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!
“COVENANTAL LOVE”!!

I. Introduction !
A. David was in serious trouble.  !

1. The most powerful man in Israel was bent on destroying him.  !
2. He was a man on the run.  !
3. We saw last week that David responded to this plight by fleeing to 

Samuel.  !
4. That was the right thing to do.  !
5. In fleeing to Samuel, David was turning to the Lord.  !
6. Samuel was the prophet of the Lord, which meant that he was the 

source of the word of the Lord.  !
7. David wanted to know the will of God as he faced this situation.  !
8. He did not seek God’s will by looking inside himself, but by 

looking to the one through whom God delivered his word.  !
9. This should be our first response whenever trouble comes.  !
10. We should look to the Lord and seek his will by going to his Word 

and to those who have been called to minister that Word to us.  !
B. David’s actions here in chapter 20 do not stand in conflict with his turning 

to Samuel in chapter 19.  !
1. They complement it.  !
2. After first looking to the Lord in his time of need, David then 

looked for help from someone whom he trusted, someone who was 
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bound to him by covenant.  !
3. He turned to his friend Jonathan, who also happened to be Saul’s 

son.  !
II. The Covenant Tested (1-23)  !

A. David went to Jonathan because he wanted to know why Saul was after 
him.  !
1. David realized by now that this was more than just madness on 

Saul’s part.  !
2. It was far too intentional and persistent for that.  !
3. David wanted to know if he had done something to provoke Saul.  !
4. He was not aware of anything that he had done wrong, but he 

asked Jonathan to tell him if that was the case.  !
5. He asked, “What have I done?  What is my guilt?  And what is my 

sin before your father, that he seeks my life?”  !
6. There was also an implied appeal to Jonathan in those questions.  !
7. David was asking his friend to help him as he faced this deadly 

threat.  !
B. Jonathan’s initial response was to express his disbelief.  !

1. He was apparently unaware of what transpired in the latter half of 
chapter 19.  !

2. He pointed out to David that he was in his father’s inner circle of 
counselors.  !

3. Nothing had been said to him to suggest that Saul was once again 
seeking David’s life.  !
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4. As far as Jonathan was concerned, the oath that Saul made back at 
the beginning of chapter 19 was still being honored.  !

C. This is a decisive moment in Jonathan’s and David’s friendship.  !
1. The covenant that they made with each other is being put to the 

test. !
2. If David turns out to be correct, whose side will Jonathan be on?  !
3. Will he be loyal to his father, or will he keep his covenant with 

David? !
D. David points out that it is no surprise that Saul has left Jonathan out of the 

loop with regard to his murderous policy toward David.  !
1. Saul knows that David is Jonathan’s friend.  !
2. Saul is not going to tell Jonathan about his desire to kill David.  !
3. After hearing David’s solemn assertion that his life is in danger, 

Jonathan agrees to help in whatever way David wants.  !
4. David sets up a plan for how Jonathan can learn of his father’s 

attitude toward David.  !
5. The plan involves the new moon celebration, which was a festival 

of solemn rejoicing at the start of each month in Israel.  !
6. As David explains his idea to Jonathan, he adds the following plea:  

“deal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant 
into a covenant with you.”  !

7. The phrase “deal kindly” translates the important Hebrew word 
hesed, a term that is often used to describe God’s covenant love for 
his people.  !

8. David is asking Jonathan to act with covenant loyalty towards him.  !
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E. Those words would have resonated with the original readers of this 
passage, and they should resonate with us as well.  !
1. The covenant bond between David and Jonathan was a picture of 

the covenant bond between God and his people.  !
2. As Dale Ralph Davis explains, “The text is not merely describing a 

relation of David and Jonathan; rather, the text is extending its 
comfort to any Israelite who will receive it.  Its message is:  In 
confusion and trouble, you take yourself to the one person who has 
made a covenant with you.  In David’s disintegrating world there 
was yet one space of sanity, one refuge still intact — Jonathan.  
There was a covenant; there David could expect hesed.  There was 
kindness in a raw world.” [207];  !

3. Even if the whole world is against us, as Christians we know that 
we have a place of refuge.  !

4. We take refuge in Christ as he is clothed in the promise that is held 
forth in the gospel.  !

5. In Christ, the Lord binds us to himself.  !
6. He will always deal kindly with us.  !
7. Moreover, we can look to our fellow believers for help amid the 

troubles that we face.  !
8. Even if we feel like we are all alone in the world, we need to 

remember that the Lord always keeps a remnant for himself, just as 
he did in the days of Elijah.  !

F. Jonathan responds to David by reaffirming his covenant loyalty to his 
friend.  !
1. He promises that he will tell him if he learns that his father has 

plans to harm him.  !
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2. Then he says, “May the LORD be with you, as he has been with my 
father.”  !

