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If church history has taught us anything, it has revealed our tendency to overreact—this is nowhere more 

evident then with regards to the person and ministry of the Holy Spirit—some Christians are fixated with the 

Holy Spirit—the Spirit is sung to, prayed to, preached about, and sought after—everything is always (and 

almost only), about the Spirit... 

 

And yet, there are other Christians, in reaction to this, rarely (if ever) speak or think about the Holy Spirit—as 

one man has cleverly said—"He is the forgotten member of the Trinity"—well, as we read through out Bibles, 

it becomes evident that both of the extremes must be avoided—for on the one hand, the Spirit is given for a 

specific purpose (to reveal Christ through Scripture), and thus on the other hand, we want to be sure that don't 

neglect Him...       

 

I.    Five Facts about the Holy Spirit  

 

A. He is the Gift of the Father  

 

1. V16—"And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper"—here we find that the Spirit is 

given from the Father in answer to Christ's prayer... 

2. Put another way—the Holy Spirit was promised by the Father, as a gift in reward to the perfect work of 

Christ... 

3. It's for this reason, our Savior told His disciples in Acts 1:4—"wait for the promise of the Father (the Holy 

Spirit)..." 

4. Thus—the Holy Spirit is send at Pentecost, by the Father, in response to the Savior's redemptive work 

(Lk.24:49)... 

5. Acts 2:33—"Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear..." 

6. [a] The Father promised to give the Spirit to Christ—this was promised Him, in the eternal covenant of 

redemption... 

7. This means—the gift of the Spirit, and all that He does in us, was purposed by the Father from eternity 

past... 

8. [b] The Savior poured out the Spirit, or sent the Spirit, as the exalted GodMan, in reward to His 

redemptive work...  

9. This means—the gift of the Spirit, and all that He does within us, was purchased by the blood of the 

Lamb... 

10. Thus, the gift of the Spirit was promised by the Father, purchased by the Son, and enjoyed by God's 

people...  

 

B. He is Another Helper   

 

1. V16—"He will give you another Helper"—the Greek word is Paraclete—there has been much discussion 

as to what this word means... 

2. To begin with, we must not overlook the fact that our Savior speaks of the Spirit as "another" Paraclete—

that is, in addition to Himself... 

3. Thus, whatever is meant by Paraclete—it's evident that the Spirit's ministry would continue, in some sense, 

His own... 

4. Furthermore, by the phrase "another" we learn—that the Spirit is a divine person in the same way the Son 

is... 

5. In other words, our Savior promised to send another divine person, who would be equal to Him in every 

way... 

6. He was not promising to send someone inferior—He wasn't sending in the second string—but "another" 

helper... 

7. Thus, at this point, we need to answer the question—what specifically is meant by the Greek term 

Paraclete... 



 2 

8. Well, the word literally means—"to come along side for the purpose of helping, comforting, or 

defending..." 

9. It's for this reason that the major translations render this phrase in one of three way—Helper, Comforter, 

and Counselor... 

10. Now—before we briefly examine these three terms—let me simply say—these three are very closely 

related... 

11. But, there are slight differences that I think are important, and put together, beautifully explain the word 

Paraclete... 

12. [1] Helper—this is the broadest way to render the word Paraclete—it refers to the broad ministry of the 

Spirit... 

13. It implies our need for help in every aspect of the Christian life—He helps us in praying, preaching, 

obeying, worshiping, and witnessing... 

14. V12—"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father (that is, He will go to His Father and send 

the Spirit)... 

15. He then mentions praying (vv13-14), and obeying (v15)—how are we to do these things—but by the 

Spirit... 

16. It's for this reason, the NT tells us live and walk "by the Spirit"—this means—everything we do, we do by 

His help... 

17. I think this is in part why our Savior says to them in v18—"I will not leave you orphans; I will come to 

you..." 

18. That is, I will not leave you as helpless—but I will come to you in and by the Spirit—My Spirit will help 

you... 

19. [2] Comforter—this word narrows the Paraclete to refer to the specific work of the Spirit in comforting 

God's people...   

20. Acts 9:31—"Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. 

And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied..." 

21. The Spirit comforts us with the word—He encourages us through hard and difficult times, by showing us 

truth... 

22. These eleven men, would each face great opposition and hatred from the world, into which they would be 

sent... 

23. Oh brethren—surely we have all come to see, that this world is filled with a thousand discouragements and 

fears... 

24. Well, it's the work of the Holy Spirit to come along side us—and give us comfort in times of fear and 

discouragement... 

25. How else can the Church walk through this life, with all of its darkness and fears without the Spirit's 

comfort... 

26. And how does the Spirit do this, but by allowing us (affording us), a preview of our eternal inheritance to 

come... 

27. Again, I think this is the meaning of v18—"I will not leave you orphans"—orphans are not only helpless 

but comfortless...  

28. [3] Counselor—the word "counselor" refers to His work as an Advocate (a Counselor is someone who 

represents someone in legal affairs)... 

29. The Greek word Paraclete is used 5 times in the NT, 4 times by Jesus in this sermon and applied to the 

Spirit (the other time is applied to Christ Himself)... 

30. 1Jn.2:1—"My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous..." 

31. Whenever a Christians sins, He has Jesus Christ, as His Advocate, with the Father—He is THE 

RIGHTEOUS... 

32. This means, He represents us to God—He speaks to God on our behalf—He pleads the merit of His blood 

and righteousness... 

33. Well, the Spirit does something similar, remember, He is "another Counselor"—He is "another 

Advocate..." 
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34. But—and this is very important to understand—the Spirit is our Advocate on earth, whereas Christ is in 

heaven... 

35. Perhaps I can put it like this—Christ is our heavenly Advocate, whereas the Holy Spirit is our earthly 

Advocate... 

36. Or perhaps, better yet—Christ is our advocate in the courtroom of heaven, and the Spirit is our advocate in 

the courtroom of our conscience... 

37. The Holy Spirit takes up our cause within our conscience and defends us from the many accusations 

against us... 

38. Thus, there is a sense in which we have two advocates—Christ pleads in heaven and the Spirit in our 

heart... 

39. This aspect of the Spirit's work is closely tied to His work of assurance, and speaking peace within our 

souls...  

40. Rom.8:16—"The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God"—He does this 

as our Advocate within our hearts... 

41. He defends us from the accusations of our enemies, and He reveals to us Christ, who by faith is our 

righteousness... 

 

C. He is the Spirit of Truth 

 

1. V17—"the Spirit of truth"—that is, He is the source of truth—He is the Spirit who inspires, illuminates, 

and applies truth... 

2. [1] He inspires truth—I trust it's evident that in this sense, the Spirit only inspired the human authors of the 

NT... 

3. Jn.16:13—"However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own authority, but whatever he hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 

come..." 

4. I suggest that fundamentally, our Savior is here referring to the work of the Spirit in inspiring the apostles 

to write the NT... 

5. The Spirit will reveal to them, what He has heard from the Father, concerning His redemptive purposes in 

Christ... 

6. [2] He illuminates truth—that is, the Spirit opens up our spiritual eyes, to rightly understand and believe 

truth...  

7. Jn.14:26—"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you..." 

8. Eph.1:17-18—"I pray...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened….." 

9. [3] He applies truth—by this I mean, the Spirit powerfully applies the truth to our souls, to change and 

mould us...  

10. The Spirit, takes the word, and powerful applies it to our souls, changing and conforming us into Christ's 

image... 

11. We could say—the word is like a powerful and effectual sword in the hand of the Spirit—defending and 

shaping us... 

12. [a] The Spirit always works with and through the word—the Spirit always acts and functions as the Spirit 

of truth...  

13. He is the "Spirit of truth"—He never deals in speculations or maybes—He always works through the word 

of truth... 

14. [b] Those with the Spirit, know, love, and obey the word—how do you know whether or not you have the 

Spirit... 

15. Well ask yourself this question—do I know, love, and obey the word—this is evidence of His gracious 

presence...  

16. [c] Those filled with Spirit most, know, love, and obey the word most—what is the evidence of being 

filled with the Spirit... 
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17. Now, technically speaking, no one can have "more" of the Spirit—He is a divine person who dwells within 

us... 

18. But we can be more "controlled" by the Spirit, and this is what is meant by being "filled with the Holy 

Spirit..." 

19. Richard Phillips—"The question isn't, How can I get more of the Spirit, but, How can the Spirit have more 

of me..." 

20. But how does being filled with the Spirit show itself—in raising hands, shedding tears, or running around 

the Church building... 

21. No, not necessarily—but it shows itself in knowing, loving, and obeying the word of truth, breathed out by 

the Spirit of truth...  

 

D. He is Known as a Person   

 

1. V17—"whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, 

for He dwells with you and will be in you..." 

2. Now—our Savior says that the world "cannot receive the Spirit"—because it "neither sees Him nor knows 

Him..." 

3. By "sees Him" He means—sees their need for Him—they are unable to "see Him" with the eyes of the 

soul... 

4. To "know Him" means—to know Him personally and intimately—the world, unsaved people, neither see 

nor know the Spirit... 

5. In contrast to this—these eleven men already knew Him—that is, they already had the Holy Spirit in some 

sense... 

