
1 Kings 12:25-13:10 (LD 35)  “Alternative Images”

For the Children: Some parents make their children eat whatever they dish up for dinner.  Others are softer, 
making special meals for the children who can’t stand what the others are eating.  When it comes to how we 
worship God, there are those who think each church can do what it likes.  But God has told us how He wants to 
be worshipped.  For example, NOT by statues and pictures of God.  Though He does allow some small variation 
in details, we should not see God as the soft parent who lets every child have their own way.  That is why the 
Lord did not allow Jeroboam get away with inventing his own type of worship in Israel.  Questions: What are 
some of the things different churches do, which God has not told us to do in worship?  Why are images of God 
such a problem?  Why was it wrong of Jeroboam to try so hard to break the connection to the House of David?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:
First Point: The Purpose of Jeroboam’s Images
1) Breaking from David’s House: Jeroboam feared that his people would go back to Rehoboam, especially 

if they kept attending the festivals in Jerusalem.  To help them break from Judah, he established 
alternative worship centres, some with golden calves; an alternative, non-Levitical priesthood, with 
himself as high-priest.  He also argued that it was too much trouble to keep travelling back to Jerusalem.
But distancing themselves from the House of David was to distance themselves from God’s 
Word/covenant re David’s line, and from the great Son of David.  See 2 Sam. 7.

2) An Alternative Way to Worship: Setting up the golden calves/bulls was also against the 2nd 
commandment, which forbids using images to worship the Living God.  Both v. 28, and similar words in 
Ex. 32:4,8, mean that the bulls were viewed as symbols of Yahweh’s power, not as different gods.  
However the Lord takes alternative ways of worship very seriously – as Nadab and Abihu found (Lev. 
10).  We may only worship as God commands.  For every detail of Biblical worship points to Christ.  If 
man varies it, according to his imagination, he hinders that message.  Images take man away from 
God’s way of salvation through Christ, as well as His way of worship.  That is even true of the attempt to 
use images of Christ to assist our worship or learning.  For God teaches us about His Son by Word and 
Spirit (Jn. 4:23), especially through preaching – not by images that cannot speak (Q. 98). 

3) Bringing God Down: Images of God always make Him out to be less than He is.  The calves symbolized 
power, but left out God’s other attributes.  Pictures of Christ leave out most of His attributes too.  In fact, 
they omit His entire divine Nature.  In effect, Jeroboam tried to reduce Yahweh to the level of the Baals: 
local, limited “gods.”  No wonder Baalism dominated in Israel by Elijah’s time!

Second Point: The Judgement on Jeroboam’s Images
1) The Man of God: God judged this sin by sending a “man of God,” a prophet.  The prophet was from 

Judah, the very place Jeroboam wanted to forget.  The Word of God was closely associated with David’s
House, especially in the great Son of David.  The prophet also emphasized the Son of David – Josiah, 
who would later utterly destroy the false altars and priesthood in the north.  See 2 Kgs. 23:15-16.  Josiah
points to THE Son of David who would ultimately destroy all false worship.

2) The Warning Signs: The sign to back this up was that the altar would be split apart, spilling the ashes of 
the sacrifices on it.  This contrasts the glory of God at the dedication of Solomon’s Temple (2 Chron. 7).  
The king tried to stop this by having the prophet arrested, but God froze Jeroboam’s hand as he pointed 
at the prophet.  Then the altar was split.  God cannot be “cut down in size”!  False worship will all 
eventually be judged and destroyed by Him.  The Lord did heal Jeroboam’s hand through the prophet – 
a sign of His mercy.  He gave Israel, and the king, time to repent.  Since they did not, the judgement of 
Assyrian invasion would later bring a more final judgement on the nation. 

3) The Prophet’s Shunning: The king invited the prophet to dine with him and receive a reward.  He 
strongly rejected that offer.  God had told him not to eat or drink with these idolaters.  God distances 
Himself from those who harden their hearts in idolatry.  His people must avoid close fraternization with 
those who refuse to repent of such sins.  The 2nd commandment must be upheld – and with it, God’s 
Word, covenant, Christ and way of worship.

Conclusion:


