
“The Task of Teaching” 

Philippians 3:1 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Chapter 3 opens with, “Finally, my brethren . . .” We might be led to believe Paul is 
bringing the letter to a close, but there is still much to come. In fact, Paul is about to 

embark on one of the most doctrinal portions of the entire Book.  

A. The word literally means, “the rest” or “the remaining.” Paul is about to speak on 

some remaining things. Perhaps a better way to translate the word is, 

“Furthermore . . .” which is similar to the NIV translation.  

B. Paul also uses the word at Verse 8 of Chapter 4 which is much more suitable to 

bringing the letter to a close. 

2. Paul returns to the subject of joy that permeates this letter.  

Philippians 3:1 NAU - "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord."  
Philippians 2:17 - "But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all."  
Philippians 2:18 NAU - "You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share 
your joy with me."  
Philippians 4:4 NAU - "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!"  

3. Here Paul adds, “in the Lord.” True joy is found in knowing Christ and being found in 
Christ, united to Christ.  

Verse 8 - "I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ"  
Verse 9 - " and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ"  
A. Reminding them of their joy in Christ was an important reminder in light of the 

false doctrine that was beginning to infiltrate the church. Judaizers were seeking 

to rob these believers of the grace of the Gospel by infusing the works of the Law. 

Paul refers to them in Verse 2 - "Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil 
workers, beware of the false circumcision"   

B. Paul is urging them to remember his prior teachings on the Law and Gospel: 

Philippians 3:1 NAU - "To write the same things again is no trouble to 
me, and it is a safeguard for you."  

 Paul is saying, “I’ve taught you about these things many times before, but I don’t 

mind teaching them again.” 

C. Paul continually taught of the danger of perverting the Gospel by infusing the 

works of Judaism – in particular, demanding circumcision as an essential element 

of coming to Christ. Paul was adamant about faith alone in Christ alone as being 

at the heart of God’s work of salvation.  
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4. This was Paul’s consistent teaching. Paul wanted the Philippians to rejoice in Christ 

alone. 

 Something we can see in these opening verses is the nature of Christian teaching. This is 

something we need to understand clearly. We live in a generation that has diminished the 

importance of sound doctrine. In many circles they even diminish the importance of 

education.  

 When I was first called to the Gospel ministry and considering my education options my 

father told me, “If you are called to preach just preach.”  

5. I title this morning’s sermon, The Task of teaching.” 

 

I. Christian teaching always has Christ at the center 

 "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord"  
A. All Christian teaching must point us to Christ. Our greatest desire is to hold Jesus 

before all men.  

1 Corinthians 2:2 NAU - "For I determined to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."  

  1. There were false teachers perverting the Gospel of Christ. 

Philippians 3:2 NAU - "Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil 
workers, beware of the false circumcision"  

2. There is a consistent characteristic of all false teaching: it draws us away 

from Christ.   

1 Timothy 6:3-4 NAU - "If anyone advocates a different doctrine 
and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,  4 he is 
conceited and understands nothing "  

  3. Paul had but one subject – Christ and Him crucified 

 B. Paul commands the Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord” 

  1. It is in the imperative  

2. We must rejoice in the glories of Christ. We must rejoice in our union 

with Christ. Sound doctrine increases our understanding of this union. It 

reminds us of the person and work of Christ. 

3. False doctrine takes our eyes off of Christ. It clouds His love. It 

diminishes His work. It leaves us without the power of the Gospel. 

 Paul wrote: 

Romans 1:16 NAU - "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek."  

  4. Sound doctrine fills us with the excellence of Christ. 
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II. Christian Doctrine is precise and unchanging 

 "To write the same things again is no trouble to me"  
 A. Paul taught them “the same things” over and over 

  1. Some see Paul referring back to his previous statements on joy.  

Philippians 2:17-18 NAU - "I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  
18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy 
with me."  

2. But Paul is speaking of “same things” in the plural and then he speaks of 

false teachers perverting the Gospel. Paul is referring to the same doctrinal 

teaching he had taught them from the beginning.  

  3. Christian teaching never fears repetition 

  4. The Christian teacher spends his whole life teaching from a single Book 

5. As far as linguistics the Bible teacher has a fixed text. Our vocabulary is 

focused on a single Book. We study the nuances of grammar from a single 

Book.   

6. We teach the same doctrines over and over. 

 We teach of the existence and attributes of God, of His decree and Divine 

providence in ruling over creation. 

 We teach of the fall of man and the resulting corruption and of God’s 

condemnation of sin. 

