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Message #22                                                                                                            Ezekiel 19:1-14 
 
This past week, the Prime minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, came to the United States for 
a meeting with President Trump.  The meeting discussed many things, including the various 
threats in the Middle East and also the relationship between Israel and the United States. 
 
Now here is my question.  Israel is the nation of God according to the Bible.  Why does the 
Prime Minister of Israel need to come to the United States looking for our friendship and help?  
If Israel is the nation of God, shouldn’t we be going to Israel looking for her friendship and help? 
Something has gone wrong in regard to God and Israel.  Israel is supposed to be the nation 
esteemed by all nations in the world as the nation of God; but something doesn’t quite seem to be 
working. 
 
When we search through the Bible, we learn that God has made some wonderful promises to 
Israel.  Those promises contained many blessings.  But things were going wrong for Israel in 
Ezekiel’s day and the blessings of God seemed to be far and few between.  Why is that?  There  
is supposed to be a Davidic King sitting on a throne in Jerusalem reigning in total righteous as 
Israel experiences the blessings of God.  What happened to that?  Where are the glory days of 
David and Solomon?  What has gone wrong?  Why was Israel taken captive by the Babylonians?  
 
It is obvious as this chapter opens that this is a “lamentation” (qinah).  Actually, this is the first 
of five lamentations found in Ezekiel (26:17-18, 27; 28:12-19; 32:1-16).  The lamentation is 
not a lamentation of Ezekiel, although he is the one writing it; the lamentation is a lamen-
tation of God.  These words are here because God wanted them here.  When God gives a lamen-
tation, it is serious business; it is sad business.  God was very sad over the fact that the leadership 
of Israel had become so corrupt that it no longer led the people to be right with Him. 
 
The Hebrew word “lamentation” (v. 1, 14) is one that means a song or poem that is mournful.  It 
refers to some written dirge or mourning song (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 731; 
Brown, Driver, Briggs, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 884).  Israel is not a happy land; it is a land of 
mourning.  It was in Ezekiel’s day and it is in our day. 
 
A lamentation or dirge is a mournful and very sad song or poem that typically was used at 
a funeral.  It was something that usually was designed to honor a dead person.  But the dirge in 
Ezekiel is not designed to honor a physically dead person, but to warn a spiritually dead 
nation.  
 
There was no living, vibrant relationship between God and Israel and the reason for that was the 
leadership.  Here is the problem of Ezekiel’s day and our day.  Israel does not have national 
leaders pointing the nation back to a right relationship with God. 
 
Now the particular target or object of this song was the leadership of Israel; specifically 
two princes or two kings (19:1).  Ezekiel uses the title of princes to refer to kings. 
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At the time of this lament, Zedekiah was the incumbent king.  The date of this particular 
lamentation is 592 B.C., just five years before the fall of Jerusalem.  I find this fact important.  
The actual fulfillment of this dirge was five years in the future.  So there was still time to repent.  
But God knew there would not be any repentance so it was considered to be a done deal. 
 
One would think that Zedekiah would take a look at what happened to other princes and kings 
who disobeyed God and would determine to change the course of action.  If you see one after 
another walk in a way that leads to destruction, you would think you would say, I am not going 
to go that route. 
 
Ezekiel singles out two specific kings of Judah who preceded Zedekiah.  There were two who 
were responsible for the downfall of the nation and the temporary death of the Davidic dynasty.   
 
See, people don’t like to hear talk about corrupt politicians who bring the nation down.  Well, in 
this part of Ezekiel there is not only talk, there is a poem and song written about them. 
 
The point of this chapter is this: 
 
KINGS OF ISRAEL ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE JUDGMENT OF  GOD THAT 
WILL COME AGAINST HIS OWN PEOPLE AND THEIR PROMISED  LAND.  
 
Bad leadership will ruin God’s blessings very fast. 
 
When God sends judgment against a nation or a state or a church, you may be certain there are 
people in positions of power who are leading things the wrong way.  There are leaders who are 
leading people away from the truth of God. 
 
Now there are two main lamentation themes that show up in this chapter: 
 
LAMENTATION THEME #1 –  The lamentation over the leadership of Israel.  19:1-9 
 
Verse 2 begins with a reference to the mother, singular in Hebrew, who is responsible for these 
princes or kings.  The nation responsible for them is Israel and more specifically Judah.  We can 
determine this by the fact that she is described as a lioness among lions.  We know from Genesis 
49:9 that Judah is described as a “lions whelp.”  
 
She gave birth to two cubs or two Judean princes or kings. 
 
Prince #1 - The first prince.  19:1-4 
 
The first king of Judah that is described is Jehoahaz (Shallum).  He was the son of a very godly 
king, Josiah.  When his father died, he was crowned king.   
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Verse 3 says he was “brought up” or “raised up.”  That means he was elevated in rank.  God let 
him be raised up to be a leader.  God gave him his opportunity.  He was raised in Israel and he 
grew to become a strong lion (19:3).  He should have been humbled by the responsibility.   
 
But he did not have a good, godly nature.  He learned how to tear his prey (19:3b) and he learned 
how to devour men (19:3c).  Where did he learn these things?  He certainly did not learn these 
things by watching godly leaders.  He learned them by watching and listening to the godless 
people, not the godly.  He was, as Dr. Ironside said, “an unprincipled weakling.” 
 
People can go to a good church or school and hang around those serious about God and His 
Word and be totally unprincipled.  They can be in leadership positions and are not strong leaders; 
they are weaklings following the promptings of their own flesh.  That is the way it was here. 
 
