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Turn with me in your Bibles to the first chapter of Genesis. We are going to be looking at
verses 26 and actually through 31. As James mentioned earlier when he was reading the 
Scriptures, we are beginning a topical series for a few weeks. We just finished a topical 
series, sort of an exegetical series from the books of Kings, four messages through 1 & 2 
Kings looking at priorities: priorities for a new year, priorities that we ought to have as 
part of our lives. And we saw that worshiping God rightly was the priority that comes out
of the book of Kings, that is what God is concerned about. That's why they are in exile, 
they did not worship God rightly. They gave themselves to idolatry and we saw how 
essential to helping us put God at the center of our lives and keeping God at the center of 
our lives where we are commanded to keep him, essential to that is the word of God. The 
word of God is what is continually refocusing our hearts and we see that in Kings and we 
saw that and so we are talking about building kind of a theology of life. Life is all about 
worship and to worship we need the word every moment of every day. 

And so we move to another angle of this, the theology of life, and we come to the concept
of discipleship because to have the word focusing us on worship and living to worship 
God, to have the word, we need other people. This is what we see throughout the 
Scriptures. It becomes crystal clear in the New Testament that if you and I are going to 
live as God intends us to live, we must be ministering together with other believers, 
helping each other, keep looking at the word and living our lives for the glory of God. 
James read from Colossians 3:12 through 17 where we are told that we are to, "let the 
word of Christ dwell in us richly, dwell in you richly," he says, and that's a plural verb, 
"let the word," and its plural "you." It's y'all. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you all 
richly." That's actually in the Greek, y'all. It is "you" plural in the Greek. How is the word
of Christ going to dwell in you as a group of people, that's what Paul is saying? Let the 
word of Christ dwell in all of you at Colossae. It's got to dwell in not just you 
individually. Yes, it does. You've got to be meditating on the word, living the word, but 
his command in Colossians 3:16, is that the word of Christ would just have a home, make
its home among the people of God. How does it happen? Teaching and admonishing one 
another. You are speaking the word of God to one another. You are hearing the word of 
God from one another. There is this discipling relationship going on. That's how the word
of God has supremacy in the hearts of God's people and then they are focused on true 
worship. 
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It's all a part of that and we're looking at this concept of discipleship and discipling and 
we're going to be giving out today during our business meeting this book, "Discipling," 
by Mark Dever, which is subtitled, "How to help others follow Jesus." That's essentially 
what discipleship is, helping other people follow Jesus. So what we're saying is we all 
need help to follow Jesus. We all need to be helped to follow Jesus and we all need to be 
helping others to follow Jesus. That's what the calling of God is in our lives. That's the 
most important thing that we can be about in this world. Everything else is simply an 
avenue to that highest calling because the highest calling is to worship God which means 
following Jesus and so how can we help one another to do that.

So we are looking at that concept and what I wanted to do was really build a foundational
theology of discipleship and I wanted to go back to the very beginning of the Bible to see,
sort of going back to the headwaters. I remember looking at a picture some years back, I 
pulled up online a picture of the Mississippi River at its headwaters in Minnesota. I forget
the town but they show a picture of the Mississippi River, the mighty Mississippi River 
that you could literally jump over. That's the Mississippi River. Wow, try to jump over it 
down in Mississippi or in Louisiana, you won't even make it, well, anyway. You get the 
point. 

It starts, though, way up there and it continues to build force going through and so are the
doctrines of Scripture like that. We go back to the headwaters in Genesis, the book of 
beginnings. That's what genesis means in Greek, beginnings. So, the beginnings of all the
doctrines there in Genesis and one of the doctrines that we see is this whole idea of how 
God made us to be together, working together to extend his kingdom. This is essentially 
what we are called to do, it's what discipling is. We are called to extend the kingship and 
kingdom of God across the universe, across our world, and we do that by helping one 
another extend his kingdom in each other's lives. We deal with problems together. We all 
encounter problems. We all have areas of our lives that are not under the Lordship of 
Christ. That's why they are problems. They are usually symptoms of something related to
that. A marital problem, a problem with our children, a problem at work, problems of 
things like anxiety, fear, lust, greed; these are problems in areas where we need to extend 
the kingdom of God further in our lives and what we are going to see is the Bible teaches 
us that we need other people to help us and that's what we are called to do. And it goes 
back, though, to Genesis because in Genesis when God creates the man and the woman, 
when he creates man male and female, he gives them the task of extending his kingdom, 
reflecting his glory and ruling over his creation but it's something that they have to do 
together.

So, we look at Genesis 1, the end of the creation, the first creation account in Genesis 1, 
beginning reading at verse 26.

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 
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God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 29 
Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed;
it shall be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every 
bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I 
have given every green plant for food"; and it was so. 31 God saw all that 
He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.

Let's pray together.

Father, we ask that you might now open the eyes of our hearts to behold wonderful 
things from your law by the power of your Spirit and for the glory of your Son. We pray 
this in his name. Amen.

Doing what you are created to do, doing what you are made to do, it really gives life a 
sense of zest and joy. You know, seeing someone do what they were made to do is 
something we all enjoy and are thrilled by. I remember watching in the last Olympics 
Simone Biles and her amazing skill and just giftedness as a gymnast. I mean, she blew 
away the Olympic records and she won the all-around by so far, the distance of her 
victory over second-place, the silver all-around went to Ally Reisman, another American 
you remember, but the margin of victory from first to second was greater than the margin
of victory for the last five Olympics all added up. Like if you took, so 96 and this is how 
far first and second was separated, and 2000 was this far, in 2004, in 2008, in 2012. 
Simone Biles won by more than that over number two. What an amazing athlete who not 
only had these amazing gifts but who had honed them and done and brought to bear 
everything at the right moment. She did what she had been created by God and 
empowered by God because God gives common grace to all people, believer and 
unbeliever alike, to do. And it's something to behold. You watch it and, "Wow!"

Well, so we are created, all of us with specific gifts and abilities and when we find 
ourselves doing those things, there is a sense in which we can look at one another and 
say, "Wow, look at how he does that. Look at how she does that." This is what spiritual 
gifts are in the church and in reality, what we are doing in the church is much more 
glorious than anything that's done in the world. Much more beautiful. Much more 
wondrous to behold and we don't have eyes to see it because it is spiritual things that are 
happening. But when we use our gifts, when we serve one another, when we edify one 
another, when we use our gifts to build one another up, to disciple one another, what's 
happening is far more glorious than even what we saw in the Olympics. Far more 
wonderful. Far more delightful to God and that which will last for all eternity. And when 
we get to heaven, we will see the beauty and splendor and we will see that it far 
surpassed anything we could ever imagine. It's all done by his grace and for his glory but 
we have a part in that. He has uniquely called us and gifted us.
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And this goes all the way back to Genesis 1, actually, this idea of God creating man to 
extend his kingdom but to extend it together. We see it in Genesis 1:26, first of all, in the 
two keywords there, the word "image" and the word "likeness." "Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness." And then the word "image" is repeated twice in 
verse 27, "God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them." Then in Genesis 5:2, the word "likeness" is repeated as 
God sums up the creation in Genesis 5:1 and 2. They are so close together that the refrain
just resonates with what was said before. Genesis 5:1, "This is the book of the 
generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of 
God. He created them male and female, and He blessed them." Image, likeness, likeness, 
image, words that are very similar in meaning. The word "image" is defined as "a 
representation, a likeness." It's used a couple of times in 1 Samuel 6 to speak of the 
likenesses that the Philistines made. Remember when they sent the ark back to Israel, the 
ark of the covenant which they had captured in war in which when they brought it into 
their cities brought plagues upon them, plagues of mice and tumors, people had tumors 
breaking out all over them. They would send it from one city to the next city thinking 
maybe it's just a problem here, so they sent it to the next city and the mice and the tumors
would show up at that city, and they sent it to another city and finally they said, "Let's 
send it back but don't send it empty." So, they filled the ark with gold likenesses of the 
tumors and the mice, images. The word "image" is the word. 

So, that's the idea then, man is a representation of God, somehow resembling God in an 
amazing way. Then the word "likeness, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness," that word basically means "a resemblance; a similitude; a likeness."  
Almost overlapping words. Little distinct nuances but very much saying the same thing 
for emphasis. We are made to be like God, to represent God. That's how Wayne Grudem 
sums it up in his "Systematic Theology" where he's talking about what it means to be the 
image of God. He says it means to be like God and to represent God. To be like God, to 
represent God, I might add the phrase "to reflect God." That's what it means to be in the 
image of God. God made us to be like him, to represent him. Isn't it ironic that Satan then
tempted Eve with the words, "If you eat of this fruit you will be like God," and she 
understood, "We are already like God in the way that we can be. You're offering us 
nothing except deception." But Satan meant to be equal to God in the same way he had 
desired to be equal to God. And in seeking that, they stopped being like God in the 
beauty and purity of the way they were before. Still there in the image of God, yet marred
now, fallen.

Now, what I want you to notice, though, is that what does it mean to be in the image of 
God and the likeness of God, what does that really mean? Theologians have debated for 
centuries exactly what that means and does it mean that we are like God, the image of 
God that separates us from the rest of creation? What is it that separates us from the rest 
of creation? What does it mean to be in the image of God where nothing else is in the 
image of God? ("Soul.") Yeah, that's right. It means that a number of things: it means that
we have a mind; it means that we have moral ability; we have a spiritual nature. To be in 
the image of God speaks of the fact that we can take authority in the same way he said, 
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"Let them rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air." So all of these things are parts
of what it means to be in the image of God.

One of the things, though, that is also there clearly in the text of what it means to be in 
the image, what it means to be like and to represent God, is the concept of relationship. 
This is one that we often miss but it's really quite obvious in the text. When he says in 
verse 26, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness," this is the first 
time that in the creation account we are invited, as it were, to overhear the conversation 
within the Godhead. Now, when we come to see as Scripture continues to unfold and the 
nature of progressive revelation, we come in the New Testament to see very clearly the 
doctrine of the Trinity, that God is one God and yet in three distinct persons, yet one in 
essence. And that those three persons have different roles and functions but there is an 
authority structure within the Godhead, that the Son submits to the Father, that the Spirit 
is sent by the Father and the Son. That becomes clear in the New Testament but here it is 
anticipated, here in the very first chapter of the Bible. But what's interesting is when it is 
anticipated. We don't have God starting off the creation saying, "Let Us make light." We 
don't have God say, "Let Us separate the waters above from the waters below. Let Us 
make the dry land and let Us fill the dry land with plants. Or let Us bring forth the 
animals." When do we have "Let Us, let Us make man in Our image." 

So fundamental to the idea of the image of God is also this concept of relationship. "Let 
Us make man to be a representation, a likeness of Us." To be like God, to represent God 
is to be in relationship and so he makes man and look what he says, he sums up the 
creation process here in Genesis 1. He's going to kind of give us a slow-motion instant 
replay, a part of it in chapter 2. 

So, "God created man in His own image," verse 27, "in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them." So, in creating man in his image, he makes two 
distinct genders. He makes a man and he makes a woman and in doing that he creates two
distinct persons who will perform two distinct functions and roles in their relationship 
and yet they are metaphysically, that is they are equal in being. They are equal, if we use 
the word which I think is appropriate, in glory or value and yet there is a distinction of 
function and role and authority. And God does this to show the glory of what he is and he
gives them the role then of imaging, that is representing, reflecting him to the rest of the 
creation by ruling but man doesn't do it alone, he does it together, male and female.

Now, this means that the best image of the Trinity and we try to think often of images of 
how can you explain how God is three and he is one, is it an egg, is it water? You know, 
the three states of water: solid, liquid, gas. Is it the three-leaf clover? You know, all these 
different things that people suggest. I think the best most biblical image is that of a 
family. Ephesians 3:14 and 15 Paul says, "For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name." That in the 
family you have, because God is going to continue to work out this thing, he doesn't 
intend man and woman to stay alone, he intends them to be fruitful and multiply, fill the 
earth and subdue it, there is going to be one child and then more children and there is 
going to continue to grow more and more people who are each distinct persons. I mean, 

Page 5 of 13



you think about the beauty of the Trinity and the glory of a Father loving the Son and the 
Spirit loving the Father and the Father loving the Spirit. And a man and a woman who are
married and who love one another and who delight in one another and then the delight 
that they have in one another results in the birth of a child and now they delight in that 
child and the child delights in the parents. That's something, that's a window into the 
glory of the Triune God that he made to reflect his glory.

Now, the family is that first institution but that's not where he was going to stop, he was 
creating a race of people that his kingdom would be extended by more and more image 
bearers who would be distinct persons, loving one another, working together to extend 
his kingdom. But the fall happened and in the fall man loses his relationship to God so 
that every person born after Adam is born separated from God, in need of salvation, a 
sinner. And not only separated from God but separated from each other. No longer able 
to work together the same way in harmony. No longer loving and delighting in one 
another, now delighting in self at the expense of one another. Turned in upon ourselves 
rather than turned outwards toward others. But the Lord begins his work of redemption. 
He comes down to Abraham and he comes down to deliver Moses and the people from 
bondage, and he comes down ultimately in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ, to deliver 
us from darkness and to begin redeeming us and rebuilding us and remaking us and the 
goal of all that is to make us into the image of his Son, Romans 8:29. We are to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, to be once again what we were supposed to be. Jesus 
is the perfect image of God, the God-man and he is doing that in community now.

Now, what I want to do in the remainder of our time is talk about four principles from the
passage that sort of underline for us or are like pillars of the foundation of the whole idea 
of discipleship and one anothering. Four points that we see here as we look at Genesis 1, 
how we are to reflect God and what does that mean. What must we do. So, there are 
really four, there are kind of four I'm going to give them in terms of imperatives that flow
out of this. The first is for us to be all that God wants us to be, for us to do the things that 
God made you to do, for you to do the things that God made you to do. First of all, you 
must make a commitment, number 1: be together. Be together. We have to be in 
relationship. This is made emphatically clear in Genesis 2 where in verse 18, the Lord 
says, "It is not good for the man to be alone." When you read through the narrative of 
how God unpacks for us his creative work in six days of making all the things that are, 
and then you read into chapter 2 this kind of slow-motion instant replay of the sixth day, 
you see and you feel the jarring nature of that statement, "It is not good," because six 
times in Genesis 1 we read this, "God saw what He had made and it was good. God saw 
what He had made and it was good." Six times that refrain and then finally after he makes
man male and female, we read in verse 31, "God saw all that He had made, and behold, it
was very good." But there was a moment where something was not good and that was 
when man was not complete; there was just one of them and at that moment it was not 
good. So he makes man male and female and that now is very good because for man to 
be a reflection of what God is and who God is, man must be in relationship himself. You 
can't reflect God's glory by yourself. I mean, you can do it a little bit but not nearly as 
fully and not if you're off by yourself totally, you will eventually, the light will go out 
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basically, of glory anyway. The glory has been made to be revealed in us to reflect God 
as we are in relationship like he is in relationship.

I remember one of the lectures from my seminary days back in Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi back in the late eighties. I'm dating myself. But one of 
the lectures I'll never forget and I remember it, one of the reasons I remember it is 
because when the professor told what he was going to talk about, I just sort of thought, 
"Oh no." He said, "Today we are going to talk about the co-inherence of the persons of 
the Trinity." I was like, "Oh, wow. I don't even know what that means." And Douglas 
Kelly began to unpack that for us in that lecture and by the time he was finished, it was as
if the glory of heaven had come down into that room and it was just filled with the glory 
of God. It changed the way I saw relationships and what he basically said is the doctrine 
of the co-inherence of the persons of the Trinity is the fact that three distinct persons co-
inhere in one essence; that they are three yet one. So wherever the Son is, there is the 
Father fully. Wherever the Spirit is, there is the Father and the Son; that they are together 
in complete unity and yet distinct persons. So that everything that they do, they do 
together and in everything that they do together, they delight in one another. And I 
remember him saying what this means is, that the greatest importance of anything in the 
world, at the highest importance of being, what's most important is relationships because 
God is relationship at the very essence of who he is. Think about it. He sums it up, when 
Jesus is asked to say what is the most important commandment, what does he do? He 
sums up the whole law with two commandments and those two commitments are 
relational commitments: love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul, all 
your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself. If you get that right, you get everything. 
It's all about relationship.

So we are created to resemble and reflect the glory of a God like that and so we are called
to be in relationship and so we must pursue relationships. That's what this first imperative
means: be together, pursue relationships. Pursue relationships with all kinds of people. 
Unbelievers for the sake of seeing them come to faith but especially pursue relationships 
with the people of God because the redeemed image of God building one another up, 
helping one another love Christ more, we are reflecting the glory of God to the world. 
This is why Jesus on the prayer recorded in John 17, what does he pray for? He says, 
"Father, that they may be one even as We are One; that the world may know that You 
sent Me; that when they see My people, the ones You have given Me out of the world, 
when they see that they are one even as We are One, the world will have an irrefutable 
testimony of the fact that You sent Me, that I am the One of God." That's what we are 
called to do. We are called for relationship. So be together.

Now, secondly, what we see as we look at the creation account is that we are not just to 
be together, we are to work together. We are to work together. It's interesting because we 
are tempted to think that work is an effect of the fall. Doesn't it feel like that? "Man, I 
want to get done with my work so I can rest." And there is a beauty in rest, the Sabbath, 
the Lord gave us that to be a picture of salvation, but we are supposed to rest too and 
we're going to rest, we rest from our own works, we trust in Christ but work is a good 
thing. Work was before the fall. Genesis 2:15, before man fell, we read verse 15, chapter 
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2, "Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it 
and keep it." He had already told us too that our work is to fill the earth and subdue it. 
We have a lot of work to do and it is good to do work but you can't work alone because 
right after he says that in verse 15, he puts the man in the garden to cultivate it and keep it
and he allows the man to stay there for a little while, brings all the animals to him to 
basically show, "Listen, you're not yet complete." I think the man would have sat there 
just working away just like many of us today, he would have thought everything was 
okay, "Things just don't seem right but I'm all right. I'm going to keep working, keep 
working, keep working." But God didn't let him do that. God showed him it wasn't good 
for him to be alone and he made a woman; he made the completer, the counterpart. Here 
we have the irrefutable clear portrait that God has made man in two genders for a reason, 
male and female, man and woman, married and that's it. That reflects his glory.

Now but we need help so the man is given, what is he given? "I will make a helper 
suitable for him." When he says in verse 18, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will
make a helper suitable." The man needs help. He needs suitable help and the woman is a 
perfect counterpart to the man. We see that in the marriage relationship but we also see 
that we are to work together. We are to work together in everything that we do just like 
the Trinity works together. There is nothing that the Father does independent of the Son 
or the Spirit. There is nothing that the Son does independent of the Father or the Spirit. 
They are always working together and we are called to work together. I mean, the Father 
in creation works with the Son, works with the Spirit. You actually see it though it is not 
as obvious until later when you have the New Testament revelation to fill it in, but you 
look at Genesis 1, God created the heavens and the earth and here's how we can see it as 
we look at the Bible, this is the basic pattern we see: the Father administers, the Son 
accomplishes, and the Spirit applies. That's the way theologians have broken it down 
basically but that's a pretty good estimation of what we see the text of Scripture show us. 
The Father administers, the Son accomplishes and the Spirit applies. They work in this 
way. There is this kind of perfect complementary ministry together. The Father is 
creating in the sense that he is directing and administering creation. The Son 
accomplishes. 

Well, it's really there in Genesis. Ten times you have the statement "God said." How did 
God create light? He didn't just think it, he said, "Let there be light." And we read in John
1, God said, John 1 says this, John 1:1-3, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." This is talking about Jesus Christ. He is the 
Word. The same "was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being." How did 
everything come into being? By the Word. Everything that has been created came into 
being by the Word. Then you look back to Genesis 1, "Then God said, 'Let there be light.'
Then God said, 'Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters.' And it was so." And it
was so after he said. So how did God create? How did the Father create? He sent forth his
Son, the Word, and the Son was the vehicle through which he created all things. This is 
what is said in Colossians 1:16, through him all things were made, visible and invisible. 
Hebrews 1:3, he is the exact representation of his nature, "the radiance of His glory and 
the exact representation of His nature." He has appointed him heir of all things and 
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through whom he made the world. I think that's actually verse 2. I read those backwards. 
But anyway, through whom he made the world. Through whom? The Son. The Word.