 We teach of God’s covenants and how they all point to Christ 

 We teach of God’s saving grace, of election, of the work of Christ our 

Mediator. Of justification and sanctification, of saving faith and 

repentance.  

7. We teach these truths over and over. I’ve taught these truths many times 

and never tire of them, and you must not either. We must hear of the 

Trinity over and over; of the two natures of Christ over and over.  

8. This is one of the reasons a pastor can be instant in teaching and 

preaching. He isn’t new to these truths.  

a. Paul says the pastor must be “able to teach.” Not a novice or new 

convert. 

 b. He is able to rightly handle the Word of God. 

2 Timothy 2:15 NAU - "Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth."  

9. This isn’t to oversimplify – the teacher must be a diligent student. He must 

study endlessly. He must understand the weightiness of his task 

James 3:1 NAU - "Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment."  

10. The teacher’s heart must be, “Let me teach these blessed truths again.”  

Your heart must be, “Tell me these blessed truths again.” 

  11. We must guard our hearts against any dissatisfaction with sound words: 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 NAU - "For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires,  4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn 
aside to myths."     
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 B. There is a tendency to want to teach something new 

1. There is a danger of becoming bored with these tried and true doctrines. 

The danger is to come up with some new doctrine—to discover something 

that others have not seen. 

2. This was the heart of the Athenian philosophers: 

Acts 17:21 NAU - "Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting 
there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or 
hearing something new."  

3. The old truths of the Word of God are unchanging. They are tried and true. 

We must continue in these things.  

Acts 2:42 NAU - "They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer."  

C. Christian teachers must patiently teach the same truths plainly and consistently 

throughout their entire ministry 

"To write the same things again is no trouble to me"  
1. Pastors become weary from many things but never from preaching and 

teaching the Word of God. Jesus asked Peter: 

John 21:16 NAU - "do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  

2. Paul tells the Philippians, “Don’t worry. I don’t mind teaching you these 

things again.  

3. Nothing brings a pastor greater joy than for his congregation to show great 

interest in the truths of Scripture. 

 He gives himself to teaching them. 

4. Philip Ryken – “Teaching the Word—this is as simple and clear a job 

description of the gospel ministry as there is. These days ministers are 

tempted to perform many other jobs. They have become salesmen, 

businessmen, musicians, entertainers, comedians, janitors . . .anything and 

everything except preachers. But a true minister is nothing more and 

nothing less than a minister of the Word. The center of any gospel 

ministry must be the exposition of Holy Scripture.” 1 

5. This doesn’t mean that all pastors labor full-time in their pastoral work.  

It is a blessing that some are willing to work bi-vocationally so that a 

church can have a plurality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Ryken, Philip Graham. Reformed Expository Commentary, Galatians (Phillipsburg, 

Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co.) Page 253.  
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III. Christian teachers must maintain a motivation of building up the body of Christ 

"it is a safeguard for you"  
 A. Careful teaching protects God’s people 

  1. The word for “safeguard” refers to something secure, certain, definite 

2. The Word of God protects the church. It builds us up and equips us. It 

grows us in the knowledge of Christ.  

Acts 20:29-32 NAU - "I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them.  31 "Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not 
cease to admonish each one with tears.  32 "And now I commend 
you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified."  
1 Peter 2:1-3 NAU - "Therefore, putting aside all malice and all 
deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn 
babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may 
grow in respect to salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the 
Lord."  

 B. False teachers were infiltrating the Church of Philippi 

  1. In Verse 2 Paul refers to them as dogs, evil workers.  

  2. God has given pastor/teachers as the cure for false doctrine 

Ephesians 4:11-14 NAU - "He gave some as apostles, and some 
as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to 
the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ.  14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here 
and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming"  

3. Paul says in Verse 2 – “beware” – the word means “watch out.” He uses it 

three times.  

   Then he begins a discourse of teaching to counter their false doctrine. 

Conclusion: 
1. This is the work of teachers. It’s the heart of the Gospel ministry. They feed the flock of 

God. They do it patiently and consistently. They maintain the old truths of Scripture. 

They resist the temptation to bring some new teaching and the resist demands from others 

to bring some new thing.  

2. They maintain a motive to feed our Lord’s flock. His charge hasn’t changed, “Feed My 

Lambs.” 

3. With sound teaching there is a great need for sound hearing. 

"To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for 
you."  

 There is always a danger for preaching to simply be something we listen to. We enjoy 

being stirred by the doctrines we embrace but it doesn’t stir us to action. 

4. May God grant us to hunger for His Word, to embrace it and be transformed by it.  


