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HE MET DELILAH 
AND GOT STUCK IN THE DAILY GRIND

Judges 16:1-22

Many a husband might want to confess, out of earshot of his
wife of course, to something like the title of this message. No doubt
there are fellows who think back over the years and actually regret
that they were swept out of the fast lane, the exciting times of life,
and relegated to the daily grind of family life. They gave up what
appeared to be their freedom in exchange for going to work 8-5 every
day, five days a week, fifty weeks a year, year after year. They leave
work, fight the traffic, get home, maybe eat some supper, watch a
little t.v. and go to bed. Tomorrow is the same old same old. Okay,
that does sound like a boring life to me too. Why doesn’t that guy get
a purpose in life?

And yet, that kind of daily grind is not nearly as awful as the
daily grind for which Samson gave up his freedom. He was living the
high life. At some point along the line he met this real knockout of a
Philistine gal. He spent a good bit of time with her—none of which
was quality time. Though the Bible does not specifically say so, I can
assure you that Samson and Delilah didn’t spend time together
reading their Bibles, praying, and talking about God’s will for their
lives.

Some of the last words about this era of Samson’s life should
sound very sad to us. We read in the last part of verse twenty-one,
And he ground at the mill in the prison. That doesn’t mean that
Samson was in charge of the milling department down at the local
flour mill in Gaza. Rather we see blind Samson chained to a beam
trudging around and around through the grain as he powered the
millstones that separated the husks from the good grain. At least that
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is how the flannelgraph pictures always showed it in Sunday School.
In fact, it is more likely that he was at the daily grind at a hand mill,
humiliated to do work typically reserved for women day after day. 

What a sad picture that is. How did the Adonis-looking guy
with long flowing hair who could woo any woman end up in the
pit—literally? How did a guy whose mom and dad were God-fearing
people, parents who dedicated him to God’s service, end up grinding
for the pagans without his eyes? Many a man and woman with similar
potential and similar upbringing have asked the same question.
“Where did I go wrong?” is a sad but often repeated question from
kids who were raised in religion.

Before us is the picture of the sad conclusion of the man who
pushed the envelope continually through life until he pushed it over
the cliff and went to his destruction with it. We need to learn from his
mistakes. Watch and see in this story how God continued to warn and
correct, and even continue to use, this wayward servant until even
God’s patience wore out. Learn how to identify God’s hand of
correction in your life and how to quickly get back on the right road
before you go over the edge like Samson did.

“Get Out! And Take the Door With You!” (vv.1-3).

Samson went, saw, and did. It was the story of his life. Samson
did whatever he felt like doing. As far as the story tells us, most of the
time that involved bad choices. Samson went to Gaza, and there he
saw a prostitute, and he went in to her (v.1). The fist bad choice here
was that Samson went where he should not have gone. Why did
Samson go to Gaza? That was one of the chief cities of the pagan
Philistines. He wasn’t there to shop for necessities. He went looking
for trouble (which he would have called fun) and it found him.

When he arrived in Gaza, Samson saw what he should not have
seen. We need to clarify this because we all see things in passing that
we wish we would not have seen. It wasn’t that Samson saw the
prostitute in passing. That kind of thing is bound to happen even in
our lives in this culture. Prostitute-kind of women are everywhere. It
is almost impossible not to see them. The Hebrew verb means more
than “saw in passing.” It means to gaze upon, to inspect, to analyze.
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Samson did exactly what Jesus described as committing adultery
before he ever spoke to the woman. Jesus warned, “But I say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already
committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). Samson
didn’t know Jesus. And he acted like he didn’t know God either. He
saw the prostitute and looked at her with lustful intent.

Third, Samson did what he should not have done. He did
exactly what Solomon warned against. Like a ox going to the
slaughter Samson followed the lead of his lusts. Solomon warned his
son and us not to be so foolish. He wrote, With much seductive speech
she persuades him; with her smooth talk she compels him. All at once
he follows her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a stag is caught
fast till an arrow pierces its liver; as a bird rushes into a snare; he
does not know that it will cost him his life (Proverbs 7:21-23). 

Though he was God’s chosen servant, Samson acted like a fool.
He rejected words of wisdom. And now, O sons, listen to me, and be
attentive to the words of my mouth. Let not your heart turn aside to
her ways; do not stray into her paths, for many a victim has she laid
low, and all her slain are a mighty throng. Her house is the way to
Sheol, going down to the chambers of death (Proverbs 7:24-27).

