
“After God’s Own Heart” 

1 Samuel 13:14 

(Preached at Trinity, February 26, 2017) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. God blessed Saul with the powerful gifts to enable him to lead Israel as their first king. 

We read of him in Chapter 10 that the Spirit of God came upon him mightily, that God 

changed his heart; that he was changed into another man. 

2. God promised His blessings if Israel and her new king would serve God alone. 

1 Samuel 12:14 NAU - "If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, and listen to 
His voice and not rebel against the command of the LORD, then both you and 
also the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God."  

3. But sadly, Saul’s heart was not fixed upon obeying God’s Word. He was told to wait for 

seven days until Samuel arrived with a word from God. But Saul did not wait. He offered 

up the offering before Samuel arrived. He received a sharp rebuke from God’s prophet: 

1 Samuel 13:13-14 NAU - "You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, for now the 
LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  14 "But now 
your kingdom shall not endure."  

4. At the end of Verse 14 we find the first mention of David—but not by name. It would be 

through David that God would make a covenant for an everlasting Kingdom ultimately 

fulfilled through Christ.  

5. In Verse 14 he is referred to as a “man after His own heart.” David is the only person 

given this designation. David’s life was marked by both success and failure. We find in 

him many of the weaknesses that plague us all, and yet we find him described as a man 

after God’s own heart. 

6. What does this mean—that David was a man after God’s own heart? Scripture doesn’t 

answer this question directly. This statement is being made while David is still in his 

youth, yet God has set him apart. Whatever it means we must understand it was of God’s 

doing. God isn’t moved by the goodness of man because we have no goodness of our 

own. 

Romans 3:10-12 NAS - "as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one;  
11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;  12 All have 
turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, 
There is not even one."  

7. The Hebrew name for David means “beloved one.” This describes David as one chosen 

and loved by God. The text tells us David was a man after God’s own heart. It isn’t 

telling us about the place God is held in David’s heart.  

8. It was God who made David what he was. David is described as a man after God’s own 

heart—chosen by God, beloved of God, equipped by God. While the text isn’t really 

telling us about David’s heart specifically, it does imply that this one after God’s own 

heart would have a unique heart of his own in contrast to Saul’s heart. The CSV 

translates it 1 Samuel 13:14 CSBO - "The LORD has found a man loyal to Him"  
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While Saul’s heart seems bent on sin, even from his youth David seemed to be of a 

different sort. Tonight I want us to examine God’s Word as we ponder what a man after 

God’s own heart looks like.  

 

I. From an early age David shows himself to be a man of faith 

 A. David trusted God even as a boy 

1 Samuel 17:37 - "The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and 
from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."  
1. Coming against Goliath was an impossible task. Goliath was a giant that 

stood over nine feet tall. He was an experienced warrior. David was just a 

boy, inexperienced in warfare. 

2. What kind of faith would lead a teenage boy to stand boldly before such a 

warrior as Goliath? It was a faith that knew God. God was a living reality 

in David’s life. 

3. David’s entire life was a testimony of faith 

Psalm 18:2-6 NAU - "The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield 
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  3 I call upon the 
LORD, who is worthy to be praised, And I am saved from my 
enemies.  4 The cords of death encompassed me, And the torrents 
of ungodliness terrified me.  5 The cords of Sheol surrounded me; 
The snares of death confronted me.  6 In my distress I called upon 
the LORD, And cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of 
His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears."  
Psalm 56:3-4 NAU - "When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.  4 
In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not 
be afraid. What can mere man do to me?"  

 B. Faith is simply trusting God 

1. How often, however, do we walk in unbelief? We fear, we worry, we 

doubt. Our giants rise up and threaten us.  

  2. God is well-pleased when we trust Him 

Proverbs 3:5-8 NAU - "Trust in the LORD with all your heart And 
do not lean on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.  7 Do not 
be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.  
8 It will be healing to your body And refreshment to your bones."  
Psalm 37:3-5 NAU - "Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the 
land and cultivate faithfulness.  4 Delight yourself in the LORD; And 
He will give you the desires of your heart.  5 Commit your way to the 
LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it."  

3. By faith David was confident that God was on His side; that God was for 

Him—that he was a man after God’s own heart. 

   Psalm 56:9 NAU - "This I know, that God is for me."  
Psalm 118:6 NAU - "The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can 
man do to me?"  
a. Saul doubted God’s powerful protection and took things into his 

own hands.  

b. David knew that all power rested in God and that God was on His side. 
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II. David had a heart for God – the man after God’s own heart has his heart turned towards 

God. This is the evidence that God has turned His heart towards us. 

 A. David’s heart was filled with a passion for God 

  1. David’s desire for God was compared with a deer dying of thirst 

Psalm 42:1-2 NAS - "As the deer pants for the water brooks, So 
my soul pants for Thee, O God.  2 My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God; When shall I come and appear before God?"  

