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Amen. Thank you so much, ladies, for that beautiful special message and song.

Take your Bible, please, with me this morning. Turn to the Old Testament book of 
Numbers 21. This morning we’re going to read a passage here and then we will read a 
counterpart passage to that that is found in the New Testament. Before I read the 
Scripture, I want to make an emphasis here that is very important to understand this 
morning that the Bible, both the Old and the New Testaments, the Bible is a supernatural 
book that you hold in your hand. The Old and the New Testaments, both of them, 
breathed out by inspiration of God and that means this: that though they were given at 
different time periods and the Bible tells us that God “at sundry times and in diverse 
manner spake unto the fathers by the prophets; in different times and in different ways, 
God gave his Word. Though that is certainly the case, the Bible is not contradictory but 
the Bible is a cohesive message and a cohesive whole. It indicates to me that then the 
plan of salvation, God’s way of saving sinful men in the Old Testament and God’s way 
of saving sinful men in the New Testament is the same and that is by faith. By the way, if 
you were to read the book of Romans you would find that that is the whole burden of the 
book of Romans.

The Bible, then, being a supernatural book and the fulfillment of the Scripture being the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ who, by the way, one of his names in Scripture, he is 
called the Word of God, that being the case, understand that when we read the Old 
Testament, we can often find Christ in the pages of the Old Testament and on many 
occasions turn to the pages of the New to see the exact fulfillment and such is the case in 
Numbers 21. We’ll read beginning at verse 1.

“And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came 
by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners.” 
Pause there for a moment. It’s never a good idea to fight against Israel. Never a good 
idea. I know that some of you probably heard of the large number of representatives that 
was won in Palestine by the Hamas party. The Hamas party is a party of violence. They 
are a party that hates Israel. They are the party that has sponsored this violence. 
Understand something, please: the Palestinian people want nothing but bloodshed. 
Understand that. And hear me, hear me well: never, ever, ever raise your hand against 
Israel or against the Jew. Understand that. Anti-Semitism is anti-Bible. The Jew is God’s 
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chosen people. You bless the Jew, you pray for the peace of Jerusalem and never raise 
your hand against the Jew. This was unwise, old King Arad here of the Canaanites, lifted 
up his hand against Israel.

Verse 2, “And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver 
this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.” So, Israel said, “Ok, 
we’re at a state of warfare and if you’ll deliver these folks to us then we’ll take care of 
them. We’ll clear them out.” 

Verse 3, “And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the 
place Hormah.” The word means “utter destruction” in the Hebrew. 

Verse 4, “And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the 
land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.” 
Now, hear me: it had gotten tough. Watch this: sometimes in the will of God you’ll face 
hard times. Hard times are not indicative of the concept that you’re outside of God’s will, 
you may face them in God’s will. The people became discouraged because the way got 
tough and when they became discouraged, they did something that is fatal. 

Now, pause with me; this is not the message this morning but this is a good little piece of 
advice: when your heart becomes a bit discouraged, one of the first responses to 
discouragement is to speak that from your mouth, to talk to someone else about it. Please 
listen to me: don’t do that. In fact, some people when they become discouraged, one of 
the things that they respond the quickest, the begin to criticize. We’re going to see where 
Israel did this in just a moment. They will begin to criticize and maybe they’ll blame their 
hardship or their difficulty on someone else or they’ll say, “Well, if it hadn’t been for so-
and-so I wouldn’t be in this mess.” Now, hear me please: if you get discouraged and then 
you talk about it, the more you talk about it, the more discouraged you’ll get and if you 
want to cement yourself into a negative spirit and into discouragement, then if you talk 
about discouragement, it will become a part of you, it will become part and parcel with 
you and as you speak those words, you’re reinforcing discouragement. So, you say, 
“Well, Preacher, what if times get really tough?” Tough it out. Keep your mouth buttoned 
and don’t discourage somebody else. Boy, this isn’t what happened in Israel.

Verse 5, “And the people spake against God, and against Moses.” Huge problem there. 
Moses was God’s appointed leader. They were mad at God; they were mad at Moses. 
And here’s what they said, they said, “Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread.” “God, we don’t like the provision you’ve made. It’s not, God, 
that you didn’t make provision, it’s that we don’t like it.” Now folks, let’s be honest here: 
God’s made provision and sometimes we’re not satisfied with the provision God’s made. 
If God has made provision, thank God for it and don’t you dare complain. 

