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 If there is one lesson that we learn from Abraham's experience in Egypt, it 
is this-- even the most eminent believers, in a moment of weakness, may fail to 
act according to their faith. Abraham is one of the greatest "heroes of faith" in all 
of Scripture. His life is repeatedly set before us as a shining example of trust in 
God. Over and over again, in the face of great difficulties, Abraham chose to trust 
in God and obey the Lord's command, even when it may have seemed foolish to 
do so, from a worldly perspective. Yet what we learn from his experience in 
Egypt is that Abraham was a man with feet of clay who was capable of 
succumbing to doubt in a moment of crisis.  His faith was real, but it was alloyed 
with a measure of unbelief that led him at times to exhibit distrust in God's 
keeping power. From that, we see clearly that Abraham's faith was not the fruit 
of his own flesh; it did not arise from his human will or wisdom, but was the fruit 
of God's sovereign grace at work within him. Because God refused to let 
Abraham go, he was divinely enabled to stand up and keep moving forward with 
God whenever he stumbled and strayed from the path of righteousness.    

 That is just what we see in the verses that I have read this morning. 
Abraham has just suffered a humiliating defeat in the land of Egypt, because of 
his deceitful dealings with Pharaoh.  He has been soundly rebuked by that pagan 
king for his dishonesty and total lack of personal integrity. We can imagine the 
shame that Abraham must have felt as he left Egypt in disgrace, slinking back 
toward the land of promise like a guilty dog with his tail between his legs. He 
must have thought, "What a sorry example I have set for others!  How grievously 
I have dishonored the God who called me to Himself!  Why did I not trust Him 
more?" Yet however grieved Abraham felt after the fiasco in Egypt, the events 
that followed showed that God had by no means abandoned his servant. The 
gracious promises that God gave to Abraham had by no means been cancelled 
out by Abraham's temporary lapse into unbelief.  Instead they remained in full 
force, and were confirmed by the events that followed his return to Canaan.     

 In these verses, we see God's promises to Abraham confirmed in four 
striking ways:   

1)  First, we see Abraham's material wealth increased--  
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2)  Second, we see his spiritual integrity restored--   

3)  Third, we see his neighborly love enlarged--   

4)  Fourth, we see his trust in God rewarded--  

I.  First, we see Abraham's material wealth increased-- You will remember that 
one of the promises God gave to Abraham in Genesis 12, before he ever set out 
for the land of Canaan, was that God would "bless" him in the land to which he 
was heading. "I will bless you and make your name great." This promise of divine 
blessing assured Abraham that God would watch over him and protect him.  God 
would never abandon him, but would provide for all of his needs-- his material, 
as well as his spiritual needs. That promise was so certain, that even when 
Abraham stumbled spiritually in Egypt, it remained in force, because its 
fulfillment did not depend on Abraham's worthiness, but on the grace of God. 
That is why we see God's promise to Abraham fulfilled despite his personal 
failures. In Egypt, God showered on him abundant gifts through Pharaoh which 
he later took with him back to the land of Canaan. Pharaoh did not take back 
these gifts, even when he learned of Abraham's dishonesty. Instead, he sent him 
away without lifting a hand against him, and without stripping him of any of the 
material blessings he had received.   

 Now, surely, Abraham must have seen the hand of God in this.  He must 
have realized that it was through the Lord's mercies alone that he was not 
consumed. He had escaped from a very dangerous situation, not only with his 
life, but with his wife, and with all his possessions. Not only that, he was 
returning to Canaan richer than he left.  How unworthy he was of these divine 
gifts! How deeply humbled Abraham must have been by all of this.  

 Moreover, after Abraham returned to Canaan, God continued to bless him 
by increasing his material wealth more and more. We read in verse 2 that 
"Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and gold." By these gifts, God 
confirmed the promise of blessing that He made to Abraham, to the end that 
Abraham might trust the Lord with his daily needs. He wanted Abraham to cast 
off a scheming attitude, and to rely instead on God's faithfulness as the source 
of his security. And He wanted him to demonstrate his trust by dealing honestly 
with his fellow men.    

