
Biblical Wisdom During Economic Uncertainty

Proverbs 23:4-5 - Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. [5] When your 
eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.
I would like to begin this morning by reading a select collection of church letters. None of the 
letters are older than December 26th, of 2008. All of them are Southern Baptists, who has a 
membership and staff in proportionate to our size. My friend Pastor Johnson at FBCSJ 
compiled 72 different letters from church websites. Here are just a few: 
Letter 1 - “The Most Cooperative” -  Solanas Baptist Church, Solanas Florida

Last month over 230 members and attenders met for dinner, fellowship, and to hear our 
financial plans for 2009. Let me first thank everyone who was able to attend. This large 
turn-out revealed your concern and commitment to our church. …..I would like to restate 
my opening sentence in that meeting: “Iʼm counting on you to resist the temptation to 
put your faith and your church down at the bottom of the list of things you do not have to 
do or pay for.”
I also shared a recent study that was released in January by LifeWay Research, an arm 
of our Southern Baptist Convention, which concluded a “serious economic crisis” could 
close the doors of 25% of the new church starts….. With our giving continuing to drop, 
the group heard reports from various ministries of what they were going to do to cut 
expenses: The Facilities Team has suspended the renovation that is taking place in The 
Chapel; they have returned the new lights for the Parking Lot, and cancelled the order 
for our New Church Sign. 
In addition our Hospitality Team will not serve their monthly Senior Citizen breakfast; we 
have cancelled all church retreats and conference; we have notified the MOPS and 
MADD organizations that we will not be able to house their meetings after March. We 
are also canceling our Saturday night Worship Service. All guest speakers for this year 
have been rescheduled..... Our faithful minister of music has cancelled our annual Choir 
Gala and Auction. Furthermore, we will not have an Easter or Christmas Cantata this 
year. Our youth ministry will meet only once a month for Friday Fun Night rather than 
every week. We are going back to volunteer nursery staff rather than a paid nursery 
staff.
Again, I wish to thank our church for your unity and acceptance of these major cuts and 
adjustments. Your willingness to sacrifice in these areas, and to do so with unity, has 
been the greatest testimony of cooperation that I have witnessed in 30 years of leading 
a church.  

Letter 2 - “The Most Ironic” -  Admore Baptist Church, N. H. 
This letter appeared in a churchʼs newsletter posted online on December 26, 2008. The 
letter is entitled: Weʼre Making Cuts While Keeping Faith:   As you know our lease on 
our building will go up from $1,200 a month to $1,800 a month starting in January. With 
our giving the lowest in our 8 year history, we are asking you for an end of the year 
financial gift. For the younger and smaller churches there are no bailouts for us and we 
are depending on you. 
We have no exact road maps to follow in these times. If the recession continues into 
next year, we may have to take more drastic measures. Our leaders are in weekly 
meetings with a few other churches to see if we can merge with them. However, if giving 
does not increase or another opportunity does not open soon, we will have to close our 
doors….
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Letter 3 - “The Most Personable and Transparent” -  First Baptist Church of Granger, TX
Today Iʼm writing every member of FBC of Granger, TX. Why? Because if things were 
reversed—if I was a member of this church and you were the pastor—I would want to 
know what Iʼm about to tell you. In fact, I might actually be a little upset with you if you 
didnʼt tell me.
About eighteen months ago, we began to feel some pressure in our finances. The 
offerings began to level off and even began to decrease a little bit. This wasnʼt new…
weʼve faced some ups and downs in giving through the history of the church, and our 
financial systems are built to give us warning signals so we can make mid-course 
corrections. But this time, it hasnʼt let up. I believe the economic realities in our 
community and across the country are impacting our families in significant ways. And 
many economists and financial experts tell us that our economy is going to get worse 
before it gets better. But since we canʼt print money (like the US Government), and 
since weʼve decided to be responsible with our money (unlike the recently bailed-out 
A.I.G.), we have had to make several difficult decisions along the way…
• Iʼve frozen all our staff salaries. 
• We have now moved to cut our budget the third time. We will not be purchasing any 
office equipment; putting off preventative maintenance or facility projects, emailing more 
and mailing less, cutting out bulletins and other promotional materials.  
• Also, the economic reality means weʼve had to say “no” to some ministry opportunities. 
There are some things we want to do, people we want to reach, lives that we know 
could be impacted—but we just wonʼt do it until we are able. Regretfully, we are 
suspending our cooperative program gifts and special offerings for the rest of the year. 

