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Luke 4.14-30 

Kingdoms Collide at a Synagogue in Nazareth 

 

If you paid any attention to the 2011 World Series, the name David Freese 

probably rings a bell.  Freese is the guy who won the World Series for the St. Louis 

Cardinals.  He drove in a total 21 runs during the post season, and won the World 

Series MVP.   

 

And with the Cardinals facing elimination, down to the final strike in the 9
th

 

inning of game 6 of the World Series, Freese hit a 2 run triple to tie the game.  

And then in the 11
th

 inning he hit a lead off home run which led to a win for the 

Cardinals, and catapulted them to finish off the Texas Rangers in game 7 to 

become world champions. 

 

His performance was so amazing that even the great Albert Pujols said, "I 

don't have a word yet to describe David Freese.”  And what’s more, David Freese 

was a hometown boy.  He was born and raised in St. Louis, and he brought the 

World Series to his beloved hometown.   

 

I think it’s safe to say that no one in St. Louis has anything bad to say about 

their hometown boy, David Freese.  Because he did great things for St. Louis.  He 

brought back the glory of the World Series to them, and they’re forever grateful 

for it.   

 

But the case was a whole lot different for Jesus in his hometown of 

Nazareth.  Because in Luke 4, as Jesus returned to his hometown, what he faced 

was opposition and rejection.  Sure, everything seemed great at first. 

 

People were amazed at the things he said.  But ultimately Jesus didn’t bring 

glory to Nazareth, and so—my how quickly things change—instead of praising 

him, they wound up trying to throw him off a cliff! 

 

1. Jesus Begins His Public Ministry (verses 14-15) 

Now, what we have starting in 4.14 is a transition into another section of 

Luke’s Gospel.  From 1.1-4.13 Luke’s been setting the stage for Jesus’ public 

ministry, with the birth accounts of Jesus and John the Baptist, and then John’s 

ministry and Jesus’ Baptism, genealogy, and temptation in the wilderness. 
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And now, here in 4.14, we see Jesus starting off on an itinerant ministry of 

teaching, preaching, and healing around the region of Galilee.  And this section 

will run up to 9.50. 

 

And then there’s sort of a shift in the narrative starting at 9.51, where Luke 

says from that time Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.  And so starting in 9.51 

there’s a steady movement of Jesus toward Jerusalem to be crucified. 

 

Now, that road to Jerusalem is the real reason he came.  That’s how the 

work of redemption will ultimately be accomplished.  And that’s what Luke’s 

Gospel is moving toward.   

 

But this preliminary section about Jesus’ ministry around Galilee is really 

essential.  Because everything prior to the journey toward Jerusalem is formative 

for understanding Jesus’ person and mission. 

 

You see, up to this point in Luke there’ve been various scenes all meant to 

orient our minds to one great reality—Jesus of Nazareth is the very Son of God, 

the one who came to fulfill all the promises made to the patriarchs, the one 

who’d deliver God’s people from their enemies, the heir to David’s throne, and 

the Second Adam. 

 

And now in this section that focuses on his ministry in Galilee, we’ll see him 

going around teaching about the kingdom of God and proving the truth of his 

teaching with miraculous signs.  And as he does that, he’ll gather followers and 

provoke opposition.  

 

So, just before this section, Jesus fasted and underwent testing 40 whole 

days in the wilderness, where he went through a long hard battle with Satan.  And 

now, what does he do?  Take a vacation?   

 

No.  Luke starts off this section in verse 14 by telling us right after those 40 

days Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and started teaching in 

the synagogues around the region.  He essentially goes on a preaching tour!   

 

And, the people all around Galilee are talking about him.  The town’s abuzz 

with this charismatic figure who’s started to teach and preach in their synagogues 

about the kingdom of God.   
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Now, the synagogue was a place where Jews in a given community would 

come together for prayer, Scripture reading, and instruction.  And there weren’t 

any steady ministers at synagogues, so respected men were often invited to come 

read, teach, and preach.   

 

And that explains why Jesus went around to various synagogues 

throughout the region.  Because it wasn’t out of the ordinary for a teacher to go 

around to teach at different synagogues. 