 We need to do the same. How many people in our society rely on 
dishonesty, deceit and self-centered scheming to attain their goals and protect 
their interests? How many marriages have ended this way-- because one spouse 
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shattered their other spouse's trust through deceit? How many friendships have 
ended in the same way? As Christians, we must refuse to deal with anyone 
deceitfully. In our marriages, our friendships, at home, at church, on the job, all 
our dealings with our fellow men should always be characterized by impeccable 
honesty. People should know us as persons of integrity whose words are reliable 
and true. The apostle Paul drove this home when he told the Colossians, "Do not 
lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have 
put on the new man. . ." (Colossians 3:9). Lying is a horrendous sin because it can 
ruin your soul.    The habitual liar is destined to perish in hell, as we read in 
Revelation 21:8-- “all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death." The believer has no reason ever to 
lie; he can afford to walk in integrity and honesty because the Lord is his 
Protector.   

II.  Second, we see Abraham's spiritual integrity restored-- A second way we see 
God's promise to Abraham confirmed is through the restoration of his spiritual 
integrity. God had promised to bless Abraham, and that promise had in view 
Abraham's spiritual blessedness and not only his material blessedness. The 
same thing is true of us, as well. God promises to bless us spiritually, and He 
does that by shaping us spiritually into the people He wants us to be-- a humble, 
trusting, obedient people who seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. As Abraham returned to Canaan, God provided for his spiritual 
needs by restoring his spiritual integrity.       

 Where do we see evidence of that restoration? Well, the first thing 
Abraham did after returning to Canaan was to head straight for Bethel, one of 
the first places where he had built an altar to the Lord and conducted public 
worship. We read in verse 3, "And he went on his journey from the South as far 
as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel 
and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there at first.  And there 
Abram called on the name of the Lord."    

 There are several reason why Abraham may have taken this journey to 
Bethel. 

1)  To express his repentance to God-- Surely one reason Abraham made this trip 
was to express his repentance to God. He must have felt very remorseful over 
his sorry performance in Egypt. He had failed to honor and glorify the Lord there 
as he ought to have done. He had made himself odious to Pharaoh and those of 
his house by bringing disease and suffering upon them in the form of plagues. 
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Abraham undoubtedly felt the need to confess his sin to the Lord, and he knew 
that at Bethel there was an altar where he could offer sacrifice to the Lord. 
Although the text does not say that he offered sacrifice there, it would seem 
strange if he did not, for altars are generally associated in the Old Testament 
with sacrifice. What we are expressly told is that Abraham called on the name of 
the Lord at Bethel-- so his journey to Bethel definitely had a God-centered aim. 
He had much to say to the Lord in prayer, and that surely would have included 
confession of his sins, and an earnest beseeching of the Lord for His pardoning 
and renewing grace. We don't read a thing about Abraham calling on the Lord in 
Egypt, but now that he is back in Canaan, he calls on the name of the Lord. 

 2)  To give thanks to God for his amazing grace-- A second reason he went to 
Bethel, no doubt, was to give hearty thanks to God for the amazing grace he had 
experienced. He had so many reasons to be thankful. The Lord had preserved 
him and his wife through very dreadful and dangerous circumstances. He had 
supplied their needs in a time of famine, by giving them food and drink and 
shelter in Egypt. He had increased Abraham's material wealth, and had guided 
them safely back to the land of promise. He had pardoned Abraham's sins, 
overruled evil for good, and was now renewing his confidence in the Lord and 
his longing for fellowship with God.    

In so many ways, He had confirmed the promises he made to Abraham. As 
Abraham looked around, he saw all sorts of evidences that God had truly 
blessed him, just as He promised to do.   

3)  To give a public testimony to his faith in God-- A third reason Abraham went 
to Bethel, no doubt, was to give a public testimony to his faith in God. John Jeske 
point out that "it was not only the heathen inhabitants around Bethel who 
needed to hear that testimony. Abrham knew that he owed a clear witness to the 
many members of his own household. . .There was no way they could have been 
impressed by their master's dishonesty. Some of them may even have 
wondered:  'Is this what it means to be a follower of the true God?'  Abram's 
worship at Bethel gave them a clear and correct answer."   