Though he was the servant of God, was God angry with him?
Following this kind of sin can indicate that such is the case. The
mouth of forbidden women is a deep pit; he with whom the LORD is
angry will fall into it (Proverbs 22:14). Samson simply chose to fall
into the pit from which escape is difficult at best. For a prostitute is
a deep pit; an adulteress is a narrow well (Proverbs 23:27).

While Samson was acting like a fool, he was playing right into
the hands of the oppressors who had a plan. The Gazites were told,
“Samson has come here.” And they surrounded the place and set an
ambush for him all night at the gate of the city. They kept quiet all
night, saying, “Let us wait till the light of the morning; then we will
kill him” (v.2). Someone ratted Samson out. Someone recognized
Samson in town and told the authorities. But it also appears that no
one knew for sure where he was. 

Knowing that Samson was somewhere among them, the enemy
set an ambush. Seeking to capture Samson in order to kill him, the
men surrounded the area and set an ambush at the city gate. This is a
good picture of Satan’s strategy. He sets up the careless person, waits
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for the opportune time, then attacks like a lion waiting to devour (1
Peter 5:8). 

In Samson’s situation, the enemy had bad timing. They planned
on ambushing Samson in the morning. That was when they assumed
he would leave the prostitute’s house. It would be light, providing
opportunity to see their prey and make their capture successful. But
things didn’t work out according to the enemy’s plan.

Samson left Gaza at an unexpected time and he took their doors
with him. But Samson lay till midnight, and at midnight he arose and
took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and
pulled them up, bar and all, and put them on his shoulders (v.3a). For
whatever reason Samson chose not to wait until morning to leave.
Maybe he just grew tired of his sin. It doesn’t seem likely, but maybe
God convicted him about what he was doing. At any rate God, being
in control, compelled Samson to get up and leave.

On the way out of town, Samson performed no small feat. He
tore away the doors, frames and all. This had to be a huge piece of
construction. How did he do that without alerting the entire city,
much less the men who were waiting at the  city gate to ambush him?
First, though there is no mention of the rushing of the Spirit of  the
LORD as in past events, it is easy to surmise that such was the case.
Because God was in control, He could have caused a deep sleep to
overcome the men set in ambush. There is evidence in other
situations recorded in Scripture where God did that very thing. Also,
if we take the story at face value, we have to accept that in some way
Samson ripped the door frames, complete with doors and bars intact,
away from the stone wall and carried them off.

To rip the gate out of the stone wall was a miracle. To carry
them to Hebron was just as astonishing. He carried them to the top of
the hill that is in front of Hebron (v.3b). The town of Hebron was
virtually the center of Judah. It was almost 40 miles from Gaza. It
would take a minimum of 20 hours to make the trip if Samson
walked a brisk speed of 2 miles per hour. Most people don’t walk that
fast even without the city gates on their back. In reality, it probably
was a trip of several days. When he arrived at Hebron, Samson
deposited the defensive gates of a chief city of Gaza in the center of
Judah. It was a symbolic act that defied the oppressive Philistines. It
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was a sign that the God of Judah was winning the war against the
Philistines.

We might wonder what lesson, if any, Samson learned from this
miracle. It is doubtful that his removing the gates to Hebron was a
case of brute strength. Samson should have been aware that the
precedent had already been set with his ripping of the lion, the
catching of the foxes, and the battle with the donkey jaw bone. He
performed with supernatural strength when the Spirit of the Lord
made the difference. On one hand, it is possible that Samson was in
pretty good physical shape. On the other hand, we really need to
dismiss the picture of a beige hulk from our minds. Samson should
have learned again that when he did amazing things, it was God’s
Spirit at work.

Another very important lesson was that God continued to use
Samson in spite of his foolish lusts. But God’s Spirit will not always
strive with sinful men. This leads us to the rest of the story.

Time to Pay the Piper (vv.4-22).

Samson danced to the music (vv.4-17). Commonsense wonders
why he kept dancing when the price for the piper was known to be
very high. Or we might ask why Samson was unable to figure out the
plan (the piper’s price). He might argue that he just could not resist
the allure of women. That was obvious. But, each time he yielded to
his lust, his enemy tried to capitalize on it for his destruction. And he
didn’t get it. It happened in Timnah when he demanded that his
parents get him the unnamed woman to be his wife. It happened in
Gaza when he paid for the services of a woman who caught his eye.
Now it happened again with Delilah. After this he loved a woman in
the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah (v.4).