And there is the Spirit applying. We don't have as much about the Spirit in verse 2 but we
see him there, I mean in Genesis 1:2, "The earth was formless and void, and darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 
waters." There is the Spirit closely involved in the work of creation, as it were, touching 
it. You see? Psalm 33:6 says that, "By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
And by the breath of His mouth all their host." The breath is the Spirit. So the Word and 
the Spirit, the Son and the Spirit involved in creation. And so it is in redemption. The 
Father administers redemption and what does he do? He sends forth his Son and the Son 
accomplishes our salvation by living a perfect sinless life, perfect obedience to the entire 
law, satisfying the righteous commands of the law and then offering himself as the Lamb 
of God who will take away the sins of the world, bearing our sins in his own body on the 
cross. He accomplishes salvation. He accomplishes redemption. It's through his blood 
that we are saved. And yet how do you come to experience salvation? The Spirit of God 
must come upon you and give you a new heart. He must take and apply all that the Son 
has done to you. So, the Father plans, the Son accomplishes, the Spirit applies, working 
together at every moment and delighting in one another all the way.

So we are to be the same way. We are to work together on life together. We have, as I 
mentioned earlier, we have problems. We are fallen people. We've all got problems. 
That's one of the sayings in my family. I used to say that when the kids were little and 
they would be complaining, "We've all got problems." Because we all do. But we are 
created to help each other with those problems; to work on life together with those 
problems; and God has given us spiritual gifts to help us work together on those 
problems. He has given us distinct gifts and so that when there is a believer in the church 
that's got some need and what happens? Well, the Lord puts believers around them that 
see different angles of that need. A person with the gift of mercy sees the need to move in
and to comfort and just to mourn with those that mourn. And a person with a gift of 
encouragement sees not only, "Hey, yeah, you're mourning but don't stay there. Let's 
move on. Let's get going on. Hey, we've got to follow Christ." The one with teaching 
sees, "Hey, this is the reason that things are the way they are. You need to understand 
this." The gift of administration, "Hey, you guys all need to get working together." And 
he starts trying to administer things.

We work together and how beautiful it is when believers and you see this, if we had eyes 
to see someone's hurting and look at how different people move in different ways to meet
the various needs that person has. It's a beautiful thing and God has made us to need to 
serve one another, to by his Spirit working in us and his love flowing through us, to want 
to get out and serve one another. And when it happens, it is a beautiful thing and what 
happens is all the gifts are on display and at moments of really intense need, different 
gifts are happening and then the unbeliever standing beside it, that person, observing this 
ministry, sees teaching and mercy and administration and love and prophecy and giving. 
He sees all of these things happening and what they see is Jesus Christ because he is the 
perfection of all the gifts. He has everything in perfection and so they see Jesus 
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ministering in the most visible way possible. This is what God has called us to, to work 
together and so we need one another. 

So be together, work together, third point, third imperative: if we are going to be like God
and be in his image and represent God, we need to delight in one another. We don't see 
this as much in the text. I think we can see it a little bit in chapter 2, verse 23 when the 
man is excited that he has the woman. God, remember, has said, "It is not good for man 
to be alone." He has put the man to sleep. He has taken a rib out of a man and he has 
made it into a woman. He brings the woman to the man, presents her to the man, his 
helper suitable. In verse 23, "The man said, 'This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of 
my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.'" And just let 
the delight that the man has in what God has given him. It's a picture of the delight that 
the Trinity has in one another. 

