
The Gospel of John Chapter 10 

“I am the Door of the Sheep” 

 

John 10:7  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8  All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 

9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 

10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. 

The sheepfold that we studied last week was the large corral normally found in the center of a 

Middle Eastern village. Many different flocks bedded down for the night in this sheepfold. 

A faithful gatekeeper opened the way for the Good Shepherd when he arrived to gather his flock.  

 

2  But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3  To him the gatekeeper opens. 

The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4  When he 

has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his 

voice. 

The reality behind the image of the sheepfold was this: The corral symbolized the nation Israel; 

the Father had always been the gatekeeper of the nation. In the course of time he sent his one and 

only Son who is the Good Shepherd.  

Jesus came to the corral and called the sheep, those whom the Father had previously given to 

him. He knew the sheep which were his own and those he called by name and led them out of the 

fold. (out of Israel) Those same sheep followed him because they knew his voice. 

 Throughout the Gospels we see the Lord calling his sheep out from the nation Israel. 

 In the book of Acts the call extends beyond the borders of Israel, (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 

to the ends of the earth) 

 This is a beautiful image of the mission of the Lord Jesus, who calls out from among all 

nations a people (flock / church / bride) who is uniquely his own.  

 

John 10:16  And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.   (This speaks of US!) 

Today we will look at a different kind of sheep pen. This is NOT the public pen in the village 

(which represented the nation Israel.)  

On the contrary, this sheep pen is a private corral found in the countryside, where the Good 

Shepherd would keep his flock in their grazing land. (This represents the church) 

 This was a very simple pen, not usually more than a crude circle of rocks making up a wall 

having one small opening through which the shepherd could bring in his sheep.  

This pen had no gate to bridge the opening, instead the shepherd would keep the sheep in and the 

wild animals out by lying his body across the opening.  

In this case the shepherd LITERALLY BECAME the gate.   

 Personal Experience: youth worker lying in the hall between the boys and the Girls dorm.   I 

believed that there were wolves among the flock. 

 

John 10: 7  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8  All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 

9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 

Taking a second look at the Good Shepherd, this morning we will discover: 



1. There is only ONE door into the sheepfold. 

2. Entry into the fold of God is freely proclaimed to ALL. 

3. Those who enter will be: 

o Saved 

o Safe 

o Satisfied 

There is only one door: This is NOT the Stairway to heaven and Led Zeppelin made famous. 

John 10: 7  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

Faith ALONE in Christ ALONE is the only door whereby one is provided entrance into the fold 

or flock of God. This fact is reinforced by the Lord in:  

 

John 14:6, Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 

 Jesus didn’t just claim to KNOW the truth (like many cultists) He claimed to BE the 

embodiment of truth.  

 He didn’t claim to SHOW the way to God (like many Gurus) he stated that HE IS the (only 

unique) Way.  

 The Apostle Paul spoke of Jesus as the one who provides ACCESS to the Father. 

 

Ephesians 2:18, For through him (Christ) we both (Jew and Gentile) have access in one Spirit to 

the Father.  19  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 

the saints and members of the household of God,  (One Flock, led out by Christ himself) 

 Through faith in Christ’s completed work on the cross we now have confidence to enter into 

the very presence of God. 

Hebrews 10:19, Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus,   20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh, 

 

The seemingly narrow claim of Jesus to be the ONLY DOOR is a claim that was contested by 

the religious leaders of his day and it is STILL contested TODAY: Those who contest the claim 

of Jesus are spoken of as: thieves and robbers 

 

John 10: 8  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 

them. 

Thieves – (KLEPTES) (we get kleptomania) The word refers to one who steals cunningly or by 

stealth. 

Robbers – (LESTES) The word refers to one who steals through violence. 

 The first one might be someone who shoplifts at a department store and the second would be 

one who robs a bank at gun-point. (VIOLENT) 

 What is the spiritual connotation when we are talking about the Kingdom of God? OUR 

WORLD is full of Spiritual Thieves and Robbers:  (allow me to explain) 

Thieves – (KLEPTES) one who steals cunningly or by stealth. 

 They might cunningly call themselves ‘The Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints” 

They focus so much on building strong families that you overlook their deadly doctrine. 

 Some Thieves appear very godly, living a more devout life than most true believers BUT 

their Gospel includes a return to the Law of Moses and strict obedience to Sabbath laws. 



o Galatians: 1:8  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 

 Other thieves do wonderful works in the name of Jesus Christ, clothing the poor, feeding the 

hungry and literally affecting entire neighborhoods; BUT their eternal hope is built upon 

human effort , religious exercises, sacraments, rather than simple faith in the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 

Robbers – (LESTES) one who steals through violence. 

 Those who utilize manipulation and approve of violence as a means of advancing their 

religious ideals or dealing violently with those who oppose them are robbers. 

 Whether they are radical Hindus who burn house churches and beat Christian missionaries in 

India or Jihadists who consider the eradication of Christians to be “Ethnic Cleansing.” These 

are Robbers who will one day stand before the Holy and Righteous God who allowed his 

only Son to be violently beaten and put to death as an expression of perfect love for His 

sheep. 

 

Jesus Christ taught: Matthew 5: 44  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 45  so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

 

It is no mistake (to me) that the greatest purveyor of Christianity in the first century was a man 

who previously beat and murdered sheep from the flock of God.   

 That brings us to the second point: 

 

2. Entry into the fold is proclaimed to ALL 

John 10:9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 

pasture. 

The first thing that we learned from this portion of John was an exclusive fact – there is ONLY 

ONE DOOR. (Jesus, the way, truth and Life)  

 While the first statement is exclusive the second is inclusive. “Anyone may enter!” We pick 

this up from the phrase: If anyone enters by me, he will be saved. 

