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Introduction  

1. Chapter 8 introduces a new argument (8:1–9:16) built upon the preceding argument of chapter 7.  

a. Chapter 7 discussed Christ’s perfect priesthood on earth as compared to Aaron’s imperfect and 

limited priesthood. 

b. Chapter 8 discusses Christ’s priesthood in heaven in contrast to the earthly service of the old 

covenant.  

2. Thus, it is stated, “We have such a high priest in heaven” (v. 1).  

3. Chapter 7, verse 25, reveals the basis for Christ’s heavenly ministry. 

a. That he is “able” speaks to His earthly accomplishment—as both priest and offering. 

b. His “saving” work is now reserved for His heavenly ministry based on what He accomplished on 

earth.  

4. Chapter 7, verse 26, supports His ability to save, as we noted last week.  

a. Jesus is able to save because He is holy with respect to God, harmless with respect to sinners, 

unstained or undefiled with respect to sin, separate from sinners with respect to guilt, and exalted 

above the heavens with respect to death.  

b. He was “made perfect” forever with respect to His life of obedience to the will of God (vv. 27, 

28); thus, what He began on earth is now continued in heaven.  

I. A New Covenant Necessary  

1. The new covenant is necessary (7:28) because the old one is inadequate (not “faultless,” 8:7).  

a. The priesthood that God ordained to serve the first covenant was inadequate both as to its service 

and as to its inability to make anyone “perfect” (7:11). 

b. Thus, the Aaronic priesthood could not fully secure God’s objectives (Exodus 19:3 – 6).  

2. God declared that He brought Israel out of Egypt in order to bring “you near to myself” (Exodus 

19:3).  

a. Nevertheless, a condition was placed on the comer—“if you will indeed obey my voice and keep 

my covenant,” as mediated by the priesthood (v. 5).  

b. On that condition, God promised a consequence for obedience—“you shall be my treasured 

possession among all peoples” (v. 5).  

c. God’s purpose was to make Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (v. 6; 1 Pet. 2:9). 

d. God’s intention and Israel’s failure is clearly evidenced in Deuteronomy 32, the Song of Moses. 

1) God gave all the rebellious nations over to the sons of God, but His people were to be His 

possession (vv. 8, 9). 

2) Ultimately, God allowed Israel in the old covenant to follow her own ways; so that, by way of a 

new covenant, He could provoke them to jealousy by calling Gentiles to Himself (vv. 18–21; 

Romans 11:13–16; 26–32). 

3) Deuteronomy 32 argues for the new covenant by showing the inadequacy of the old.  



3. Psalm 110 prophecies the new and shows Jesus seated at the right hand (an honored position 

because of a great accomplishment or victory in battle) of Majesty, proving His heavenly and 

eternal priestly ministry.  

II. The Objective of God  

1. The Lord “says” (Psalm 110:1).  

What follows demonstrates the reward of Christ’s obedience to the Father’s will.  

a. The act of sitting acknowledges the fulfillment of the task that brought Christ to earth.  

b. The right hand is a position of honor, protection, and power (cited in Hebrews 1:13 and alluded to 

in Matthew 26:64; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3, 8:1, 10:12, 12:2).  

c. “Until I make your enemies your footstool” shows the intention of God to reward Christ’s faithful 

service with total victory (cited in Hebrews 10:13 and alluded to in 1 Corinthians 15:25; 

Ephesians 1: 22; Hebrews 2:8; 1 Peter 3:22). 

2. The Lord “sends” (vv. 2, 3).  

Here we see the Lord’s acting to reward Christ’s obedience.  

a. Zion is the point of origin for salvation. 

b. The scepter speaks of Christ’s authority (Matt. 28:18).  

c. The command to “rule in the midst of your enemies” speaks of His present right to reign.  

1) “Your people”—His conquered people, saved and submitted to his Lordship  

2) “Shall be willing”—His people’s freedom from self and sin in salvation, willingly committed to 

faithful service 

3) “In the day of your power”— the gospel age under the Holy Spirit where His people are enabled 

to obedience and given authority to serve His kingdom  

3. The Lord “swears” (v. 4).  

The foundation of God’s objective in Christ’s coming to save and enable a willing people is based 

on God’s irreversible oath, ordaining and establishing Christ’s high-priesthood forever (v. 4). 

4. The Lord supports (vv. 5–7).  

a. “At your right hand” also signifies support—military support in this instance.  

b. The ultimate end of God’s objective in the day of his wrath is to judge the nations for their 

disobedience and to restore the kingdom to the original purpose as it stood before Adam’s fall 

(see Psalm 2). 

What This Means for Us  

1. Christ, by God’s oath, serves as the perfect high priest, administrating His covenant on earth from 

heaven to secure God’s objectives in the salvation of His people.  

a. There is to be no more rebellion and resistance from the people of God.  

b. Under the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, the new covenant will be fully and successfully 

implemented.  

2. In light of this truth, are you willing and submissive to His holy will? 

How are you engaged in His service now?  


