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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we come to the end of Chapter 3 we are now familiar with the pattern that runs 

throughout the Book of Judges: Israel sins against God. God brings His judgment upon 

them by raising up an enemy against them. Israel’s cries for deliverance, and God shows 

pity in raising up a deliverer. 

2. The Book of Judges repeats this paradigm over and over and witnesses God’s repeated 

mercy in raising up a deliverer or judge. There are 12 of these judges in all corresponding 

to the tribes of Israel. There are six minor judges of which much is written and six minor 

judges of which very little is written.  

3. So far we’ve studied two of the major judges. We’ve looked at Othniel who was a man of 

high character; a man of valor, a great leader of God’s people. And then we’ve seen 

Ehud, the unexpected left-handed judge who took the life of Israel’s enemy.  

4. Now we come to the first of the minor judges. When I said the there is little written about 

the minor judges we can see it clearly with Shamgar of which a single verse describe his 

exploits as Israel’s deliverer.  

Judges 3:31 NAU - " After him came Shamgar the son of Anath, who struck 
down six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad; and he also saved Israel."  

5. We find that God raised him up eighty years after Ehud. Chapter 4 opens: 

Judges 4:1 NAU - "Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the 
LORD, after Ehud died."  

6. Shamgar is almost non-existent. Chapter 4 jumps to Jabin, but Shamgar is wedged 

between Ehud and Deborah.  

 It is also possible that Shamgar’s judging coincides with Deborah – Shamgar judging in 

the South while Deborah is judging in the north.  

Without much detail we know Israel had once again fallen into sin and God once again 

gave them over to their enemy, this time the Philistines. It was a terrible time of 

lawlessness. We have one other verse that describes the condition. 

Judges 5:6 NAU - "In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, In the days of Jael, 
the highways were deserted, And travelers went by roundabout ways."  

 The Philistines occupied and ravaged and plundered the highways leaving all but 

impassible in fear of being robbed or killed.  

7. We don’t know much about Shamgar except he was the son of Anath of which we also 

know nothing.  

A. We don’t know what tribe he was from. He was possibly from the tribe of Simeon 

because no other judge is connected with this tribe. Regarding his name, it is 

possible he wasn’t even an Israelite. But neither were Rahab or Ruth in the linage 

of our Lord.  
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B. He was probably a simple farmer. An oxgoad was a device used to keep the ox 

moving forward. It was up to 8 feet long and usually had a sharp point on one end 

to spur on the oxen and a scraper on the other to remove dirt from the plow. The 

design was strictly agricultural; it wasn’t designed as a weapon.  

 Jesus used the term to describe Paul’s stubborn resistance to the Holy Spirit’s 

conviction.  

  Acts 26:14 NAU - " It is hard for you to kick against the goads."  
C. He may have been a mighty man, or more likely, a common man that God raised 

up to use mightily.  

  “who struck down six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad” 
D. His slaughter of the Philistines serves as testimony to his great deliverance of 

Israel - "he also saved Israel."  
E. It also continues the pro-David and anti-Saul scenario. The Philistines are 

introduced as a problem here. Mighty Samson fights them. David became famous 

in fighting against the Philistines. He fought Goliath when Saul would not.  

8. While we don’t know much about Shamgar what we do know should encourage us as we 

consider the way God often works in His Kingdom. 

I. God often uses unlikely individuals 

 II. God often uses unconventional means 

 III. God often brings about unexpected results 

 

I. God often uses unlikely individuals 

 A. All of Israel’s judges were flawed men 

1. With perhaps the exception of Othniel and Deborah the judges were not 

people of virtue.  

 There’s the faithless Gideon who resorts to idolatrous means to 
know the will of God;  

 Jephtha who makes the ill-considered vow with disastrous 

consequences;  

 Samson who lusts after the beauties of the Philistines and thinks 
little of his covenant vows. The examples go on and on.  

2. We have to assume that Shamgar also had his weaknesses. And was he a 

non-Israelite farmer. Would God use a pagan to deliver His people? Listen 

how God describes the pagan king Cyrus: 

Isaiah 45:1 NAU - " Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, 
Whom I have taken by the right hand, To subdue nations before 
him And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so 
that gates will not be shut:"  

3. One thing we know. Shamgar did not deliver Israel by his own strength. In 

fact, he most likely was a man of great weakness. Just as Samson’s 

strength was from God so Shamgar was enabled to battle an entire army 

with an ox-goad. 

 We can picture a simple farmer driving his oxen while plowing his field. 

Suddenly the Philistines came upon him and taking into his hand the ox-

goad he slew 600 of them putting them to flight and delivering Israel.  
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4. Matthew Henry describes it well: 

“God put it into his heart to oppose them; the impulse being sudden 
and strong, and having neither sword nor spear to do execution 
with, he took the instrument that was next at hand, some of the 
tools of his plough, and with that killed so many hundred men and 
came off unhurt.” 

 B. Human beings are all weak and sinful. All are flawed. 

1. Look at our Lord’s Disciples.  

a. They were all weak ordinary men. None of them were educated 

men. They were not famous orators or theologians. They were low-

class, uneducated commoners. Jesus did not choose them because 

of their unusual ability.  

b. They were fishermen, a former tax collector, and a former political 

zealot.  

 c. They suffered from pride and they were often overcome with fear.  

They all fled in the hour of danger. But God sent His Spirit to 

empower them and make them mighty. 

d. God did it this way so there could be no doubt that it was all from 

Him. He alone would receive the glory. 

e. These ordinary men would carry the Gospel throughout the known 

world, turning the world upside-down.  And then most of them 

would be martyred.  

2. Listen to the words of Paul 

1 Corinthians 2:3 NAU - "I was with you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling"  
2 Corinthians 2:16 NAU - "And who is adequate for these things?"  
1 Corinthians 1:26-27 NAU - "For consider your calling, brethren, 
that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise"  

3. You are a malformed piece of clay that God can shape and use mightily. If 

you are proud of some great ability God will probably strip you of it 

before He uses you.  

2 Corinthians 12:9 NAU - "And He has said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me."  

4. This doesn’t mean that God never uses men with ability.  

a. It doesn’t mean we should despise education. Paul was an educated 

man.  

b. It means when a man begins to take pride in his natural ability or 

his education or his social status or his wealth or his power or 

anything else he is of little use to God. 

James 4:6-7 NAS - "God is opposed to the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you."  
1 Peter 5:6 NAU - "Therefore humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time"  
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5. God only demands your submission to Him. And then when He graces 

you with the ability to serve in His Kingdom then do it with all your 

might. 

Romans 12:11 NAU - "not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord"  

 

Not only unlikely individuals . . . 

 

II. God often uses unconventional means 

 A. A brief look at the Book of Judges reveals God’s variety of means 

1. There was Ehud’s dagger, Jael’s hammer and tent peg, Gideon’s horns and 

torches, the woman’s millstone, Samson’s jaw-bone.  

2. Shamgar’s ox-goad was most unusual. An ox-goad is not designed as a 

weapon. It was a farmer’s tool. Shamgar would have been much better 

equipped with a sword or spear.  

 Of course, Samson would have been better equipped to have a weapon 

more powerful than a donkey’s jawbone.  

3. This could be indication that the Philistines had already put into practice 

their policy of disarming their enemies. 

1 Samuel 13:19-22 NAU - "Now no blacksmith could be found in all 
the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, "Otherwise the Hebrews 
will make swords or spears."  20 So all Israel went down to the 
Philistines, each to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, 
and his hoe.  21 The charge was two-thirds of a shekel for the 
plowshares, the mattocks, the forks, and the axes, and to fix the 
hoes.  22 So it came about on the day of battle that neither sword 
nor spear was found in the hands of any of the people"  

4. God demonstrates His power through the weak, unconventional things 

B. There are some times when the unconventional might be used of God. There are 

other times when we are not permitted the unconventional.  

1. Regarding the Gospel, the message never changes. It will always be 

offensive to sinful men but we are not permitted to soften the sinfulness of 

man or the power of the cross.  

2. Preaching is the primary method. Nowhere do we find singing as a method 

of delivering the Gospel. The spoken Word is powerful. 

Romans 10:17 NAU - "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ."  

3. But there are many different ways to approach men with the Gospel. There 

are many different ways to deliver the spoken Word. Technology has 

provided many new ways to present the Gospel.  

 The printing press has been considered the greatest of all 
inventions. Spurgeon distributed thousands of his sermons—it was 

called the “penny pulpit.” Our church has printed and distributed 

hundreds of thousands of tracts. 

 The invention of recording technology made possible the 
widespread distribution of the Gospel message – from early 

cassettes, to CD’s and now Mp3’s.  
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 The internet has opened a new frontier. No church should be 
without a website today.  

4. As a church we’ve explored many different avenues to distribute the 

Gospel message. We distributed tracts on the university campus. We’ve 

given the Gospel at flea markets and parades and other large gatherings of 

people. At times, however, we simply share the Gospel one on one—

sometimes with strangers, sometimes with a loved one.  

5. We are never permitted to venture where God has not given us permission. 

Nadab and Abihu stand as a perpetual warning of being enamored by the 

unconventional.  

Leviticus 10:1 NAU - "Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed 
incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He 
had not commanded them."  

6. God sets the parameters on how He will be worshipped. This is not the 

place for seeking the unconventional.  
 1689 Confession, 22:1 – “The light of nature shows that there is a God, who hath 

lordship and sovereignty over all; is just, good and doth good to all; and is 

therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all 

the heart and all the soul, and with all the might. But the acceptable way of 

worshipping the true God, is instituted by Himself, and so limited by His own 

revealed will, that He may not be worshipped according to the imagination and 

devices of men, nor the suggestions of Satan, under any visible representations, 

or any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scriptures.” 

7. We are not permitted to substitute preaching with singing, drama, puppets, 

testimonies. We must never cease to hold preaching as a high priority. 

 Paul said: 

2 Timothy 4:2-4 NAU - "preach the word; be ready in season and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and 
instruction.  3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires,  4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn 
aside to myths."  

8. But we must not fear to use every means to bring them God’s Word. 

Not only unlikely individuals and unconventional means. . . 

 

III. God often brings about unexpected results 

 A. One would not expect much success in warfare with an ox-goad 

  1. The Book of Judges presents surprising results 

   a. Last week we saw the unexpected left handed deliverer 

b. Gideon defeated the enemy with 300 men, each equipped with a 

trumpet and pitcher. 

c. And of course we can’t forget Samson who killed 1000 Philistines 

with the jawbone of the donkey. 

2. Who would expect that Shamgar could deliver Israel from the Philistines 

with an ox-goad? 

3. We have to assume two things about Shamgar – he trusted God & obeyed.  
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 B. We are a small congregation that most would write off as insignificant 

1. Is God unable to use us mightily? God uses the weak things so that His 

glory might shine forth brightly.  

1 Corinthians 2:3-5 NAU - "I was with you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were 
not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith would not rest on the 
wisdom of men, but on the power of God."  

  2. God expected two things from Israel – courageous faith and obedience.  

Joshua 1:7-9 NAU - "Only be strong and very courageous; be 
careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that 
you may have success wherever you go.  8 "This book of the law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have success.  9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD 
your God is with you wherever you go."  

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. God expects no less from us – faith and obedience. 

2. We must trust Christ absolutely. 

3. Our faith must lead us to follow Him unconditionally. 

4. Never despise your smallness or insignificance. God takes weak small people and raises 

them up to be used greatly. He demands of you faith and obedience. 