The Bible says the children of Israel said, “our soul loatheth this light bread.” Every time 
I read that I think about Wonder Bread. I’m kind of glad Wonder Bread is going under. 
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Not the demise of the company per se but that bread has hurt America. It has made kids 
look so pasty. Kids who eat Wonder Bread look like Wonder Bread and it’s not a healthy 
thing. That bread is too white and it’s too light. It’s a mess. Buy some real bread. Now, 
let’s move on. 

Verse 6, “And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; 
and much people of Israel died.” Notice this please: the Lord sent them. Why? Because 
of their sin. Now please follow me: this, what became a universal sin of complaint 
against God and against Moses, the Bible says the Lord sent these serpents and they bit 
the people. Serpents are a picture and a type of sin. What an appropriate judgment fell 
upon these people who were complaining and complaint is a sin. What an appropriate 
judgment fell upon them because these serpents came in among them and they bit the 
people and they died. So, people were actually dying from the venomous bite of these 
serpents. 

May I say this? Sin has a venomous bite and the venomous bite of sin will always result 
in death and those of us who do not take the antidote for sin, and we’re going to be 
talking about that in a moment, those of us who do not take the antidote for sin, those of 
us who believe that we can get by or that we’re okay or that somehow the disease of sin 
is not going to bring us down, we will find ourselves eventually in a state of death. The 
Bible says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The wages of sin is death.”

Verse 7, “Therefore the people came to Moses,” by the way, it’s the guy that they’d been 
criticizing. They “came to Moses and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 
serpent,” in other words, the likeness of one, “and set it upon a pole,” that is, take a stick, 
a long rod of some sort, fashion a fiery serpent, set it upon a pole, “and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.”

Now, pause with me, please look this way: God did not stop the serpent from biting, 
follow me please, but he provided an answer, a cure, an antidote. You say, “Preacher, 
that’s an interesting concept. You mean Moses took a stick or a rod of some sort and then 
he fashioned a serpent, a likeness of the serpent and put it upon the pole and he held it up 
before the people and he told them that if you look, you’ll be okay?” Absolutely. 
Everyone that was bitten, if he would but look to that serpent on the pole, the Bible says 
he’d be okay. That was the message that Moses had. 

Verse 9, “And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” 
Exactly as God had said. God did not stop the serpents from biting but he provided an 
antidote. 

Please take your Bible with me and turn to John 3. You’re very familiar with this passage 
this morning. Bearing in mind, now, the picture in your mind of the serpent upon the 
pole. Picture in your mind, if you will, a multitude of Israelites who had been bitten, 
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languishing in sickness. Picture, if you will, Moses receiving these instructions directly 
from God and fashioning the serpent, placing it upon the pole and then giving instruction 
to the people that if you’ve been bitten, all you need do is turn and glance and look upon 
the serpent and you’ll be made whole. 

If you would, John 3, beginning at verse 14. Of course, these are Jesus’ words to 
Nicodemus. Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness.” You say, 
“Pastor, what serpent?” The serpent of Numbers 21, verses 1-9. The serpent, the brazen 
serpent that was put on a pole. Verse 14, John 3, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

Now, pause with me for a moment: in Numbers 21, those who had been bitten by the 
serpent, which is representative of sin, were given a message by Moses and Moses, 
having fashioned the serpent and placing it upon the pole, said, “Hey, if you’ve been 
bitten by the serpent, all you need to do is look on the pole and you’ll be made 
completely whole.”  Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Please turn this way: it was not the looking that healed the people 
so much as the believing which caused them to look. Follow me carefully: Moses 
fashioned in the wilderness a pole and a serpent and he placed that serpent upon the pole. 
By the way, the pole is kind of a picture of the cross that Jesus was hung upon because 
the Son of Man was lifted up on the cross. And this serpent was fashioned, this brazen 
serpent representative of sin. 

You say, “Now, wait a minute, Preacher. If the pole represents the cross then why would 
the serpent kind of represent Jesus and represent sin?” Here is why: because the Bible 
says in the crucifixion that Jesus Christ, “he who knew no sin was made to be sin for us 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” I want you to think for a 
moment: when Jesus was lifted up on Calvary’s cross, the Bible says that he bore the sins 
of all mankind, that all the filth and ruin, the lying, the adultery, the theft, the murder, 
every sin mankind has ever committed, was laid on Jesus Christ and he, the spotless 
Lamb of God, became sin for us. What a graphic picture is this then of the serpent who is 
lifted up in the wilderness. My Savior, Jesus Christ, had the sins of all the world poured 
on his holy shoulders. He bore them for me.