Verse 4 says the nations heard about him and they captured him and brought him to Egypt with 
hooks.  Probably literally with hooks in his nose attached to a “rope-leash.” 
 
Now Jehoahaz was an evil king (II Kings 23:31-34).  He was taken captive and led by Pharaoh to 
Egypt and there is where he died (Jer. 22:11-12).  He never again saw the land of Israel. 
 
Prince #2 - The second prince.  19:5-9 
 
Verse 5 tells us that she waited for her king to return, but he didn’t and she started to lose hope.  
So she took another one of her cubs.   
 
The second king of Judah that is described is Jehoiachin, who followed Jehoahaz.  He was also 
an evil king. He became king when he was just 18-years-old.  The truth is he only reigned for 
three months and ten days. But in that short period of time, he gained an evil reputation.  We 
read “Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months and 
ten days in Jerusalem, and he did evil in the sight of the LORD” (II Chron. 36:9).   
 
He, too, walked about and strutted around as a king in Israel.  He learned to tear his prey and 
devour men (19:6).  He not only destroyed and devoured men; he destroyed and devoured 
fortified towers and he leveled cities (19:7).   
 
Moshe Greenburg, a great Jewish scholar, said that the Jewish scholars of years past taught that 
the Hebrew flare of the words “laid waste their cities” (19:7) included sexually raping women 
(Ezekiel, 1-20, p. 351).  Greenburg said he questioned this, but he did conclude that this leader 
was certainly not pursuing that which was godly. 
 
His short reign was one of “terror and destruction.”  He was a power-crazed leader.  People in 
the land were appalled (19:7).  According to verse 8 nations set against him, which means they 
got their militaries to go get him.  We may assume based on II Kings 24:2 that those nations 
included the Chaldeans/Babylonians, Syrians, Moabites and Ammonites.   
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In the end, Nebuchadnezzar was used by God to come get him and cage him and take him to 
Babylon (19:9). 
 
His voice that was so proud and arrogant would never be heard again.  Jehoiachin remained in 
prison for 37 years and when he was finally released by Nebuchadnezzar’s son, he stayed in 
Babylon and never returned to Israel again (II Kings 24:7-17; 25:27-30; Jer. 52:31-34). 
 
What is the point of all of this?  The point is crooked leadership brought all of this negative 
destruction on Israel.  The reason why these Davidic Kings were overtaken and treated so badly 
is because they were evil. 
 
Wicked leaders can bring something godly down fast.  It does not take long to ruin something 
that was once known as a sacred place of God.  Both of these kings led Israel the wrong way and 
both were destroyed.  One would think that Zedekiah and other leaders would learn from this; 
but they didn’t. 
 
LAMENTATION THEME #2 –  The lamentation over the land of Israel.  19:10-14 
 
Not only did judgment come against the leadership, but it also came against the land.  The 
lamentation brings out some key facts about Israel: 
 
Fact #1 - Israel’s land was like a vine in a vineyard.  19:10a 
 
Israel was once planted in the Promised Land and flourished.   
 
Fact #2 - Israel’s land was planted by the waters.  19:10b 
 
God planted Israel in her land.  Israel was once a refreshing nation of God.  It was a nation full of 
all of the blessings of God.  It was a place of peace and prosperity.   
 
Fact #3 - Israel’s land was fruitful and full of branches.  19:10c 
 
All nations of the world stood in awe of Israel because Israel was fruitful and full of blessings.  
Greenberg said what is so tragic is that land that was once like a full vine was now land that was 
full of blood. 
 
Fact #4 - Israel’s land contained strong branches fit for many rulers.  19:11a 
 
God blessed the Davidic dynasty.  Many great leaders came from her.  It was a scepter, fit to 
lead.  Many from royalty should have come from this land. 
 
Fact #5 - Israel’s land was exalted high.  19:11b 
 
The people of God were walking in their land with the blessings of God.   
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Nations of the world recognized that Israel was the blessed nation of God.  During the days of 
David and Solomon the world stood in awe of the land of Israel.   
 
But, according to verse 12, suddenly the land was changed from production to destruction.  The 
land dried up.  It dried up and withered nationally, spiritually and physically.   
 
Jonathon Edwards preached a message from this verse at the funeral of John Stoddard, a godly 
chief justice.  He said he had been like a strong rod who had led with honor and integrity but in 
the end, he died like we all will die. 
 
Verse 12 makes it clear that God blew in an east wind and caused Israel to become barren.  That 
east wind was Babylon.  She was led by God to sweep into the land and destroy it. 
 
The people who lived in the land were uprooted and they were taken to a dry wilderness area.  
But notice verse 13, even though the nation is withered and planted in the wilderness, it is still in 
existence. 
 
The end result, according to verse 14, is that there is nothing strong about Israel at all.  There is 
no strong leader and there is no blessed land. 
 
That is the lamentation.  What caused all of this?  Godless leadership.  Pathetic leaders led 
Israel away from the true, pure ways of God. 
 
Now had Ezekiel ended this in chapter 19, it would be a tragic story.  But as we will see, the 
story does not end here and next week we come to chapter 20. 
 
God intends to judge Israel and He also intends to regather her and bring her to her land (20:38, 
40). 
 
Now the glory of the righteous king and the glory of the land will not be seen again until a Lion 
from the tribe of Judah comes to take charge.  Who is this lion who will come who will once 
again cause righteousness to reign?  It is Jesus Christ.  He will come and He will rule (Gen. 
49:10; Is. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15).   
 
We believe the stage is being set for this to happen.  There will come a time when all leaders of 
the world will go to Israel to see the King of kings and when that happens, Israel will once again 
be the nation of God. 


