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Hebrews 4:14–5:4 
 

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not a high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need.  
 
5. 1For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 who can 
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he 
himself also is compassed with infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for 
the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 4 And no man taketh this honour 
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron (KJV). 

 
JESUS IS THE GREATEST HIGH PRIEST 
 
Hebrews 4:14 
 

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession (KJV). 

 
Paul continues with another conclusion of his defense of the gospel and the authority of Jesus 
by proclaiming Him to be the great high priest. He first mentions Jesus as the high priest in 
chapter 3:1-6. He moved to a series of warnings and emphatic urgings to his Hebrew audience.  
 
This is the only book in the entire New Testament that refers to Jesus as the “High Priest.” 
Jesus did not have descent in bodily form through the priestly line of the tribe of Levi where 
the priests came from. This would naturally cause his Jewish audience confusion and render 
this exhortation difficult for Paul’s audience to accept and understand. While the office of the 
high priest originally was a godly appointment in the first century it had degenerated into a 
political office and had little to do with God’s intention for it. In the Old Testament there are 
only two places where the Messiah is referred to as a priest. They occur in Psalm 110 and 
Zechariah chapters three and four. These two instances have characteristics indicating both 
royalty and priestly facets. It is important to consider the general character of the High Priest 
as the Jewish audience would know this position.  
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Exodus 28:1–3 
 

And bring thou near unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 
among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office, 
even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 2And thou shalt 
make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for beauty. 3And thou 
shalt speak unto all that are wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments to sanctify him, that he may minister 
unto me in the priest’s office (ASV, 1901). 

 
Aaron Moses’ brother was chosen by God to be the first High Priest of Israel. It is also at this 
time that God established the office of the priest. They were to be the Kohanim. The Kohanim 
were of the tribe of Levi but additionally direct descendents of Aaron. Not all Levites were 
priests only a smaller contingent of them. The Levites were assigned other duties in the care, 
movement and management of the Tabernacle and later the Temple. The Kohanim were given 
strict duties at age 20 and retired at age 60. They could assume the office of priest at age 30. 
Because of their closeness to God they were to be without physical blemish (Leviticus 21:18-
20). The High Priest was called the Kohen Gadol. Once a year the high priest would enter the 
Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle and later the Temple on Yom Kippur (the day of atonement) 
to make atonement for the people of the nation Israel before God. One of the aspects of the 
dress of the high priest was the ephod which in Hebrew means to “bind on.” 
 
Exodus 28:4–13 
 

4And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an ephod, 
and a robe, and a coat of checker work, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make 
holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me 
in the priest’s office. 5And they shall take the gold, and the blue, and the purple, 
and the scarlet, and the fine linen 6And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, 
and purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, the work of the skilful workman. 7It shall 
have two shoulder-pieces joined to the two ends thereof, that it may be joined 
together. 8And the skilfully woven band, which is upon it, wherewith to gird it on, 
shall be like the work thereof and of the same piece; of gold, of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen. 9And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave 
on them the names of the children of Israel: 10six of their names on the one stone, 
and the names of the six that remain on the other stone, according to their birth. 
11With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou 
engrave the two stones, according to the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt 
make them to be inclosed in settings of gold. 12And thou shalt put the two stones 
upon the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, to be stones of memorial for the children 
of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before Jehovah upon his two shoulders 
for a memorial. 13And thou shalt make settings of gold, 14and two chains of pure 
gold; like cords shalt thou make them, of wreathen work: and thou shalt put the 
wreathen chains on the settings (ASV, 1901). 
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The High Priest who was to make atonement for the Children of Israel once a year would carry 
the burden of the nation on his shoulders. During the Messianic Kingdom Christ will bear the 
entire world’s government on His shoulders (Isaiah 9:6).  He bears our burdens now. (Matthew 
11:28). The breastplate was to be near the priest’s heart so that the children of Israel that is, 
God’s chosen were near to his heart when he came to make atonement for them.  

                                           

 
 
                  The High Priest’s Ephod and robes from www.thetabernacleman.com 
 
 
About 300 years later the ephod would become the official symbol of the priesthood. Whoever 
had the ephod had the priesthood. (1 Samuel 18:28; 14:3; 22:8; 23:6; 30:7-8) This is a change 
from the scriptural command to keep it in the descendents of Aaron.  
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           The Pattern of the Cloth of the Ephod Source: www.biblehistory.com/tabernacle/TAB4The_Priestly 

       _Garments.htm 
 
However, before the Second Temple period had expired (516 B.C.- A.D. 70), the High Priests 
were no longer selected from the seed line of Aaron, the first High Priest and Moses’ brother. 
Rather they were selected in a political manner and were beholding to their appointers and not 
to God Himself. Phannias ben Samuel (Pinhas ben Shmuel) was the last Jewish High Priest. 
He did not originate from a priestly family but was the leader of revolutionary forces. He died 
during the destruction of Herod's Temple in A.D. 70 (Josephus, the Jewish War book IV). 
Herod the Great nominated no less than six high priests; Archelaus two. The Roman legate 
Quirinius and his successors exercised the right of appointment, as did Agrippa Herod of 
Chalices, Agrippa II, and I. Even the people occasionally elected candidates to the office. The 
High Priests office had descended in a debauched mockery by the time Jesus arrived in 
Jerusalem. It is therefore easy to see how they did not recognize Him as The Messiah. Some 
of the appointed high priests were not even believers. They were chosen by political means 
and not as a descendent of Aaron to be a Kohanim. They were not following God’s Word in 
the process of choosing the priests and High Priests. Whenever we stray from God’s Word we 
will be out of His will and can expect His justice.  
 
The apostle Paul describes Jesus that is passed into the heavens. The heavens are the place 
wherein is God’s glorious residence. This is where the great King has His throne and the 
millions of the heavenly hosts minister to Him whose Name is Holy (Isaiah 57:15). Jesus did 
not pass through the third heaven but into the heavens. Jesus was taken up in glory (I Timothy 
3:16) and now sits at the right hand of God the Almighty where He must remain in heaven 
until the time comes for God to restore everything as He promised long ago through His holy 
prophets (Acts 3:21). Jesus was taken into Heaven up out of the sight of the apostles (Acts 1:9). 
In the same way the high priest would go out of the sight of the Jews into the Holy of Holies 
on Yom Kippor to make atonement for himself, his household the people of Israel (Leviticus 
16:17).  Then the high priest had to enter into the Holy of Holies by passing through the second 
curtain of the Tabernacle. Once in the Holy of Holies, the curtain closed behind him so no one 
could see him. Finally, the place the high priest entered had special pledges in the presence of 
God’s covenant. “The LORD said to Moses: ‘Tell your brother Aaron not to come whenever he 
chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, 
or else he will die, because I appear in the cloud over the atonement cover’”(Leviticus 16:2).  
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Paul says that Christ had a holy place to pass into. He entered into the holy place not made 
with hands, even “heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence” (Hebrews 9:24). 
Second, Christ passed through the atmospheric heavens, which the apostle compares with the 
second curtain in the temple, because they are a veil between us and the holy sanctuary he 
entered into. As he was being martyred Stephen saw into the heavenly place, where Jesus is in 
glory on the right hand of God, these heavens were opened (Acts 7:55–56). The curtains were 
drawn apart so that he might see the glory behind them. The heavens took him and hid him 
from everyone’s sight (Acts 1:9–10). Jesus passed through the curtain of the atmospheric 
heavens into the glorious presence of God the Father in the other dimensions also called the 
third heaven to reside there as our intercessor while we are awaiting His return when He 
concludes the Campaign of Armageddon and usher in the Messianic Kingdom. 
 
This person who is referred to here as the high priest is Jesus the Son of God. The emphasis 
here is now His deity which has far more power than the earthly high priest. Our confession is 
already mentioned in Hebrews 3:1 which he now states to hold fast. This just means that we 
must cling to or not let go of for any reason.  
 