Verse 15 of John 3, “That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” Then, the most familiar verse in the Bible, “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” In the Old Testament, the message given by Moses, the look of belief, 
was that which would save from the bite of the serpent. In the New Testament, simple 
belief in Jesus Christ who was lifted up on Calvary’s cross, is that which can save from 
the bite of the serpent of sin. And those of us who are familiar with the Gospel message, 
we say, “Pastor, that is so simple and we understand.” And many in this room, scores, 
I’m sure the great majority in this room this morning, there has been a time in your life 
when you understood that you personally had been bitten by the serpent of sin, that you 
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personally were in a state that was not pleasing to God and that while you were alive in 
the flesh, you were dead spiritually and you understood the need that you had and there 
came a point in time when you trusted Christ as your Savior. And when you got saved, by 
the way, it wasn’t because you were a good person. Goodness has nothing to do with it. 
In fact, the Bible teaches “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There 
is none righteous, no not one.” It is not because you’re good, but it’s because you believe 
the message and in believing the message of Jesus Christ who is lifted up on Calvary’s 
cross, you were saved and born again. 

Wow, do you remember the relief it was? I do. I was an eighth grade young man. I knew 
I was a sinner. There was all kinds of things. You say, “Preacher, I don’t want to go into 
all that. Well, you were only in the eighth grade. It wasn’t that bad.” I was a sinner before 
God and I knew it. I’d never want to enumerate those things publicly because Momma 
might get the tape and listen to it. I don’t want her to have to spank me later on. So, I 
never tell about it. But before God, I knew that I was a sinner and I’ll never forget the 
morning that I got down on my knees in my bedroom and I had heard the Gospel now for 
months and months and months. I kind of went back and forth. In my mind I thought, 
“Well, just believe. Just believe. Just believe.” That’s too easy. Then I thought for a 
while, “Well, you know, I kind of believe. I believe in God.” By the way, do you know 
that belief in God is not enough to save you? The Bible says that the devil himself 
believes in God. It’s not enough to save you. Personal faith in Jesus Christ as your sin-
bearer and substitute, that is the only way you can go to heaven. And I remember as an 
eighth grade young man, kneeling in my bedroom and saying, “Lord Jesus, I know I’m a 
sinner. Please come into my heart and save me.” And that moment, I sensed as if the 
burden of sin had rolled off of my shoulders. I trusted Christ completely and I got up 
from my knees 100% relieved knowing that I was saved and my initial impulse after 
getting saved, I said, “Wouldn’t it be great if everybody would just get saved.” I said, 
“This is great. My sins are forgiven. I’m no longer condemned by God. Wouldn’t it be 
great.” 

I bring you back to the scene, now, of Moses in the wilderness. The people are dying by 
the score. They are languishing. The Bible does not tell us how they must have suffered 
but we understand from medical science that the snake bite is that venom which attacks 
the central nervous system and in so attacking the central nervous system, snake venom 
as it courses its way through the body can in many instances bring incredible pain. It can 
cause shortness of breath and those who have been bitten by a serpent that is venomous 
and those who have died of that venom will experience a horrible and painful death. And 
I imagine that Moses had seen scores of people on his left and on his right. They are 
languishing; they are sick; they are crying out to God. All of it, by the way, because of 
their sin. They are crying out to God and God says, “Moses, here’s the answer. Make a 
fiery serpent of brass, place it upon a pole, put it into the middle of the people and tell the 
people to look.” 

So Moses says everything God says to do and he presents it in the middle of the camp 
and he says, “Hey, everybody! If you’re sick, all you need to do is look.” And the Bible 
says that many of them did but not all of them did. Believing Moses’ message and 
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looking was a simple, simple thing but yet there were those who continued to languish in 
their misery. Why is it that we can preach the Gospel and people continue to reject Jesus 
Christ? Have you ever asked yourself about this? When I got saved, the Gospel did 
nothing to hurt me. It did everything to help me. Why would it be that a man or a woman 
who is sick with sin, who knows that they displease God in their life, who knows that 
they’ve fallen very far short of God’s mark, and they know they have no relationship with 
God, why would they resist simply believing in Christ by faith? 

In the Old Testament picture, why would they resist turning to look at Moses’ word, at 
the serpent that he had wrought? I’m going to give you some reasons this morning why I 
think that some people refuse to believe. 1. I think some people are hindered by pride. 
They are hindered by pride. This is a tremendous problem. I’m speaking this morning, 
then, of the crowd that does not see their need for Christ. They don’t understand it. In 
fact, attending a church and especially a church where the Bible is preached, “Oooo, we 
don’t need church. After all, everything is on Sunday. We’re too busy on Sunday to go to 
the house of God. We just don’t need that.” 

By the way, it was Jesse Ventura – how many of you remember Jesse Ventura? Do you 
remember him?  Can you believe that he got elected the governor of the state of 
Minnesota? I sure can’t and I’m from Minnesota. I understand those people. They’re 
nuts. I can say that. Jesse Ventura said this, “Religion is for weak-minded people.” That’s 
what he said. He made that statement. May I say something? That is the heart of pride 
and that is a pride that says, “I don’t need God.” In other words, I’m self-sufficient. I can 
take care of myself.” 

I don’t know but it may have been that there were some of those who were – certainly 
someone was trying to nurse and help bring someone back to health, but there may have 
been those who were so bitter against Moses. Now, remember, they complained against 
God and against Moses. There may have been those who were so bitter against Moses 
that even as they languished and Moses said, “Hey, here’s the answer!” They shook their 
heads and said, “Ah, we don’t want anything Moses has to say. We’ll take care of 
ourselves.” And there’s a whole world out there like this. And not just the secular 
humanist dyed-in-the-wool who shakes his fist in the face of Almighty God and says, 
“We’ll have nothing to do with you,” but there are people every day who ignore their 
need for God because they are self-sufficient. They’ve made it in this world. They have 
their health. They have their wealth. They have their nice car and their good home. They 
have their family. And they are hindered by pride in turning to Christ. The thing they fail 
to recognize is this: that there is coursing through their veins, even in their self-
sufficiency, there is the venom of sin that will one day lead to their ultimate destruction. 

Some are hindered by pride. Some don’t see their need for Christ. Some don’t want to 
admit that they have a problem. That’s the kind of world we’re living in today. People 
don’t like to admit they’re wrong. By the way, I want to encourage you to come back 
tonight for the evening service. You say, “Preacher, I’m curious. What’s Faith Baptist 
Church all about?” Come back tonight. I’m going to preach a message tonight called “Let 
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the Church Be the Church.” See, you’ll either be shouting happy or shouting mad when 
you leave tonight. Okay, you come back tonight. You don’t want to miss that.

Some people say, “Well, Pastor, if you preach that men and women are sinners, you’ll 
drive people away.” Hear me and hear me well: that is the message we need to hear. It is 
the message. Why? Because I can’t get the cure until I understand how sick I am. There 
are people I’m talking to in this audience right now that you’ve had a malignancy, a 
cancer in your body and that cancer was in your body before you ever knew it was there. 
It may have been there for days or weeks or months and that cancer was growing within 
your body and you never felt any of the effects until it came to a particular point and time 
when a symptom of some sort arose, when you felt a little different or something 
happened in your body makeup, you didn’t understand there was a change, it concerned 
you and you went to the doctor and the doctor said, “Hey, you’ve probably had this tumor 
for months, maybe even over a year.” But all that time you didn’t know. Wouldn’t it have 
been great if that doctor had known beforehand? Wouldn’t it have been great to have had 
a warning? Coursing in the veins of everyone who is without Christ is the venom of the 
serpent of sin and we must warn of that. There are some who don’t want to admit they 
have a problem. Everybody has a problem “for all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” These are they who are hindered by pride.