 

In fact, we read about this very thing happening with the Apostle Paul in 

Acts 13 at the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia.  As Paul preached the gospel after 

getting a message from the ruler of the synagogue to give a word of 

encouragement.   

 

And so, as a well-respected teacher, Jesus spoke in the synagogues around 

Galilee.  And Luke tells us in verse 15 that as he taught, he was “glorified” by 

everyone who heard him.   

 

You see, these people were religious Jews who were in anticipation about 

the kingdom of God and hoping and waiting for deliverance.  And here comes this 

Jesus of Nazareth teaching about the kingdom and sounding like a great prophet.  

And so the people around Galilee are stirred up with excitement over this new 

teacher and his message. 

 

2. Jesus’ Teaching at Nazareth (verses 16-27) 

Starting in verse 16, Luke gives this specific example of one Sabbath day in 

the synagogue at Nazareth.  And so on this particular day, Jesus went to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath, as was his custom, stood up, read a passage, and then 

sat down and gave a brief exposition of it. 

 

Now, the passage he reads in verses 18-19 is Isaiah 61.1-2.  It’s a carefully 

selected passage.  But there are a couple changes from the original to what’s 

cited in Luke’s Gospel.   

 

The biggest differences are that Luke includes the language of opening the 

eyes of the blind which is taken from Isaiah 42.7.  And the end of Isaiah 61.2 

about the day of God’s vengeance isn’t included. 
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Now, the passage is significant here because of its emphasis on the 

Messiah’s anointing with the Spirit.  Because we’ve already seen in the account of 

Jesus’ Baptism, temptation, and at the very beginning of this section with Christ 

coming to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, that the presence and power of the 

Spirit upon Jesus is a prominent theme in Luke’s Gospel.   

 

And the description of the Messiah’s work in Isaiah 61 really gives a 

foretaste for what we’ll see throughout Jesus’ ministry.  Because it hits on themes 

that were all present in what came before and what’ll happen later. 

 

Because it talks about the anointing with the Spirit, proclaiming good news 

to the poor, bringing liberty to captives and the oppressed, and the year of the 

Lord’s favor—the age of restoration and fulfillment the Messiah would bring, 

which the prophets anticipated that Jesus came to bring.  

 

And then, when the reading was done, Jesus calmly rolled up the scroll, 

gave it back to the attendant, and sat down to give a brief exposition of it.  And 

the first part of his exposition was fairly simple and straightforward: I’m the one 

Isaiah was writing about—“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

 

And in applying this passage from Isaiah 61 to himself, we see that Jesus 

knew well that the Spirit was upon him.  And he’s utterly convinced at this point 

that he was anointed as the promised Messiah foretold by Isaiah.  Really, the 

whole complex of events up to this point could lead to no other conclusion, could 

it?   

 

The Baptism, the voice from heaven, the Spirit coming down on him in the 

form of a dove, the 40 day testing in the wilderness, entering into the experience 

of Israel, and the defeat of Satan all shout loud and clear that Jesus of Nazareth is 

the long awaited Christ—the Son of God—the fulfillment of everything the fathers 

and prophets hoped for.  

 

And Luke tells us in verse 22 that the response to what Jesus said at first 

was that “all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were 

coming from his mouth.”   
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Now remember, the whole region’s abuzz at this point about Jesus.  

Because we know from verse 15 that he’d already been going around teaching in 

synagogues and the people praised him.  So, there’s no opposition at this point—

just amazement and maybe perplexity. 

 

And so, at least initially, Jesus was accepted.  People were excited, and at 

this point they seem willing to hear him out.  But the problem came when Jesus 

further expounded on his mission.  Because he didn’t just stop with saying that he 

came to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 

You see, “The year of the Lord’s favor”— That’s all well and good— sounds 

really nice, doesn’t it?  Jesus didn’t even read that part about the day of God’s 

vengeance.  If you were in that synagogue, you’d probably be thinking deliverance 

from Roman oppression is right around the corner! 

 

And, after all, this is Jesus of Nazareth.  He’s the home town boy come back 

with good news!  Surely, if he really is who he’s saying he is, he’ll do great things 

for us!  We must be those oppressed people he came to deliver!  Because he plays 

for the home team.” 

 

And they’re amazed at his speaking and his authority.  At the end of verse 

22, we see them saying, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  Now, that question can be 

taken in one of two ways.   