  2. The person who pants after God continually seeks Him in prayer 

David’s life was characterized by prayer 

Psalm 5:2-3 NAU - "Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King 
and my God, For to You I pray.  3 In the morning, O LORD, You will 
hear my voice; In the morning I will order my prayer to You and 
eagerly watch."  
Psalm 27:7 NAU - "Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice, And 
be gracious to me and answer me."  
a. Those after God’s own heart seek Him continually 

b. Martyn Lloyd-Jones – “There is nothing that tells the truth about us 

as Christians so much as our prayer life.” 

 B. This heart for God will lead to obedience 

  1. David loved the Law of God and wanted his life conformed to it 

Psalm 119:18 KJV - "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law."  
Psalm 119:34 KJV - "Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart."  
Psalm 119:43-44 KJV - "And take not the word of truth utterly out 
of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments.  44 So shall I keep 
thy law continually for ever and ever."  
Psalm 119:97-99 KJV - "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation 
all the day.  98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.  99 I have more 
understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my 
meditation."  

  2. This is what it means to love God 

1 John 5:3 NAU - "For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome."  

3. Saul followed the way of fallen humanity 

   a. He despised God’s Word 

   b. Fallen humanity hates the authority of God 

c. God wanted a man who would follow His commands—a man after 

God’s own heart. 

4. Blaikie – “If Saul could not get it into his mind that he ought to rule for 

God, David could not have gotten it out of his mind if he tried.” 1 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Blaikie, William Garden. (2005). Expository Lectures on the Book of 1 Samuel (p. 216). 

Birmingham: Solid Ground Christian Books. 
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 C. Those who are after God’s own heart want to be near Him 

  1. David loved to worship 

Psalm 5:7 NAU - "But as for me, by Your abundant lovingkindness 
I will enter Your house, At Your holy temple I will bow in reverence 
for You."  
Psalm 27:4 NAU - "One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I 
shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days 
of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD And to meditate in His 
temple."  
Psalm 84:10 NAU - "For a day in Your courts is better than a 
thousand outside."  

  2. David’s life was continually filled with praise 

Psalm 8:9 NAU - "O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name 
in all the earth!"  

 D. David’s heart overflowed with thanksgiving 

Psalm 9:1 NAU - "I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart; I will 
tell of all Your wonders."  
Psalm 118:1 NAU - "Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His 
lovingkindness is everlasting."  

  1. The thankful man always has his eye upon God’s goodness 

2. The problem of lost humanity is they fail to recognize the goodness of 

God. They are not thankful for His rich blessings.  

   They think they deserve all good things from God. 

3. The man after God’s own heart has his heart continually filled with 

thanksgiving towards God.  

Psalm 7:17 NAU - " I will give thanks to the LORD according to His 
righteousness And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most 
High."  

 

III. As a man after God’s own heart David had a right view of sin 

 A. David was not free from sin – he was an adulterer and murderer. 

1. He understood the dangers of lust. He was personally overcome by 

looking upon the beauty of a woman.  

2 Samuel 11:2 NAU - "Now when evening came David arose from 
his bed and walked around on the roof of the king's house, and 
from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very 
beautiful in appearance."  

  2. He knew the wickedness of the heart in trying to cover up sin 

   He tried to entice Bathsheba’s husband to be with his wife 

   When that didn’t work he schemed to have Uriah killed in war 

3. David was blinded to his sin until Nathan the prophet exposed him. We all 

know Nathan’s words, “Thou art the man.” 

2 Samuel 12:9 NAU - "Why have you despised the word of the 
LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon."  
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 B. David repented of his sin with sorrow and tears 

  1. He confessed his sin 

Psalm 51:3-4 NAU - "For I know my transgressions, And my sin is 
ever before me. 4 Against You, You only, I have sinned And done 
what is evil in Your sight"  

  2. He cried out to God for mercy and forgiveness 

Psalm 51:7-9 NAU - "Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  8 Make me to hear joy 
and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken rejoice.  9 
Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities."  
Psalm 25:11 NAU - "For Your name's sake, O LORD, Pardon my 
iniquity, for it is great."  

 C. The man after God’s own heart is the one who looks to Christ as Lord and Savior 

  1. This is the one who is beloved of God 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 NAU - "But we should always give thanks to 
God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth."  

2. The one after God’s own heart is the one who loves the Lord Jesus Christ 

with his whole heart.  

    

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. The expression, “after God’s own heart” is a glorious expression of hope. It describes 

God’s mercy as He determines to love and call sinners to Himself. It describes His 

transforming grace as He transforms sinners, giving them a new heart. 

2. God takes those after His own heart and turns their hearts to Him. This is what God did 

for David. But it is also what God has done for all of the elect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