Letter 4 - “The Most Sinful” (Protect their identity) This is a church in our own 
association. The pastor is in his late sixties….

The financial situation in this country has gotten worrisome. The financial situation in the 
whole world has gotten worrisome! Iʼm worried, and Iʼll bet most of you are worried too.
The financial situation in our church is worrisome, too. Our church campus is now 
dropping in value while our mortgage stays the same. We have noticed a 40% decrease 
in giving since this time two years ago.  
Forget the church, many of us are finding that our personal financial situations are 
worrisome! If youʼre like me and much of your retirement money is invested in stocks, 
you have been watching your retirement savings dwindle. Hey, I still have an account in 
Washington Mutual — you know, that bank that went belly up a couple of months ago? 
— and Iʼm in the process of getting my money out. On top of whatʼs going wrong with 
stocks and the banks, the price of everything is going up. And for those of you who own 
your own home — well, weʼve all seen our property values to drop.
OK. We all know whatʼs going on, and I donʼt need to recap the news for you. I am 
writing to announce some ministry closures until farther notice:…..

Letter 5 - “The Most Evangelistic” - Redeemer Baptist Church in Cleveland OH
GOOD NEWS; BAD NEWS 
First, THE BAD NEWS-- 
“Our gifts and pledges are down 25%” 
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“Winter church attendance and Sunday School has declined 13%” 
“The Church Approved the closing of our Christian School and selling the property” 
“We had to let go our youth minister” 
“People continue to die in their sins”
Now….THE GOOD NEWS— 
John 3:16
Romans 3:23  "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." - Admit that you 
are a sinner.
Romans 6:23a  "...The wages of sin is death..."  - Understand that you deserve death 
for your sin.
Romans 6:23b  "...But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."  - 
Ask God to forgive you and save you.
Romans 5:8,  "God demonstrates His own love for us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us!" - Give your life to God... His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is 
your only hope to have forgiveness and change.  
Romans 10:13  "Whoever will call on the name of the Lord  will be saved!" - Call out to 
God and trust in !
With these difficulties in our church, donʼt forget the main thing. Keep your passion 
kindle with the warm fires of the gospel. Our financial situation is nothing compared to 
the eternal destination of an unbeliever. 

This avalanche of letters exemplifies the economic struggles that many churches are 
facing.  Church finances usually reflect the financial situation of their congregation. 
Most people are struggling financially.
Many variables: bad financial principles, the consequence of sub-prime lending; insufficient 
bank liquidity, poor credit management, foolish bailouts, expansive stimulus bills; ponzi 
schemes; de-leveraging; decreasing profits; massive layoffs; foreclosures; bank failures; loss 
of retirement funds….  
When you put of these issues together: they form the PERFECT FINANCIAL STORM. 

Question: What should be our response to such financial uncertainties? 
Where do you go in the Bible for cost-saving, expense-reducing, long-term, financial goals for 
the church?  Too bad there isnʼt a whole book in the Bible just devoted to this issue: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Bankrupticus... 
To make things even more interesting: the “Church” in Bible did not have BUILDINGS. It was 
over 300 years after Jesus Christ, before the first “Building” appeared in church history.

God has given you many gifts to help you make the right decisions during these difficult days.  
But let me highlight two: (1) the Bible and (2) qualified pastors. 

1.  You have your Bible which is completely sufficient in giving us all the wisdom we 
need to make the right decisions during these difficult days.  Being “God-breathed” the 
Bible is the very Word of God and is sufficient for every aspect of life and practice.  
Therefore the Bible is the sole authority from which all ministry must flow, whether 
sermons, teaching curriculum, programs, events, activities, or counseling.  Where the 
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Bible gives commandments, those commands must be obeyed; where the Bible is 
silent, it has supplied sufficient wisdom to guide the decision process.  Certain relevant 
methodologies and strategies are used as needed, but those methodologies and 
strategies must be submissive to the authority of Scripture.
2.  You have qualified pastors and Bible teachers to help you mine the riches of Godʼs 
Word.  And since we believe in the power and authority and sufficiency of Scripture, we 
believe in the necessity of systematic and expositional teaching of Scripture.  Whether 
from the pulpit, teaching lecterns, or counseling sessions, we believe our success will 
be in direct proportion to our ability to teach and practice the Word of God.  Based on 
Ephesians 4, 1Timothy, and Titus, God has given you pastors and Bible teachers and 
biblical counselors to help you make the right decisions.