 This great salvation is to be proclaimed to ALL people. 

 

Earlier in our study of John I made mention of the TWO tracks that run through the Gospel of 

John like the two rails of a railroad. Those TWO RAILS ARE the Sovereignty of God in 

salvation and the Free Offer of the Gospel.   We saw these 2 tracks together in Chapter 1: 

 

John 1:11 Free offer of the Gospel: He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, 

 In the VERY NEXT verse we see a statement declaring God’s sovereignty: 

 

John 1: 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 



 The new birth is not of blood (parents to children) NOT of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man. (does not originate in the fleshly nature or the will of man) but finds its origin in 

the will of God. 

 

Spurgeon:  “The system of truth is not one straight line, but two. No man will ever get a 

right view of the gospel until he knows how to look at the two lines at once. I am 

taught in one book to believe that what I sow I shall reap: I am taught in another 

place, that "it is not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

showeth mercy." I see in one place, God presiding over all in providence; and yet I 

see, and I cannot help seeing, that man acts as he pleases, and that God has left his 

actions to his own will, in a great measure.” 

Now, if I were to declare that man was so free to act, that there was no precedence of 

God over his actions, I should be driven very near to Atheism; and if, on the other 

hand, I declare that God so overrules all things, as that man is not free enough to be 

responsible, I am driven at once into Antinomianism or fatalism. That God 

predestines, and that man is responsible, are two things that few can see. They are 

believed to be inconsistent and contradictory; but they are not. 

  In John 6:37 the two tracks are found together in one verse: 
 

John 6:37  All that the Father gives me will come to me, (sovereign work of the Father) and 

whoever comes to me I will never cast out. (the response of men to come to Christ by faith) 

 Believers must hold the free offer of the Gospel out for all to hear.  

 As we hold forth the Gospel: Those who are His sheep will hear and respond because God is 

at work opening their blind eyes bringing new life to their dead souls. 

 

3. Those who enter will be: 

o Saved,    Safe,    Satisfied  

 

SAVED:  Jesus says that anyone who enters in will be saved. 

 What does it mean to be saved?  To be delivered from an impending peril. 

 How many of you remember the Rocky and Bullwinkle show?  

 Do you remember Dudly Do Right? He was the Canadian Mounty always showed up in the 

nick of time to rescue the beautiful Nell from the hands of the villain. Somehow, every week 

Nell end up tied to the railroad tracks. 

 On the tracks, Nell found herself in imminent danger. The train was on schedule and her 

doom was certain.  BUT Dudley SAVED her. Saved = delivered from imminent peril. 

o For us that train heading in our direction was the wrath of God. Faithfully carrying 

out God’s righteous judgment for sin. 

 

Ephesians 2:3 We were by nature “Children of wrath.” BUT GOD being rich in mercy, because 

of the great love with which he loved us, 5  even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 

 Through his substitutionary death, Jesus laid his life down for his sheep, absorbing every 

drop of the wrath of God for those who believe. 



The scriptures describes THREE aspects of our salvation: 

1. By entering in through Christ “the Door” we immediately escape sin’s PENALTY, so 

that we need not fear our sins will ever rise up against us. This is called justification. 

2. Now that we are made right with God through faith we live a life in which we are 

increasingly delivered from the POWER of sin. The Bible calls this Sanctification. 

3. Finally we look forward to a day marked by the return of Christ or our own passing when 

even the PRESENCE of sin will be gone and our salvation will be perfected. The Bible 

calls this Glorification. 

 

SAFE- All who enter into the fold will be SAFE. 

John 10: 9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 

and find pasture.    

 For a sheep to freely go in and out speaks of security.  

 The grazing land has been carefully prepared with good food and cleared of predators so the 

sheep are free to forage without fear.  

 In Biblical times when an enemy threatened the city it would be tightly closed down.  

 For a people to freely go in and out meant that every threat had been removed. 

 Our Good Shepherd has destroyed the powers aligned against us (Colossians 2:15) We can 

live a life of confidence in the sovereignty of God free from fear.  Moses described: 

 

Deut 28: 6  Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. 

7  “The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They 

shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 

Psalm 121: 7  The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8 The LORD will 

keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

Consider the beauty and innocence of childhood. He has complete confidence in Mom and Dad. 

He has no worries, no fears and all of his needs are met. He runs in and out of the house, freely 

playing without a care in the world.  

 

Luke 18:17 (Speaks of receiving the Kingdom of God like a child)    

Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

 

SATISFIED – The Lord speaks of the great satisfaction that his Sheep would find: 

John 10: 9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 

and find pasture.    

 Green Pastures are very hard to find in Israel. Shepherds had to work extremely hard to 

provide pasture for their flocks.  

 The nation of Israel contains some of the rockiest terrain in the world. Shepherds prepared 

the pastureland by moving rocks to the edges, forming walls. They planted seed, dug 

irrigation ditches and labored long and hard to provide for their flocks.  

 OUR Good Shepherd works to make healthy provision for his flock.  

 As sheep we simply REST in the labor of out Shepherd, enjoying the lush pasture that he has 

provided. 

 

Psalm 23: 2  He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

3  He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 



Philippians 4:19  And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus. 

John 10: 10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly. 

2 Corinthians 9: 8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 

sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

 

The Lord graciously provides all that we need for life. 

Luke 12: 29  And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30  

For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 

them. 31  Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32  “Fear not, little 

flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

 At times we can easily become consumed with the needs and cares of this present life.  

Phil 4: 11  I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 

12  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I 

have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 

13  I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 