6. No person was ever made a Christian, Old or New Testaments, without the powerful work of the Holy 

Spirit... 

7. But—these eleven men, along with the other disciples, would receive the Spirit at Pentecost in a unique 

way... 

8. Those who were unconverted (the world), were unable to receive Him, because they never had Him in any 

way...  

9. Thus, the "reception" mentioned in v17, has direct reference to the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost, in the 1st 

century... 

10. But there are other important truths in v17, that are applicable not only to these disciples, but to every 

disciple... 

11. [1] We know Him—"but you know Him"—what does this mean—well, it in the first pace means—they 

believed in the Holy Spirit... 

12. Though their understanding of the person and work of the Spirit was minimal—they believed in the Holy 

Spirit...   

13. Christians have always believed in the Holy Spirit—the person and work of the Spirit is a basic tenet of 

the Christian faith... 

14. Apostles Creed (120)—"I believe in God the Father...and in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son...I believe 

in he Holy Ghost..." 

15. But I want you to notice,  our Savior does not say—"you know about Him"—but—"you know Him"—that 

is, personally... 

16. To know someone is to go beyond merely knowing about them, but it includes knowing them personally 

and individually... 

17. For example—I know about President Trump, but, I do not know President Trump personally or 

individually... 

18. For a person to know the Holy Spirit, he must know about Him, but more than this—He knows Him 

personally... 

19. [2] He indwells us—"you know Him, for He dwells with you, and will be in you"—the phrase "He dwells 

with you" means—"He dwells in you..." 

20. Some have sought to take these two phrases "He dwells with you" and "will be in you" to suggest, the 

Spirit only dwelt with but never in saints, until Pentecost... 
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21. But I don't think this is what our Savior was meaning to say—though, He is saying something unique was 

coming... 

22. When they received the Spirit at Pentecost, He would indwell them as the Spirit of Christ, in a unique 

sense... 

23. He would reveal to them the NT Scriptures, which would make Christ known with greater clarity and 

fullness...  

24. Now—for the first time, the Spirit would be in believers, as the Spirit of the crucified, resurrected, and 

glorified Christ...  
 

E. He is the Spirit of Christ  
 

1. V18—"I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you"—that is, I will come to you by or in the Holy 

Spirit... 

2. Now—I have to admit there are others, who understand this phrase—"I will come to you"—in different 

ways... 

3. Some have suggested that our Savior is referring to His post-resurrection appearances to the disciples in 

the NT... 

4. Others have suggested He refers to the second coming—when Christ will physically and bodily return to 

earth... 

5. But, by far, the majority of commentators suggest, that Christ is referring to His coming to them by the 

Spirit... 

6. It's for this reason, I have entitled this heading—"He is the Spirit of Christ"—Christ lives in us by His 

Spirit... 

7. Rom.8:10—"If Christ is in you"—that is, Christ is in you by His Spirit—or the Spirit is in us as Christ's 

Spirit... 

8. Matt.28:20—"and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age"—that is, He is with us by His 

Spirit... 

9. Thus, our Savior isn't confusing Himself with the Spirit—these remain two distinct Persons (the Son and 

Spirit)... 

10. But He is saying—He Himself continues His ministry within us, by the person of the Spirit—the Spirit of 

Christ...  

11. Lesson 1—Let us thank God for the Spirit—the Spirit Himself is a wonderful gift from God the Father and 

Son... 

12. We hear much today about the GIFTS of the Spirit, but let us not forget—the Spirit Himself is a GIFT 

from God...  

13. The Father promises from everlasting, and the Son purchased with His own blood—the amazing gift of the 

Spirit...  

14. Oh, brethren, for all of His work in us and gifts He gives to us, let us not fail to thank God for the Spirit 

Himself... 

15. Lesson 2—Let us depend on the Spirit—if the Spirit is given to help us, then let us live every second 

dependant on His help... 

16. The Holy Spirit is given as a Paraclete—as One who comes along side another to help, comfort, and 

counsel... 

17. Gal.5:25—"If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit"—if we are alive because of the Spirit, 

then walk in the Spirit... 

18. And what does it mean to "walk in the Spirit"—well, it at least means we live prayerfully dependant upon 

the Spirit... 

19. [a] We must know our utter need of the Spirit, [b] we must know the intended ministry of the Spirit, [c] we 

must humbly pray for the Spirit's powerful assistance... 

20. Lesson 3—Let us love the Spirit—let us never forget that the Holy Spirit is as much a person as the Father 

and Son...  

21. Thus, we are to love the Spirit just as much as we love the Father and Son—He deserves equal love and 

adoration... 

22. Thus, let us that God for the Spirit, let us depend upon the Spirit, and let us love and adore the Holy Spirit 

of Christ...  