 So for various reasons Abraham made this journey to Bethel.  He returned 
to the place where he had earlier built an altar to God, no doubt, to express his 
repentance, to give thanks for His amazing grace, and to give a public testimony 
to his faith in God. There he called on the name of the Lord, and in that we see 
that God was blessing him spiritually. Through his painful experiences in Egypt, 
God had poured out on Abraham a much greater treasure than all the sheep and 
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donkeys and camels and household servants and precious metals he got from 
Pharaoh. God had poured out on him the blessing of a broken and contrite heart, 
working in him a spirit of deep humility, dependence, and trust. And that is 
evident from the incident we read about in verses 5-13.  In these verses, we see 
God's promise to Abraham confirmed in another way-- for in his dealings with 
Lord, we see that his neighborly love has been enlarged.    

III. Third, we see God's neighborly love enlarged--    

 These verses describe a problem that developed over time as a 
consequence of the rich material blessings that God poured out on Abraham and 
also on his nephew Lot.      

 It is often the case that the more prosperous a man becomes, the more 
difficulties he runs into managing his affairs. That's what happened with 
Abraham and Lot. God had prospered them both with many flocks and herds. 
They were used to traveling together, as they lived a nomadic life moving from 
place to place to find pasture for their livestock. But as their livestock increased 
in number under the blessing of God, it reached a point where they realized they 
would have to split up, for as we read in verse 6, "the land was not able to 
support them that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great 
they could not dwell together." We might wonder why the land was unable to 
support them both. Keep in mind that the Canaanites themselves already 
occupied the best parts of the land-- so Abraham and Lot had to find pasture 
wherever they could.  Their options were limited, because as we read in verse 7, 
"The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land." Consequently, 
despite the close relationship they enjoyed, they knew that they had to part 
ways.    

 The incident that made the need for separating urgent was a dispute that 
broke out between their herdsmen. You can imagine how jealously these 
herdsmen guarded the pastures which they considered their own, in light of the 
scarcity of grazing land available. When some other herdsman intruded onto 
their land, it was bound to ignite a quarrel. That is just what happened between 
the herdsmen of Lot and the herdsmen of Abraham. They dwelt in such close 
proximity to each other, that sooner or later, they were bound to step on each 
other's toes.  We can imagine the outcry when that happened.  "Get off my land 
with your sheep!" one shouted.  "Your land!  What do you mean your land?" the 
other responded, “I've been letting my sheep graze here as long as a I can 
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remember. So you're the one who needs to get off my land!" That was the sort of 
incident verse 7 is probably alluding to.    

 Now, Abraham was wise enough to realize that this sort of bickering could 
not be allowed to go on, for several reasons. For one thing, it was a terrible 
witness to the heathen peoples around them. How could Abraham and Lot 
possibly show forth the grace and the love of the God they served if they 
treated each other’s in a totally graceless and loveless manner. How could they 
manifest the peace of God in their lives if they allowed their herdsmen to 
engage in constant warfare with each other, tearing each other apart in a spirit of 
self-centeredness. Abraham knew that he could not allow this to go on. To do so 
would not only endanger the fellowship between himself and Lot, but would 
also blunt their common testimony to the pagan peoples around them. 

 So Abraham took the moral high ground and suggested something to Lot 
that was totally magnanimous-- he asked Lot to choose which part of the land he 
preferred and to take it for himself, while he went in the opposite direction. We 
read in verse 8, "So Abram said to Lot, please let there be no strife between you 
and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is 
not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, 
then I will go to the right; or if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."    

 Now, consider how these words bear witness to a remarkable work that 
God had done in Abraham's heart.  These are words of a truly humble man, a 
man who has learned in the school of hard knocks to trust in the Lord's provision 
and to deal with his neighbor in a completely honest, open, and big-hearted 
way. No longer do we see Abraham leaning on his own wits to secure his own 
material interests by clever scheming and deceitful dealing with his neighbor. 
He dealt that way with Pharaoh in Egypt, and it had disastrous consequences. 
Now, with his nephew Lot, he is determined to deal in a different manner. 
Experience and the passing of years had taught him the importance of 
relationships over things.  What good would it do if he secured the choicest part 
of the land for himself, but drove a wedge between himself and his nephew by 
creating in Lot a spirit of bitterness or resentment. Abraham realized how 
important it was to practice brotherly love, and to give preference to his nephew 
in the interests of love.    