One of the things that we saw in preaching through the Gospel of John, that was one of 
the great joys for me personally was seeing that is the place where it seems that the Holy 
of Holies is opened up the most clearly and you see the glory of the Triune God on 
display. The Gospel of John. For whatever reason, the Lord allowed John having maybe 
lived the longest, loved God the longest because he was not killed as a martyr like the 
other apostles were. He saw a little further into the glory of the Trinity and he gives us 
those amazing moments. The night before Jesus was crucified, the nights in the upper 
room discourse, and you see the persons of the Trinity delighting in one another all 
throughout the Gospel of John. First of all, you have Jesus delighting in the Father. He 
keeps saying things like, "Hey, the works you see Me doing are not My own works, they 
are the works of the Father who sent Me." He's saying, "Listen, don't give Me the credit, 
give the credit to the Father. Let Me tell you about the Father. I want to talk about the 
Father. I want you to love the Father the way I love the Father."

Then what do you see at the baptism and the Transfiguration and the whole Old 
Testament? You have the Father testifying about the Son. The whole Old Testament is 
basically saying, "Listen, listen to My word but wait until My Son gets here. That's when 
it's going to be okay, when My Son comes. That's what you need." Then when the Father 
looks at the Son at the baptism when he embraces his ministry and he identifies with 
sinful humanity in being baptized. Remember when John said, "I should not baptize You,
You should baptize me." Jesus says, "It is necessary to fulfill all righteousness. Baptize 
Me." And he baptizes him and when he comes out of the water, the Spirit descends like a 
dove and the Father says, "This is My Son with whom I am well pleased. This is My Son.
Look at My Son." 

Or on the Mount of Transfiguration even more emphatically. Remember the Mount of 
Transfiguration where Peter and James and John are with Jesus? They have fallen asleep 
and they wake up and Jesus is there standing with Moses and Elijah, the two great 
prophets of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah. And Peter in his terror realizing seeing 
the glory shining out from Christ in his terror says, "It's good for us to be here." He's 
hoping not to die. "Let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, one for 
Elijah." It seemed like a reasonable suggestion based on what he saw. The voice out of 
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heaven says, "This is My Son with whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him." Moses and 
Elijah were prophets sent by God, yes, but it's as if the Lord is saying comparing Moses 
and Elijah to Jesus, they are nothing, he's everything. "Listen to Him." That's how the 
Son feels about the Father and how that Father feels about the Son.

Then later on in that upper room discourse, Jesus says, "I'm going away. I'm going away 
and your hearts are heavy, but if you understood, you would not be sad." Because why? 
"Because the Comforter is coming. The Holy Spirit is coming. It's going to be better for 
you by far to have the Holy Spirit." Here Jesus is saying, "Look at the Holy Spirit, 
anticipate the Holy Spirit, delight in the fact that the Holy Spirit is coming." And when 
the Holy Spirit comes, what does he do? All he can do is talk about Jesus. "When He 
comes, He will testify of Me," and that's what the Spirit does. The Spirit basically his 
ministry is, "Keep looking at Jesus."

So you see this wonderful love of the Triune God. The Father delighting to point to the 
Son. The Spirit delighting to point to the Son. The Son is pointing to the Spirit, pointing 
to the Father. All this amazing reciprocity of love and delight, mutual delight. We are to 
be like that and part of that means we are to delight in one another. That's why he gives 
us these different spiritual gifts so you and I can look at one another and say, "Wow, how
can you play the piano like that? How can you see a need and meet it as effortlessly as 
you do? How can you come alongside someone who is hurting and just get to their heart 
the way you do? I'm amazed at that." When we are doing that, we are giving all the glory 
to God for what do you have that you didn't receive? It's the gifts that he has given us and
they are gifts that just give us a taste of what Jesus is like because when you are using 
your gift, you're looking more like Jesus than I do in that area and I am seeing the beauty 
of my Savior in you.