 

Either opposition—“This guy’s just the son of a carpenter from Nazareth, so 

what does he know?”  Or it could just be a statement of amazement.  An example 

of what Luke already said: they were all amazed at the gracious words coming out 

of his mouth. 

 

In that second view, they’re basically saying, “How could somebody from 

this region, who’s family we all know, speak like this man does?”  And given what 

Luke just said in the first part of the verse about their reaction, the question’s 

better taken as an example of their amazement—How’s this even possible?  

 

But they clearly didn’t get it.  Because they expected a special blessing for 

themselves just because Jesus was from Nazareth.  But that wasn’t what he came 

to do.  He didn’t come to bless people just because of their national heritage or 

geographical location. 
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So, as the people were standing by marveling at the gracious words he was 

speaking, he pointed out what was really in their hearts.  And so he anticipated 

and even provoked their rejection of him.   

 

As we see in verse 23, that he tells them they’ll cite this popular proverb to 

him: “Physician, heal yourself!”   And the application of that saying in this 

situation is that the people of Nazareth wanted Jesus to do in his own hometown 

what they apparently heard he did elsewhere. 

 

And notice there’s a hint of unbelief in what Jesus says they’re thinking.  

“What we heard you did in Capernaum.”  Not “what you did,” but what we heard 

you did.   

 

You see, Jesus anticipates something like a demand for proof.  He saw into 

their hearts and knew they were going to press him to perform signs to prove his 

identity and satisfy their curiosity, just like Satan did in the wilderness.  

 

And so, knowing their opposition to what his mission will be, Jesus goes on 

in verse 24 to say that “no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.”  Now, Why is 

that?  Why is it that no prophet’s accepted in his hometown? 

 

Well, it’s because people expect to receive favor from the hometown boy.  

But true prophets never offer anything like that. They’re no respecters of persons.  

They don’t play favorites.  They tell it like it is.  They speak the word of God, which 

often stands in direct opposition to the status quo of a given society. 

 

And so, Jesus makes it clear that no one particular people group or 

geographical location had any special claim to this year of the Lord’s favor he’s 

been sent to proclaim.  And to prove that he points in verses 25-27 to two biblical 

prophets who prefigured his own ministry—Elijah and Elisha.   

 

You see, both Elijah and Elisha anticipated Jesus’ ministry because they 

were sent to Gentiles who were poor and outcast.  The account of Elijah and the 

widow of Zarephath is in 1 Kings 17.  And the story of Elisha and Naaman the 

Syrian is in 2 Kings 5.   

 

Jesus takes each of those stories and makes the point that God showed 

favor to foreigners over Israelites by sending his prophets to them.  Elijah and 
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Elisha had plenty of people to help in Israel.  But the Lord sent them to a widow of 

Sidon and a Syrian leper. 

 

So the point’s that Jesus is the true prophet.  And he’s making it clear that 

he’s following in line with the prophets of old.  The people of Israel didn’t have 

exclusive rights to the ministry of Elijah and Elisha.   

 

And Jesus’ ministry will be the same way.  It’s not for anyone but him and 

his Father to determine when and where and for whom he’d perform miracles.  

We saw that last week when he resisted the devil and we see it again here. 

 

And Israel itself was always called to be a light to the nations—to be a holy 

nation that cared for the oppressed and outcast.  And the fact that Jesus finds 

precedent in Elijah and Elisha shows that this isn’t anything new.  God’s plan all 

along was for the outcast, the downtrodden, the foreigner—widows and lepers.  

And that’s exactly the mission Jesus will engage in. 

 

And so, we see here that on top of being the heir to David’s throne, Jesus is 

also the True Prophet.  He can see into people’s hearts, read their thoughts, he 

predicts their actions.  And in response he tells them he’ll do the same sorts of 

things the prophets of old did.  Because he’s both the fulfillment of prophecy and 

he also stands in the line of the prophets. 

 

3. Jesus Opposed at Nazareth (verses 28-30) 

And then, in verse 28 we see that as Jesus finished talking, the people at 

the synagogue were furious.  Literally they’re filled with wrath.  They weren’t just 

mad, or pretty upset.  But they were filled with wrath.   