This is the first time the woman is named in all of Samson’s
escapades. This is the first time the idea of love is mentioned. Delilah,
the new love of Samson, lived in the Valley of Sorek. It was a river
valley that ran from Judah westward through northern Philistia to the
Mediterranean Sea. That is about all we are told about this woman.
When we last saw Samson he was in Hebron, the center of Judah,
deep within the ranks of God’s people. Maybe we had hopes that he
had learned his lesson and took his stand with God’s people. He
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didn’t. The sad reality is that like a dog returns to its vomit, so the
fool returns to his sin (Prov. 26:11).

Delilah was a shrewd businesswoman. She was willing to play
games with Samson in order to gain wealth. And the lords of the
Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Seduce him, and see
where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower
him, that we may bind him to humble him. And we will each give you
1,100 pieces of silver” (v.5). The Philistine leaders offered Delilah
money in exchange for the truth about Samson. In fact, the five
Philistine lords offered an astonishing price for the truth. We know
that each of the five major cities was ruled by a lord. They agreed
together to pay Delilah 5,500 shekels of silver if she could deliver
their adversary Samson into their hands. That was a huge chunk of
change. The average annual wage in the days of the judges was
equivalent to ten shekels of silver (Judges 17:10). If we estimated the
annual average salary in America to be $30,000 it would be like the
Philistines offering Delilah $16.5 million.

All Delilah needed to do in order to reap this windfall was to get
Samson to compromise on the truth. The truth was always at stake in
Samson’s life. Too often it was the victim of his blind foolishness. As
we study such accounts, it is good for us to ask ourselves what price
we are willing to pay to hold on to the truth without compromising it.
Our world and our flesh continually cry out for us to abandon truth.
It is redefined as non-truth or at least “not necessary” truth. When we
allow ourselves to be lured from the truth, we have no defense against
sin and error. 

I find that very often when I am reading advertisements and
especially when I am watching programs on television that in my
mind there is constantly a resistance. I continually say to myself,
“That isn’t true.” “That isn’t true.” For example, when the company
advertising an adjustable bed tells me I can’t really sleep until I have
one, I say, “That isn’t true.” Or even the cooking shows and
remodeling shows that try to make me believe there is not a crew of
camera men and women shooting the show, I often stop to remind
myself that what I am watching is staged, not truth. One of the
greatest truths to fall victim in our lives is that we who belong to God
are really not unique or different from the rest of the world.
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Samson had a very important secret and his enemies wanted that
truth and Delilah was challenged to get it at great cost. So how was
Delilah different from the prostitute in Gaza? Notice that she didn’t
go about the matter subtly. So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell
me where your great strength lies, and how you might be bound, that
one could subdue you” (v.6). Wouldn’t you think that such a request
would be enough to make Samson put on his running shoes, mate?
Sin is so incredibly blinding. Sin calls important truths unimportant.
Sin makes us think we are Superman. In that analogy sin is always
kryptonite.

Samson didn’t run because he thought he was strong enough to
play games again.  Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven
fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, then I shall become weak
and be like any other man.”  Then the lords of the Philistines brought
up to her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she
bound him with them. Now she had men lying in ambush in an inner
chamber. And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” But he snapped the bowstrings, as a thread of flax snaps
when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not known.
Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have mocked me and told
me lies. Please tell me how you might be bound.” And he said to her,
“If they bind me with new ropes that have not been used, then I shall
become weak and be like any other man.” So Delilah took new ropes
and bound him with them and said to him, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson!” And the men lying in ambush were in an inner
chamber. But he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread. Then
Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me
lies. Tell me how you might be bound.” And he said to her, “If you
weave the seven locks of my head with the web and fasten it tight with
the pin, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” So
while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and wove
them into the web. And she made them tight with the pin and said to
him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his
sleep and pulled away the pin, the loom, and the web (vv. 7-14). 

As he toyed with the Philistines, Samson tricked the woman he
loved three times. He told her “Fresh bowstrings make me weak like
any man” (v.7). When that was proven untrue Samson claimed, “New
ropes make me weak like any man” (v.11).  That too was a lie, so he
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tried, “Weave my locks in a loom and I will be weak like any man”
(v.13).

Three times Delilah responded to Samson’s riddles with a
potential disaster. Each time she did what Samson said would make
him weak. Each time the Philistines waited in secret. Each time she
told him the Philistines were attacking him. What was the guy
thinking? He was thinking that he was cool and invincible.

We have to wonder why Samson was so foolish. It appears that
Delilah’s attempt to get him captured and tortured was all a game to
him. You can just see the fool’s arrogance running out all over the
place. You can hear him laugh mockingly as each of Delilah’s plans
failed. Surely it was only the promise of $16.5 million dollars that
kept her in a relationship with this arrogant fool. Samson turned out
to be the kind of guy almost no one wants to be around.

Sin blinds us to its horrible reality. Satan’s plan is to take as
many people to hell with him as possible. To that end he blinds the
eyes of people so they will not see what is really going on. Paul
pointed out, And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those
who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2
Corinthians 4:3-4). But sin and Satan continue to work to blind even
God’s chosen people in order to give sinners opportunity to dismiss
the truth of the gospel. He bewitches us so that we question truth. To
bewitch is to slander the truth, to make light darkness. In light of this
activity Paul wondered, “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched
you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed
as crucified” (Galatians 3:1). He knew the answer. 

When we question God’s truth, we abandon His law which
opens the door to criticism, which Satan loves. “You who boast in the
law dishonor God by breaking the law. For, as it is written, ‘The
name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you’”
(Romans 2:23-24).

Samson thought he was sitting in the driver’s seat, but a
woman’s ways changed the game. It finally became time to forsake
logic and appeal to the emotions. And she said to him, “How can you
say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked
me these three times, and you have not told me where your great
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strength lies” (v.15). Samson’s first mistake was falling in love with
the forbidden woman and then telling her so. Now she could appeal
to this “truth” in order to get to the truth that made Samson different.

Her pressure was killing Samson. And  when she pressed him
hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was vexed
to death (v.16). Under ceaseless pressure, Samson finally crashed and
told Delilah the secret. And he told her all his heart, and said to her,
“A razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to
God from my mother’s womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength
will leave me, and I shall become weak and be like any other man”
(v.17). 

He was just like King Hezekiah who came years later and who
showed all his treasures to the enemy who would come and take those
treasures in the future. The moment he uttered those words, the game
was over for Samson. He lost the contest because he was not as
strong as he thought he was. Samson told all his heart because Delilah
accused him of having a heart that was not with her. But it was okay
that her heart was not with Samson, right? If she had disclosed her
heart, that she was plying him to gain $16.5 million, would he have
stuck around? 

And yet, the truth really was not that he had unusual strength
because he had long hair. The truth was that Samson was dedicated
to God—in principle. The truth also was that Samson was not living
like he was dedicated to God. Now the truth was that God had
forsaken Samson.

Like everyone who dances to the music, Samson paid the piper
(vv.18-22). The love of his life betrayed him. When Delilah saw that
he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of the
Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his
heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought
the money in their hands. She made him sleep on her knees. And she
called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then
she began to torment him, and his strength left him (vv.18-19). 

It was obvious to Delilah that Samson had told the truth.
Quickly she put him to sleep and shaved his hair, which was
symbolic of the greater truth that he was no longer God’s servant. The
sooner she got that head shaved, the sooner she would be a multi-
millionaire. He awoke, he was weak, and the love of his life began to
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torment him. That is a very accurate picture of Satan, sin, and sinners.
When the Accuser wins the battle, he runs immediately to the throne
of God and accuses the brother or sister who has fallen. Likewise,
sinners anxiously wait for the opportunity to accuse professed
followers of Christ. When Christians fall, sinners howl with delight
because they think it justifies their sinful lifestyle.

The saddest part of the story is that the LORD had left Samson
and he didn’t know it. And she said, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at
other times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the
LORD had left him (v.20). When God’s people try to live in sin, they
reveal that they really do not understand the power and damaging
consequences of sin. To try to walk away from it is to reveal that we
are ignorant about how much we depend on God. When Christians
grieve and quench the Holy Spirit, they are much like Samson. It is
not that God has left us and we lost our salvation. Rather, His power
and guidance certainly leaves us. And not to know we are in that
condition is sad and dangerous.

And still there was a sadder consequence. And the Philistines
seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza
and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the
prison (v.21). Samson would no longer be bothered by the lust of the
eyes. And everyday he was humiliated in the prison. And we in all
our human wisdom would conclude that it is all over.

The LORD was not finished with Samson. But the hair of his
head began to grow again after it had been shaved (v.22). The
symbol of his dedication to God was returning. God still had one
more work for Samson to do.

It is so easy for us to slowly slide into a Samson-like condition.
We flirt with sin and it doesn’t bring any serious consequences. So
we embrace the sin and still it seems like life moves along quite
smoothly. We give our hearts to sin. God’s children can’t get away
with that. If we are God’s children, He will lovingly discipline us at
that point. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you
as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For
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what son is there whom his father does not discipline? (Hebrews
12:5-7). Thank God for the discipline. Pay attention to it. Samson
didn’t.
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