
Reigning Grace (1): through repentance and salvation                   Hymns 10, Jesus Shine, 391 

 

The title assigned to me in this message is Reigning Grace: through repentance and salvation, and I want to 

consider this theme by largely limiting our focus to a single text of Scripture—it's found in Acts 5, in the 

apostles' response to the Jewish Council...  

 

Verses 29-32, are the words of Peter, to the high priest and Council, speaking on behalf of the other apostles—

they were earlier imprisoned for preaching Christ (vv17-18), but an angel freed them saying, v20—"Go, stand 

in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life..." 

 

This led to their second arrest and arraignment before the Jewish Council (vv22-28), vv29-32 is Peter's 

defence—it's basically threefold—[a] they must obey God rather than man (v29), [b] he summarizes the gospel 

(vv30-31), and [c] they were eye-witnesses of these things (v32)... 

 

Thus—fundamentally, Peter sets out before these Jewish leaders, the glorious and victorious exaltation of the 

Christ—and I want to examine this blessed theme with the help of three questions, Who was exalted, Where 

was He exalted, and Why was He exalted...  

 

I.   Who was Exalted?  

II.  Where was He Exalted? 

III. Why was He Exalted?  

 

I.   Who was Exalted?  

 

1. Peter describes the person that was exalted in a twofold way—He was murdered, and He was raised from 

the dead...  

2. [1] He who was murdered—"Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree"—they were especially 

responsibility for Jesus death... 

3. Now—this of course does not mean, they actually crucified Him, but it does mean they were complicit in 

it... 

4. Peter describes their activity as "murder"—a flagrant violation of the 6th commandment—"you shall not 

commit murder"... 

5. This underscores the fact, that Christ was totally innocent of every accusation levelled at Him by the 

Jews...  

6. Furthermore, Peter speaks of their murder as—"hanging Him on a tree"—that is, He was crucified on a 

cross... 

7. Why Peter uses this language is likely because of the OT practice, of hanging those who were stoned on a 

tree... 

8. In the OC, those put to death were then hung upon a tree, outside the camp, as a sign of the cursing of 

God... 

9. Lenski—"Not only did the Sanhedrin bring about the death of Jesus, a death that was shameful in the eyes 

of Romans (crucifixion), but they inflicted upon him the death of those who are accursed by God 

(suspension on tree)..." 

10. [2] He who was raised up—"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus"—this phrase is in stark contrast to the 

other... 

11. You murdered Him, you killed Him—God raised Him up, He gave Him life—this of course refers to His 

resurrection... 

12. Peter refers to Him, as "the God of our fathers"—that is, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—this was 

a rebuke to them... 

13. For keep in mind, this was the highest Jewish court, who prided themselves as the descendants of the 

fathers... 

14. In essence, Peter accuses them as acting contrary to the God of the fathers, as acting in opposition to His 

purposes... 
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15. Thus, though man murdered Him, God the Father raised Him up on the third day—the same Jesus they 

killed, He raised... 

 

II.  Where was He Exalted? 

 

1. V31—"Him God has exalted"—that is, the very same person they murdered, and God raised up, He 

exalted...  

2. [1] To The right hand of the Father—"Him God has exalted to His right hand"—that is, a place of highest 

honor... 

3. Phil.2:9—"Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 

name..." 

4. Now—it's important to remember, that Christ is one person in two natures—He is fully God and fully 

Man... 

5. Thus, strictly speaking, with regards to His divine nature, it's impossible to exalt Him anymore than what 

He is... 

6. Thus, in the strictest sense, it was Christ's human nature that was exalted, though it's best to say His Person 

was exalted...  

7. And so, in His exaltation, our Savior sits at "the right hand of the Father"—on a glorious and powerful 

throne...  

8. Larger Catechism—"How is Christ exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God? Christ is exalted in his 

sitting at the right hand of God, in that as Godman he is advanced to the highest favor with God the Father, 

with all fullness of joy, glory, and power over all things in heaven and earth; and does gather and defend 

his church, and subdue their enemies; furnishes his ministers and people with gifts and graces, and makes 

intercession for them..."   

9. [2] To be Prince and Savior—that is, as He sat on the Father's right hand, He received two official titles—

Prince and Savior... 

10. Literally Peter says—"Him God has exalted to His right hand Prince and Savior [the words to be are added 

by the translators]..." 

11. [a] Prince—this word fundamentally means two things—"author" and "leader"—it's most often rendered 

"prince" or author"... 

12. Acts 3:14-15—"But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 

and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses..." 

13. The "Prince of life" or the "author of life"—the "source or bestower of life"—so the question becomes—

which idea is better suited (author or ruler) for Acts 5:31... 

14. Well, I trust both actually fit well—for Peter says Christ was exalted as Prince—to give repentance and 

forgiveness (but He does this from a throne)... 

15. Thus—I suggest that Peter intends both ideas—Christ is a glorious Prince, who graciously bestows various 

gifts... 

16. For example, let me illustrate—think of a benevolent King, who rules over a very needy, but beloved, 

people... 

17. Let's say, the King just won a great victory of their enemies, and in so doing, has acquired unlimited 

riches... 

18. Because he is a gracious King, he bestows these riches upon his needy people, as their benevolent 

Sovereign...  

19. He would be both the source or author of their riches, but he would also remain the Prince or Ruler of the 

people... 

20. [b] Savior—the word rendered "Savior," literally means "savior or deliverer"—one who rescues another 

person...  

21. Christ is both a Prince and Savior—that is, when sinners come to Him, they come to Him as in both 

capacities... 

22. Simply put, dear brethren, no one ever came to Christ rightly, who did not come to Him as both Prince and 

Savior... 

23. Oh poor sinner, before I move on to my third and final heading, let me here pause and suggest a few 

exhortations... 
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24. [i] To come to Christ rightly, you must come to Him as Ruler—that is, as the one who rules and reigns 

over you... 

25. In coming to Christ, you come to ONE who was crucified, but is NOW exalted, and sits at the Father's 

right hand... 

26. CHS—"I cannot conceive it possible for anyone truly to receive Christ as Savior and yet not to receive 

him as Lord. One of the first instincts of a redeemed soul is to fall at the feet of the Savior, and gratefully 

and adoringly to cry, Blessed Master, bought with thy precious blood, I own that I am thine—thine only, 

thine wholly, thine for ever. Lord, what wilt thou have me to do..." 

27. [ii] To come to Christ rightly, you must come to Him as Savior—that is, as the one who rescues you from 

your sin... 

28. You must come to Him as ONE who, though NOW sits upon a throne, at one time, hung upon a cross for 

you... 

29. [iii] To come to Christ rightly, you must come to Him as a Prince—that is, as the author and source of all 

that you need... 

30. The poor coming sinner, comes to Christ as a rich and gracious Prince, who possesses everything they 

need... 

 

III. Why was He Exalted?  

 

1. Verse 31, provides a simple but beautiful answer to that question—"To give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins..." 

2. I believe "repentance" can best be defined or described as—The sinner taking sides with God against 

himself... 

3. Repentance is agreement with God—it's the closing of the mouth, in humble and contrite harmony with 

God... 

4. In repentance we agree with what God says about Himself, about sin, about ourselves, about Christ and 

salvation... 

5. Joseph Bellamy—"In true repentance our eyes begin to be opened to see things as in fact they are; God's 

character infinitely amiable, and our own infinitely odious; his law wholly right; and our ways as wrong 

and criminal as that supposes. And in this view we begin to take all the blame to ourselves..." 

6. Thus—here I want to suggest that Christ has been exalted to give or bestow repentance in these FIVE 

ways...  

7. [1] He gives it victoriously—that is, Christ bestows salvation upon His people as an exalted and victorious 

King...   

8. And there's a sense in which this is a primary point of this passage—the cross of Christ was NOT a 

failure... 

9. From a worldly perspective, it would appear that Christ lost, in that He was murdered and shamefully hung 

on a tree...   

10. But—that is far from the facts—for it was through that crucifixion that our Savior secured salvation for 

His people...  

11. Remember, dear friends, it was but a small step from the cross to the throne—these are necessarily 

related... 

12. Thus, here's the point—Christ in His cross work, earned salvation for us, which includes repentance and 

forgiveness...  

13. Put another way—through His humiliation, Christ earns His throne, from which He bestows gifts to His 

people... 

14. Put another way—the authority and power necessary to apply salvation was given Christ in and at His 

exaltation... 

15. John Flavel—"Christ enthroned in the highest glory in heaven is there to abide for the effectual and 

successful government, both of the world, and of the church, until the number given him by the Father, 

before the world was, and purchased by the blood of the cross, be gathered in..." 

16. 2Sam.5:12—"So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that He had 

exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel..." 
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17. [a] The fact of his exaltation—David was exalted over Israel, after he was humiliated and victorious over 

their enemies...  

18. In other words—David's exaltation came through humiliation—he was hated without a cause by his own 

people... 

19. Furthermore, David's exaltation came through much blood-shed—he defeated Goliath and the enemies of 

God... 

20. So too, Christ came to the throne through humiliation and blood-shed—He was hated, and He defeated 

God's enemies...  

21. [b] The purpose of his exaltation—"He exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel"—for their 

good... 

22. The pronouns refer either to God or David—but either way, the point is the same—David was exalted for 

the good of the people...  

23. [2] He gives it graciously—that is, Christ bestows repentance and forgiveness as gracious and undeserving 

gifts...  

24. This is glorious news for poor sinners—you must look nowhere else, but to Christ Himself, to find 

repentance... 

25. That is to say—we not only learn where repentance comes from (exalted Christ), but how sinners receive 

it... 

26. Sinners receive repentance by looking to Christ, as the crucified, resurrected, and now exalted—Prince and 

Savior... 

27. Zech.12:10—"And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of 

grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as 

one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn..." 

28. According to John 19:37, this prophecy was literally fulfilled, when our Savior was pieced in the side with 

a spear... 

29. That is, there were multiple Jews (and Gentiles) who literally looked upon Christ whom they pierced, and 

mourned... 

30. But, I trust we all agree that this prophecy has a much broader application then those in first century 

Palestine... 

31. No—when the LORD promises to "pour on the house of David the Spirit of grace"—He means His true 

Israel... 

32. Every person given to Christ from everlasting, will in time, be given the Spirit as—"the Spirit of grace and 

supplication..." 

33. But notice—it is the Spirit's task to work within such people, the grace of repentance, or mourning over 

their sin... 

34. This the Spirit does, by enabling the soul to look to Christ—"they will look upon Me whom they 

pierced..." 

35. In other words—repentance comes by looking to Christ as crucified—not just because Jesus died on the 

cross...  

36. But because, it was you and I, who pierced Him—it was ultimately our sins, that hung Him upon that tree 

(cross)... 

37. Mark Dever once said—"Before we can see the cross as something done FOR us, we must first see it as 

something done BY us..." 

38. My friends, there's an important reason why the message of the cross is to be preached before repentance 

and forgiveness... 

39. The cross is to be preached first and foremostly, because it's as sinners to it, there hearts will be broken for 

sin... 

40. [3] He gives it nationally, v31—"to give repentance to Israel"—that is, His NC spiritual Israel, or the 

church...  

41. Now—I think Peter intentionally uses the word "Israel" as he's presently addressing the Jewish rulers of 

Israel... 

42. In other words—though He was rejected by physical Israel, there was another Israel that would embrace 

Him... 
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43. Thus, by "Israel" is meant Christ's true Israel, comprised first of an elect Jewish remnant, to which 

Gentiles would be added... 

44. Lk.24:46-47—"Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem..." 

45. This passage, as good as any, identify for us what Peter meant by "Israel"—"all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem..." 

46. Oh my brethren, how gracious is our Savior, that He would have forgiveness first preached, beginning at 

Jerusalem... 

47. For remember, it was Jerusalem sinners that murdered Him, and hung His body outside the city, on a tree 

(cross)... 

48. [4] He gives it savingly, v31—"to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins"—or repentance for 

forgiveness of sins... 

49. In other words—He doesn't merely bestow upon them repentance, but He also bestows upon them 

forgiveness of sins..." 

50. Now—the first thing I want to here do is, point out that Scripture often puts repentance and forgiveness 

together... 

51. Mk.1:4—"John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins..." 

52. Lk.24:46-47—"Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem..." 

53. In other words—there is a very close and important connection between these things—repentance and 

forgiveness... 

54. [a] We are not saved BY repentance—we must ever remember, wherever there is repentance, there is also 

FAITH...   

55. The one grace necessarily presupposes the other, thus—we are justified (forgiven), not by repentance but 

faith... 

56. The forgiveness of sins is a part of our justification, and Scripture everywhere ascribes justification to 

FAITH... 

57. We are justified BY FAITH ALONE—it's by faith that sinners lay hold of Christ, in whom we are 

justified... 

58. Thus, it's important to clarify, that we are not justified because or through our repentance, but through 

FAITH... 

59. There have been those, through the history of the church, who have taught salvation through or by 

repentance... 

60. Simply put, friends, you can weep an ocean of tears, but all of that will not atone for or forgive a single 

sin... 

61. The only thing that can atone for our sins and provide forgiveness of sins, is the precious blood of Jesus 

Christ... 

62. Hymn—"Not the labors of my hands, can fulfil thy law's demands; could my zeal no respite know, could 

my tears for ever flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone..." 

63. [b] We are not saved WITHOUT repentance—but this is also important to remember—repentance is 

essential to salvation... 

64. God never gives forgiveness, without also working repentance in the heart—they are necessarily and 

intimately related...    

65. Mk.2:17—"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners, to repentance..." 

66. [5] He gives it lovingly—by this I mean, He gives repentance to His Israel, because He deeply loves 

them...  

67. This is to say—He longs to convert them, and bring them to Himself—that He might fellowship with 

them... 

68. The sovereign, victories, reigning King, gives His blessed Spirit, so that His Israel, would no repentance 

and the forgiveness of sins... 