That's what he's called us to do and so we need to take time to delight in one another. 
This is what should happen in marriage too. A man should be delighting in his wife, the 
wife is delighting in the husband. They are delighting in the child; the child is delighting 
in the parents. This is what God intends but, of course, sin has messed everything up. But
it comes to its greatest and most glorious fulfillment in the body of Christ where the Lord
brings together people of different backgrounds: different backgrounds ethnically, 
different backgrounds socioeconomically, different backgrounds politically, different 
backgrounds from sin, various types of sin. He brings them together by making them 
new, calling them up into the life of the Trinity now, and then delighting in one another, 
serving one another and in that he puts forth a testimony that the world cannot 
understand. There is nothing like it. They say things like, "Why can't we all get along?" 
They try to do that. They talk about that. "We are the world. We are the people." All that 
kind of nonsense. It's a noble idea but they are completely powerless to bring it about 
because sin is the great divider and until sin is dealt with, there is no unity. But praise 
God, Jesus Christ came to make an end of the works of the devil and to finish with sin, 
and when you come to him through faith, you come into a relationship with God and 
suddenly now you are restored back to seeing God and now you are renewed in love to 
him and you begin to have his love poured abroad in your hearts and you begin to love 
others. And the more you become like Jesus, the more his glory shines out.
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So, we are to be together, work together, delight in one another, and finally, fourthly: 
worship God together. It all comes back to worshiping him. We delight in one another, 
we don't stop there. That would be like falling in love with your shadow. No, this is a 
resemblance. This is just a taste. The one I want to worship is Jesus and you and I help 
each other worship Jesus as we serve God together. As we are together, as we work 
together, as we delight in one another, the goal is to keep worshiping God together. And 
that's the beauty of it. 

I think the idea of image, I said Grudem says represent, be like and to represent, and I 
think that's a great definition but I add reflect in the sense that I think to me the image, no
pun intended, the image that I have in my mind as I think about how man was made to 
worship God, to love God, to submit to God, to be his representative on the earth, that 
man as he looks at God and loves God, he reflects God. Almost in the same way if you 
think about a mirror, pointing it at the sun, the sun reflects off the mirror down. As we are
looking at God, loving God, we are reflecting him in a whole new way. So, as you and I 
do that, what happens is we are working together, we are trying to love God together and 
as we are serving one another, I look at you and I see God reflected off of you. And I 
might have forgotten, I forgot I'm looking down now, I'm not looking up and I'm looking 
at you, though, and I see God reflecting off you and I look up. And you've forgotten and 
you're looking down and you're all concerned with the work and you've forgotten what is 
most important and you look at me and you see God reflecting off me and you're, "Oh 
yes, it's Him that we are doing this for." 

We worship God together, from him and through him and to him in all things. And he has
given us the opportunity to be a part of the most amazing thing that he is doing in the 
world. When we build one another up, when we come together to work on life together, 
when we enter into relationships together, we love one another, we delight in one 
another, we are reflecting the glory of the King together. Isn't that something to live for? 
And everything else that we do is just really an avenue to this. This is the most important 
thing. 

What an amazing God we serve. What a glorious God that would make us to reflect, that 
he would be so wonderful as he is to be a Trinity. Mind blowing. Incomprehensible, yes, 
but is that surprising? Is it surprising that the God who could make everything out of 
nothing would be incomprehensible to you and me? Doesn't that make perfect sense? 
And isn't he more wonderful than mind could have ever conceived? And he has called 
you and me to be a part of reflecting that. What an awesome privilege. What a great 
Savior. And to be a part of that, all you need to do is turn to Jesus Christ because when 
you come to Christ and you are forgiven of your sins through the blood of Christ, the 
power of his death and his resurrection, you become a part of the family of God, you 
come to know the living God and God invites you into the throne room, as it were, the 
family room of the Trinity and you become a partaker of the divine nature, the Bible says.
You reflect his glory. What a high calling and what a gracious God.

Let's go to the Lord in prayer.
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Our Father, we stand in awe of You. We stand in awe of You, O Triune God. Lord Jesus, 
blessed Spirit, we marvel at Your beauty and we ask You to continue to open our eyes to 
see that You are all that we could ever desire. We long for to see You and to see Your 
glory is better than life. Whom have we in heaven but Thee and besides Thee we desire 
nothing on earth. Lord, make that the essence of our hearts that You might be glorified in
a people that are more and more delighted in You and that many people who are now 
lost in the dark might come to see the light of Your glory in the face of Christ. We pray 
this in His name. Amen.
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