2. There are some who are blinded by their religion. Moses, remember, was not just 
walking among a heathen people. Moses was walking among a people who felt 
particularly blessed by God. They were a people whom God had delivered from Egyptian 
bondage. They were a people whose history and whose background and whose culture 
was steeped in the concept that they, as the Jewish people, were a special race of people 
before God, that they were God’s peculiar favorite and that somehow they had an edge 
over everybody else. They believed very firmly that their religion was good enough. And 
now here comes Moses and he’s asking them to do something remarkable. These Jews, 
steeped in the concept of their being special in the eyes of God, and indeed  they are, but 
these Jews languishing. Moses says, “Hey, it’s not just your birth. Your birth can’t save 
you. Your belief system can’t save you.” Moses said, “Look to this pole. Look to this 
serpent.” A picture of Jesus Christ confirmed in John 3. “Look to the pole. Believe the 
message. Look to the serpent. You’ll be saved!” And there may have been a response 
among some, “We don’t need that. Thank you Moses. We have our own religion.”

How many times have I handed out a Gospel tract or said a word of witness to somebody 
and this happened just a couple of weeks ago, I was talking to a lady at a cashier register 
somewhere. I pulled out a Gospel tract out of my pocket and I said, “Ma’am, I’d love to 
have you read this.” I said, “Just take it and read it and you’re invited to the church.” I 
turned over the tract and I said, “Here’s a picture of me. I’m the Pastor. I’d love to have 
you come to Faith Baptist Church.” And we had been having kind of a friendly 
conversation up to that point. It was just like ice came over that woman. She got very 
serious and she pushed this. This very rarely happens in Indiana, but she kind of gently 
pushed the tract back towards me as I offered it to her. She looked at me and she said, 
“I’ll have you know that I am a Catholic.” So what? I was a Catholic at one time. So 
what? It doesn’t matter what church you’re a member of. Have you looked to Jesus Christ 
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for salvation? And if your confidence is in the fact that you’re a Catholic, your 
confidence is sorely misplaced. If your confidence is in the fact that you’re a Methodist 
or as one lady years ago said to me when I knocked on her door, “Hey, would you like to 
come to our church? We’d like you to.” She said, “I go to church somewhere.” I said, 
“Well, do you know for certain if you died today you’d go to heaven?” She said, “Of 
course I’m going to heaven. My Daddy’s been a Baptist deacon for 40 years.” She 
thought she was going to ride her Daddy’s coattails to heaven. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, please hear me: it is not your religion. Do not have confidence in 
being Catholic or confidence in being a Methodist. Listen, do not have confidence in 
being a fundamental Baptist. Some of you say, “Pastor, I know God loves me because 
I’m at Faith Baptist Church and in Faith Baptist I’m sitting on the pews. Faith Baptist is 
the independent, fundamental, soul-winning, separated, Bible preaching church! The 
most conservative. God must love me because I’m seated in these pews.” Listen, God 
loves you but you’d better not place your confidence on the idea that you’re seated in 
these church pews because being a Baptist can’t get you to heaven. I’ll be honest with 
you: if you’re going to go to heaven, you might as well go first class and that would be 
being a Baptist. The truth is, your Baptist name tag will either fall off when you get to 
heaven or burn off when you go to hell. 

I hope you heard what I said: it’s not your religion that gets you to heaven. Have you 
looked to Jesus Christ? I think there were some in that crowd who wouldn’t look at that 
pole simply because they said, “We’re okay. We have our own religion. Thank you very 
much.”

3. What’s another reason people won’t look to Christ in faith? I think this: some people 
are afraid of change. I’ve met people like that before, haven’t you? They’re afraid of 
change. Now, here, these folks were dying but remember they’re in different stages of 
dying. If you’ll study the results of a venomous snake bite sometime and look at this, a 
venomous snake bite can either take an instantaneous response where all of a sudden 
things start to happen in the body or the central nervous system can be attacked, 
depending on the venom, it can be attacked over a period of time and slowly or more 
slowly than the rapid variety, slowly a person begins to fall under the sickness that comes 
from a snake bite. 

And there are some people that might not even be aware of their need. We spoke of that 
but do you know that there are some people that gradually get used to being sick and they 
don’t even know what it is to be healthy. I wonder if there wasn’t that crowd in Moses’ 
day. You say, “Preacher, what are you saying?” There are people that are afraid of 
changing. I’ve talked to folks before and I’ve said, “Listen, you’re a sinner. You need to 
receive Jesus Christ as your Savior.” And immediately they say, “Oh no, Preacher. If I 
get saved that means I’m going to have to change.” Well, hear me about something: 1. 
you don’t change anything in order to be saved. There is nothing you can change to make 
yourself acceptable before God. God does the changing. If you’re worried about, “Pastor, 
that means that if I get saved God will step into my life and things will be rearranged.” 
Oh, yeah, they will be, but may I make a statement folks? When God steps into your life 
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and starts fixing things, it is always for the better. “Well, Pastor, I wouldn’t want to give 
up my raunchy living.” Your raunchy living will carry you straight to hell if you’re not 
willing to turn to Jesus Christ for salvation. “Well, Pastor, I couldn’t give it up.” Listen, 
it’s not you doing it. It’s God who saves and God who changes.

