
2080 - FELLOWSHIP + GUIDANCE CONFLICT - Acts 21:1-16 
PRELIMS. Paul has been constrained by the Spirit to return to 
Jerusalem [20:22]. On route, at Miletus, he called for the elders at 
Ephesus and addressed them – a very emotional departure! 
FELLOWSHIP & HOSPITALITY 
Luke gives us details of Paul’s journey from Miletus to Tyre, (Cos, 
Rhodes, Patara in Phoenicia, and Cyprus on the left)! Why so many 
details - not sure! Probably Paul marvelled at God’s creation! We are 
told to Come, behold the works of the Lord [Psa 46:8]. Paul, seeing 
the things that have been made by God recognised His eternal 
power and divine nature…So they are without excuse [Rom 1:20]. 
Fellowship and hospitality are a very important part of Xn life. 
Paul was always very keen to find believers wherever he went. 
having sought out the disciples [4]. In fact fellowship with other 
believers is vital – even with those we do not know much about! 
Paul perhaps did not even know if there was a Church in Tyre 
(pagan territory – Jesus reference more tolerable for Tyre…because 
they were so wicked), but Paul did his best to find out! 
WB= ‘The man who is in the family of the Church, has friends all 
over the world’! Fellowship with foreign believers can be very 
edifying! Paul was humble! He knew that he himself could learn 
and be edified by brethren, even although he had much more 
theology than they did. Paul delighted in meeting new Xns! 
These believers could not have been as well taught as we are today 
in some of the great doctrines as the whole of Scripture was not 
complete. (Trinity + the 2 Natures of Christ!) As far as we know 
there was no spiritual heritage/tradition in Tyre, yet Paul wanted 
to have fellowship with these believers! They must have been very 
committed Xns because Paul appeared ‘unannounced’ and stayed 
there for seven days [4] APP Imagine people just landing on your 
doorstep and staying for 7 days!! What hospitality! What trust! No 
embarrassment about the state or of things in the house! 
Again we see this grace of hospitality in the believers at Ptolemais 
where Paul & Co stayed with them for one day/night [7] And yet 



again at Caesarea we entered the house of Philip...and stayed with 
them [8]! It sounds as if Paul ‘took it for granted’ and just entered the 
house of Philip [8]! And again when they arrived in Jerusalem, they 
were brought to the house of Mnason of Cyprus...with whom we 
should lodge [16] APP All this is so different from many of the 
wealthy TV Evangelists who demand top-class hotels, etc, before 
they will agree to come to a Conference and asked for heavy fees! 
There was a family spirit amongst them at all the places. At Tyre 
when the disciples, and their wives and children accompanied us 
until we were outside the city [5]. How lovely! It is very sad when 
husband, wife, family do not worship together! Wonderful to have a 
united family in the gospel! The NT Church believed in the 
covenant that God made with His people and their children the 
promise is for you and your children [2:39] They believed and they 
encouraged their children to believe that children were already in 
the covenant and they must not depart from it or they would never 
reach the promised land or receive the promised circumcised heart! 
God promised He would circumcise (convert) the heart of those who 
repented and their children the LORD your God will circumcise 
your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul [Deu 30:6]. 
The uniting element between  the brethren was not genetic, or racial, 
or, dare I say, theological. The uniting element was their love for 
Christ! There is a difference between being theological and having 
love for Christ! You can have all the theology in the world and still 
not know Jesus as Saviour! The one thing that bound these brothers 
together and gave them unity was they knew who Jesus Christ was 
and what He did! No doubt they may have had many things wrong 
doctrinally, but their hearts were wedded to Jesus. Anything they did 
have wrong, no doubt Paul corrected. APP It’s actually far easier to 
correct a man who loves the Lord from his error to sound doctrine, 
than to get a sound theologian who does not know Christ, to correct 
his ways and to live a godly life with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
The unity of these believers whom Paul had never met before, can be 
seen in the uninhibited and spontaneous prayer they made with 
him on the beach! When our days there were ended, we departed… 



and kneeling down on the beach we prayed and said farewell to one 
another [5,6]! And they had only met a few days before!! A bond 
was made! As it was ‘boarding time’ on the ship, they must have 
known that they would be seen by all around APP When last did 
you demonstrate your allegiance to God in a public place (without 
of course encroaching on the privacy of others)? Witnessing that 
impinges on others is not witnessing but trespassing on people’s 
privacy! Some Xns have no qualms about impinging on people’s 
privacy! Counter-productive! But these Xns in Tyre were not making 
a show - they were genuine/sincere in their hearts for Paul and the 
future of the gospel, so they were constrained to pray as they said 
‘goodbye’! The place was full of people saying ‘goodbye’! 
CONFLICT OVER the GUIDANCE of GOD 
Luke told us in [20:22,23] that Paul received clear directions from 
God to go to Jerusalem! behold I am going to Jerusalem constrained 
by the Spirit...the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 
imprisonments and afflictions await me. Now we read, the disciples 
at Tyre through the Spirit...were telling Paul not to go on to 
Jerusalem [4] Also at Caesarea, a prophet named Agabus...took 
Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands and said ‘Thus says the 
Holy Spirit ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who 
owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles’ [10,11]! 
There seems an apparent contradiction between what Paul received 
and what the disciples at Tyre and Agabus received! But no, not at all 
Paul did receive a clear message to go to Jerusalem where he would 
endure many afflictions. And the disciples at Tyre, received the same 
message/revelation as Paul, viz, he was commanded to go to 
Jerusalem and when he would go, he would suffer persecutions. But, 
the disciples in receiving this revelation from the Lord, understood 
it as a warning to Paul not to go to Jerusalem because he was 
risking his life! They were afraid that they would lose Paul, 
thinking of him as an irreplaceable asset to the Church. Ie, they 
interpreted the revelation/vision as a warning rather than as a 
direction and command to go to Jerusalem. The disciples reaction/
response to the revelation was distinctly different to Paul’s 
reaction/response, byte revelation/vision was identical in each case. 



Agabus 15 years earlier, had correctly predicted this famine in 
Jerusalem [11:27-29]. He now again prophecies and copies the OT 
prophets in a little drama/miming (eg Ahijab tearing Jeroboam’s 
cloak [1Kin 11]; Isaiah going stripped and barefoot for 3 years [Isa 
20]; Ezekiel lying 40 days on his side [Ezek 4]. So Agabus in 
Caesarea grabs Paul’s belt and binds himself up this is how the Jews 
at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt [11]! So Luke says 
When we heard this we and the people there urged him not to go up 
to Jerusalem [12]! Luke too thought Paul should not go (‘we’)! The 
brothers at Caesarea, like the brothers at Tyre, were afraid for Paul 
and urged him not to go! God’s revelation was the same but the 
conclusion and their response to the revelation was different!  
It could be said that the revelation was to prepare Paul for the 
persecutions but the ‘urgings’ to keep him from going to Jerusalem 
was the human response to the unpleasant vision! Paul however, had 
no fear of trials and problems and would not be persuaded! [14] The 
conclusion was the disciples were reconciled to what Paul said, and 
graciously ended the matter with Let the will of the Lord be done [14] 
Lessons: (1) Even in an age when divine revelations were common, 
Xns had to discern and pray about the will of the Lord! So we too 
must pray for wisdom to discern what God is saying. God still 
leads His people For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God [R8:14] lead me in a plain/level path [Psa 27:11] lead me in 
Your righteousness...make Your way straight before me [P5:8]        
(2) Good friends may try to shield us from the cross that God has 
called us to carry! Majority may be wrong. David at Ziph! What 
are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart...I am ready... even to 
die [13] Misplaced love! Duty decides, not what we want (3) 
Although women may not have office in the Church, they most 
certainly do have important roles in the Church and need to be 
listened to, and, as with men, checked with the Word! Philip’s 4 
daughters prophesied [9]; Huldah the prophetess…‘Thus says the 
Lord’ [2K22:14] Miriam the prophetess….‘Sing to the Lord…He has 
triumphed gloriously’ [Ex 15:20]  ** (4) Ultimately we all need to 
be reconciled to God’s will! Let the will of the Lord be done [14] 
How humble of Luke to record his own defeat! (5) Best verse - [13]! 


