
for all of salvation (including salvational faith) is wholly God’s work.  In the application of 
salvation the sinner does cooperate with God in the sense that he must receive the Savior  
(Acts 16:31).  But this response does not contribute anything to salvation by completing it, 
adding to it, effecting it, or meriting it.  The sinner does not even make the final decision to be 
saved.  Left to himself, he would neither desire salvation nor respond to the gospel (Rom. 3:11; 
John 6:44).  When the elect person is effectually called of God, he freely responds by receiving 
the Savior.  But his decision to accept the Savior is not one of absolute freedom or independent 
cooperation.  It is a conscious, personal response that is prompted and carried out by the inward 
activity of God, below the level of human consciousness.  The elect’s obedience to the gospel is 
initiated and completed by the concurrent action of God in the impartation of salvational faith” 
(Floyd H. Barackman, Practical Christian Theology, p. 255). 
 
After seeing what the Bible says regarding God’s absolute sovereignty and after connecting 
God’s sovereignty to the salvation of the lost, we may observe that Dr. Barackman’s statement is 
doctrinally solid.  The sovereign mysteries of God are deep, but when all is said and done, God’s 
perfect will shall be accomplished and He will be glorified. 
 
QUESTION #27 – Since the Bible does teach that God is completely sovereign, how does this 
                                   relate to man’s will? 
 
When considering the will of man, Dr. Charles Ryrie observed: “Actually the Bible says much 
more about the will of God than man’s will, and what it does say is unsystematic”  
(Basic Theology, p. 199). 
 
The fact that God’s Word does not have much to say concerning the will of man further lends 
itself to our finite ignorance when we try to understand the sovereignty of God as it relates to the 
will of man. 
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Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer once quoted Dr. John Dick, who in Lectures on Theology, once wrote, 
“Upon such a subject, no man should be ashamed to acknowledge his ignorance.  We are not 
required to reconcile the divine decrees and human liberty.  It is enough to know that God has 
decreed all things which come to pass, and that men are answerable for their actions” (Vol. 1,  
p. 243). 
 
Having said this, it does become our responsibility before God to study to “rightly divide” all 
biblical matters (II Tim. 2:15).  We have been commanded by God to grow in knowledge  
(II Pet. 3:18).  We do know that one of the reasons God gave His Word was to teach us doctrine 
(II Tim. 3:16).  Thus, even though we will never fully understand this issue, it is our 
responsibility to learn as much as we can so our faith is an accurate reflection of what the 
Scriptures reveal. 
 
Perhaps the issue of faith is more connected to this doctrine than we might realize, as John Dick 
said, “If everything in religion were level to the comprehension of reason, there would be no 
room for faith.  It is better to believe humbly, than to reason presumptuously” (Ibid., p. 243). 
 
In approaching this subject, it is legitimate to ask a question and then search for biblical answers 
to the question.  This will be our approach to this matter. 
 
QUESTION #28 – Does the Bible teach that God created beings having a will? 
 
There is only one, true biblical answer to this question and it is   YES  !  Created beings most 
definitely have a will. 
 
1) That may be seen in   Adam   and   Eve  .  Gen. 2:15-18 
 
2) That may be seen in   Satan  .  Isaiah 14:13-17 
 
3) That may be seen in   angels  .  Jude 6 
 
4) That may be seen in   Israel  .  Josh. 24:15 
 
5) That may be seen in   unbelievers  .  James 4:4; Rev. 9:20-21 
 
6) That may be seen in   believers  .  Rom. 7:16, 19; James 4:13-17 
 
An honest examination of the Bible does reveal that created beings do have a will. 
 
QUESTION #29 – Does the fact of the will make the created being accountable to God? 
 
Again, the Bible’s answer to this question is   YES  ! 
 
 


