
 

“Hallelujah” 

Psalm 150 

(Preached at Trinity, February 2, 2014) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. With Psalm 150 we come to the 5
th

 and final in the series of praise psalms, each 

beginning and ending with the Hebrew rendering of hallelujah. And, of course, with 

Psalm 150 we come to the end of the Psalter.  

 We began our journey on September 6, 2009.  

2. With only 6 verses this is the shortest of these hallelujah psalms. Short in length but not 

short in the praise and exaltation of God. Each verse contains at least two expressions of 

praise.  

3. The author is unknown but its message is loud and clear. As a great tutorial of enquiry it 

gives us the answers to five questions: 

I. The Whom of Praise  

II. The Where of Praise 

III. The Why of Praise 

IV. The How of Praise 

V. The Who of Praise 

 

I. The Whom of Praise – to Whom is praise rightly directed? 

 A. There is no doubt as to the focus of praise in this psalm 

  1. The first and last verses each contain hallelujah – “Praise ye the LORD”   

   The last verse has it twice and Verse 1 adds, “Praise God” 

2. Every verse in between contain the expression “Praise Him” two times  

  3. The entire Psalter has God as its focus 

   The name hwhy is used 695 times.  

      The name ~yhil{a/ is found 365 times.  

  4. And the entire Psalter is full of praise 

The word praise is in the psalms 180 times in the KJV     

   B. God alone is worthy of all praise 

  1. God is the source of all things and all things reflect Him 

Human language is insufficient to describe Him. When Moses asked His 

name God simply replied, “I AM” 

God’s proper name hw"hoy is a form of the Hebrew verb of being - hy"h'  

God revealed Himself to Moses as the God who “is” 

He finds His being in Himself and He the source of all things.  

  2. The Bible begins, “In the beginning God.” 
 He is the focus of every chapter afterward.  

The last passage of the Bible is a great testimony that Jesus is coming soon 

to restore all things under His dominion 
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Revelation 22:20-21 KJV - "He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  21 The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."  

3. He alone is worthy of all praise. God makes it abundantly clear that He 

will have no rivals. 

   Exodus 20:3 KJV - "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."  
Isaiah 48:11 KJV - "For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, 
will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give 
my glory unto another."  
Psalm 29:2 KJV - "Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his 
name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness."  

4. Human beings are notorious idolaters. They give praise to every manner of 

earthly objects. God alone must have our heart. 

 

II. The Where of Praise 

 A. God is to be worshipped in heaven and on earth 

  1. The word for “sanctuary” is vd,qo which is the Hebrew word for holiness. 

   God dwells in perfect holiness. He dwells in infinite indescribable light.  

   Luther in his German version translated it “praise Him in His holiness” 
2. In the Old Covenant God dwelt behind the curtain in the Holy Place 

Hebrews 9:3 NAU - "Behind the second veil there was a 
tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies"  

3. The second half of Verse 1 lifts our eyes upward to the heavens. The ESV 

translates it “mighty heavens.” 

  4. Verse 1 mingles earthly praise with heavenly  

Derik Kidner – “The call is to God’s worshippers on earth, meeting at His 

chosen place, but also to His heavenly host to mingle their praises with 

ours. His glory fills the universe; his praise must do no less.”  

 B. In the New Covenant Christ has provided for us access into the Holy place. 

1. In the New Covenant we live in daily praise as the angels in heaven—a 

constant state of gratitude and praise. We praise God everywhere. 

2. But there are also particular times of corporate worship. We can see this 

with the early church. They worshipped God corporately in the temple but 

also privately in their homes.  

Acts 2:46-47 KJV - "And they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  47 Praising God, and 
having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved."  

3. We do not technically have an earthly sanctuary today. The Puritans 

referred to their places of worship as “meeting houses.” 

a. God dwells within each of His people. We have become His 

temple. 

2 Corinthians 6:16 KJV - "And what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living 
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."  
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b. It is true, however, when we gather together for corporate worship 

the place becomes the sanctuary of God as He meets with us. It is 

the assembly of the righteous 

Hebrews 10:24-25 NAU - "and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you 
see the day drawing near."  

 

III. The Why of Praise – Verse 2 

 A. The psalmist gives us the two reasons to praise God 

1. We praise Him for what He does and we praise Him for who He is – for 

His mighty acts and for His excellent greatness 

2. On one hand we look to His great goodness and grace in His mighty 

deeds. On the other hand we recognize God’s intrinsic greatness 

 B. God’s mighty acts are boundless 

1. He is infinite in all of His being – infinite power and wisdom – infinite 

love and goodness 

  2. He is the Creator and sustainer of all things 

  3. He providentially cares for His creation 

4. The greatest demonstration of God’s mighty acts is in redemption as He 

sent forth His Son as our Redeemer.  

5. As we consider His mighty acts we are to ascribe to Him all glory and 

honor 

Psalm 150:2 KJV - "Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him 
according to his excellent greatness."  
Psalm 106:1-2 KJV - "Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the 
LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.  2 Who can 
utter the mighty acts of the LORD? who can shew forth all his 
praise?"  

C.  God is intrinsically worthy of all praise. He has intrinsic value. He is infinitely 

glorious. He is abundantly great. 

Psalm 150:2 KJV - "praise him according to his excellent greatness."  
1. Several years ago Sherwood Pictures & the Kendrick brothers produced a 

film by the name of “Facing the Giants.” Although it was flawed by 

implying that God’s blessings always produce winning teams and cars and 

pay raises there was a quote in it worth remembering: “When we win we 

praise Him and when we lose we praise Him.” 
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2. The point is God is worthy of praise no matter what our condition of life. 

He is worthy of praise when we are healed of our diseases and when we 

are not. He is worthy of praise when we are delivered from our enemies 

and when we are not. 

   Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: 
Daniel 3:16-18 NAU - "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give 
you an answer concerning this matter.  17 "If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and 
He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  18 "But even if He does 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve 
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."  

 

IV. The How of Praise 

 A. The message of Verses 3-5 is praise God in every way 

  1. Israel used all sort of instruments in their worship 

Trumpet, psaltery, harp, stringed instruments, and organ along with  

timbrel and dance. 

2. Derek Kidner – “every kind of instrument, solemn or gay, percussive or 

melodic, gentle or strident, is rallied here to the praise of God.” 

B. We must not be lost here on the types of instruments. God is to be worshipped 

with all of our hearts.  

  Psalm 86:12 KJV - "I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart"  
1. Biblical worship is not to be creative. That is, we are not to add to it the 

creations of human imagination. We hold to the regulative principle of 

worship—that God has instructed us how He will be worshipped.  

Exodus 20:25 KJV - "And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, 
thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon 
it, thou hast polluted it."  
Leviticus 10:1-2 KJV - "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense 
thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he 
commanded them not.  2 And there went out fire from the LORD, 
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD."  

2. While we must not corrupt worship with new ideas that God has not 

commanded worship must also never be dull and lifeless. 

 C. We must not confine praise to our worship services alone 

Praise is the exaltation of God. It is a desire to manifest His greatness upon the 

earth. Is your life God centered or man centered? 

  1. Do you praise God with your family? 

  2. Do you praise God with your employment? 

  3. Do you praise God with how you spend your money 

  4. The point is, is your life an expression of praise unto God? 
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V. The Who of Praise 

 Psalm 150:6 KJV - "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD."  
 A. All who breathe owe God glory 

1. God is the source of all life. Every living creature exists to the praise of 

God. All was created by God and for God 

2. Psalm 148 spoke of the great variety of creatures God has made, all of 

which owe praise to God 

Psalm 148:10 KJV - "Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and 
flying fowl"  

 B. But human beings are the crowning touch of creation 

Genesis 2:7 KJV - "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul."  

  1. Every human being owes God praise. We were created to praise God.  

We alone were created in His image. We alone were created as rational 

beings with the capacity to know Him, to worship Him.   

  2. The great sin of humanity is a failure to praise God 

Romans 1:21 KJV - "Because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened."  

  3. The Gospel is a great declaration for all men to bow before the King 

Revelation 14:6-7 KJV - "And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people,  7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to 
him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters."  

 

Conclusion: 
1. And so we come to the end of the Book of Psalms – it ends with a call to praise. 

It may appear that God is praised by few today. The earth seems in chaos and the 

inhabitants of the earth have denied God’s reign. Everyone does that which is right in his 

own eyes. The truth is Christ is on His throne and He will soon come as King and every 

knee shall bow. 

Revelation 5:13 KJV - "And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."   

2. May God grant us to live in a continual spirit of praise. He is worthy of all praise 

Psalm 150:6 KJV - "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye 
the LORD."  

 Hallelujah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