3. In saying this, Jonathan is referring to the Lord’s initial anointing of 
Saul as Israel’s king.  !

4. He is expressing his hope that David will take the place of his 
father on the throne.  !

5. This was an extraordinary thing for Jonathan to say.  !
6. Remember, Jonathan was the crown prince.  !
7. He was the next in line for the throne.  !
8. But as we have seen in the previous chapters, he has given that up 

and acknowledged that David should take his place.  !
9. Even though aligning himself with David means the end of his 

claim on the throne, he maintains his allegiance to his friend.  !
10. He even prays that the Lord will take vengeance on David’s 

enemies.  !
11. If David is right about Saul, this will mean that Jonathan is praying 

for the downfall of his own father.  !
G. In verses 14-16, we see that the covenant between these two men was not 

at all one-sided.  !
1. Jonathan employs covenantal terminology to bind David to be loyal 

to him and his house.  !
2. He asks David to show him steadfast love — there is that word 

hesed again — as long as he, Jonathan, remains alive.  !
3. He also asks David to show that same love to Jonathan’s house 

when the Lord cuts off his enemies and brings him to the throne.  !
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4. The thing that makes this stand out is that this is not how rulers in 
the ancient world dealt with the remaining family members of their 
predecessors.  !

5. The normal thing to do if you replaced a dynasty was to wipe out 
all remnants of that dynasty when you took the throne.  !

6. This only made sense.  !
7. It protected you from rival claimants to power.  !
8. While Jonathan himself did not survive to see David become king 

in Israel, we will see in 2 Samuel 9 that David upheld what 
Jonathan bound him to here.  !

9. He showed steadfast love to Jonathan’s crippled son 
Mephibosheth.  !

III. The Covenant Kept (24-42)  !
A. After setting up their plan, as well as a way in which Jonathan could 

safely communicate his findings to David, the two men went their 
separate ways. !
1. For Jonathan, this meant attending the new moon celebration with 

his father.  !
2. We might wonder why Saul would have expected David to join 

him at this feast when it was clear that he was seeking David’s life.  !
3. What we have to remember, though, is that Saul had not made any 

public announcements concerning David since the oath that he 
made back in chapter 19.  !

4. Even though David knows that Saul is out to kill him, Saul could 
protest his innocence and charge David with insubordination for 
being absent from the feast.  !
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B. As Jonathan sat down at the feast with his father, David’s seat was 
conspicuously empty.  !
1. The writer tells us that while Saul took notice of this, he did not say 

anything about it at first. !
2. The first day, he reasoned that David was ceremonially unclean, 

something that would not be unusual given David’s involvement 
in the continual warfare against the Philistines.  !

3. But on the second day, Saul questioned Jonathan about David’s 
absence.  !

4. When Jonathan gave the answer that he and David had devised, 
Saul responded just as David expected.  !

5. He cursed Jonathan and accused him of aligning himself with 
David.  !

6. Then he said this, “as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, 
neither you nor your kingdom shall be established.”  !

7. Saul was right about that.  !
8. Jonathan knew that he was right, yet he still chose to be loyal to 

David.  !
9. Jonathan was not focused on establishing his own kingdom.  !
10. He was seeking first God’s kingdom.  !

C. When Jonathan protested against Saul’s command for David to be put to 
death, Saul responded by hurling his spear at his own son.  !
1. Saul treated Jonathan in the same way that he had treated David.  !
2. Jonathan’s friendship with David made him an enemy of his own 

father.  !
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3. This reminds us of what Jesus said about how he did not come to 
bring peace but a sword.  !

4. He came to set a man against his own father. (see Mt. 10:34ff)  !
5. Those who bind themselves in covenant to Christ will find that all 

of those who are opposed to Christ are now opposed to them.  !
6. As Jesus said, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 

before it hated you.” (Jn. 15:18)  !
D. The chapter concludes by telling us how Jonathan kept his promise to 

David by following through with their prearranged signal involving the 
arrows being shot in the field.  !
1. Once the signal was given, Jonathan and David apparently decided 

that the coast was clear enough to risk a face-to-face meeting.  !
2. Aside from the brief meeting recounted in chapter 23, this is the last 

time the two friends will see each other.  !
3. David expresses his gratitude for Jonathan’s loyalty by bowing 

himself before Jonathan.  !
4. Both of the men weep over what their plan had confirmed, 

weeping not only for themselves but for each other.  !
5. And as they part ways, Jonathan sends his friend off with the 

words, “Go in peace.”  !
6. Those words may seem a little strange given the context in which 

they were spoken. !
7. David’s circumstances were far from peaceful.  !
8. Nevertheless, he was at peace with Jonathan because of the 

covenant that they had sworn between each other.  !
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9. Though David will face many more trials before he comes to the 
throne, the one thing that he can be sure of is that Jonathan will be 
loyal to him.  !

IV. Conclusion !
A. Jonathan’s pledge of friendship provided David with one place of security 

in an otherwise unstable situation.  !
B. This is a picture of the security that we have when our trust is in the Lord.  !
C. Because the Lord is our very present help in trouble, we need not fear 

though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the 
heart of the sea, though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains 
tremble at its swelling.  !

D. The nations will rage, and the kingdoms will totter.  !
E. Yet the steadfast, loyal, covenantal love of God assures us that the Lord of 

hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  