My responsibility this morning is to speak to the entire church congregation.
Your responsibility is twofold: (1) to respond to this message as a responsible member of this 
church helping MVC with our corporate challenges and (2) to pursue further Biblical counseling 
for your personal challenges.
WHAT SHOULD BE OUR RESPONSE TO FINANCIAL UNCERTAINTIES?
#1: CONTINUALLY TRUST IN THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

• Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. ... [35] Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

• Even when the DOW is down; UNEMPLOYMENT is up; FORECLOSURES are frenzied, 
and BANKRUPTCY is booming: God still rules and reigns! He has plans and purposes in 
this season of financial stress and strain. 

• Listen to Pastor John Piper. In his last sermon before leaving for a writing sabbatical: he 
addresses the economic situation that is currently taking place. 
‣ We see this all over the Bible. God does his great advancing work again and again 

when it looks least possible for us. 
‣ He promises the heir when Abraham and Sarah are too old to have children. 
‣ He splits the Red Sea when Israel is hopelessly trapped by Pharaohʼs army. 
‣ He gives manna when there is no food in the wilderness. 
‣ He stops the Jordan River when itʼs time to take the land. 
‣ When a city stands in the way, he makes the walls fall down. 
‣ When the Midianites were as many as the sand of the sea, God whittled Gideonʼs 

army down to 300 so God would get the glory for the victory. 
‣ When Goliath defies the armies of the Lord, God sends a boy with a sling and five 

stones.
‣ When the Son of God is to come into the world, God calls a virgin to conceive. 
‣ And when individuals need their sins covered, a Lamb goes to the slaughter.
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#2: BE INTENTIONALLY ACTIVE IN CHURCH.
• Hebrews 10:24 - And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

[25] not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

• During difficult times:
‣ We need to be pulling together. We need every member in attendance. 
‣ We need every member encouraging one another; stirring one another. 
‣ We need every member functioning and serving in ministry. 
‣ EG: Small group ministries / Evangelistic banquets / Missions

• If you have a desire to get depressed: stay away from church, isolate yourself from Small 
Group Bible Studies and Christian friends; quarantine yourself and you will get defeated!

#3: SHINE AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF DARKNESS.
• Matt. 5:14-16 - “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

[15] Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

• Church history reveals that when the times were difficult, when times have been hard: 
Christians were ready for the challenge. 
‣ When disease and sickness would seize a whole city, and everyone was fleeing the 

town: Guess you stayed!
‣ When acts of mercy and compassion where needed for the orphans and widows: 

Guess who was there?
‣ When love and concern where needed for the elderly and disabled: Guess who was 

there?
‣ When the unborn needed a voice: Guess who was there?
‣ When the oppressed and poor needed a helping hand: Guess who was there? 

• Great example is the Macedonian Church in 2 Cor. 8:1-5 - We want you to know, 
brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 
[2] for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. [3] For they gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, [4] begging us 
earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— [5] and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.

• Is your light shining brighter these days - bright with good works and generosity?

#4: GIVE LOCALLY AND DIRECT.
• Galatians 6:6 - One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who 

teaches. [7] Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
also reap. [8] For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, 
but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. [9] And let us not 
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. [10] So 
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then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are 
of the household of faith. 

• Every true believer desires to give!
• Every true believer is directed to give to the church!
• And the church is the only entity that Jesus Himself died for! (Acts 20:28)
• And in times of financial uncertainty: we need your giving to become very local and direct!
• 1 Tim. 6:17-19 - As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to 

set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. [18] They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 
and ready to share, [19] thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.

• J.H. Jowett said, "The real measure of our wealth is how much we would be worth if we 
lost all our money." He was right. Earthly riches or the lack of them have nothing to do 
with real wealth. The only treasure that matters is the treasure we lay up in heaven.

#5: REASSESS OUR FINANCIAL STRATEGIES.
• Proverbs 22:3 - The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and 

suffer for it. 
• We have Reassessed our churchʼs financial expenditures over the last few years:

‣ Made cuts in the salaries of staff
‣ moved out of our building into schools
‣ relocated office to more affordable lease space

• Making the proper reassessments requires much wisdom and courage.  It is imperative to 
seek counsel.  

• Proverbs 11:14 - Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of 
counselors there is safety.

Remember that your responsibility is twofold: 
(1) to respond to this message as a responsible member of this church, helping MVC with our 

corporate challenges 
(2) and to pursue further Biblical counseling for your personal challenges.  If you arenʼt 

practicing biblical wisdom in your personal finances (whether single or married) then you 
are failing to glorify God, harming your spiritual walk, and harming the health of the entire 
church body, for we are all members of the same body (1 Cor. 12).
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