There are some people who are afraid of change. There are some folks, I believe, who are 
so used to sickness that they don’t know enough to miss good health. There are some 
people, frankly and hear me on this, who prefer to be victims rather than change. Now, 
pause with me for a moment: this world is filled with people like that. Can I tell you 
something about salvation? The Bible says in Christ I am given all things to live a godly 
life. That there is all sufficiency in the Scripture, the Word of God, and that my Savior is 
all-sufficient. Now, hear me: when I get saved and God makes me whole, listen to me, it 
strips me of every excuse I ever had. That means every excuse for failure I had is gone. 
Why? I’m a new creature in Christ. That means every excuse for not living right is gone. 
Why? Because I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. It means when I 
come to Christ and he begins to change my life and the transformation begins to take 
place, those changes come, I can no longer be a victim because I’ve been made victorious 
in Christ Jesus. I’m a born-again, blood-bought believer saved by the Lamb of God and 
transformed by the power of Jesus Christ.

Do you know what it does? It takes away every excuse I ever had. And there are an awful 
lot of people, watch me, who would rather lay around having been bitten by the serpent 
of sin and whine about it. In fact, their whole life has been made up of whining about it. 
And since they’ve become professional whiners and victims, to trust Jesus Christ, “Oh, if 
I trust Christ then God’s going to expect something out of me.” God’s going to do a work 
in you. But change will come. It’s inevitable.

The Bible says “if any man be in Christ he is a new creature. Old things are passed away, 
all things are become new.” And there’s a whole crowd of people in this world who 
would rather lay around, “Woe is me!” Listen, have you ever met somebody, I know I 
have, and you’re convinced they like to be sick? I sure have. Have you ever met 
somebody, now I love to hear about your aches and pains, don’t misunderstand me, but 
don’t tell me about the gross ones. If you have a headache, talk to me about that, but 
nothing gross. I hear it all as a preacher. You would not believe the things I know about 
people and their bodily functions. I don’t even believe it. I know some people honestly 
who just love to be sick so they can talk about it. They’re afraid to go from the sickness 
to the health. Why? Because they’d have nothing left to say, for one thing. When you get 
saved, a change comes and there are some people that are afraid of the change. It’s not 
you making the change, it’s the Lord Jesus making the change. Some are afraid of 
change.

Let me say this quickly: 4. why did some not look at that brazen serpent that Moses 
made? I think because some were just ignorant of the danger. They had seen people die 
and they had been bitten and you put two and two together, watch this folks, somebody 
over here has been bitten, they died. “Oh, I’ve been bitten. Joe, he got bit and he died. 
Turned blue. Somebody bury him. I’ve been bitten. I can’t get that stuff out. Tastes bad. 
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Yuck. I’ve been bitten. Now, wait a minute, wait, whoa, Joe died, he got bit and he died. I 
got bit and ahhh, I ain’t gonna die. I’m young. I’m strong. Joe was always kind of a 
wimp, kind of a girly man. He died. Yeah, I got bit but it’ll be okay. I’m tough. I’ll just 
put a tourniquet around my neck. I’ll be okay.” You say, “Preacher, that’s ridiculous.” It 
is ridiculous. Do you know why? It’s illogical. Joe got bit, Joe died. I got bit, guess 
what’s going to happen to me? 

Now watch: everyone in this world has been bit by the serpent of sin and do we not see 
it? People die every single day, don’t they? You turn to the obituary column of the 
Indianapolis Star and you’ll see rows upon rows of people who passed out of this world. 
There are people you know. People have passed away. People are traveling away from 
our church today as a result of funerals that are being held in distant cities. Why? 
Because people die. Hear me please: every person in this room, you know that people die 
and yet you like to put it out of your mind and in a sense be ignorant of the danger. Hear 
me on this folks: sin brings death. “The wages of sin is death.” When Adam and Eve 
sinned in the Garden, God said this, “In the day that ye eat of the fruit, thou shalt surely 
die.” They died spiritually. In that spiritual death, physical death came to reign upon all 
men for everyone will die. The Bible says, “It is appointed unto men once to die but after 
this the judgment.” Every person in this room will one day die. You’ve been bitten by sin 
and a result of sin is physical death and yet we don’t like to think about the danger. 

