
Rom. 14:1-12 (WCF 20:2)  “The Servant of Another”

For the Children: In most schools there are some bossy children.  They are the kind who love to tell others 
what to do – and where everyone else is going wrong.  Perhaps they will even try to stop another boy or girl 
for acting on the teacher’s instructions!  Then they act as if they were more important than the teacher, or 
know better than the teacher!   The Lord Jesus is our Great Teacher.  We all have to be careful not to act as 
if we know better than He does and can boss His other students around – especially if He has given them 
permission to do certain things.  Questions: May we never judge each other at all?  Why is wrong to try to 
prevent someone from doing what God allows, or make them do something He does not require of them? 
What does it mean to “accept” each other?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: The Prohibition Against Judging Each Other
1) An Issue of Judging: Vss. 1,3,4,10 and 13 show that the main issue here is brothers judging 

brothers.  Not all judging is forbidden.  Believers must judge what is error and sin, and those who 
commit it, in order to correct the sinner.  Church discipline involves judging.  See 1 Cor. 5:12-13. 
What is forbidden here, though, is judging a brother re “indifferent matters” – where believers can 
faithfully serve God by “option A” or “option B.”  The examples given here are the eating of meat or 
avoiding of it; and the celebration of OT feast-days, or not.  Of course, there may be other Biblical 
principles involved in how we carry out such activities

2) What Is Forbidden: The forbidden kind of judging on such issues involves passing judgement on the 
opinions of a brother, as if his views are unacceptable to God; condemning the brother; and 
regarding him with contempt because of it

3) The Reasons for the Prohibition: This kind of judging is forbidden because we do not sit in God’s 
place.  He is the only Judge in this sense.  He will judge all of us (v. 11/Is. 45:23).  We do not need to 
settle all such issues now, we can - and should - leave it to the Lord.  We do not need to “win” in 
such matters, or convert others to our way of thinking.  The Lord will graciously reward those who 
follow both options in an indifferent matter – but only if they have built on Christ.  Our brother does 
not have to give an account to us, but to the Lord.  We have to give an account too – also of how we 
have treated our brethren.  We can try to educate each other in the Truth, but we should worry more 
about how we are building on Christ.  Otherwise, we run the risk that we are usurping God’s role as 
Judge.  We must also remember that our evaluation of what is “weak” and “strong” is fallible.  God is 
the only infallible Judge.  We need to approach such matters with humility and caution

Second Point: The Command to Accept Each Other
1) Accepting Our Brother’s Standing Before God: We do not have to agree with all of our brother’s 

views or choices.  But we do have to accept that he is a fellow-servant of God, a member of Christ’s 
Body, in “good standing” – that “God has accepted him” (v. 3).  This is the opposite of condemning

2) Accepting That We Are Not the Master: We are not to see ourselves as our brother’s master or lord 
of his conscience.  We are simply fellow servants.  Our brother belongs to Christ, not to us.  It is not 
for us to act as judge of Another’s servant 

3) Accepting That Our Brother Acts in Faith: Related to that, we must view our brother’s actions in 
indifferent matters, as arising from faith – rather than being wrong, as such (vss. 5-9).  It is more 
serious to fail to see this, than to have unnecessary scruples over indifferent matters

4) Closeness and Cooperation: “Acceptance” means “take him to yourself.”  This implies fellowship and 
working together for Christ’s sake.  Sin prevents fellowship (2 Thess. 3:5,14).  But the apostle does 
not speak of broken fellowship here – rather, of drawing closer

Conclusion:


