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2 Corinthians 5:9 (NASB) “Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” 
 
 
Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to own His cause,  
Or blush to speak His name? 
Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 
Are there no foes for me to face?  
Must I not stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend of grace,  
To help me on to God? 
Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord! 
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,  
Supported by Thy Word. 
                    �Isaac Watts (1724) 
 
 
“Evangelism is the outflow from the overflow of the inflow of Christ’s life in us.”                                                            �Ron Dunn 
 
 
 
 
I.       The Power of God (vv. 12-16) 
 
 

2 Corinthians 12:12 (NASB) “The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and 
wonders and miracles.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
II.      The Persecution by Religious Leaders (vv. 17-28) 
 
 

Acts 4:18 (NASB) “And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus.” 
 
 
Acts 4:19-20 (NASB) “19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to give 
heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.’” 



Other passages in Acts where angels intervened in the lives of God’s people:  Acts 8:26; 10:3, 7; 12:7-11; 27:23. 
 
Matthew 27:25 (NASB) “His blood shall be on us and on our children!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.     The Proclamation by the Disciples (vv. 29-32) 
 
 

Acts 4:29 (ESV) “And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.      The Providential Working of God (vv. 33-39) 
 
 
 

Acts 5:33 (ESV) “When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V.       The Perseverance of the Persecuted (vv. 40-42) 
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Sermon 8:  The Predictable Response to The Proclamation of the Gospel 
Series: The Spirit, the Church, and the World 
Acts 5:12-42 
 
One of the characteristics of our flesh is that we like to be liked. One of the certainties for a Christian who 
is obedient to our Lord is that we will not often be liked by those who are of this world. Here is what we 
can learn from those two truths. When we live a life of obedience, we are going to be in a constant battle 
with our flesh – the self-life. The flesh, the self-life, says, “I really want you to like me.” But when we 



surrender to the Lordship of Christ, live the crucified life and make God’s priorities our priorities, many 
of those who are “of this world” – even professing believers won’t like us – in fact many will not only 
reject us, but they will actively oppose us, and often seek to stop us.  
One of the areas where that opposition and dislike will come first is when we seek to share the Gospel 
with others. If you like to be liked, life is just easier if you don’t share God’s truth with others. Oh, but 
that brings another problem. Now God is not pleased. He doesn’t reject you, disown you, or cease loving 
you, but He is grieved. As a child of God, we have a desire to please Him. 2 Corinthians 5:9 (NASB): 
“Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” Do you see 
the conflict? An even tougher question is, “Are you experiencing this conflict?” If you are committed to 
sharing Christ with those He brings into your path, you will be experiencing – to some degree – this 
conflict. I want to confess that I struggle with this. I like people to like me. I am praying that I get so full 
of Jesus that I can’t be quiet about the Gospel. I’m not there yet, but I want to be and I am praying toward 
this end.  
All too often we put way too much emphasis on avoiding conflict that comes from upsetting others 
because of our refusal to “shut up” about the Gospel. When we speak up and someone gets angry with us, 
we really like to feel sorry for ourselves. I don’t ever want to waste another minute feeling sorry for 
myself! What a tremendous waste of emotional energy.  
I suppose my favorite hymn writer is Isaac Watts (1674-1748). My favorite song that he wrote is not one 
of his best known ones. It is entitled Am I a Soldier of the Cross? Here are the words: 

Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to own His cause,  
Or blush to speak His name? 
 
Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 
 
Are there no foes for me to face?  
Must I not stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend of grace,  
To help me on to God? 
 
Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord! 
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,  
Supported by Thy Word. 
     - Isaac Watts (1724) 

What I am about to say is as much for me as it is you. I have shared this with many of our staff. I am 
deeply burdened about the lack of visible fruit in our church. I know that all fruit is not visible. I know 
that God’s Word doesn’t return void (empty), but I also know that when God’s people are being faithful 
to share the Gospel as a way of life, to pray for the lost, and to risk being rejected and angering those we 
share with, we will be seeing fruit.  
I want to share something that has the potential to be misunderstood, so please listen carefully. I am not 
against taking classes on evangelism (we teach them here); I am not opposed to having seminars on 
apologetics (defending the faith) and answering skeptic’s questions. We have those and they are helpful 
and I encourage you to take them. But you don’t have to go through a class before you can share with 
another person how to be reconciled with God.  



As we go through the book of Acts, you will see that sharing the Gospel is just something that these first 
century believers did as a way of life. They could not, not share the Gospel! Ron Dunn who was one of 
my favorite Bible teachers used to say, “Evangelism is the outflow from the overflow of the inflow of 
Christ’s life in us.” When we begin to share the good news of Christ’s salvation in the power of the Holy 
Spirit as a way of life, there will be a predictable response to the proclamation of the Gospel. We will see 
that response later in this text.  
 

I. The Power of God (v 12-16) 
Remember that we are only a few months away from the crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension 
of Jesus. It has only been a short time before these events, in chapter 5, that the Holy Spirit came on the 
feast of Pentecost, baptized believers into Christ, and formed the church. Now in just a few weeks the 120 
believers have grown to several thousand. There is a buzz around Jerusalem and an excitement that was 
unparalleled.  
In verses 12-16 we see an amazing display of the power of God as people were being healed, delivered 
from demon possession, and being saved. Listen to the description of salvations in Acts 5:14 (NASB): 
“And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their 
number.” That was visible fruit!  
Many people are troubled when they see the accounts of the miraculous signs and wonders. The question 
is asked, “Why isn’t the church seeing this today?” Others would say, “Oh we are seeing it – in the health, 
wealth, and prosperity movement there are healing meetings and multitudes are being healed.” However, 
as we saw a few weeks ago, when you investigate, you will find that what is supposedly happening today 
is not the same – not anywhere near the same. The miracles that are taking place in these meetings are 
primarily the psychological kind which gives some a short term relief, but if you check on many of them a 
few months later, their “healing” has disappeared.  
Let me give you just a few ways that what was happening in the early church was different from what is 
claimed today. First, these acts were brought about by the hands of the apostles. Acts 5:12a (NASB): “At 
the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people…” It was the 
prayers of the apostles that resulted in these healings. A second difference is that there is no mention of 
the healings being based on the faith of those being healed. It was the power of God working sovereignly 
almost exclusively through the apostles. Third, everyone who came sick or crippled was healed. The 
miracles were what Paul called in 2 Corinthians 12:12 (NASB): “The signs of a true apostle…” He 
described these signs of a true apostle as, “signs and wonders and miracles.” In reality, the early church 
was not so much a miracle working church; it was a church with miracle working apostles [John MacArthur, 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 1-12, page 164] 
As we saw a few weeks ago, while God can certainly perform a miracle any time He chooses, the purpose 
of the miracles through the apostles were intended to evidence their authority as those who laid the 
foundations of the church and gave the church the New Testament Scriptures (every book of the New 
Testament was written by an apostle or a close associate of an apostle). When the apostles began to heal 
the sick and perform other miracles, we see what happened in Acts 5:15-16 (NASB): 

…to such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid 
them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 
on any one of them [it doesn’t say any were healed by his shadow passing over 
them, but they recognized the power of God that was flowing through the 
apostles]. Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming 
together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 
were all being healed.  



The miracles were God saying, “Listen to what these men say because I have sent them.” Why isn’t this 
regularly happening today? It is because we have the complete canon of the New Testament and the 
inspired Word of God gives us our authority and allows what we say to be examined by the authoritative 
word of God. There is no more need for the “signs of an apostle” to evidence authority from God. We 
have something better – the completed Word of God! The need for confirming miracles has passed away.   
 

II.  The Persecution by the Religious Leaders (v 17-28) 
What happens in verses 17-28 is truly amazing. We see in verse 17 that the motive for the action the 
Jewish leaders took was jealousy. The Jewish leaders had the favor of the Roman government and the 
allegiance of the people. They were not the slightest bit interested in whether the message of the apostles 
was true; they just wanted rid of them before they lost their standing and their favor that allowed them to 
make much money, as well as have the Jewish people under their control. The predictable response to the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the resulting miracles that evidenced its truth was persecution to shut 
these early disciples up (especially the apostles).  
The apostles were arrested and brought before the Jewish court for three reasons. First, Peter and John had 
not obeyed the court’s orders to quit proclaiming the Gospel as instructed in Acts 4:18 (NASB): “And when 
they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.” Peter 
and John let the court know that they could not obey this demand of the court. They said in Acts 4:19-20 
(NASB): “But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to give 
heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;  for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen 
and heard.’”  
The second reason the apostles were arrested was that the witness and action of the church was 
contradicting what the Sadducees taught. They did not believe in resurrection and the church was 
proclaiming that Jesus had been raised from the dead. They did not believe in miracles and the apostles 
were seeing miracle after miracle.  
The third reason that the apostles were arrested was because of the large number of converts to Christ. 
These religious leaders no doubt claimed that they were defending the faith, but in reality they were just 
jealous of the power of God that they saw coming from these apostles. As a result of all of these things, 
they put the apostles in jail.  
What would these apostles do next? Nothing! They obeyed the governing authorities and went without 
resistance to the jail. What happens next is truly amazing. We see in Acts 5:19-20 (NASB): “But during the 
night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, ‘Go, stand and 
speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.’” It isn’t always God’s perfect will to 
release His own from prison, but it was His will here. We are not given the details of how the angel got 
the apostles out of jail, but they were out and the keepers of the prison didn’t even know they were gone 
(v 21-23). This is one of several instances of angels intervening in the lives of God’s people to deliver 
them (Acts 8:26; 10:3, 7; 12:7-11; 27:23). It is ironic that God sent an angel even though the Sadducees 
didn’t believe in angels. Each time Satan brings opposition it only gives God an opportunity to display 
His superior power.  
Notice that the angel gives instruction to the apostles to go back to the temple, and he even tells them 
what to preach. It was “the whole message of this Life” (v 20). That is simply the Gospel. The Life is 
Christ’s life. The Gospel is good news about “this Life” – Christ’s life. That little statement is a great 
summary of The Gospel. “This Life” was God and became man without ceasing to be God. “This Life” 
lived without sin, was nailed to a cross and having taken the sin of all who would repent and believe on 
Him, He absorbed the wrath of a holy God against sin. He died, was buried, and on the third day, “this 
Life” rose from the dead, and after making multiple appearances to His disciples, “this Life ascended back 
to the Father and sent His Holy Spirit, and will one day come again to catch up His bride, the church that 
be will be forever with this Life.” Salvation is when “this Life” comes to live within you in the person of 



His Holy Spirit and then moment by moment lives His life through us. To summarize, the Christian life is 
Christ in us living out His life through us.  
What happens next is almost humorous. The court gathers with all their dignity and pomp and send for the 
apostles who are nowhere to be found! Word comes back in Acts 5:23-24 (NASB): “saying, ‘We found the 
prison house locked quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we had opened up, we 
found no one inside.’ Now when the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, 
they were greatly perplexed about them as to what would come of this.” About that time, they get word in 
Acts 5:25 (NASB): “The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” 
Their attempts to stop the miracles only succeed to multiply the miracles.  
As the trial progresses, the apostles become the prosecutors and the Sanhedrin become the ones on trial. It 
is interesting that in Acts 5:28b (NASB) the High Priest accused the apostles, saying, “…you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” His incredibly short memory 
forgot that he and his associates had said to Pilate in Matthew 27:25b (NASB): “His blood shall be on us 
and on our children!”  
 

III.  The Proclamation by the Disciples (v 29-32) 
The apostles weren’t intimidated by this corrupt court. They chose to obey God and to trust Him to take 
care of the consequences. Their allegiance was already determined. They knew that there was a higher 
court than the Jewish Sanhedrin. This is what boldness looks like. Remember what the apostles and those 
early Christians had prayed back in Acts 4:29 (ESV): “And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to 
your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness.” Boldness isn’t being disrespectful and 
demeaning; it simply states the truth in love and leaves the results up to God. Remember that as you go 
forth to share Christ. Don’t fear the intimidators; the Father will give you boldness. 
In verses 30-32 the accused become the prosecutors. With supernatural boldness, they accuse these Jewish 
leaders of taking the Messiah, whom God had exalted as prince and savior (the only one who could grant 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins), and they had Him hung on a cross. 
 

IV.  The Providential Working of God (v 33-39) 
Learn this: When deep conviction comes upon a person, they tend to repent or react. These Jewish leaders 
in verse 33 were “cut to the quick.” Acts 5:33 (ESV) translates that phrase, “…they were enraged and 
wanted to kill them.” Instead of killing the apostles, God providentially begins to work through the most 
unlikely person – the most highly respected of all the living Rabbis – Gamaliel. This man was a scholar 
who was highly esteemed. Saul of Tarsus, who became the apostle Paul after his conversion, had trained 
under Gamaliel. God in his sovereignty worked through this non-believer to set the apostles free. Oh the 
sovereign, providential working of God! We have no reason to fear as we go boldly with the Gospel. He 
gives grace when there are painful circumstances, and if it is His will to bring you through a situation, He 
can raise up someone to be your advocate or deliverer. Gamaliel was wrong in what he said, but God 
providentially used what he said to bring about the deliverance of the apostles. Gamaliel’s final words 
were prophetic. Acts 5:39 (NASB): “but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you 
may even be found fighting against God." It was God who was behind the actions and words of Gamaliel 
even though this esteemed Jewish Rabbi didn’t know it. Our amazing God can use Gamaliel and He also 
used Balaam’s donkey to speak the truth. 
 

V.  The Perseverance of the Persecuted (v 40-42) 
A flogging was ho minor punishment. It typically involved being beaten with thirty-nine lashes with a 
cane or leather strap. How did they respond? They rejoiced that they had been counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name. Nothing could stop them. Acts 5:42 (NASB): “And every day, in the temple [large 



gatherings] and from house to house [fellowship and small group], they kept right on teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 
 
Conclusion 
 I am deeply burdened that I don’t share the Gospel as a way of life like these first believers and the 
apostles did. I plan to do something about it. I am going to spend time praying that God will so fill me 
that out of the overflow I can share with others. I want to have a holy persistence so strong that nothing 
can stop me. I suspect some of you desire that also. I ask you to join me.  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 