Hebrews 4:15–16 
 

15 For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need (KJV).  

 
The apostle tells his audience here that they do not have an ordinary high priest. An ordinary 
high priest would not have experienced all that Jesus had and therefore could not have the same 
intimate empathy with us. He is fully God but came to the earth in a human body but he did 
not sin. The Greek word for touched is the origin of the English word “sympathy.” It means 
“to suffer along with.” Because He suffered as we would and do He is able to closely align 
Himself with us who suffer the same things. The specific temptation of worldly issues is what 
is meant here and was brought about by God the Spirit in the desert with the devil. 
 
The Holy Spirit led Him into the desert (wilderness). This was the desolate area in which He 
would experience the temptation of Satan who wanted to prevent Jesus from going to the cross. 
Satan has tried unsuccessfully since he fell to stop the coming of the Messiah. Christ prevailed 
and we can have salvation because of what He did for us (Mark 1:12–13). The individual 
temptations are these. First the Devil tempts Jesus. He comes at us too in varied times and 
places. 
 
Matthew 4:1   
 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil 
(KJV). 

 
Now the flesh is involved as an aspect of the temptation. In this case it is hunger. Satan is trying 
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to take Christ’s focus off God and put it on His flesh. 
 
Matthew 4:2-3  
  

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 
And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread (KJV). 

 
Christ depends on God’s Word and does not allow the flesh to lead His focus off God and 
God’s Word. 
 
Matthew 4:4   
 

But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (KJV). 

 
Again, Satan tries to tempt Christ to take His focus off God and misquotes Scripture.  
 
Matthew 4:5-7   
 

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in [their] hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said 
unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God (KJV). 

 
Satan now offers the world system and all its riches as enticement to take His focus off God. 
Christ resists and is given comfort by God’s Angels. 
 
Matthew 4:8-11   
 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto 
him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto him (KJV). 

 
The devil has been tempting since the Garden of Eden. It is important for us to see his 
methodologies so as to avoid them. We can resist the devil and he will flee from us (James 
4:7).  Jesus was tempted of the issues of the world and did not give in. 
 
1 John 2:16 

 
 2 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world (KJV). 
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Now that we understand that He can fully identify with us in all we suffer we should draw near 
to Him in worship and supplication. These words mean “Let us approach in a sacred manner,” 
or, “let us draw near for a sacred purpose.” So, this especially signifies the solemn approach 
made to God in order to worship Him. The apostle has asserted that the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, is our high priest. The high priest among the Jews was a type of Christ. “Let us 
approach, in a holy, sacred way, as he has instructed”; that is, with prayers and supplications. 
We must also approach Jesus with confidence not timidity or hesitation. He wants us to  
confidently accept Him with no reservations or unsureness. We have liberty and freedom (II 
Corinthians 3:7). This is a freedom that the Holy Spirit gives to believers in the Church which, 
was not shared by people who were still in slavery to the letter of the Law. 
 
THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST WAS EARTHLY 
 
Hebrews 5:1–4 
 

 1For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 who can 
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he 
himself also is compassed with infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for 
the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 4 And no man taketh this honour 
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron (KJV). 

 
Paul points out that the high priest was taken from men but ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God. There are four characteristics that are shown here as prerequisites for 
priesthood. 
 

1. He must be human 
2. He must function in a priestly order offering gifts and sacrifices 
3. He must be compassionate and sympathetic 
4. He must be appointed by God as was Aaron to represent man to God 

 
God had to call him. He had to be appointed by God as was Aaron. Aaron was singled out by 
God to be the high priest. He was officially called into the priesthood. Anyone who tried to be 
a priest without God’s appointment was rejected by God. When King Uzziah tried to burn the 
incense, which he had no right to burn because he was not a priest, God struck him with leprosy 
(II Chronicles 26:16–23). All the political appointments were not from God. Therefore, no man 
taketh this honor unto himself, but positively, a priest must be called of God and the example 
he gives is, even as was Aaron. The above are the four prerequisites of priesthood. In order for 
Jesus to become priest, He had to fulfill all four prerequisites, which He did.  
 
 
Next message: The Lord Jesus After The Order of Melchizedek 
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