
Mk. 2:1-13  “Lifting the Roof”

For the Children: If someone sins against you, and asks for forgiveness, you are expected to forgive them. 
Perhaps one of your friends might ask you about another person they have sinned against: “Do you think 
they will forgive me?”  People often forgive each other.  But no ordinary person can forgive someone for all of 
their sins.  No ordinary person can tell someone that God forgives all their sins.  Only God can say that. 
Jesus forgives all the sins against God, for all who trust in Him – because He is God.  Questions: How did 
the paralytic’s friends show that they trusted the Lord Jesus?  Why do physical healing and forgiveness go 
together here?  How did Jesus make it clear He is God as well as man?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: What Jesus Did
1) He Preached the Word: Again we see Jesus focusing on His primary task – preaching the Gospel of 

the Kingdom (v. 2, with 1:38).  We find Him doing the same at the end of the text (v. 13).  That 
Gospel included the call to repent and believe, because the Kingdom was at hand (1:15).  This 
already implies that He would have to deal with the subject of forgiveness.  What is new here is the 
connection between faith, forgiveness and healing

2) Healing the Paralytic: When the paralytic is lowered from the roof of the overcrowded house, Jesus 
tells him his sins are forgiven before He heals him.  The healing is immediate and complete. 
Forgiveness and healing are connected, because the presence of disease is due to man’s fall into 
sin.  To undo the problem of misery, the root cause of sin must be dealt with – by forgiveness.  Jesus’ 
mission is to save and restore the whole man, soul and (eventually) the body as well

3) Discerning the Heart: The Lord sees the heart, as only God can do.  He sees the faith of the paralytic 
and his friends.  The Lord sometimes healed those with no faith, but the emphasis is on healing 
those with faith.  For faith unites sinners with Christ, Who brings forgiveness, not just physical 
healing.  The Lord also sees the unbelieving logic in the silent scribes.  

Second Point: What Jesus Claimed
1) More Than a Prophet: A true prophet might have been able to tell a sinner God has forgiven him; he 

might also ask God to heal and foretell that healing.  But Jesus claims that He, the Son of Man, has 
authority to forgive.  He is the One Who also heals with His own power.  The scribes concluded that 
Jesus was blaspheming by making these claims – for only God can forgive sins (Is. 43:13, 25, Dan. 
9:9).  Far from denying His authority to do so, the Lord reinforces it by claims and the visible healing. 
He does so simply by the power of His Words.  Forgiving and healing in this manner demonstrate 
His divinity

2) The Son of Man: By claiming to be the Son of Man, Jesus is claiming to be the Messiah of Dan. 
7:13-14.  Daniel describes this Messiah as coming down from heaven, being given all dominion and 
glory and a Kingdom in the Last Days.  This implies divine authority

Third Point: How People Responded
1) Hostile Reactions: The scribes’ silent hostility marks the start of opposition by the Jewish leaders. 

They assume that God cannot take on human flesh and enter history.  Nor do they see the need of 
forgiveness.  This is the arrogance of unbelief, that presumes to judge the Son of Man

2) Amazed Reactions: The majority of the crowd, however, were amazed; filled with fear (Lk. 5:26); and 
glorified God.  For they had never seen anything like this before – the combination of forgiveness of 
sins and physical healing.  The grace of God to heal the whole man through Christ should astonish 
us today

Conclusion:


