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Introduction

R. C. Sproul is one of our generation’s spiritual giants.  He is perhaps most

well known for championing a renewed passion for magnifying the holiness

and majesty of God.  But, in fact, the scope of Sproul’s contribution to

theological and biblical understanding among today’s Christians is deep and

wide.  In that light, consider this statement he made.  Sproul writes, “Over

the years of my ministry, I’ve been asked many questions about the Bible,

about theology, and about Christian living.  But the question I probably

have been asked more than any other is this one: how can I know the will

of God for my life?  If there’s any concept about which there is confusion

among believers today, it is the will of God.” (The Prayer of the Lord, 53)

I hope that this morning we are going to clear up some of the confusion as

we consider the instruction of Jesus in his important guide to prayer that we

generally call “The Lord’s Prayer.” 

[Read Text Matthew 6:9-13 and Pray]

When we pray, we come to address Our Father in Heaven.  And the first

part of the prayer Jesus teaches us to pray is concerned with Him–his

name, his kingdom, and his will.  Roughly 50 percent of the prayer deals

with God the Father and His interests.  We have to learn to see things from

His perspective.  If we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind,

and strength, what will matter most to us?  His name or our name?  His

kingdom or ours?  His will or ours?  The answer is obvious.

Let’s dig in to the third petition.  

I. The Attention.  

The attention of this petition shifts to with the will of the Father.  Previously,

the attention has been on our God as our Father in heaven; it has been on

his name and his kingdom. Now it is on his will.  “Your will be done.”

As I mentioned earlier, the quote from RC Sproul expresses his conviction

that there is much confusion on this matter.  People are always asking in



our day the question, “What is the will of God?”  There is a bit of difficulty

here because when the Bible speaks of the will of God, there is more than

just one idea it has in mind.  In fact, when the Bible speaks of the will of

God, there are two distinct concepts .  They are different aspects of God.   

1.  On the one hand we may speak of the will of God as his sovereign

decree.  Theologians call it the decretive will of God.  This is what God has

ordained to take place in all of history.  Sproul points to God’s call, “Let

there be light,” and Christ’s call to Lazarus to “come forth” as examples of

God’s sovereign will of decree.  There was not any choice for light to make

or for Lazarus to decide.  It was a vocal expression of the divine will

effecting the events which took place.

Psalm 135:5-6 says, “For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is

above all gods.  Whatever the Lord pleases he does, in heaven and on

earth, in the seas and all the deeps.”

Psalm 115:3 declares, “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he

pleases.”

James references the decretive will of God when he speaks to those who

say “today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a

year there and trade and make a profit.” He corrects their presumption.  He

says you do not know what tomorrow will bring.  You are just a mist.

Instead, he says (4:15), “you ought to say, ‘if the Lord wills, we will live and

do this or that.”

God’s doing whatever he pleases is God exercising his sovereign will of

decree.  It is God accomplishing his eternal purposes.  This is the decretive

will of God.

2.  But we may also speak of the will of God as what we call his prescriptive

will.  The prescriptive will of God is what he prescribes.  Lots of sickness is

going around these days.  Not a few people are going to their doctor.  And

generally when you see the doctor, you leave with a prescription.  Here is

what he tells you to take, how much to take, and how often to take it.  His

directions are prescriptive.  The prescriptive will of God is also called the



preceptive will of God.  It is what he expresses in terms of precepts.  Psalm

119:100 says, “I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.” 

What God requires of us is his preceptive or prescriptive will.  

So there we have the prescriptive will and the will of God’s decree.

And now the key for understanding which is meant here is found in the

comparison between how it is done in heaven and how it is done on earth. 

The psalmist says that the Lord does whatever he pleases in heaven and on

earth.  That is his will of decree works equally effectively in heaven on

earth.  But on the other hand, it is clear that such is not the case with the

precepts of the Lord.

In heaven the prescriptive will of God is done with completeness.  Listen to

Psalm 103:20-21–“ Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who

do his word, obeying the voice of his word!  Bless the Lord all his hosts, his

ministers, who do his will!”

On earth this is far from the case.  For one thing there is Satan and his evil

associates.  For another there are human beings.  We do not keep the

precepts of the Lord.  We are law breakers.  Paul describes humanity by

nature in Ephesians 2: And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in

which you once walked, following the prince of the power of the air, the

spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience–among whim we all

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body

and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of

mankind.

Jesus must be speaking of the preceptive will of God because there is no sin

in heaven, no disobedience, no hesitation, not for one instant.  But the

situation here on the earth is quite different.  The earth is full of it.

II.  The Action.

An action is called for here.  Let your will BE DONE.  The will of God is what

he commands.  The action for which we are to pray is the doing of it.  In a

word, Jesus is saying we ought to pray for obedience to be done to the will



of God, that his commands would be loved and followed, that his voice

would be heard.

The will of God was rejected on the earth in the garden and throughout the

earth every dau since then.  But we are to pray that this would change.

Doing the will of God is an important theme in the Bible.

Matthew 7:21 – Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the

kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in

heaven.

Matthew 12:50 – for whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my

brother and sister and mother.

1 John 2:15-17 – Do not love the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love

of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world–the desires of the

flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life–is not from the Father but

from the world, and the world is passing away along with its desires, but

whoever does the will of my Father abides forever.

Those who are of the Father do his will.  Doing the Father’s will is what

followers of Christ are called to do.  Paul tells the Thessalonians (1 Thess

4:1-5), “Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that

as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as

you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what

instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of

God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that

each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5

not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 

Obviously, we do not do his will perfectly like the angels.  Those who have

been born of God have a spiritual battle ongoing within us.  For the desires

of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against

the flesh, for these are opposed to each other to keep you from doing the

things you want to do.

But one day when believers are glorified with him we will sin no more.



B.  Now we might ask the question, how can the will of God be known so

that we can do it?  Know his word and you will know his will.

III.  Location.

On earth.  That obedience to God would be here in the lives of people.

This is a prayer that God will raise up people on earth who will do his will.  

A.  It starts with me.  When we pray, one of our primary concerns should be

our own personal obedience to Christ.  We need his help.  We need his

strength.  We must have his Spirit to obey.  Now we must compliment the

prayers by keeping in step with the Spirit, but we must pray.

Make it your heart passion to obey the Lord.  Walk according to his will in all

things.

B.  But this prayer is also evangelistic as with “your kingdom come.”  There

is a yearning for the glory of the name of God that men and women would

turn from sin and darkness and that they would deny themselves and take

up their crosses and follow Christ.

IV.  Demonstration.

A.  Finally, I want you to see this morning that the embodiment of this

petition is Jesus.  “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  This is

what Jesus did.  He came from heaven to do the perfect will of God on the

earth.

Recorded in John 8:28-29 are the words of Jesus, “So [he] said to them,

‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he,

and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father

taught me. And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I

always do the things that are pleasing to him.’” 

This is the beloved son of the Father in whom he is well pleased.

B.  And I want you to consider where Jesus manifests the embodiment of

this petition most gloriously.  It is in the garden of Gethsemane.  Adam and



Eve rejected God’s will in a Garden and now, here is Jesus facing the

greatest test of his life.

Luke 22:39-44 – And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the

Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 And when he came to

the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and

prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.

Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to

him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he

prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood

falling down to the ground.

All along, the intent of Jesus was to do the will of his Father.  When he

kneels down in the garden, he is not resisting his Father but graciously

seeking the possibility of another way.  The prospect of suffering on a

Roman cross was a daunting one.  Crucifixion is one of the cruelest and

torturous forms of execution known to humanity.  And yet the cross meant

even so much more torture for Christ than that.  It meant him suffering the

anguish of divine wrath–the kind of torture to be experienced by those who

die in their sins.  It meant the Father inflicting on his son the punishment

due to sinners when the son rendered nothing short of perfect obedience.

Think of when you have been on the edge of a telling moment in your life. 

You are about to get medical test results.  You have got to make a painful

admission of a wrong you have done.  You are about to undergo surgery.

You have to take a stand and you know many will not like it.  You are on

your knees looking ahead and wanting another way.  

That’s where Jesus was.  “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from

me.”  Jesus did not say, “Father, I am going to name it and claim it.  Let

there be forgiveness apart from my death.  If I want it badly enough and

claim it in faith strongly enough, then it will be mine.”  No, “Father, IF you

are willing,” is what he said.  “Nevertheless NOT my will but YOURS be

done.”  Do you see that?  Jesus is burdened beyond our imagining in the

darkest hour of his life.  And he does the very thing that he had instructed



his disciples to do in prayer. He prays, “Your will be done right here on

earth, right here in this garden, right here in my heart as it is in heaven.”

There is so much confusion today concerning prayer.  And there is a lot of

what is believed to be extraordinary spirituality which is downright man-

centered and man-glorifying idolatry and blasphemy against God.  Listen,

God does not want to spare you of every disease.  God does not want to

spare you of trouble and trial.  God does not want you to drive the fanciest

car and have the biggest house.  God wants you to have a heart that

exclaims, “Your will be done.”  You want to talk about faith in praying. 

Faith does not evidence itself by claiming what your flesh wants “in Jesus’

name.”  More than anything, faith exclaims “not my will but yours be done.” 

Faith does not worry about anything.  Faith lets its request be made known

to God.  And faith leaves it with him to do what he pleases because faith

trusts His power.  Faith trusts his wisdom.  Faith trusts God to conduct us

safely home. Faith trusts the God who gave His Son to act with the same

benevolent intent when he hears our request.

There are some who say we should never add the words,”if it is your will” to

our prayer requests.  Some of them say that doing so is an expression of

unbelief.  It is powerless praying.  No, they assert.  We are told to go boldly

and that is what we should do.  Boldly go before God and claim what he will

do for us.

I am going to quote RC Sproul’s response to this approach which is so

prevalent in our day.  He says, “I can’t think of anything more foreign to the

teaching of Christ.  We come to the presence of God in boldness but never

in arrogance.”  He continues, “when we come before God, we must

remember two simple facts–who He is and who we are.  We must

remember that we are talking to the King, the Sovereign one, the Creator,

but we are only creatures.  If we will keep those facts in mind, we will pray

politely.  We will say, ‘By your leave,’ ‘As You wish,’ ‘If You please,’ and so

on.  That’s the way we go before God.  To say that it is a manifestation of

unbelief or a weakness of faith to say to God ‘if it be Your will’ is to slander

the very Lord of the Lord’s prayer.”  



Jesus has taught us to pray “your will be done,” and Jesus prayed that way.

Luke records that as Jesus prayed that way, there appeared to him an angel

from heaven strengthening him.  The Father’s answer to Jesus prayer was,

“My Son, there is no other way; you must drink the cup.”  And along with

the news came strength to obey and strength to endure and comfort in the

midst of anguish so great that his sweat became like great drops of blood. 

Hebrews 5 comments on this very scene before us.  Listen!  

Hebrews 5:7ff.  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him

from death (that is precisely what was going on in the garden. Now catch

this!) . . . and he was HEARD because of his REVERENCE (not because he

named it and claimed it, not because he was determined, not because he

dared challenge God, but because of his REVERENCE! Because his heart

was not determined to get his way but because he was determined not to

do his own will but the will of His Father!  Now back to Hebrews) Although

he was a son he learned (exhibited) obedience through what he suffered. 

(Even though he was the Son of God he was not spared suffering but was

obedient unto suffering).  And being made perfect (his perfection was

complete obedience even to the most trying and agonizing aspects of God’s

will for him) and being made perfect, he became the source of eternal

salvation to all who obey him.”  

Heaven came to earth in the person of Jesus so that the Father’s will might

be done on earth as it is in heaven!  It was done perfectly by Jesus.  And

therefore, drinking the cup of death on the cross means life and salvation

for all who obey him, who repent of sin and trust in him.  There is no other

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be

saved!  If you are looking anywhere other than Jesus for life and salvation,

you are headed down a path of death and ultimate destruction.  Turn your

eyes upon Jesus!  Look FULL in HIS wonderful face, and the things of earth

will grow dim in the light of his glory and grace.  I call upon each of you to

do that new and fresh this morning.

Conclusion

Turn to him and be like him, pray like Jesus taught us and like did.  Pray

‘not my will, but yours be done.’



First, ask God to bring obedience to him and reverence to him into this

world more and more.  Ultimately this prayer is going to be fulfilled in the

new heavens and new earth wherein righteousness dwells.

Second, ask God to bring you to ever -increasing obedience and submission

to his will.  “Your will be done in my heart as it is in heaven.”  Obey the

Father, and ask the Father to do in you what is necessary to increase your

obedience, to make your heart’s obedience to his word like the obedience of

the angels in heaven.