 Moreover, Abraham realized that the way he treated Lot would directly 
affect his relationship with God, for we can only demonstrate our love for God 
by loving those made in God's image. As the apostle John says in his first epistle, 
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"If someone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has no 
seen?  And this commandment we have from Him:  that he who loves God must 
love his brother also" (1 John 4:20-21). Abraham was a man who truly loved God 
and valued fellowship with God more than anything else; so he knew that to 
express his love for God and to seek fellowship with God, he had to love Lot as 
he would love himself. And that meant letting Lot choose which part of the land 
he preferred as grazing land for his flocks and herds. What would it profit him to 
seek his own material gain in a grasping way, if in doing so, he failed to show 
love to his brother, and constantly, his love for God was chilled and his 
fellowship with God hindered.  

 Above all, what moved Abraham to act in this magnanimous manner was 
the robust trust he had in the promises of God. He knew that God had promised 
to give the land of Canaan to his descendants. One day, the whole land would 
belong to his seed. That promise was absolutely certain, so he could leave its 
fulfillment to God. He did not have to manipulate things in order to make God's 
promise come to pass. He could simply rest in God's promise, do the right thing 
in the present-- that is, the loving thing, the generous thing-- and leave the 
future in God's hands.  He did not have to cling jealously to what he had, but 
could hold onto his possessions with a loose grasp, and even give them away in 
the interests of peace. In this, we see how believer should always regard his 
earthly possessions. He should not cling to them as though they were the 
foundation of his security. They are not-- God is that foundation. Yet how often 
we forget, or fail to remember when making important life decisions, that our 
security is in God. Those who have trusted in Christ as their Savior should also 
trust in Him as their Provider. John Jeske writes, “Those who have learned to 
trust God's promise to provide can be generous with their possessions. Like 
Abram, they know they have the Savior's promise: "Christian, put me first, and I 
promise you will lack for nothing you need for body and soul!" Abraham had 
learned to trust God so completely, that he was willing to surrender the choicest 
part of the land to Lot. 

 What a different spirit we see in Lot. He could have responded to 
Abraham's generous offer by returning the favor and saying to him, "Oh, no, 
Uncle Abraham.  You are the one to whom the Lord has spoken. You are the one 
who cared for me after the death of my father, and who has looked after me ever 
since; you  brought us to this land; so by all means, dear uncle, you choose the 
portion of the land that is pleasing to you." He could have spoken to Abraham in 
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that way, but instead, he was entranced by the lust of his eyes, and so he was 
led astray by a desire for material gain that trumped all other considerations. In 
verse 10 we read, "And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of the Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed 
east. And they separated from each other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, 
and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as 
Sodom."     

 Lot's decision to dwell on the plain of the Jordan river was motivated by 
greed for personal gain; he thought it would be the most attractive place to raise 
cattle, since it had lush green fields of grass, well-watered by the Jordan river. 
But his perception of things was shallow, because the plain of the Jordan was 
the location of several ancient cities that were notorious for the exceedingly 
corrupt lifestyles of the inhabitants who lived there. Some years later, the 
lawlessness of these cities would provoke God to destroy them with fire from 
heaven. The most famous of these cities were Sodom and Gomorrah, but there 
were actually two other cities of the plain that were destroyed as well, cities 
allied with Sodom and Gomorrah in a culture of corruption.       

 At this point, Lot had no idea of the terrible destiny that would befall 
these cities. He was focused entirely on the beauty of the countryside. Like Eve, 
Lot focused only on the external appearance of things, but failed to look deeper, 
and consequently, failed to make a wise decision. We read of Eve in the Garden 
of Eden that it was when she "saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, that she took of its 
fruit and ate." That's just what Lot did.  He focused on the land, which was a 
delight to his eyes, and turned a blind eye to the moral depravity of the 
inhabitants of the land. Immediately, he was drawn away by his earthly 
desires.  We read that he "chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan, and 
journeyed east." Then in verse 12, we read that "he pitched his tent as far as 
Sodom." Notice that at this point, Lot did not move into Sodom with his family, 
for he knew the reputation of the inhabitants of that city, and wanted to avoid 
them as much as possible.  He knew the truth stated in verse 13, that "the men 
of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord." But none of this 
seemed to matter to Lot. He foolishly reckoned himself to be strong enough to 
resist the corrupting influence of Sodom, and so he walked right into the lion's 
den with his family.  It was a terribly unwise choice, one that would cause Lot 
untold heartache and grief, and which would prove the ruination of his wife and 
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daughters. Warren Wiersbe points out an interesting progression in Lot's 
relationship to the city of Sodom. First, in verse 10 of this chapter, we are told 
that Lot looked toward Sodom. Then in verse 12, we read that he moved toward 
Sodom, by pitching his tent toward the city.  Finally, we read in the next chapter 
that he moved into Sodom (14:12). "Instead of being a pilgrim who made 
progress," says Wiersbe, "he regressed into the world and away from God's 
blessing."    

 James Dixon points out that Lot's actions call us all to examine our 
motives when we make a life-altering choice from which there is no returnWe 
need to ask ourselves this question at such pivotal moments of our lives: "How 
does this choice reflect on my love of God? Is it demonstrating a greater 
curiosity and concern about the things of the world than I have about God's 
word and my relationship to Him?" We need to make sure that in every 
important life decision, we are seeking first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, putting God's interests first, and material interests second. 
Because Lot had his priorities reversed, he made a tragic decision.    

 So we have seen this morning three ways in which God's promises to 
Abraham were confirmed. His material wealth was increased, His spiritual 
integrity was restored, His neighborly love was enlarged. The chapter ends by 
showing us one further in which God's promises were confirmed, and that was 
by His appearing to Abraham and rewarding his trust in the Lord.   

  We can imagine how lonely Abraham must have felt after Lot separated 
from him. That was the only blood relative he had in the land, and now he was 
gone. But God gave Abraham the reassurance he needed, by appearing to Him 
once again and reiterating the gracious promise he had given him earlier. In 
verse 14, we read, "And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from 
him: 'Lift up your eyes now and look from the place where you are-- northward, 
southward, eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see, I give to you 
and your descendants forever. And I will make your descendants as the dust of 
the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your 
descendants also could be numbered.  Arise, walk in the land through its length 
and its width, for I give it to you."    

 The Lord wanted Abraham to know how pleased he was to see the 
spiritual growth that had taken place in him. He was pleased with the kindness 
and generosity he had shown to his nephew Lot. Abraham was able to act in that 
unselfish manner because of his faith in the Lord, and now, God wanted 
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Abraham to know that his faith was well-placed, since God Himself owned the 
title to the land and had determined to give the whole of the land to Abraham's 
seed in the far off future. The right of ownership belonged to Abraham and his 
seed, not to Lot, or to the Canaanites, or to anyone else.  Abraham needed to 
know that and be assured of that, so that his heart could be at peace. God's 
promises would most certainly be fulfilled, but in God's time, and in God's way, 
in the distant future. Meanwhile, it was Abraham's calling to rest in the promises 
of God and rejoice in them, and to deal righteously with all while he awaited 
their fulfillment in the future. He was to manipulate no one, deceive no one, and 
defraud but to deal with all men in integrity and magnanimous generosity, as he 
had dealt with his nephew Lot.  

 How encouraging it is to know that, as God dealt with Abraham, so he 
deals with all of his redeemed children for Jesus' sake. We sometimes make 
foolish choices and wander off into byways of unbelief. But because God is 
committed to fulfill His gracious purpose toward us, he brings us back into the 
sphere of his divine blessing, just as he did by bringing Abraham back into 
Canaan. In various ways, He confirms his promises to us-- not only by providing 
for our material needs, but also, by restoring our spiritual integrity, enlarging our 
neighborly love, and rewarding our trust in God with wondrous assurances of 
the future He has prepared for us. 

 Let us seek the Lord, therefore, with all our hearts.  Let us deal honestly, 
openly, and generously with our neighbors as we wait on God to fulfill the 
promises he has made to us. The future is in God's hands, and He has promised 
to make us heirs of the world. Let us rest in His promises, therefore, rejoice in 
their certain fulfillment, and give ourselves to glorifying God in all our personal 
relationships. The Lord is our Protector and our Provider. We can trust Him to 
watch over us, protect us, and provide for us, as we seek first His kingdom and 
righteousness.  Amen.   

 


