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 Blessed are The Persecuted
Matthew 5:10f

A History of Persecution
Those who would live righteously for God have always been persecuted by those who would not. It

has been this way from the beginning of history. Righteous Abel gave a worthy sacrifice to the Lord and
it pleased the Lord. Wicked Cain made an unworthy sacrifice to the Lord which was not accepted. The
result was that Cain, in a jealous rage, lashed out and murdered his brother Abel. Every righteous man or
woman mentioned in the Bible has suffered at the hands of the unrighteous. Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Israel, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, all the prophets including Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, John the Baptist, Jesus Himself and all the apostles. It seems that righteousness
is a magnet for persecution. Persecution against the righteous has continued from the Apostolic period
even to the present day with many still losing their lives because they love the Lord Jesus Christ. Why?
And how can Jesus say in Matthew 5:10 that those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness
receive a blessing? 

Turn to Matthew 5 as we continue in our study of the Sermon on the Mount and its opening section
which we call the Beatitudes. It must be kept in mind that the whole thrust of Jesus' message in this
sermon is to explain the nature of true righteousness as opposed to the religious righteousness, the self-
righteousness, of the Scribes and Pharisees. Your righteousness must exceed theirs in order to enter the
kingdom of Heaven. Jesus begins the sermon with a series of statements concerning the blessings that
would be received by those who had the characteristics of righteousness. We have seen throughout our
study that no one can develop these characteristics on their own to become righteous. Instead, these are
the characteristics a person that has already been made righteous by the working of the Holy Spirit.
These are the marks of true righteousness. 

In Matthew 5:10-12, Jesus concludes this series of statements about blessing, the Beatitudes, with a
declaration that is similar to, yet very different from the previous ones. “Blessed are those who have
been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when
men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of
Me. Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.” 

These are not two beatitudes, but one beatitude stated twice with verses 11 & 12 expanding on verse
10. This is also the only beatitude that is not a distinctive positive description of a righteous person’s
character. This is instead a statement describing the reaction of the world toward those that live
righteously along with a statement of the blessings that will be received and the reasons to rejoice in the
midst of suffering. This is by far also the most difficult of the beatitudes to both understand and to live
out. More than all the other beatitudes, this one will draw the line and divide between those who are
truly righteous and those that are not; between those that are truly Christians and are saved, and those
that feign Christianity but are not actually converted and saved. 

If we are to understand how this beatitude divides the true and the false, then we must first
understand the persecution that Jesus is talking about. There are many people that claim this beatitude
fits them, but they are sadly mistaken. Contrary to their own claims and belief, they are not being
persecuted because they are righteous. The unrighteous suffer much persecution at the hands of other
evil people, and there are also many that are supposed to be righteous that suffer because of their
unrighteous behavior including being obnoxious. 