Hear me please this morning: the Bible tells us there are two groups of people in this 
room at Faith Baptist Church of Avon right now, the Bible says, “He that hath the Son 
hath life.” There are people in this room right now, you have the Son of God. You can 
remember a time in your life when you trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. He 
came into your heart and life, changed your life. You remember that. You have life. 
Some have the Son of God. “He that hath the Son hath life,” but then the Bible says this, 
“he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” There are some people probably in this 
room this morning that don’t have life. They don’t have the Son of God and to be honest 
with you, you know that one day your heart is going to stop beating in your chest. 

You say, “Preacher, you’re making me uncomfortable.” Please let me talk reality to you. 
This is not a church where you’re going to hear sweet nothings and be ushered out the 
door at the end of the service. I’m going to tell the truth. If you come to this church, 
you’re going to hear the truth. That heart that beats in your chest, barring the soon return 
of our Savior, that heart that beats in your chest will one day stop. They will one day lay 
you out in preparation on a marble slab somewhere in a mortuary and pretty you up and 
make you look as nice as they possibly can. They’ll lay you in a box somewhere. People 
will walk by and weep and talk about how natural you look, 24 hours later, they’ll be 
pouring dirt on that box and you’ll be gone. The question is: will you be in heaven or 
hell? The question is: have you looked to the Lamb of God? 

Jesus said, “If I be lifted up,” and he was lifted up on Calvary’s cross. Jesus said, “If I be 
lifted up I will draw all men unto me.” Now, hear me please: that means this morning if 
you’re here and you’ve never trusted Christ as your Savior or you question it in your 
heart, right now the Holy Spirit is drawing you and he’s dealing with you to turn and trust 
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Christ. Salvation is as simple as believing on the Savior. Respond to him. You say, 
“Preacher, why would some not do it?” They just don’t realize how dangerous it is.

One thought and we’ll close. A while back I was watching a replay of the tape of people 
who were in the World Trade Center when it was attacked. I think every once in a while 
it’s good to watch that tape and just kind of get that feeling back again. And this was a 
close-up and I don’t know that I had even seen this during the events when they took 
place years ago, but it was a close-up showing people who many, many stories high, 
decided to jump to their deaths. And I wondered why. I’m very afraid of heights. I’m just 
very afraid of heights. Some of you are and I just don’t think I could bring myself to even 
go near an open window like that in a building that high, let alone to jump but some made 
this statement, they said, “Preacher, the reason they were willing to jump was because the 
heat of the fire behind them was so intense and the burning and the smell of flesh was so 
intense that they would rather risk certain death,” and it was certain death, “in leaping 
than to burn.” 

It was said that to burn is one of the most miserable ways a person can possibly enter 
eternity. Jesus spoke of a place where “the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched,” 
and all those who don’t receive him as Savior will be confined there for all eternity. You 
say, “Preacher, what are you talking about?” I’m talking about hell. And it is real. And 
your life today is an opportunity to turn to Christ. If you’re here without him, I’d urge 
you to be saved this morning.

Let’s pray. Please every head bowed, every eye closed.

Father, thank you for your Word, for the picture of redemption in the Old Testament. 
God, all those folks had to do was turn, believe the message Moses spoke and turn and 
glance upon that serpent that is a picture of our Savior who bore our sins when he died 
on the cross, our Savior who was made to be sin for us. Lord, all they had to do was turn,  
believe the message and turn and glance and they could be healed. Father, how simple is  
that? God, it pictures the Gospel, how all a man or woman, boy or girl need do is turn in 
simple saving faith to Christ. They can be made whole; they can be healed. Father, I 
pray that you help some this morning perhaps who have never received Christ, to turn to 
him today. We’ve tried, Lord, to make the message as plain and as clear as we can. 
Father, I pray that if any be here and they’re not sure of their salvation, that today they 
turn in saving faith, looking upon Jesus high and lifted up and receive him as their 
Savior. Blessed I pray in invitation. 
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