 

You see, at first they marveled and spoke well of him.  They were waiting 

with anticipation, hanging on his every word.  But then when Jesus got really 

specific about his mission, they opposed him with extreme hatred.   

 

And remember, these are the religious people.  They worshipped at the 

synagogue.  They’re apparently attentive to the preaching of the word.  But they 

utterly opposed Jesus and his ministry. 

 

And the reason?  It’s because he said that he’s going to heal foreigners.  

See, they’re filled with national pride and arrogance.  They just can’t handle the 
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idea that a Jew from their own region with great power wouldn’t favor them over 

other people. 

 

So, they all got up, rushed him down a hill, and they’re about to throw him 

off a cliff!  It’s a lynch mob!  But Jesus just passes right on through.  He goes right 

between them without even being harmed. 

 

And notice the similarity with Satan’s final temptation.  He tried to get 

Jesus to throw himself down from the temple.  And here this mob is inspired to 

throw him off a cliff.  And just as Jesus walked away from the battle with Satan 

unscathed, so he does here as well.  

 

And this whole account is really typical of Jesus’ whole ministry, isn’t it?  

Because here we have preaching about his person and his mission, opposition, 

and Jesus’ eventual release from death. 

 

Now, Jesus knew all along he’d be opposed for his message.  But that didn’t 

stop him.  Notice how offensive what he said is.  He’s bringing the good news to 

outsiders.  To those rejected and oppressed and pushed to the fringes of 

society—even Gentiles!   

 

But what’s the equivalent for us?  What sorts of things are you called to do 

as a Christian that you find offensive?  Or other people might consider offensive? 

 

Maybe it’s praying for and loving your enemies—people at work you really 

have a hard time dealing with.  Maybe you have a tendency to focus on showing 

love to people with more money or influence than those who can’t give anything 

in return. 

 

You see, we all need to ask ourselves whether or not we’re really on board 

with this kind of mission.  The mission of Jesus and his kingdom.  The mission of 

bringing the gospel to the poor and outcast—those driven to the fringes of 

society. 

 

The mission of caring for the least and the lost, regardless of the loss it’ll 

bring us or the opposition we might face.  That’s the mission of Jesus.  And it’s the 

mission his body’s still to be engaged in. 
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And notice also the balance in what Jesus reads and what he says between 

word and deed.  The passage he reads in the synagogue begins and ends with 

proclamation—speaking.  But in there’s also an emphasis on action—doing.   

 

Jesus came to proclaim good news, liberty, and the year of the Lord’s favor.  

But he also came to bring recovery of sight to the blind and to set free those 

who’re oppressed. 

 

Now, of course, Christ is the one who fulfills Isaiah 61, not us.  His teaching 

and his redemptive work on our behalf is the content of the gospel we preach and 

celebrate—it’s the very reason we’re in this room.   

But our lives and ministries as the body of the risen Christ are to be 

patterned the same way—word and deed working together. 

 

We speak the gospel to people.  We proclaim the Lord’s favor in Christ—the 

forgiveness of sins and new life through his death and resurrection.  But we also 

exemplify that reality of new life in our own lives, both as individuals in the world 

and together as the Church. 

 

You see, good deeds go together with the word of the gospel to adorn and 

verify the truth of the word we preach.  Not that the word’s dependent on us.  

But that people won’t see it for what it truly is if we don’t live in such a way that 

its impact is evident in our lives. 

 

People should see the life and character of Jesus in both what we say and in 

how we live.  Because good deeds done in the name of Christ are like ornaments 

on a Christmas tree.   

 

Sure, a tree’s still a tree without the ornaments.  But the ornaments make it 

attractive to people—they make it beautiful.  They make it stand out.  And that’s 

just what works of love do for the word of the gospel—they adorn it and make it 

beautiful.   

 

And sure, when you live like that, there’ll be opposition.  People might even 

want to throw you off a cliff because they find what you do and say offensive.  But 

that doesn’t change the calling.  It didn’t for Jesus and it shouldn’t for us.   
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And, friends, we have the blessed hope that whatever opposition we face 

in this life, we’ll be released from the hands of our enemies and from death itself 

because of what Christ has done for us.  As Paul assures us in Romans 16.20—the 

God of peace will soon crush Satan himself under your feat.    


